WJVintage
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Welcome to the November issue of the WJVintage Newsletter.
There is lots of news to bring you this month. We are now well into
the busy autumn/winter Train Show season, I have just returned
from a very productive trip to ETS in Prague, plus, I have been
unwell – so life is as hectic as ever! Oh, and did someone mention
Christmas is coming?!
Thanks to those of you who kindly enquired after my health (word
does spread quickly!). My doctor initially thought I had Shingles
(not nice at all) but on my second visit he decided it was a
bacterial infection and a strong course of antibiotics cleared it up
in about a week – thank goodness.
As always, I have reported on some of my travels in the ‘Out and
About’ section below, including a brief review of my trip to
Prague.
One of the results of this trip was to see a beautiful new
Australian C30 4-6-4T locomotive that ETS have produced for the
Hornby Railway Collector Association of Australia (HRCAA) to
mark the Association’s 40th anniversary which falls in 2019. Fifty
locos have been produced exclusively for HRCAA members.
The exciting news however, is that a further fifty locos bearing a
different running number have been produced for ‘rest of world’
sales and I have managed to secure a very small quantity of these
for the UK. Full details can be found below in the ‘What’s New’
section of the newsletter, along with all the other new product
updates.
Until next month
Keep playing trains!
1

Out and About

Saturday Nov 3rd – TCS Autumn Meet
Trinity Methodist Church Hall, Leicester
Whilst I didn’t have a table at this show (due to an administrative error
on my part!) I was able to base myself at the British Toy Trains/Michael
Foster stall from where I met a considerable number of customers. I
also managed to deliver quite a few items some of which were later
spotted running.
There was actually something rather nice about attending a show rather
than working at it and I have to say, I found this to be an interesting and
enjoyable day out. It was busy without being overwhelmingly packed and
there were some really nice layouts to enjoy.
The most impressive from my point of view was the O gauge layout
provided by David Knighton and Jonathan Ward. Both are well-known at
the TCS Leicester events, but they do strive to put on something different
at each show so there is generally something new and interesting to view.
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On this occasion the stars of the show were undoubtedly three superb,
and rare as ‘hens’ teeth’ Bassett-Lowke Underground Trains. I have seen
one of these before but never all three together and I have to say they
look an absolute treat. I believe David has done some considerable
cleaning-up work on them to bring them back to the fabulous condition
they are now in. I wasn’t alone in admiring these as the caused
considerable interest all day – particularly as they were set against the
perfect backdrop of a late 1930s Bassett-Lowke Ashfield Underground
Station.

From a personal perspective it was also great to see so many WJVintage
products being used on the layout. A first run out for the Southern Adams
Radial was one highlight, along with a train hauling a superb rake of sixwheeled milk tank wagons. I think I counted 11 in total.

It was also great to see Simon Goodyear operating a layout, and an
absolutely fascinating layout at that. He was running exclusively Gauge 1
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clockwork and by the looks of it, it was all true vintage stock, the likes of
which I have never seen running before.

In complete contrast, another layout that caught my eye was out in the
entrance hall. It was a fabulous monorail system. Unfortunately, I didn’t
get any details about the layout or the owner, but I have included some
photos anyway as it was a really fascinating display and the scale looked
to be 0 gauge-ish.

Monday Nov 5th – HRCA Cotswolds Group, Rye Hill Golf
Club, near Banbury
This group is now well established at its new venue and numbers
certainly seem to be holding at around the 40 mark, which is excellent
considering the changes and the fact that we now have commercial
catering rather than the volunteer produced delights that we enjoyed
back at Northend.
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That is not to say there is anything wrong with the golf club catering at all
– in fact it is excellent! However, it comes at a higher cost and I think
there were one or two concerns initially that numbers might dwindle as a
result. On the contrary, the table I sat down with for dinner at this
meeting were all singing the praises of the new arrangements and
enjoying the added sociability of a ‘posh’ sit-down meal in very
comfortable surroundings.

