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Welcome to the March newsletter. No sooner had I mentioned last
month that cold weather was in the forecast, than we were hit by
‘The Beast from the East’ and most of the country was covered in
snow whilst temperatures dipped to many degrees below freezing
in the bitter easterly winds from Siberia
Whatever happened to spring? There is certainly no sign of
daffodils in the header photo which shows BR Standard Class 4MT
4-6-0 locomotive No. 75029 ‘The Green Knight’ ploughing on
through the snow on the North Yorkshire Moors Railway just two
weeks ago!
Sadly, the weather also caused severe disruption to the recent
Sandown Toyfair with both trader and visitor numbers pretty
much halved. It also caused the cancellation of what would have
been the second meeting of the Cotswolds HRCA group at their
new home at Rye Hill Golf Club.
I’m pleased to say the weather has warmed up somewhat over
the past week and now we just have rain ☹ But hang on – more
snow predicted for the UK this weekend!!
Thank goodness we have our model railways to keep us busy and
of course the WJVintage newsletter to bring you news from
around the O Gauge events that I have managed to attend, plus
exciting announcements about the latest products that are due for
release over the coming months.
I hope you enjoy this edition, and in particular the superb rarities
I have come across on my travels in recent weeks.
Stay warm and stay dry!
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Out and About

HRCA Cambridge Group Running Night – Fulbourn, Tues
23rd Jan, 2018
Due to last month’s newsletter being a rather rushed and shorter than
usual edition, I was unable to report on another excellent night at
Fulbourn back at the end of January. In particular my eye was drawn to
some rather beautiful and very rare items
Jeff Carpenter always fills his small table with something of huge interest
and on this occasion, he surpassed himself with a superb display of early
Schoenner train sets and other accessories. Jean Schoenner began
producing model trains in Nuremburg in 1875. These were mainly live
steam in 0 gauge, gauge 1 and bigger. In 1887 the company produced its
first toy trains with clockwork drive and these were produced through
until 1912. Jeff’s display locos were of course originally clockwork but one
of them has been converted to electric with a battery in the tender.
Unsurprisingly, they are very rare to find these days and certainly I have
never seen any Schoenner before so another first for me!
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As if this were not enough, Dave Pink, another regular trader at Fulbourn
was showing a very beautiful and rare antique Marklin train that he had
recently acquired. It was produced specifically for the UK market around
1919 and consisted of an 0 gauge LNWR ‘Queen Mary’ 0-4-0 loco with
tender, and a rake of three 4-wheel coaches which were sold together as
a set.

Dave has not been able to test the loco yet as it is a high voltage
‘starkstrom’ type. Given the fantastic overall condition of this nigh on 100
year old toy, complete with paperwork and period wooden carry case, I
can only imagine it will run as well as it looks. It would be lovely to see it
in operation!
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Northants & Rutland O Gauge Group – Harringworth
Village Hall, Mon 26th Feb, 2018
The ‘Blue’ themed evening for our February meet at Harringworth was a
huge success and well supported – even though it is only meant to be a
relaxed/loose theme! It also produced a few fabulous rarities to be
enjoyed by one and all.
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First amongst these were two exquisite Chad Valley 0 Gauge clockwork
sets owned by Dave Smith. Dave bought the sets at auction in 1980, after
they had been found in a toy shop that had closed down. Both sets (one
passenger and one freight) were produced around 1950 and are in
absolutely mint condition with no sign of ever having been run at all! So,
in a first for NAROGG, Dave wound up the passenger set and proudly
watched it set off for the very first time in 68 years! AN AMAZING
SIGHT!!
But that wasn’t all, because Kevin Payne had also brought along an
equally rare, if not even rarer piece.

This was a Riemsdijk 4-4-4T of (it is believed) freelance design. Produced
in only small numbers during the early 1950s by John Van Riemsdijk, the
loco features the designer’s own ‘controlled’ clockwork mechanism. This
allows smoother running throughout the entire duration of the wound
motor-run. The loco came from a collection that originated with the
Bryanston School (Dorset) model railway, and it seems to have been put
into hibernation in the 1960s or early 1970s, to emerge only recently. Yet
another first for me, and judging by the interest shown, for quite a few
others too!
Our next meeting is on Monday April 30th and the theme will be
‘Continental’. That can be loco/rolling stock or manufacturer so let’s see
what turns up. Rumour has it the catering girls will also be taking the
theme to heart so pains au chocolat and croissants may be the order of
the day!
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Finally, just to complete the blue theme I thought I would show a few
more photos of the wonderful diversity of locos we saw at NAROGG.
Rivarossi

Vintage Merkur

Modern Merkur prototype

Hand Painted SDJR Compound
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Modern ETS

Superdetailed finescale!! 😊

Handy Hints
I won’t go so far as to say this will be a regular new feature, but rather an
occasional look at some practical and easy to achieve modifications
and/or fixes for our models. If you have any good ideas that fit this idea,
please submit them and I may well share them with the readership
We always strive for perfection when developing new products but in
reality we rarely, if ever, achieve absolute perfection. In other words,
there is always room for improvement.
The ETS LBSCR A1/A1X Terrier was a huge success and in many ways the
foundation upon which I was able to build and grow my WJVintage
business. However, one of the biggest criticisms of this lovely little loco, is
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the fact that the couplings (and particularly the front coupling), are rather
disproportionately large and rather ugly.

