WJVintage
December 2019 Newsletter

Welcome to the December edition of the WJVintage newsletter
and may I take the opportunity to wish every one of my
customers and readers a very merry Christmas and a happy and
healthy 2020. I hope you have all been good boys and girls over
the past year and that Santa brings you all the O Gauge goodies
you have been wanting.
For some of you that may include the LNER J94 Class 0-6-0ST. The
first batch (LNER 8008) has just arrived and I have been working
hard to get orders out to customers in time for Christmas.
First production photos are to be found in the ‘What’s New’
section of the newsletter which you will find as you scroll down. I
think it’s a stunning little loco, I hope you will like it too!
I am trying to make this a somewhat shorter edition than normal,
so I can get it out in time for a relaxed read over the Christmas
holiday period.
That’s the plan anyway, but we are only on the first page. Who
knows how long it will end up? I have just come back from three
excellent Christmas HRCA events so already the ‘Out and About’
section is filling up with festive visit reports.
But that’s what makes the newsletters such fun to write. They
evolve even as you are writing them as more items of interest
come to my attention!
Have a wonderful Christmas and don’t forget …
Keep Enjoying Your Trains!
See you in 2020!
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Out and About

Northants and Rutland O Gauge Group (NAROGG)
Harringworth, Monday Nov 25th, 2019
Another excellent turnout and, once again, strong support for
the theme of ‘Quirky’ resulted in yet another excellent meeting
with some fine and different locos and accessories on show.
Plus it was our 3rd Anniversary as a group so a special ‘buzz’
around the hall as we celebrated with cake – of course!
Yes, we had everything from Donald Duck and Mickey Mouse to original
Karl Bubb, plus a good smattering of Hornby, Bassett Lowke, MTH, Ace,
WJVintage to name but a few – and many with a ‘quirky feel to them.
Once again, Richard has produced a full report in his newsletter, so I am
really just giving a flavour of the event.

Photo Ted Robinson
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Kevin Payne’s Terrier was in the livery of the Rutland Light Railway. This
very appropriate livery was cleverly produced by using bespoke printed
fridge magnet panels to stick to the tank sides (thus hiding the original
British Railways livery). It looked very nice with a couple of unusual
Fandor coaches behind.

Bruce Palmer’s searchlight train was certainly ‘quirky’. I didn’t see it lit up
but all the lamps were wired so I assume it does.
Dave Peasant’s Karl Bub 0-4-0 tender loco was also highly unusual. The
tender was adorned with a picture of Queen Elizabeth 2nd to
commemorate her coronation in 1953. I’ve certainly never seen anything
like this before.

I’ve also never seen anything like the lovely Railcar that was on display.
John Mawson brought it along but very little is known about it other than
John believes it was manufactured in Japan, It is certainly old, has a real
charm through its simplicity and definitely qualifies as quirky
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Martyn Blowham never fails to deliver with the slightly unusual. His
offering on this occasion was a quite beautiful GCR Class 12AM 2-4-0T

Photo Ted Robinson

It really did look a picture running with two lovely 12-wheel GCR coaches
– all scratch built I believe.
Of course, being a birthday celebration there had to be cake! Presented
by Cathy and Angela during a rare moment in the (much deserved)
limelight, Richard did his best to extinguish the candles with all the huff
and puff he could muster!
. It hardly seems possible that NAROGG has
been in existence for three years now. Time certainly flies by when you
are having fun!
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HRCA Cotswolds Group Christmas Dinner and Party,
Monday Dec 2nd, 2019

Once again, the Cotswolds Group chose this year to celebrate
with a lovely three-course meal at the Leopard in Bishops
Tatchbrook.

