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Welcome to the May edition of the WJVintage Newsletter. As I
write, we are experiencing April weather in May. Last week the
rain was incessant, and the heating was back on, now it is warm
and sunny – don’t you just love the English weather? Particularly
in springtime, where warm and sunny and cold and wet seem to
trade places frequently, and without warning!
Thank goodness we have our trains to distract us from the
meteorological challenges, and over the past month, I’m pleased
to say, there have been some absolutely fantastic distractions.
First and foremost was the two-day HRCA 50th Anniversary
celebration held at Stoneleigh Park (the National Agricultural &
Exhibition Centre) in Warwickshire. Scroll down to the ‘Out and
About’ section below for my full report and lots of photos from an
event that in my opinion exceeded expectations and saw large
visitor numbers on both days.
There is also a report on the recent Northants and Rutland
running afternoon/evening, which saw a fabulous response to the
EMU/DMU/Diesel/Electric theme, including a very rare Australian
EMU, the likes of which I have never seen before!
All the other regular features are also there so I’ll wrap up now
and let you scroll on down for your monthly read!
Until next month
Keep Playing Trains!
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Out and About

HRCA 50th Anniversary Celebratory Weekend,
Stoneleigh Park, 27th/28th April, 2019
Well I have to say, the HRCA really pulled out all the stops for
this one. It was quite simply a magnificent weekend and huge
congratulations are due to Rachel Vyse and her organising team
The only other events to come close to this that I have attended are the
two Bassett-Lowke weekends held at Swindon in 2012 and 2017 to mark
the Bassett-Lowke Society’s 20th and 25 anniversaries respectively, plus
the HRCA 45th anniversary held in Loughborough in 2014 – which was
good, but this one was better!
My biggest problem was actually getting around to see everything. Being
on my own I had to wait for a quiet moment but there were precious few.
I don’t know what the official attendance was, but I reckon close to 1000
people visited over the two days – it was busy!
So, what were the highlights? Well there were many so here goes ….
Firstly, right behind my tables Adam Heeley had the biggest M Series
layout I have ever seen.
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Pre- and post-war, British, American and French, you name it and it was
there. Some of the rakes of wagons were incredible and to add to the fun
there were derailments aplenty. When I left the set-up on Friday evening
there was just the track in place. When I returned on Saturday morning
there was a complete landscape of buildings, fields, caravan park and
other accessories so there must have been some midnight oil burned by
Adam and his team. A fantastic layout and great fun to watch.

Directly opposite my tables, Jim Gamble put on the most superb display
of Meccano working dealer window display models, dating from the very
first in 1901 through to the 1960s. Picking favourites is difficult because
they were all so good. However, I did rather like the animated cat and the
‘modern’ car. But then the helicopter was great, as was the Rocket
locomotive!
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All these display models were designed with animated features and were
fitted with powerful mains operated motors so they could be continuously
displayed in shop windows. Jim Gamble is an acknowledged Meccano
expert and this display was certainly one of the most impressive I have
seen.
Back to trains, and just across from the M Series layout Nicholas Oddy
had a unique display of O Gauge clockwork locos from the Hornby Service
and Repairs Department. The unique feature of these is that each has
been returned by customers for work and each is in some way different to
the standard production.
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There was a fascinating display of early 2710 style tender locos – thirteen
variations in total with copious notes from Nicholas to explain the
differences and the logic behind them.

Having spent 20 years working in the diecast toy industry, I have quite an
interest is old advertising and packaging (we used much of this as
reference for the Lledo Days Gone and Corgi Classics and Cameo style
models), so I was instantly drawn to a wonderful display by Richard
Taylor. He had amassed all the Hornby O Gauge PO wagons, vans and
tankers alongside original, period packaging and advertising material,
including some really nice oil/petrol cans that Richard has restored and
repainted.
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Right over in the opposite corner to my tables I came across another
superb O Gauge layout, and unusually this one was all clockwork. This
was the work of Richard Armitage-Smith and featured scratch-built
buildings and accessories by many manufacturers to support the Hornby
clockwork trains. I was particularly impressed by the fabulous engine
shed area which formed a small corner of a very large layout.

