WJVintage
June 2018 Newsletter

Welcome to the June edition of the WJVintage newsletter, which
this month has a somewhat European feel to it, after my recent
adventures in Luxembourg where I attended the first ‘International
O Gauge Tinplate Train Event’ in Hellange.
Full details can be found in the ‘Out and About’ feature below,
along with details of some of the other shows (closer to home)
that I have attended over the past month, which has been another
incredibly busy time.
I have to say, I prefer it when I am busy, so I am pleased to say
that I have plenty more events lined up for the near future. This
past weekend (June 16th) was one of the highlights of my year as
I travelled down to Hampshire for the Alresford Festival of Toy
Trains. With no fewer than 23 layouts and 90-plus traders this
was a spectacular show and it certainly didn’t disappoint.
Unfortunately, I have run out of space and time for a report in this
month’s newsletter, but it will be reported next month
Elsewhere I am pleased to re-introduce ‘Customer Corner’ this
month with some great photos submitted by readers, and of
course the ‘What’s New’ feature has updates on all the latest new
product offerings, including a sneak preview of some brand-new
tank wagons due for release later this summer.
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Out and About

Internatonal O Gauge Tinplate Train Event – Hellange,
Luxembourg, Sunday June 3rd, 2018
Well what an adventure and a great show as well. I had intended to take
my wife with me to this new event, so I planned it as a long weekend
from Friday to Monday. Sadly, she had to pull out due to animal care
arrangements, but I decided to keep to the plan and I’m glad I did.
Friday saw me travel down to Ashford in Kent. I didn’t want to risk any
potential problems with traffic on the A1, A14, M11, M25 or M20 so I
thought it would be good to be within striking distance of the Eurotunnel
for an early crossing on Saturday morning.
Clearly the Ashford Travelodge is used by many for just this purpose as
the car park was full of GB plates, headlamp deflectors, roof racks,
roofboxes, trailers and motorhomes, plus some rather impressive large
touring motorcycles. A quick bite to eat and a couple of beers set me up
nicely for a good night’s sleep ready for an early start.
Saturday dawned bright and sunny and I set off in good time for the short
drive to Folkestone and my first ever trip on the Eurotunnel car train.
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35 minutes later I emerged in Calais and began the long-ish drive to
Luxembourg. With a brief stop it was a good 4 hours to my next overnight
stop in Dudelange. I arrived in the middle of a summer festival which
rather confused my sat-nav as most of the centre was closed off.
Eventually I found my hotel, which was excellent, nice and central with
good parking, and after unpacking for the night I went off into town to
see what the festival was all about.

The town centre was full of stalls offering all kinds of local goods from
cheese to lace, wine to sausages and lots more. There was a band stand
and even a petrol driven locomotive with carriages giving rides around the
town centre to children and families. What a lovely atmosphere! By the
time I had wandered around it was time for a quick aperitif, followed by
dinner and back to bed to prepare for yet another early start.
Sunday again dawned sunny and warm and the drive to Hellange was
only 10 minutes, so I was soon at the Table Tennis Club that had been
hired for the day.
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With schoolboy French, combined with reasonable German I managed to
introduce myself and find my table, which was well positioned right next
to the large layout that consisted of 4 ovals of 3-rail track.
I had pre-ordered the breakfast/lunch package, so I was soon tucking into
croissants and coffee before completing my display and awaiting the
opening.

I have to say, I had a great day and did some very good business. Others
did not fare so well, and I think generally the organisers were a little
disappointed at the overall attendance. It was a really hot, sunny day and
I think this may have been partly to blame.
From my point of view, it was very interesting to see the type of locos
being run. Diesel and electric power is definitely very popular in Europe,
alongside steam. The modern issue Heljan diesels in particular were very
well represented and double heading did look very impressive with a long
rake of coal filled hopper wagons. Here are some photos.
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It wasn’t just the locos that caught my eye. I was particularly interested
in some of the fine buildings and accessories on display on the main
layout. The Marklin Stuttgart Station is a piece I have never seen before.
In fact, the station on display was only the right-hand side of the model.
The actual station was so large that Marklin produced it in two, standalone halves.
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There was also a very interesting Marklin signal box. Very much in the
continental style this consisted of an oval shaped cabin, accessed by a
ladder and a base with 6 operating control buttons.