The theme for the evening was works/maintenance trains and as always
there was a good level of participation and some excellent wagons all
ready to undertake various degrees of work.
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However, at this time of year, and particularly this year, we reflect back
to the Great War, WW2 and other conflicts since, and remember those
who sacrificed their lives so that we might enjoy ours. So, it was
particularly fitting that John Reid was displaying a 0 gauge model of the
very coach in which the armistice was signed at 11am on 11th November,
1918, which brought the First World War to a close 100 years ago. The
tinplate model was produced about 30 years ago by a French company,
A.S. A very fitting tribute – many thanks to John for sharing it with us.

Monday Oct 29th – Wed Oct 31st – Trip to ETS Prague
This has become a regular six-monthly opportunity to catch up with ETS
and the various projects, past, present and future that we are working
on. On this occasion special congratulations were in order as Zuzana,
who got married back in the spring, is now expecting her first baby – a
little boy.
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These meetings are always very useful, and I find we can get done in a
day, what would take weeks of email correspondence, so it is well worth
the time and expense in the long run.
On this trip we were able to agree the final deliveries of the Adams
Radials and confirmed the artworks for the Bogie Brick Wagons. Then
moving onto future projects, we also discussed the Toad Brake Van which
I have mentioned in past newsletters and hopefully a new quotation for
this should be with us very shortly.
The new Australian HRCAA C30 4-6-4T was presented to us. It really is a
nice locomotive and details of how you can get your hands on one are
given later in the newsletter.

Looking further ahead we also discussed projects for later in 2019, in
particular we got to see the prototype of our next new locomotive project.
It looked great but, as always, several changes were suggested, and a
few tweaks will be incorporated before it is finished and sent over to us to
launch in the new year. It’s all very exciting but I’m afraid I’m giving no
clues away as to what it is – sorry 😊
So, for now it is put away in its box and kept firmly under wraps!!
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Longer term projects were also discussed, including new categories and
several completely new ideas were floated. Some, if not most may come
to nothing, but some may make it to production, and so it is always very
productive to have such discussions at an early stage with the team who
will end up manufacturing the final products. They tend to have a good
idea of what is do-able and what isn’t.
All in all, a very useful couple of days spent in good company, in one of
Europe’s nicest cities – there are worse ways of making a living!

Customer Corner
There are some very clever people around and Steve Clark is one of
them. Not only has he constructed a superb, multi-level, crammed with
interest, 0 gauge layout, in his garage, but he has also designed it from
scratch to operate on a pulley system, whereby the entire layout can be
hoisted up to the top of the garage to allow access for a car. But it doesn’t
just stop there, because Steve is also a dab hand at making
breathtakingly good videos of his trains running on his layout. What’s
more he does it all incredibly quickly, including captions and sound
effects!
So, you can imagine my excitement when he sent an email to say he was
about to upload a video of his Southern Adams Radial, together with a set
of Darstaed Southern six-wheel coaches. The screen grab above shows
the loco and coaches just pulling into the station and the one below shows
the train on part of the elevated section. However, to fully appreciate this
fantastic layout, I really do recommend you follow the link below, and
enjoy the full video. It is another superb effort and I am sure you will all
enjoy it hugely.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O0RyiqXXtQ0&feature=youtu.be
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If the link doesn’t work directly by clicking on it, then please copy and
paste it into your internet browser. If you haven’t seen one of Steve’s
videos before, you are in for a treat – in fact even if you have seen his
videos before, you are still in for a treat! 😊

The bad news is that Steve is about to move house, and so this wonderful
layout is soon to be dismantled. The good news is that the new property
was chosen with a keen eye (but don’t tell Mrs Clark) for where the new
layout would be located and indeed, I am told that the new design is
already underway. Can’t wait to see it!