Believe me I have only covered a few of the many fantastic layouts and
display, I am already nearly 6 pages into the newsletter and I still haven’t
mentioned the centrepiece of the entire show!
So with apologies to those I have missed (perhaps I’ll include a Part 2
next month), I must now feature the magnificent ‘High Days and Hornby
Days’ layout by Howard Starr-Keddle, Robert Kaufeler and friends.
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This huge layout with 3 running circuits (or was it 4?), passing loops,
elevated sections and automated sidings was billed as pure Hornby and
covered UK and French Hornby of all periods. I fear the photos can hardly
do it justice, and really you had to be there to appreciate the size and
complexity of this layout. Quite how they managed to create it and make
it work in the time available on Friday, then dismantle it all on Sunday
and take it all away, is beyond me, but somehow, they managed it! Here
are a few photos to give a flavour of the layout.
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What more can I say? Stoneleigh is an excellent venue, centrally located
just a few miles from Coventry in the heart of the Midlands. It is just a
shame we can’t have events like this more often – or is it the fact they
are only every 5 years, that makes such events so special? Here’s to the
next one! … and I will post more photos next month.

Northants and Rutland O Gauge Group, Harringworth,
Monday 29th April, 2019
EMUs, DMUs, Diesels and Electrics was the theme for the April
meeting of the NAROGG group and what a display we got. A great
turnout and some outstanding models to support the theme

It is great to see just how many of our group make an effort to follow the
theme and I think it really enhances these meetings – I certainly find
something new to me at virtually every meeting.
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On this occasion it included some rather nice continental outline as well as
British – like Chris Holmes lovely Swiss Hag Re 4/4 seen above, pulling
five vintage Darstaed Rheingold plus a Swiss railways equivalent coach,
with ease.
We also had a special visitor all the way from Australia. Simon Fraser
hatched a cunning plan to spend several weeks visiting family in various
parts of Europe and just happened to book the UK leg to coincide with the
HRCA 50th weekend and the NAROGG event.
Simon is a regular contributor to the Classic O Gauge forum and so he
was able to put names to many faces from the forum. He also made a
special effort to bring along his own take on an Aussie-style EMU – much
to the enjoyment of everyone present!! 😊 We all hope Simon enjoyed his
stay and we look forward to meeting up again sometime in the not too
distant future.

As you will see above right, Simon wasn’t the only one to lighten the
mood with a comedy take on the theme.
Once again, we had some excellent buildings and accessories and I just
couldn’t help myself again posing one of my Sentinels alongside John
Mawson’s lovely Billerbahn crane in his goods yard.
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Roger Marriot also brought along a lovely Marx tinplate Freight Terminal, the
likes of which I had never seen before.

And then how about Dave Peasant’s fascinating and rare Ives Railway Lines
1926 set complete with original packaging and paperwork? Quite superb!

Here are a few more ‘on theme’ photos from a brilliant running session.
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Meeting with ETS in Prague, May 15th 2019
Twice a year I travel with Colin Toten from Raylo to discuss our
joint projects with the team at ETS. On this occasion we were
delighted to meet a brand new member of the team in young
Benjamin, Zuzana’s baby who is just 3 months old!
You will be pleased to hear that we have now signed off our next new
locomotive project and we also discussed future projects based largely
around your feedback received following my recent request for models you
would like to see. Hopefully 2020 will see the first of these come to fruition. I
won’t say any more on this for the time being as all projects are subject to
financial review and I wouldn’t want to make positive noises about certain
projects, only to then have to disappoint if they did not prove economically
viable.
It is perhaps also worth pointing out another relatively new member of the
ETS team. Seen above 2nd from left is Standa Drasnar. Apart from bearing an
uncanny resemblance to Tottenham Hotspurs manager, Mauricio Pochettino,
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he is also a talented young engineer, who now assists chief designer, Jiri
Nemecek (3rd from left) and who actually designed the production version of
the Adams Radial. He designs the models using 3-D CAD which means I can
have sight of the design on my computer, before any metal is cut. The
design drawings, as the name suggests, are three dimensional and I am able
to rotate them on-screen to view from any angle, plus I can zoom in on
detail. It is all very clever stuff and it certainly makes life a lot easier when
working at a distance, plus it should mean far more accurate models going
forward.
It is great to see that ETS are investing in people and technology to ensure
their business remains competitive in the future.