BEFORE
Well I’m pleased to say there is an easy fix. I came across this purely by
chance at a Bassett-Lowke running day at Digswell. David Peacock was
there with an array of his Leeds Model Company spares and as I was
rummaging I spotted that he sells a rather nice repro set of couplings.
The key thing about these is that they are considerable finer and smaller
then the standard fitment on the Terrier

Fitting this as a replacement could not be simpler. One screw has to be
removed to release the existing coupling. The repro Leeds item does need
the hole drilling out to accept the screw. I used a 3mm drill bit which
works fine and is very quick to do. Then the new coupling slides into place
through the slot in the buffer beam, is screwed back into place and hey
presto!
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AFTER
I hope you will agree that the result makes a huge difference if you
compare the before and after. You can do the same with the rear coupling
as well but do beware that negotiating very tight curves with
wagons/coaches attached may become difficult with the shorter couplings
as buffers may tend to lock.
These repro couplings are available from David Peacock of the Leeds
Steadman Trust for about £5 a pair. If there is sufficient demand I will be
happy to source some of these and make them available. Let me know
what you think.

What’s New?
Bogie Bolster Wagons Looking Good for April!
I have just seen photos of the production Bogie Bolster Wagon. These
show the wagon in bare metal at the moment but I have included a
couple of photos so you can see the progress against the prototype

Wagons shown are bare (unpainted) production wagon (top row) and
pre-production prototypes (above)
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The artworks have also been completed for each of the liveries as shown
below:
WJV01083

Bogie Bolster - GWR

WJV01084

Bogie Bolster - LMS

WJV01085

Bogie Bolster - SR

WJV01086

Bogie Bolster LNER

WJV01087

Bogie Bolster - British Railways (BR)

WJV01088

Bogie Bolster - War Department (WD)

Evoking fond memories of the Hornby Dublo version of the past, this
superb wagon is newly tooled in tinplate for the modern ready to run
traditional (coarse scale) market.
The wagon will feature wooden bolsters, with metal stakes that can be
fitted either through the bolsters or into sockets along the side of the
wagon according to the load.
Both plate frame and diamond frame bogies will be offered as
appropriate, along with spoked or disk wheels, again as appropriate.
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Each livery will be extremely limited, so these could become highly sought
after.
•
•
•
•
•

All livery lettering will be high quality tampo-printing onto tinplate
bodies
All models will feature insulated wheels, for 2- or 3- rail use.
Standard drop link style couplings fitted.
Suitable for 24-inch radius curves.
Overall length of the bogie bolster wagon, buffer to buffer will be a
little over 28cm (11 inches).

The wagons are priced at £79.00 plus P&P. Availability is due to be
during April 2018
You are welcome to pre-order to ensure you do not miss out on these.
Drop me an email or give me a call.

LSWR/SR Adams 415 Class Radial 4-4-2T

The Epitome of Victorian Elegance in Locomotive Design
I have just received a progress update from ETS on the Adams Radial.
Some of the parts are still being worked on by 3rd party suppliers and ETS
cannot begin production without these. So, I’m afraid there will
undoubtedly be a short delay.
As I often say to people, new tooling like this is complex and time
consuming and as a result is never (in my experience) completed ahead
of schedule. That is a fact we have to learn to live with.
That said, ETS are probably better than any other company I have ever
worked with on new product development. They do take their lead times
seriously and generally come very close to their promises. They are still
hopeful that the first deliveries will be in May, so fingers crossed and
watch this space! I will hopefully have more news next month
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WJV01078
WJV01079
WJV01080
WJV01081
WJV01082

Adams Radial LSWR lined Sage Green
Adams Radial Southern lined Maunsell Green
Adams Radial Southern unlined Black 'Sunshine' lettering
Adams Radial BR early crest lined Black
Adams Radial BR late crest lined Black

LSWR & SR Green
Deliveries expected
from May 2018 (SR
Black & BR liveries a
few months later)

In the meantime, if you fancy adding one of these beautiful engines to
your collection later in the spring there is still plenty of time and
availability. Please drop me a line with your requirements. I don’t require
any deposit but will add you to my list of pre-orders to ensure a loco is
reserved for you.
Technical Details:
❖ Precision engineered, (7mm to the foot) O gauge
models
❖ Hand built tinplate construction
❖ Beautifully tampo-printed liveries
❖ Fitted with standard (BL/Ace style drop link couplings
❖
❖
❖
❖
❖

For 2- or 3-rail use (including raised centre 3rd)
Includes ON/OFF isolating switch
12 – 14 Volts DC
Super smooth drive mechanism with clutch
Minimum radius 24”

LSWR sage green lined and Southern Maunsell green lined versions are
expected to be available from around May/early June 2018 and SR Black
(Sunshine lettering) plus BR black lined early and late crest versions will
follow a couple of months behind.
Price for all versions will be £450.00 plus P&P.

