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Welcome to the February 2020 edition of the WJVintage 

newsletter and I hope this finds you all safe, dry and warm 

during this stormy period of winter with ‘Ciara’ and ‘Dennis’ 

battering the UK over successive weekends with strong winds 
and driving rain – spring seems a long way off at the moment. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Its at times like this we can be thankful for our trains and the 
ability to ignore the outside world and enjoy our hobby (not so 

good for outdoor layouts of course!). 
There is of course also the newsletter to enjoy with a nice warm 

‘cuppa’, and this month I am pleased to be able to announce a 

couple of exciting brand-new product developments, along with 
the latest news of the J94 Austerity release programme as 

deliveries continue to arrive. There is even an update on an old 
favourite, namely the Southern USA Tank! Scroll down to ‘What’s 

New?’ for full details.  
I will just emphasise that all our products are produced in Prague 

and supplies are completely unaffected by the ‘Corona’ virus 
outbreak in China. All components in our products are Czech 

produced with the exception of the motors which are Japanese. 
You will also find below all the usual news from around the 

various events I attend, plus an interesting ‘Customer Corner’ 
feature on photography, and of course ‘See Us at Shows’ as 

always gives you the dates and locations of the various events I 
will be attending over the next few weeks 

 

Until next month  
Keep Enjoying Your Trains!  

WJVintage  

February 2020 Newsletter 
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I really shouldn’t be that amazed after all the years I have been attending 

because the likes of Martin Dawes is a regular at Fulbourn, and Martin 

does have the most wonderful and eclectic collection of old O gauge. On 
this occasion he certainly did not disappoint with a superb clockwork  

4-4-0T locomotive by the Leeds Model Company. I have seen these 
before but never an early 1st series Standard Tank Locomotive in beautiful 

Caledonian Railway lined blue livery. The 1st series tank locos were 
produced by LMC throughout the 1920s through until around 1932 but I 

have to confess and say that I wasn’t even aware of a CR version.  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

HRCA Cambridge Group Meeting – Fulbourn 25th 
January 2020 
Another lively, well-attended meeting at Fulbourn once again 
uncovered a couple of gems that I had hitherto never seen 

before – it never ceases to amaze me when these wonderful old 

items continue to appear. 
 

 

Out and About 
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Any doubts I may have had were soon dispelled with a look in the rear 
bunker, where the original Leeds Model Company ‘makers plate’ decal 

was still in place. It was rather difficult to photograph and you may have 
to enlarge the photos to really see the wording clearly. 

 

The second ‘gem’ on display at Fulbourn was something a little more 
unusual. It came as an accompaniment to really beautiful Meccano No.2 

Motor Car Outfit. This was one of the ready built examples of the Sports 
Tourer, complete with its original box, but it was not the car that was 

remarkable – although a fine example it certainly was! It was the base 
that it was displayed on. Again, I have never seen one of these before, 

but the gathered experts assured me that it was an original display base 
that is as rare as hens’ teeth. All the more remarkable was its condition 

which was immaculate with no damage to the ‘Meccano’ decals.   
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I am a big fan of the Meccano Constructor Series and it certainly adds to 
the fascination to see, and photograph, such rare point-of-sale displays. 

Sadly, I didn’t get the owner’s name so the ownership for now must 
remain anonymous. 

 

 
 
 
I love tinplate toys so obviously I was immediately drawn to the sight of 

Triang Minic models on the layout. Not only were there the lovely touring 
cars with caravans shown above, but also an original Minic Fire Station, 

complete with fire engines, plus a great collection of commercial vehicles 
parked up around the station goods depot, as well as various other cars, 

taxis, vans and breakdown trucks. 
 

  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

HRCA Merseyside Group Meeting – Preston Brook 7th 

January 2020 
As I have mentioned in the past, the Preston brook meetings 
have far more of an emphasis on trading than running trains but 

on this occasion, I was really struck by the quality of the O 
Gauge layout provided by David Howells and friends 
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There were of course trains as well, and in this case a really good 
selection of Hornby LMS locomotives and rolling stock. Just behind one of 

the platforms was a lovely illuminated sign which summed things up very 
well: ‘These are the Famous Hornby Trains’  

 
  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
The doors open at Preston Brook at 3:30pm, when we enter an empty 
hall. I swear by 4pm (or as close as matters) these guys have the layout 

built and running. How they do it I have no idea. Hats off to David and his 
team for a fantastic display. 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Richard Tremaine was at the recent Cambridge meeting at Fulbourn and 
whilst there he confirmed something I have often suspected (due to 

numerous unsuccessful attempts); namely how difficult it is to take 
photos of moving trains! 