On the front of the layout was a very nice Distler station, again not one I
have ever come across before. Johann Distler KG was a German
manufacturer of tinplate toys from 1895 through to 1968. After the war
the range expanded to include model trains in O gauge and HO. I didn’t
get a date for this beautiful, colourful station but it was in immaculate
condition.
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At the very far end of the layout was another amazing station produced
by, I think a French company called MDN (might need to check this). This
was a canopy/tunnel type station and was displayed with some early
postwar Hornby platforms to make a really impressive piece.

Last, but not least, I also spotted a wooden, single track footbridge that
turned out to be a French Hornby product. It was a bit play-worn but still
displayed nicely.
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At the end of the day I had decided to break the journey back to Calais by
driving for a couple of hours into Belgium for a final overnight stop in
Mons. I arrived at my hotel at about 8pm and it was just what the doctor
ordered. I was able to sit outside in the warm late evening sunshine, with
a couple of Belgian beers and a superb steak meal. I certainly slept well
that night!
On Monday morning the weather was much cooler, and I drove back to
Calais in good time for my return crossing, then from Folkestone the trip
back to Kings Cliffe was trouble free and I was back in good time to
reload the van ready for the HRCA meeting at Preston Brook on Tuesday
– no peace for the wicked – as they say 😊. I really enjoyed my little
adventure to Luxembourg and I hope that next time my wife will be able
to make the trip as well.
As always, a lot of hard work goes into making these events run so
smoothly and I really must thank Edmond and his team, including
Armand and Jessy, plus many more, for making this such a successful
first event. I really hope they feel it was worthwhile and run it again next
year. I, for one, will be happy to sign up to take part.

Bassett-Lowke Society Running Day – Cowper Arms,
Digswell, Sat 9th June, 2018
This is one of the events that I have attended from the very beginning of
WJVintage and I still enjoy it as much today as I always have. There is
always something of interest that turns up and the June meeting did not
disappoint in this respect
It could have been very different, however. It was a rather slow start and
Chairman Mike Green was concerned that no-one had brought anything to
run. Fortunately, a steady flow of arrivals over the next hour or so saw
some stunning models arrive. It seems the revised national railway
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timetables (that are quickly becoming a national disaster!) caught one or
two out and hence the slightly slow start.
Martin Bloxham always brings something of interest and on this occasion,
it was a very nice and slightly unusual Great Central Railway Class 11D
(LNER D9) 4-4-0 tender loco. It was a one-off but was actually built (or
re-built) from a Bassett-Lowke Duke of York. Martin reports that it is both
powerful and fast and can handle a fairly heavy train.

A4s are always eye catching so it was I was drawn to two very similar A4
models displayed together with a GNR K3 at one end of the layout. Pete
O’Kane was the owner of one of them and explained that they were all
produced by Douglas Models, who produced trains up until circa 1969
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The fascinating thing about these models is that they were produced with
fibreglass bodies. The finish on all 3 was good, certainly not gloss but with
just the right amount sheen to look realistic. I have certainly never seen
anything by Douglas Models before so another first for me.
Bernard Ridgely brought along his fabulous Fitzroy Loco Works P2 Class
‘Cock O’ The North’ for us all to drool over. Sadly, no longer in production
this is a seriously lovely looking locomotive. I have heard just a sniff of a
rumour that a second batch of these may be produced. I think they would
prove extremely popular. If I hear more, I’ll let you all know.

There was also a fabulous clockwork version of the Bassett-Lowke ‘Flying
Scotsman’ but sadly I didn’t get the owner’s name. I did however get a
photo of it in the sidings and then later another snap of the owner
winding it up - and I do know him, but I just can’t think of his name! I
have to say, it performed pretty well, managing at least 3 circuits with a
decent train of Pullman coaches.