48xx/14xx Locos and Autocoach Update
There are still single 48xx/14xx locos single autocoaches and
loco/autocoach sets available from the main run as follows:

Single 14xx/48xx Locos
Great Western Green
GWR Black
BR Black lined early crest
BR Green lined late crest

They are all priced at £375.00 each plus P&P.
The small delivery of the 48xx in GWR Shirtbutton livery is now all sold
out.
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Single Autocoaches
If you find you have missed out on the 14XX/Autocoach sets do not
despair. There is still the possibility to buy a single Autocoach with a
single loco. I currently have stock of single Autocoaches :
WJV01068 GWR Chocolate/Cream (White Roof)
WJV01070 BR Maroon
WJV01069 BR Carmine/Cream

All single Autocoaches are priced at £195.00 each plus P&P.

48xx/14xx plus Autocoach Sets Update

WJV01073, a set comprising loco 1470 in BR lined Black with BR
Carmine/Cream Autocoach W169
WJV01072, a set comprising loco 1450 in Lined BR Green with late crest
with BR Maroon Autocoach W184W (only 1 set remaining)
Don’t hesitate to get in touch and secure yours before it is too late.
All sets are priced at £560.00 each plus P&P

What’s New for 2018?
GWR ‘Toad’ Brake Van

Over the past couple of years, I have lost count of the number of people
that have enquired about a ‘Toad’ brake van. Well would you believe it,
the wait may soon be over!

Note: This is very much a ‘first stab’ prototype
with hand drawn planking. The lamp shown is a
standard ETS (European) style and we would
plan to improve this and position it correctly.

The photos show very much a ‘first stab’, hand-built prototype put
together to see what we might be able to produce. I have shown this at
one or two events over the past month and so far, the reaction has been
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good. This model is far from perfect and it has been very useful to hear all
your comments as this will allow us to make suitable amends, so that the
finished article will be much better.
Price is still to be confirmed but we estimate around £75.00 each plus
P&P.

We may also produce a six-wheel version which will be a little more
expensive. GWR and BR versions are proposed.
Watch this space for further news over the coming months. We would
plan to have these available by autumn 2018

See us at Shows

If it’s convenient and you’d like to save the postage, why not come and see
us at one of the regular shows we attend in the Midlands and East of England
and you can buy on the day.
We always like to meet our customers face to face – it makes a pleasant
change from the virtual world we seem to live in these days!
Below are our forthcoming shows:
Saturday Mar 17th – Bassett-Lowke Society Running Day, Digswell
The Cowper Arms, 31 Station Road, Digswell, Welwyn, Herts, AL6 0EA –
10:30am to 3:30pm
Please note The Cowper Arms is next to Welwyn North Station

Saturday Mar 24th – Vintage North West Model Railway Exhibition
(formerly Bassett-Lowke Society Northern)
St. Joseph's Hall, Chapel Street, Leigh, Lancs WN7 2PR – 10am to 4pm
Tuesday Mar 27th – Fulbourn, Cambridge (HRCA Running Night)
Fullbourn Village Library, The Swifts, Haggis Gap, Fulbourn, Cambs CB21
5HD – 6:30pm to 9:00pm (‘OO’ and ‘O’ Gauge layouts)
Monday Apr 2nd (Easter Monday) – Huntingdon (JJ Webb Fairs)
International Indoor Arena, Kings Bush Centre, Godmanchester, PE29
2NH – 10am to 2:30pm
Saturday Apr 7th – Beckenham Vintage Toy Train Show
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St John’s Church, Eden Park Avenue, Beckenham, Kent BR3 3JN - 10am
to 5pm – 10 working layouts, trade stands and light refreshments
Monday Apr 9th - Cotswolds Area HRCA Meeting, Rye Hill Golf Club
Milcombe, Banbury, OX15 4RU – 4:00pm to 9:00pm
Saturday Apr 21st – Tappers Running Day, Brighton Toy Museum
Attendance by invitation only.

Ordering from WJVintage is Easy
Online
Please use the website as a shop window and then place you order either by
calling or emailing me. This has the added advantage that I can confirm
stock, particularly for highly limited items. Please see below for full contact
details.
Credit Card
We have a credit/debit card facility so you can telephone and place your
order with us by calling 07711 092497 – please have your card to hand
when calling.
Cheque
If you would prefer to pay by cheque, that is no problem either. Just
download the order form from our website and complete your
requirements. Then make a cheque out for the total and post both order
form and cheque to us at the address shown. Please make cheques
payable to WJVintage.
Email
Alternatively, you can place your order by email and payment can then
be made either by card, PayPal or cheque. Please note our email address
is: wjvintage@outlook.com
Shows
We also take the credit/debit card machine to all our shows.

All the best

Paul
WJVintage

*********
Tel: 07711 092497

www.wjvintage.co.uk
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