However, spurred on by a challenge, Richard has managed to get a 
couple of very decent shots. Here in his own words is the story behind 

them: 
‘The Hornby club meet in Fulbourn on 28/01/20 took me into a strange 

new world of 'been there before'. Whilst running and watching my J39 
(bought from Paul several months ago), I got chatting to a neighbouring 

Customer Corner 
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'linesider' on various railway locations of past experience. He happened to 
mention Barking (currently c2c railway, formerly LTSRly) and I suddenly 

noticed an O gauge model of that line's most famous loco was running in 
opposing direction to my J39, namely the Whitlegg 4-4-2, Thundersley! 

(Preserved at Bressingham). The 4-4-2 was a rare freelance built model, 
recently bought at auction for around £200. It was a nice runner too. 

Unfortunately, I omitted to record the name of the owning member. We 
had a brief chat about his model, which I had just 'panned' as it passed 

by.  
A moving shot, without really trying, had, by luck I think given me an 

almost perfect image. 
So, why not try to do similarly with my J39, I thought. I don't know 

whether it was because it was pulling a train of 4 coaches but try and try 
and try again, it took me over a dozen further attempts before I managed 

to obtain an image of similar quality to the first-time L.T.S loco. Great 

thing about electronic photography is the facility to quickly remove all the 
failed shots. I should note, my camera-phone is nothing special; just a 

MotoRola Tesco monthly contract hire at £7.50 per month. 
 

 
 
I think you might agree, however, I did finally achieve an acceptable shot 

of my J39 (you may just note the draw hook attached to the train, but I 
didn't manage to include any of those following vehicles). 

So, a new 'game'? Whilst track-siding at model club meets, why not try 
some panning experiments, quite a challenge, and rewarding if 

successful!’ 
Thanks to Richard for that insight into panning photography and 

congratulations to him for some very nice results. I’m sure he is not the 
first to attempt this so if you have tried and have found a way to 

successfully photograph moving trrains, why not share your experiences 

with us? It would be great to hear from you! 
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With Valentine’s Day being celebrated recently, thoughts of love are 
hopefully still in the air and us model railway enthusiasts can be as 

romantic as the next man – as this little example found on Facebook 

clearly proves!             

 
 
 
 

 
As regular readers will know, I travel to quite a few running events, 

HRCA, Bassett-Lowke Society, plus others, and I am always pleased to 
see that they are largely flourishing with good numbers attending. 

Indeed, in recent years I have teamed up with Richard Holder to create 

the Northants and Rutland O Gauge Group (NAROGG) which has now 
firmly established itself on the calendar for many enthusiasts in the 

Midlands/East of England area. 
I was delighted therefore to hear from a very good customer of mine, who 

has relocated in recent years, that he plans to set up a new group in his 

Made Me Grin! 

New Regular Running Event 
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new home location. Stuart Mullan hails from the north west of the country 
but has moved down to Cornwall with his wife to be closer to his family. 

Stuart has recently been in touch to advise that his first model railway 
running event will take place on Thursday 26th March 2020, at 

Canworthy Water Village Hall, near Jacobstow, Bude, Cornwall, 
from 4pm to 8pm. Entrance for adults is just £2.  

 
As Stuart says: ‘Everyone is welcome with any gauge, or layout, plus 

anyone who is interested in getting together for a good chat. I will be 
taking my own O gauge loco's along and a specially made table to put my 

track on’. 
 

I must emphasise that home made cakes and plenty of ‘brews’ will also 
be on offer at extremely reasonable prices. 

After the initial meeting it is planned to run the event regularly on the last 

Thursday of every month. 
 

Now Cornwall is a little too far for me to travel (unless I happen to be on 
holiday in that part of the world – stranger things have happened!) but I 

do have several customers down in south west of the country, and I know 
that they do receive this newsletter – so how about it chaps? I am certain 

Stuart will welcome you all with open arms and wouldn’t it be great to 
establish a regular meeting in the Bude area of Cornwall?  

You can contact Stuart for more details at - 
lesleyandstuartmullan@hotmail.co.uk 

I wish you every success Stuart! 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Wagons Roll!! 
I have been promising some exciting new product developments for the 
past couple of months and I am now pleased to be able to announce the 

first two of these of these. 
There will be more new items over the coming few months but hopefully 

this month’s announcements will suffice to whet the appetites!! 
 