10

This really did turn out to be an excellent meet and I apologise that I
have only shown a few highlights of some of the wonderful locos that
were running on the day. Of course, the only way to really see everything
is to get along to a meeting in person. I can recommend a trip to
Digswell, you will be very welcome, and it is always a lot of fun. The next
one is on Saturday September 22nd. Why not put it in the diary now?

11

Customer Corner

This month sees the welcome return of Customer Corner with some
absolutely stunning shots sent in by customers of their Bogie Bolster
Wagons being put to work.
The first photos are from Gordon Sandell in the USA who has featured in
these pages before. His layout is staggeringly realistic I am sure you will
agree. The shot below needs a double take to be sure its not real! It is
interesting to see that Gordon also has a Bass PO Wagon in his GWR rake.
I seem to recall he won this wagon a couple of years ago in the
WJVintage Christmas Competition.
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The next photos come from Jonathan Ward and feature the BR Bogie
Bolsters. No sooner had Jonathan received his wagons, than he set to
work on making some loads.
He made up some ‘H’ section beams in two lengths. In order to transport
the extra-long loads, he employed three Bassett-Lowke (Corgi era) BR 3Plank Wagons to accommodate the overhang of the loads. The effect is
very realistic I’m sure you will agree.

Thanks to both Jonathan and Gordon for submitting the photos. It is great
to see these layouts and also to see the new Bogie Bolster Wagons being
put to good use.
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Finally, this month a couple of rather dodgy photos (you have been
warned) from Mick Martin. These were taken at the recent Sandown Show
and feature yours truly alongside Mick and his wife Ann, and also with a
well-known rogue by the name of Don Broadbery 😊 You certainly get to
meet all the O gauge ‘celebs’ at Sandown!

What’s New?
New Six-Wheel Milk Tankers
Following on from the immensely popular West Park and Independent Milk
Supplies tank wagons launched at the end of 2017, I am pleased to
announce a further series of new Six-Wheel Milk Tank Wagons.
These will be a series of United Dairies liveries in four different variants
and each with two different running numbers, for those that may wish to
order a pair to run together.

The Photos of SR and LNER variants give an indication of the proposed liveries. Actual Artwork may
vary and will be published as soon as possible.
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Technical Details:
• Precision engineered, (7mm to the foot) O gauge models
• Tinplate body construction with cast, spoked wheels
• Beautifully tampo-printed bodies
• Fitted with standard Bassett-Lowke/Ace style droplink couplings
• Insulated wheels for 2- or 3-rail use
• Suitable for minimum 24” radius curves
• Two running numbers per livery (whilst stocks last)
The price for these will be £55.00 each plus P&P and the current plan is
to commence shipments during August.
Quantities of each livery will be extremely limited, and demand is likely to
be high so do please place your orders early to avoid disappointment.
WJV01089
WJV01090
WJV01091
WJV01092

United Dairies GWR
United Dairies LMS
United Dairies SR
United Dairies LNER

Bogie Bolster Wagons Update

As reported last month all the Bogie Bolster Wagons have now been received
and I have to report that I am already out of stock of the GWR version. All
the others have been selling steadily and I now have exactly 30 pieces left
across the remaining liveries from the 110 pieces delivered. Sorry, I
miscalculated last month thinking I had only ordered 100 pieces!
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WJV01083
WJV01084
WJV01085
WJV01086
WJV01087
WJV01088

Bogie Bolster – GWR SOLD OUT
Bogie Bolster – LMS 4 IN STOCK
Bogie Bolster – SR 11 IN STOCK
Bogie Bolster – LNER 5 IN STOCK
Bogie Bolster - British Railways 6 IN STOCK
Bogie Bolster - War Department 4 IN STOCK

Quantities shown are correct at time of going to press but I would suggest
you email me to check before confirming your order.
All livery lettering is produced using high quality tampo-printing onto
tinplate bodies. Each design has two different running numbers so if two
are ordered I will send one of each whilst stocks last.
• All models feature insulated wheels, for 2- or 3- rail use.
• Standard drop link style couplings fitted.
• Suitable for 24-inch radius curves.
• Overall length of the bogie bolster wagon, buffer to buffer is a little
over 28cm (11 inches).
The wagons are priced at £79.00 plus P&P.