Falling, as it does, on the first Monday in December, this is traditionally
my first Christmas dinner of the season and once again, it did not
disappoint. With crackers pulled and party hats adorned, the atmosphere
was festive and friendly, whilst the food was, as always, tasty and filling.
I like this event because it is a chance to relax (no sales table!) and to get
to meet members that I don’t always get a chance to talk to at the
regular meets.
Richard Taylor addressed us briefly to wish
everyone a happy Christmas and thanked the
staff for their hard work to produce the excellent
meal for us all.
Huge thanks as always are due to Richard, who
continues to organise the group and who over
the past couple of years has overseen the
successful transition of the group from Northend
Village Hall to Rye Hill Golf Club. I know from my
own experience With Richard Holder at NAROGG
just how much work goes into such events.

HRCA Merseyside Group Christmas Jumper Meet,
Tuesday Dec 3rd, 2019
Yes, I’m afraid the order of the day is Christmas Jumpers to be
worn at this festive meet! Thankfully (for you) I didn’t take a
selfie, so you are spared my slightly risqué jumper!
The O gauge layout fort this special meet was a magnificent winter scene,
complete with crisp deep snow and lots of illuminated Hornby accessories
to give a real Christmassy feel.
5

This layout was dedicated to the memory of long standing ‘Brookie’ Reg
Neesham, sadly no longer with us but much missed and a nice touch from
his friends to remember him.
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Not everyone wore a Christmas jumper, but there were sufficient for an
impressive group photo that will no doubt appear in your next edition of
the HRCA Journal. Some of course went a bit further and included hats –
like Frank Sidebottom and Richard Walker (the organiser).

All very colourful and festive – but you might not want to bump into
either of them late at night down a dark alleyway

Bassett Lowke Society Christmas Running Day, Cowper
Arms, Digswell, Saturday Dec 14th, 2019
What an excellent turnout we enjoyed for this, the final meet of
7 abundance, especially when
2019. Christmas spirit was also in
Ace Trains supremo, Allen Levy addressed the group.

Allen was pleased to announce that next year, 2020, will be the 25th
Anniversary of Ace Trains. He will be running a special ‘invitiation only’
celebration event during the year, but to kick things off early, he also
bought the entire Bassett-Lowke group a drink. Merry Christmas Allen!
We all owe Ace Trains our thanks for being the first to reintroduce the
concept of ‘ready-to-run standard scale O gauge trains’, which we all
enjoy so much today.
I always seem to spot something at these running days that I have never
come across before and this meeting was no exception.
On this occasion it was a magnificent Longmoor Military Railway (LMR)
0-6-0T. This was part of a very small batch (of around 5) locos produced
by Bassett-Lowke specifically for the LMR. They were apparently used for
signalling instruction on a miniature version of the LMR shunting yards.
What a beautiful model and, of course rare as hens’ teeth!

Nowhere near as rare and valuable, but equally impressive in my opinion,
was Bernie Tippin’s lovely Bassett-Lowke (Leicester) J39 0-6-0 tender
loco in lined LNER livery. I was just taken at what a little detailing can do
to lift a loco. Bernie is an ex-loco driver so he knows exactly how the
tender and footplate should look. He has really brought his model to life
with the addition of coal and tools in the tender and a crew on the
footplate. A super job there Bernie, well done!
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What a great meeting to end the shows, events and meetings for 2019,
another great year all round. Let’s hope 2020 brings more of the same!

Customer Corner

As I am sure many of you are aware, The Reverend Alan Cliff has been
disposing of quite a large number of items from his O Gauge collection in
recent months. This was prompted largely by failing health (both his own
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and his wife’s) which has meant he is currently house bound and with
limited mobility.
However, I have to say that Alan’s enthusiasm knows no bounds, and he
still dearly enjoys his trains at every opportunity. His friends Mark
Armstrong and Geoff Howarth are regular visitors and have recently built
Alan a small layout at home so he can still run some of his smaller stock.
He is also extremely proud to have made his mark on a local model
railway event. Alan recently contacted me with some details and photos of
the Rhyl Model Railway Club annual exhibition.