What’s New?
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New South Wales Government Railway C30 Class 4-6-4T
The C30 Class tank locomotives were built for the New South Wales
Government Railway (NSWGR) in Australia, mainly to handle the everincreasing suburban traffic around Sydney. A first batch of 35 were
produced by Beyer Peacock between 1903 and 1904. Then between 1905
and 1917 a further 60 were built by Beyer Peacock and 50 by Eveleigh
Railway Workshops.
In 1928, following electrification 77 of the class were converted to 4-6-0
tender type locomotives for use on country branch lines where they
replaced much older locomotives. The remaining tank engines remained
on suburban duties around Sydney, Newcastle and Wollongong.
Withdrawals began in February 1957, by July 1965 the fleet was down to
33 and by mid-1971 down to just three. The last, 3085, was withdrawn
on 22 February 1973. It was the second last steam locomotive in service
on the NSWGR.

In 2018 the Hornby Railway Collector Association of Australia (HRCAA)
commissioned ETS to produce a batch of 50 NSWGR C30 Class tank
engines to commemorate the 40th anniversary of the Australian branch of
the society in 2019. The models have been produced with running
number 3014 and each has a HRCAA logo printed on the rear of the
bunker.
In addition to this exclusive HRCAA limited edition, ETS has also produced
a highly limited run of the locomotive for general sales around the rest of
the world. This run is also limited to just 50 pieces in total, and each
locomotive carries the running number 3019. Note also that to further
differentiate this release from the Australian exclusive, these locomotives
do not carry the HRCAA logo on the bunker. The loco is presented in the
very smart NSWGR lined black livery.
As a key distributor of ETS products, WJVintage is pleased to have
secured a very limited number of these beautiful locomotives for sale in
the UK.
Available as either 3-rail (standard) or 2-rail (to special order) these locos
are priced at £499.00 each plus P&P.
These are sure to become a very collectable and much sought-after model
so please order quickly to secure yours. Only available whilst stocks last.
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LSWR/SR Adams 415 Class Radial 4-4-2T Update

The Epitome of Victorian Elegance in Locomotive Design
Just a quick update this month. Following our trip to Prague we have
discussed the deliveries of the Adams and have agreed the following
schedule
•
•
•

LSWR & Southern Green are both now available
BR (Early & late crest) lined black available early December
SR black with sunshine lettering available mid-December (we hope
just in time for Christmas)
WJV01078
WJV01079
WJV01080
WJV01081
WJV01082

Adams Radial LSWR lined Adams Pea Green
Adams Radial Southern lined Maunsell Green
Adams Radial Southern unlined Black 'Sunshine' lettering
Adams Radial BR early crest lined Black
Adams Radial BR late crest lined Black

Price for all versions is £450.00 each plus P&P.
Please get in touch to buy/reserve yours.

United Dairies Six-Wheel Milk Tankers
We have now received delivery of the SR and LNER versions of the new
Six-Wheel Milk Tank wagons, so the entire series has now been produced
– call me biased if you will, but a splendid series I think they make too!
Sadly, I have already sold out of the GWR version but I still have stocks
of (LMS, SR and LNER) but I have to report that LMS and SR are now
both running low.
Remember, all four different variants are being produced with two
different running numbers, for those that may wish to order a pair to run
together.

SOLD OUT
LOW STOCK
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LOW STOCK

Quantities of each livery are extremely limited, and demand is proving to
be high so do please place your orders early to avoid disappointment.
Below is the full list of livery variants.
WJV01089
WJV01090
WJV01091
WJV01092

United Dairies GWR – SOLD OUT
United Dairies LMS – LOW STOCK
United Dairies SR – LOW STOCK
United Dairies LNER – IN STOCK

The price for these is £55.00 each plus P&P.

Coming Soon
GNR/LNER Bogie Brick Wagon/Sulphate Wagon
Development of the Bogie Brick Wagon is moving ahead at a fair pace!
The prototype shown below gives a feel for what is to come, whereas the
artworks below show what the final print will look like on the first two
releases.
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Liveries will include:
GNR Brick Wagon, LNER Brick Wagon, BR (Eastern) Brick Wagon,
LNER Sulphate wagon

Once again, all four different variants will be produced with two different
running numbers, for those that may wish to order a pair to run together.
Each wagon will be priced at £85.00 each plus P&P.