LSWR/SR Adams 415 Class Radial 4-4-2T Update
The Epitome of Victorian Elegance in Locomotive Design

The much-anticipated Adams Radial will be with us soon!
In fact, ETS are hoping to send me the first production photos towards
the end of this week. Normally that means they will be ready to ship the
following week, so I am hopeful we will receive our first production locos
around the end of the month. Please keep an eye out on my Facebook
page and the new website (www.wjvintage) as I will post the photos as
soon as I receive them.
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I will then start getting in touch with customers who have pre-ordered, so
we can arrange payment and deliveries. There are quite a few of you so
please bear with me as I go through the list.
It has been quite a wait and I do thank you for your patience. I think it
will be a stunning little loco and believe me, I share your frustration at
the wait!
Darstaed LSWR Non-Corridor Suburban Coaches
I have been lucky enough to acquire 2 x Darstaed LSWR coaches from a
set that was broken up to sell separately. These are like ‘hens teeth’ to
find as Darstaed were only able to make around 30 sets due to printing
issues. I can offer a 3rd Class Coach No.372 and a 3rd Brake No.275.

The coaches are absolutely as new and unrun and will be supplied boxed
in an old Darstaed 3 piece set box. They are wired up for internal lighting
but neither of the coaches have the spoon pick-ups fitted. Apologies for
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the rather poor quality of the photos. My usual studio facilities are
currently out of commission, so these are table-top shots using an ageing
phone camera.
These coaches would look absolutely fabulous behind a LSWR Adams
Radial.
Price for the pair is £170.00 plus P&P. This is a one-off offer, so it is first
come, first served I’m afraid.

See us at Shows
If it’s convenient and you’d like to save the postage, why not come and see
us at one of the regular shows we attend in the Midlands and East of England
or (I can now say) occasionally in Mainland Europe, and you can buy on the
day.
We always like to meet our customers face to face – it makes a pleasant
change from the virtual world we seem to live in these days!
Below are our forthcoming shows:
Saturday June 16th – Alresford, 25th Annual Festival of Toy Trains
Perins Community School, New Alresford, Hampshire, SO24 9BS 10:30am to 4:30pm
Sunday June 24th – Huntingdon (JJ Webb Fairs)
International Indoor Arena, Kings Bush Centre, Godmanchester, PE29
2NH – 10am to 2:30pm
Monday June 25th – NAROGG (Northants & Rutland O Gauge
Group) Harringworth Village Hall, Gretton Road, Harringworth,
Northants, NN17 3AD – 4:00pm to 8:30pm
Everyone and all O Gauge welcome, £3.00 entry
Monday July 2nd - Cotswolds Area HRCA Meeting, Rye Hill Golf Club
Milcombe, Banbury, OX15 4RU – 4:00pm to 9:00pm

Ordering from WJVintage is Easy
Online
Please use the new website as a shop window and then place you order by
using the dropdown menu on each product page to select and submit the
item you wish to purchase. This automatically sends me your details and I
will be in touch to confirm your requirements and take payment.
Alternatively select what you want and then give me a call or email me.
Whichever method you use I will get back to you asap and I can confirm
stock, particularly for highly limited items, and postage options. Please see
below for full contact details.
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Credit Card
We have a credit/debit card facility, so you can telephone and place your
order with us by calling 07711 092497 – please have your card to hand
when calling.
Cheque
If you would prefer to pay by cheque, that is no problem either. Just
download the order form from our website and complete your
requirements. Then make a cheque out for the total and post both order
form and cheque to us at the address shown. Please make cheques
payable to WJVintage.
Email
Alternatively, you can place your order by email and payment can then
be made either by card, PayPal or cheque. Please note our email address
is: wjvintage@outlook.com
Shows
We also take the credit/debit card machine to all our shows.

All the best

Paul
*********

WJVintage

Tel: 07711 092497
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www.wjvintage.co.uk