WD Sulphuric Acid Tank Wagon 
Well doesn’t time fly when you are having fun? 
Would you believe It has been 6 years since I last produced a WD tank 

wagon? 

What’s New 

 

mailto:lesleyandstuartmullan@hotmail.co.uk
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The previous releases WJV01015 – WD Ammonia, and WJV01016 – WD 

Naval Stores (see below) both sold out very quickly and are now much 
sought after. They do appear on the second-hand market from time to 

time but I am often asked if I would consider doing another, particularly 
by those that missed out, so I thought it was about time to add a third 

tank wagon with a WD theme. 
   

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

This one is based on a restored tank wagon that resides at the Bristol 

Harbour Railway. 
It was used for carrying Sulphuric Acid and, unlike the other two in the 

series, it was painted in a Khaki/Olive Green colour. 
This will be another highly limited release of 60 pieces. I will have just 30 

of these as my allocation. They will be priced at £44.00 plus P&P each 
and I would highly recommend that you pre-order as quickly as possible 

to secure yours. 
 

16T Mineral Wagons 
Here is an exciting new wagon development that will be available shortly. 
16 Ton mineral wagons first entered service with the Ministry of Transport 

(MoT) in 1944 and remained in production until 1959 – with all of them 
passing into British Railways ownership in 1948. In total over 300,000 

wagons were produced, a few of which remained in service into the 
1990s. 
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This new range of ‘Simple, Super-Detail’ Mineral Wagons has been 
developed in collaboration with Michael Foster. They feature a beautifully 

detailed, resin-cast body married to a standard WJVintage/ETS tinplate 

chassis. The big advantage is in the weight, which comes in at approx. 
230gms (about 8 ounces in old money) per wagon. Previous ready to run 

all-cast metal mineral wagons weighed in the region of 400gms each and 
were deemed by many far too heavy for a long rake. By way of contrast a 

finescale Lionheart all-plastic mineral wagon weighs in at approx. 125gms 
so I hope you will agree that these have sufficient weight to be reliably 

stable on the tracks, without being too heavy to haul easily. I think they 
represent a very good compromise.  
 

  
 

The two versions shown mocked up here represent BR grey and BR 

bauxite markings. Please note – the photos are only pre-production 
mock-ups and are likely to be modified/improved in final production 

   
There will be a two-tier pricing system with individual wagons priced at 

£37.50 each plus P&P. For those wanting to run a rake we will also be 
offering four wagons, each with different running numbers, at the total 

price of £140.00 for four plus P&P – which represents a decent saving 
over the individual price. 

Coal loads will also be available very soon and should be priced in the 
region of £5.00 each plus P&P per load. 

 
I would be very glad to receive your feedback on these wagons. I know 

there has been some resistance in the past to plastic wagons for O Gauge 
standard/coarse scale use, but I really do feel this combination of tinplate 

and resin offers a very good and highly practical compromise. What do 

you think? I will gladly take your pre-orders as I will need to know there 
is a decent level of demand before committing to these. 

 

J94 Update 
Deliveries of the J94 are now arriving in orderly fashion and I am pleased 
to announce that I now have stocks of BR early and late crest 

locomotives, both of which look absolutely stunning. 

These two join the LNER version which arrived before Christmas, so we 
have three liveries available and more on the way. 
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Next up will be the Longmoor Military Railway (LMR) and Port of London 

Authority (PLA) versions, followed by the rather nice Maroon NCB 

locomotive named Harry. The artworks for these are now all done and 

ready to go 
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I think all three of these are going to look really special, particularly 

‘Harry’ which we are going to produce in a beautiful gloss finish with satin 

black roof, chimney and smokebox door for contrast. 

They are all priced at £375.00 plus P&P and all will be supplied as 3-rail 

unless you specifically request 2-rail. 

Drop me a line to order and/or pre-order any of these. 

 

USA Tank Update 

A customer recently enquired as to why ETS never produced a US Army 

Transportation Corp S100 version of the USA Tank Locomotive. This 

struck a chord with me as I was sure they had made this version. When I 

enquired, they confirmed that they had originally planned to produce this 

livery, but a lack of demand resulted in cancellation.  