New City Builder Kit

As reported last month, we have a brand new release from Sam Models in
the form of a Corner Supermarket kit. I am pleased to confirm these are
now in stock and ready to ship.
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This is quite a large model with lots of detail and will certainly make an
impressive addition to your layout
All parts are laser cut and require just minimal cutting out. The full-colour
assembly instructions are very clear and easy to follow making this an
ideal rainy Sunday afternoon project, particularly as the nights draw in.
All you will need to complete the kit is a craft knife, PVA glue (or similar
card glue) and a little patience as you do have to let things dry between
stages!
The price for the new Supermarket will be £28.95 plus P&P
I should have stock in the next week or so.
All other City Builder kits are still available as priced on my website whilst
stocks last.
However, demand has increased since I announced the price increases to
come when I next re-order, so do get your orders in quickly. These do
make great Christmas presents!

See us at Shows
If it’s convenient and you’d like to save the postage, why not come and see
us at one of the regular shows we attend in the Midlands and East of England
or (I can now say) occasionally in Mainland Europe, and you can buy on the
day.
We always like to meet our customers face to face – it makes a pleasant
change from the virtual world we seem to live in these days!
Below are our forthcoming shows:
Mon Nov 26th – NAROGG (Northants & Rutland O Gauge Group)
Harringworth Village Hall, Gretton Road, Harringworth, Northants, NN17
3AD – 4:00pm to 8:30pm Theme ’50 Shades of Red’
Everyone and all O Gauge welcome, £3.00 entry
Tuesday Nov 27th – Fulbourn, Cambridge (HRCA Running Night)
Fulbourn Village Library, The Swifts, Haggis Gap, Fulbourn, Cambs CB21
5HD – 6:30pm to 9:00pm (‘OO’ and ‘O’ Gauge layouts)
Monday Dec 3rd - Cotswolds Area HRCA Christmas Party, The
Leopard, Bishops Tatchworth. Pre-booked only. I can deliver any orders
required on the night.
Tuesday Dec 4th - HRCA Merseyside Area Meeting
Preston Brook Village Hall, Preston Brook, Cheshire WA7 3AW - 4.00pm to
9.00pm Christmas displays will feature and Christmas sweaters are a must!!
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Saturday Dec 15th – Bassett-Lowke Society Running Day Digswell
The Cowper Arms, 31 Station Road, Digswell, Welwyn, Herts, AL6 0EA –
10:30am to 3:30pm
Pease note The Cowper Arms is next to Welwyn North Station

Sunday Dec 16th – Huntingdon (JJ Webb Fairs)
International Indoor Arena, Kings Bush Centre, Godmanchester, PE29
2NH – 10am to 2:30pm
This will be the final Godmanchester Show. The event will move to St Neots in
2019 – more info in due course

Thursday Dec 27th – NEC (Barry Potter Fairs)
Hall 18, National Exhibition Centre, Birmingham, B40 1NT – 10:30am to
3:30pm

Ordering from WJVintage is Easy

Online
Please use the new website as a shop window and then place you order by
using the dropdown menu on each product page to select and submit the
item you wish to purchase. This automatically sends me your details and I
will be in touch to confirm your requirements and take payment.
Alternatively select what you want and then give me a call or email me.
Whichever method you use I will get back to you asap and I can confirm
stock, particularly for highly limited items, and postage options. Please see
below for full contact details.
Credit Card
We have a credit/debit card facility, so you can telephone and place your
order with us by calling 07711 092497 – please have your card to hand
when calling.
Cheque
If you would prefer to pay by cheque, that is no problem either. Just
download the order form from our website and complete your
requirements. Then make a cheque out for the total and post both order
form and cheque to us at the address shown. Please make cheques
payable to WJVintage.
Email
Alternatively, you can place your order by email and payment can then
be made either by card, PayPal or cheque. Please note our email address
is: wjvintage@outlook.com
Shows
We also take the credit/debit card machine to all our shows.
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All the best

Paul
WJVintage

*********
Tel: 07711 092497
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www.wjvintage.co.uk