With Mark and Geoff in charge of the O Gauge layout for the exhibition,
they were pleased to include a length of Alan’s Lionel/K Lines shuttle track
where his GWR Sentinel was on constant shunting duty, plus his 3-rail
ETS trams got an airing. Elsewhere Dave Bell was also selling some of
Alan’s well-known ‘Jack the Station Cat’ books, so as he says; ‘I really felt
like I was participating’.
Well done Alan for your great spirit and enthusiasm, and well done to
Mark, Geoff and Dave for their friendship and support. This hobby really
does bring out the best in people!

Fabulous Christmas Layout
Many of you will be aware that a fairly popular Christmas tradition over
the pond in the USA is to have a small railway layout (often in O Gauge)
running around the base of the Christmas Tree. This is often just loose
laid on the floor and would typically have a Christmas themed loco and
wagons/coaches running around it.
Well I think I may have found the Christmas Tree layout to trump all
others! I found this on one of the O Gauge Facebook groups I follow and
wow, what a job! Wade Boyette from North Carolina has produced an
absolute work of art to enhance his Christmas Tree.
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This is just one of some 18 shots that Wade has posted, so if you would
like to see more of the detail please click on the link below to see all the
photographs he has uploaded.
https://www.facebook.com/permalink.php?story_fbid=286195089050268
0&id=371317419566052&notif_id=1576092107296267&notif_t=page_po
st_reaction

*****

‘Move closer, move your body real close until ….’
I just wanted to say a quick word of thanks to the very many of you who
have commented on the work that Michael Yorke has been doing on
11

modified Milbro/LMC type couplings. I have been staggered at the number
of you that have been in touch. Clearly, we have all been suffering in
silence with widely spaced wagons for many years.
This is very much a ‘work in progress’ for 2020 but Michael has already
submitted some revised drawings, so we are ready to get these quoted in
the new year. I will keep you posted but the good news is I think demand
will certainly be sufficient to justify some decent quantities.
The photos below show a prototype coupling (with 2 holes) and an
original Milbro coupling, then below the difference between standard and
modified wagons.

Watch this space for further updates shortly!

*****
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What’s New?

J94 Arrives on Time!
The first batch of J94s are here!
Looking absolutely splendid in LNER unlined black livery and with running
number 8008, I am really pleased with how this one has turned out.
One crucial thing to note – these are now supplied standard as 3-rail
only. However, I can get 2-rail to special order. I had originally stated
that the locos would be 2/3 rail switchable, but we decided against this,
so apologies for any confusion in previous newsletters.
Most of the first batch are pre-sold but I do have a couple available and
there will be a few more in the 2nd batch due in the new year.
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The next production will be BR (early crest) black and this will follow in
early January. Further liveries will then follow on during the next few
months into spring.
As you are aware there are quite a lot of liveries so do please try to be
patient if yours isn’t in the first few batches. We will get there!
Confirmed
BR early crest unlined black 68017

BR late crest unlined black 68012

LMR lined Blue 196

NCB lined Green No.7 ‘Robert’

NCB lined Maroon ‘Harry’

British Army Bronze Green

Port of London Blue No.84
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Possibles
Blue lined ‘Wilbert’

BR St Trinian’s livery 68011

Technical Specification
- 7mm to the foot (O gauge) model
- Switchable 2/3 rail coarse scale operation
- 12–14 Volts DC
- Suitable for 2ft radius curves
- Powerful electric motor with permanent magnets
- Smooth mechanism with clutch drive
You are welcome to place pre-orders for any of the above although we do
reserve the right to withdraw liveries if the order book looks below the
economic minimum order quantity.
Price for all liveries will be £375.00 each plus P&P

*****
3-Rail Pick-Up Spoons – Great News!

These much-requested pick-up spoons are now back in stock and selling fast
with just a few sets from the first batch of 30 still available. They are an
excellent reproduction of the Bassett-Lowke style spoons as fitted to the
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most recent (B-L Corgi/Leicester) locomotives (1999 to 2008). They are very
high quality and are produced from nickel silver with excellent conductivity
for reliable performance.
The good news is another batch is coming and will be available early in the
new year.
Even better news is that the price for these has not gone up, so they remain
at just £19.50 each plus P&P.
Get them while you can!