However, with a few parts still available at the factory, ETS have offered 

to make a very small batch of these. When I say small, I do mean small, 

as I will have just 2 of these up for grabs! Priced at £345.00 plus P&P, it 

will be very much a case of first come, first served.   

 

Just to give a brief background of the history of this loco (R/N 4326). It 

was a S100 Class 0-6-0 tank engine and was shipped to the UK in April 

1946 and loaned to the Southern Railway for evaluation. It performed 

well and they eventually bought it, along with thirteen others, which 

became known as the Southern USA Class.  

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/0-6-0
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tank_engine
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More from Graham Lock 

Graham has been busy once again this past month. This time he has been 

working on a series of themed small containers featuring well known soap 

brands. What a lovely colourful and nostalgic range they make too! If you 

would like one or more of these, do please get in touch to place your 

order. 

  

   

The soap brand containers are all perfect to fit in the Bassett-Lowke 

(Corgi era) 3-plank wagons and they certainly will brighten up your goods 

train rake. They will all be available for £13.00 each plus P&P and I will 

be placing an order shortly so I should have stocks in the next few weeks. 

 

 

See us at Shows 

If it’s convenient and you’d like to save the postage, why not come and see 
us at one of the regular shows we attend in the Midlands and East of England 

or occasionally in Mainland Europe, and you can buy on the day.  
We always like to meet our customers face to face – it makes a pleasant 

change from the virtual world we seem to live in these days! 
 

Below are our forthcoming shows: 
 

Monday February 24th – Northants and Rutland O Gauge Group 
(NAROGG) 

Harringworth Village Hall, Gretton Road, Harringworth, Northants, NN17 
3AD – 4:00pm to 8:30pm 

Everyone and all O Gauge welcome, £3.00 entry 
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Saturday February 29th - Sandown Park (Barry Potter Fairs) 

Sandown Exhibition Centre, Sandown Park Racecourse, Portsmouth Road, 
Esher, Surrey, KT10 9AJ - 10:30am to 3:00pm 

 
 

Monday March 2nd - Cotswolds Area HRCA Meeting, Rye Hill Golf 
Club, Milcombe, Banbury, OX15 4RU – 4:00pm to 9:00pm 

 
Tuesday March 3rd - HRCA Merseyside Area Meeting  

Preston Brook Village Hall, Preston Brook, Cheshire WA7 3AW - 4.00pm to 
8.00pm  

 
Saturday 7th March – TCS Spring Show and AGM, Trinity Methodist 

Church Hall, Narborough Road, Leicester, LE3 2RD, 10:30 am - 4:00 pm, 

entry £4.00 
 

Saturday Mar 14th - Rugby Vintage (Barry Potter Fairs) 
The Benn Hall, Newbold Road, Rugby, Warwickshire, CV21 2LN - 10.30am 

to 3.30pm 
 

Saturday Mar 21st – Bassett-Lowke Society Running Day, Digswell 
The Cowper Arms, 31 Station Road, Digswell, Welwyn, Herts, AL6 0EA – 

10:30am to 3:30pm 
Please note The Cowper Arms is next to Welwyn North Station 

 
 

 

Ordering from WJVintage is Easy 

Online 

Please use the WJVintage website as a shop window and then place you 

order by using the dropdown menu on each product page to select and 

submit the item you wish to purchase. This automatically sends me your 
details and I will be in touch to confirm your requirements and take 

payment. Alternatively select what you want and then give me a call or email 
me. Whichever method you use I will get back to you asap and I can confirm 

stock, particularly for highly limited items, and postage options. Please see 
below for full contact details. 

 

Credit Card 
We have a credit/debit card facility, so you can telephone and place your 

order with us by calling 07711 092497 – please have your card to hand 
when calling.  

 
Cheque 

If you would prefer to pay by cheque, that is no problem either. Just 
download the order form from our website and complete your 
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requirements. Then make a cheque out for the total and post both order 
form and cheque to us at the address shown. Please make cheques 

payable to WJVintage. 
 

Email 
Alternatively, you can place your order by email and payment can then 

be made either by card, PayPal, direct bank transfer or cheque. Please 
note our email address is: wjvintage@outlook.com 

 
Shows 

We also take the credit/debit card machine to all our shows. 
 
 

All the best 

Paul 

  ********* 
 

 

 
 

 

       WJVintage                    Tel: 07711 092497        www.wjvintage.co.uk 

mailto:wjvintage@outlook.com
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=371317419566052&ref=br_rs