Customer Corner

Tappers regular Garry Rodgers recently bought my last but one Terrier, a
South East & Chatham Railway (SE&CR) lined green version and then a few
weeks later added a Darstaed SE&CR coach set. The result is this splendid
looking train seen here in action at a Tappers running night. Thanks for
sending this in Garry – I have a real soft spot for the Terrier and this one
really looks the part. It is also one of only 12 made in that scheme so quite a
rarity too!
I do have other customer photos to feature but I’m afraid I am running out
of space for this month if I am going to keep the newsletter to below 20
pages. I will hold these over until next month so please don’t be disappointed
that your photo has not been published – It will be.

13

What’s New?
Sentinel Y1/Y3 Update

The range of Sentinels continues to grow as even more schemes have
now been delivered.
The photos below show the full range of locos now available.

LOW STOCK

SOLD OUT

LOW STOCK

Inevitably, with only low quantity production runs for many of these, stocks
are already very low on some liveries (sold out on one). Please let me know
if you would like to add one of these to your shunting yard. They are all
priced at £275.00 each plus P&P and all are supplied as 3-rail only (2-rail
available to special order)
Next to arrive will be the War Department version, ‘Molly’
The artwork is shown to the
left and by next month we
should have production photos
to show you as well
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Sentinel LNER lined livery
Several customers for the LNER lined Sentinel have expressed a preference
for the locomotive numbered 8400 (which appeared in some of the preproduction shots I used when previewing the model). As a result, we have
decided to change production to this livery as shown in the extremely rare
full colour photo of the real thing which is dated September 1938 and shows
Sentinel Y1 6400 working on the sea wall at Lowestoft following floods.

As the factory had already prepared bodies for this run with the grilles in
place there will be a slight delay in order to run the new parts for the grilleless Y1 body.
The Y3 bodies already prepared will not however go to waste and we are
proposing to make an additional short run of a non-lined LNER version (as
the first one is almost sold out). This will be in the form of Locomotive 8163,
presented as it would have looked during its days based at Sheffield shed
circa 1946. As you will see it is quite different to Locomotive 150 already
produced.

Note: we will not include the number 6 in the running number as shown
above, as this was a later (1949) addition when based out of Wrexham shed.
I will only be receiving 10 of these models so please shout if you would like
to pre-order one.
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New O Gauge Loco Driver/Fireman Sets
These wonderful figures have been selling really well and I am
keeping Graham Lock busy with top-up orders. They are cast in
white metal then individually hand-painted by Graham, co-founder
of the well-known ‘Tappers’ model railway group based in Bromley.
They have a fantastic period look and feel and will surely enhance
any traditional O gauge locomotive footplate. Available in prenationalisation (pale blue) or BR (dark blue) schemes and with
resting or shovelling fireman.

Each set is priced at £15.00 plus P&P for a pair of figures.
Please specify style and era when ordering.

Last Chance Saloon
The Very Last Terrier
As you may have noted earlier in the newsletter, I recently sold my last but
one Terrier (SE&CR) to Garry Rodgers. The Terrier was the first British
locomotive that I sold on behalf of ETS and it is the foundation upon which
WJVintage has been built up as a business, with 400 units (200 for
WJVintage) produced over 3 production runs, commencing in 2012.
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My very last Terrier is from the 3rd and final production and is one of a
limited run of just 12 pieces made in British railways sunshine lettering
scheme. The normal price of this loco is £325.00 but as this is the last one I
will let it go for £300.00 plus P&P. First come, first served so please get in
touch quickly if you are interested.

The Very Last LNER Austerity 2-8-0
After the 2nd World War the LNER bought large quantities of surplus Austerity
2-8-0 locomotives from the War Department. Some time ago we
commissioned ETS to produce a version of one of the Austerity 2-8-0s in
LNER livery. At the time they only had sufficient parts to produce 12 pieces
and so this run was again extremely limited.