More from Alan Cliff

The additional models I received from the Alan Cliff Collection have been
steadily selling over the past month. Here are the items that are still
available. Please get in touch as quickly as possible if you would like to buy
any of these.
Locomotives
LMS (LNWR designed) Beames 0-8-4 tank, LMS red (this was correct).
Ready to Run model by Redcraft of Cardiff. Requires curves around 2 feet
6 inches radius. £300.00 plus P&P

LNER N1 0-6-2 tank post war black livery and number 9483. Built from
scratch by Mike Williams. Requires curves around 2 feet 6 inches
radius. £250.00 plus P&P.
LNER G5 0-4-4 tank by Keith Murray. Incorrect prewar green livery –
but looks very nice. Runs very well. £250.00 plus P&P
Metropolitan Railway 2-4-0 tank number 72. Ready to Run model by
Redcraft of Cardiff built from Dragon kit. £250.00 plus P&P
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Rolling Stock
Darstaed 4-wheel advertising van Wright's Soap - £30.00 plus P&P.
Darstaed 6-wheel LSWR milk van - £50.00 plus P&P
Darstaed 6-wheel Caledonian horse box - £50.00 plus P&P
WJVintage World War 1 war office tank wagon- £35.00 plus P&P.
WJVintage Cadbury open wagon. - £30.00 plus P&P.
Paya McVities biscuit van - £25.00 plus P&P.

*****

See us at Shows

If it’s convenient and you’d like to save the postage, why not come and see
us at one of the regular shows we attend in the Midlands and East of England
or occasionally in Mainland Europe, and you can buy on the day.
We always like to meet our customers face to face – it makes a pleasant
change from the virtual world we seem to live in these days!
Below are our forthcoming shows:
Friday December 27th – NEC (Barry Potter Fairs)
Hall 18, National Exhibition Centre, Birmingham, B40 1NT – 10:30am to
3:30pm
Saturday January 4th – Tappers New Year Meeting - Bromley
Common Methodist Church, Bloomfield Road, Bromley, Kent, BR2 9RZ –
10:30am to 5:00pm
Monday January 6th - Cotswolds Area HRCA Meeting, Rye Hill Golf
Club, Milcombe, Banbury, OX15 4RU – 4:00pm to 9:00pm
Tuesday January 28th - Fulbourn, Cambridge (HRCA Running
Night)
Fulbourn Village Library, The Swifts, Haggis Gap, Fulbourn, Cambs CB21
5HD – 6:30pm to 9:00pm (‘OO’ and ‘O’ Gauge layouts)

Ordering from WJVintage is Easy
Online
Please use the WJVintage website as a shop window and then place you
order by using the dropdown menu on each product page to select and
submit the item you wish to purchase. This automatically sends me your
details and I will be in touch to confirm your requirements and take
payment. Alternatively select what you want and then give me a call or email
me. Whichever method you use I will get back to you asap and I can confirm
stock, particularly for highly limited items, and postage options. Please see
below for full contact details.
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Credit Card
We have a credit/debit card facility, so you can telephone and place your
order with us by calling 07711 092497 – please have your card to hand
when calling.
Cheque
If you would prefer to pay by cheque, that is no problem either. Just
download the order form from our website and complete your
requirements. Then make a cheque out for the total and post both order
form and cheque to us at the address shown. Please make cheques
payable to WJVintage.

Email
Alternatively, you can place your order by email and payment can then
be made either by card, PayPal, direct bank transfer or cheque. Please
note our email address is: wjvintage@outlook.com
Shows
We also take the credit/debit card machine to all our shows.

Have a Very Merry Christmas
And a Happy and Prosperous New year!

Paul
WJVintage

*********
Tel: 07711 092497
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www.wjvintage.co.uk