Due to an order being cancelled I have just one of these lovely locos still
available in 3-rail only configuration. The current ETS list price for a 3-rail
version is £840.00. However, I can offer this last one I have in stock for just
£675.00 plus P&P. Please let me know quickly if you would like it!
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New Show

I like to think that I am fairly open-minded about the hobby and O Gauge in
particular. So, with that in mind I have decided to have a go at a brand-new
show. On Saturday June 1st I will be exhibiting at the Gauge O Guild Summer
Show at the Dome Leisure Centre, Doncaster. It may not be an obvious
choice for coarse (or now also known as standard) scale O Gauge models but
I won’t know until I try. I hope that some of my more northern based
customers might take the opportunity to come along and keep me company
for a while, plus I hope to meet one or two new customers as well. Full
details are given in the See us at Shows listings below. I look forward to
seeing you there.

See us at Shows
If it’s convenient and you’d like to save the postage, why not come and see
us at one of the regular shows we attend in the Midlands and East of England
or occasionally in Mainland Europe, and you can buy on the day.
We always like to meet our customers face to face – it makes a pleasant
change from the virtual world we seem to live in these days!
Below are our forthcoming shows:
Saturday May 25th – Sandown Park (Barry Potter Fairs)
Sandown Exhibition Centre, Sandown Park Racecourse, Portsmouth Road,
Esher, Surrey, KT10 9AJ - 10:30am to 3:30pm
Tuesday May 28th – Fulbourn, Cambridge (HRCA Running Night)
Fullbourn Village Library, The Swifts, Haggis Gap, Fulbourn, Cambs CB21
5HD – 6:30pm to 9:00pm (‘OO’ and ‘O’ Gauge layouts)
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Saturday June 1st - Gauge O Guild Summer Show, The Dome Leisure
Centre, Doncaster Lakeside, Bawtry Road, Doncaster, DN4 7PD. –
10:00am to 4:00pm. Entry, members £5, non-members £10 – prices
admit 1 + partner and up to 2 children
Monday June 3rd - Cotswolds Area HRCA Meeting, Rye Hill Golf Club,
Milcombe, Banbury, OX15 4RU – 4:00pm to 9:00pm
Tuesday June 4th - HRCA Merseyside Area Meeting
Preston Brook Village Hall, Preston Brook, Cheshire WA7 3AW - 4.00pm to
8.00pm
Sunday June 9th – St Ives Toy and Train Fair
NEW VENUE!
- formerly Huntingdon (JJ Webb Fairs)
One Leisure St Ives, Burgess Hall Events and Conference Centre,
Westwood Road, St Ives, Cambridgeshire, PE27 6WU – 10:00am to
2:30pm
Saturday June 15th – Alresford, 26th Annual Festival of Toy Trains
Perins Community School, New Alresford, Hampshire, SO24 9BS 10:30am to 4:30pm

Ordering from WJVintage is Easy
Online
Please use the WJVintage website as a shop window and then place you
order by using the dropdown menu on each product page to select and
submit the item you wish to purchase. This automatically sends me your
details and I will be in touch to confirm your requirements and take
payment. Alternatively select what you want and then give me a call or email
me. Whichever method you use I will get back to you asap and I can confirm
stock, particularly for highly limited items, and postage options. Please see
below for full contact details.
Credit Card
We have a credit/debit card facility, so you can telephone and place your
order with us by calling 07711 092497 – please have your card to hand
when calling.
Cheque
If you would prefer to pay by cheque, that is no problem either. Just
download the order form from our website and complete your
requirements. Then make a cheque out for the total and post both order
form and cheque to us at the address shown. Please make cheques
payable to WJVintage.
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Email
Alternatively, you can place your order by email and payment can then
be made either by card, PayPal or cheque. Please note our email address
is: wjvintage@outlook.com
Shows
We also take the credit/debit card machine to all our shows.

Best Wishes

Paul
*********

WJVintage

Tel: 07711 092497
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www.wjvintage.co.uk

