WJVintage
March 2020 Newsletter

Welcome to the March 2020 edition of the WJVintage newsletter.
What a different world we live in now to the one we knew just a
few weeks ago when the February Newsletter appeared! Back
then Coronavirus was someone else’s problem. Today it is
affecting every single one of us as a global pandemic!
I don’t want to dwell on this situation any more than I have to,
but, given that many of you reading this will be in the ‘at risk’ or
‘vulnerable’ group, it is something that poses a very real risk to us
all and I sincerely hope that all of you can isolate yourselves for
as long as is necessary to remain well.
From a business perspective I have in the past few days seen all
shows cancelled for the foreseeable future, and with them, a
significant slice of my income has disappeared almost instantly.
However difficult this may be for a one-man band, I remain in
business for the time being and, whilst not wanting to make light
of the seriousness of the situation, as long as the postal service
remains good, I am happy to encourage panic train buying
amongst all my customers and I will do my level best to turn your
orders around as quickly as possible!
Please read my ‘Coronavirus/Covid-19 Statement’ on page 2 for a
summary of where I stand on this at the moment.
Of course, we can consider ourselves lucky in some respects. With
a hobby such as ours at least we can stave off the boredom of
isolation to a degree with a visit to the train room where we can
while away the days immersed in our hobby.
So please sit back and enjoy the rest of the newsletter, feel free to
contact me by whatever means if I can help in any way, but above
all else, please do all you can to stay healthy!
Until next month
Keep Enjoying Your Trains More than Ever!
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Coronavirus/COVID-19
Statement
We cannot escape the news that is COVID-19 and how this is impacting
on life and business at this time. It is causing great uncertainty, alarm
and sadly, in some cases, life threatening medical conditions. Following
government guidelines, I am constantly monitoring how my business can
best safely support my customers whilst at the same time protecting
myself, my family and those I am in contact with on an ongoing basis.
Here is a summary of the current situation:

•
•

•

•
•
•
•

•
•

Staff and Premises
As a one-man band I am continuing to operate from the WJ Vintage
HQ in the Northamptonshire countryside.
Currently I am fit and well and keen to crack on as usual,
whilst exercising all possible caution according to government
guidelines.
I operate from a home office, plus a small, custom-built
storeroom/pick and pack area and I am currently taking extra care
to ensure a clean working environment with surfaces being
regularly cleaned and disinfected.
Deliveries
I am currently continuing to work with Royal Mail, Parcelforce and
other delivery services to get your parcels to you in good time.
In most cases, delivery drivers will drop off parcels without you
having to physically sign for them.
We don't expect delays (at the moment) for domestic deliveries, but
some international deliveries may be held up at borders.
Public Health England (PHE) has advised that people receiving
parcels are at virtually no risk of contracting the coronavirus. From
experience with other coronaviruses, we know that these types of
viruses don’t survive long on objects, such as letters or parcels.
This works in tandem with my own policy of regular hand washing
and use of sanitiser gel when handling and packing goods.
As I am currently unable to meet customers at shows I am going to
offer free postage on all UK orders over £100.00 until the end
of April 2020, when I will review the situation again.
Note: Overseas postage will be discounted by an amount equivalent
to the standard UK postal cost.

As we are all aware the pace of change is rapid and developing daily. The
above may well have to be adjusted according to future government
guidelines so please be aware of this. However, for the time being I am
determined to make the best of a pretty grim situation and will do my
utmost to keep supplying you. I look forward to seeing you all on the
other side of this – whenever that may be!
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Out and About

Northants and Rutland O Gauge Group (NAROGG) –
Harringworth, Monday 24th February, 2020.
How ironic that what, as it now transpires, was to be our last
meeting for some time, also happened to be one of our best, and
our best attended meeting to-date!
The primary theme was ‘Compound Interest’ and indeed there was plenty
of interest shown. There was an excellent turnout of vintage Compounds,
mainly Bassett-Lowke and Hornby of course, in a variety of liveries.
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Our guest layout was a fabulous figure of eight ‘plus’, designed and built
by Geoff Brown and John Lacey, and what a job they did! It was an
absolute delight and just what a tinplate layout should be, crammed with
period and more modern accessories but all totally in keeping with the
theme.

‘Trent’ station was particularly impressive with its platforms crammed
with passengers eager to catch the next train around the figure of eight.
Equally pleasing was the (mainly) tinplate town, made up of many
different types of biscuit and sweet tins, plus its centrepiece church
(crafted from card by John Lacey from a City Builder kit I supplied) and a
couple of Bayko buildings too.
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I have to say, biscuit tin towns seem to be enjoying something of a
resurgence in popularity of late. More of this in my TCS report below.
Aside of the Compounds on display, our secondary theme is always
‘anything goes’ and we also saw some interesting pieces, both old and
new in this category. Martin Bloxham normally astounds us with some of
his unusual and rare vintage locos but on this occasion, he brought along
a really impressive modern item.

This was a fabulous MTH Nord 231 and it really was packed with detail
and features, as we have come to expect from these MTH models. I don’t
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recall seeing it run on the night but even so, it made a really impressive
static display piece.
Equally impressive, but I’m afraid I didn’t get a photo was a modern
Heljan Deltic brought along by Katie, one of our growing group of lady
enthusiasts. Another non-runner, I would certainly like to see this in
action on the 2-rail circuit – but perhaps it needs a slightly larger radius?

At the other end of the scale was a superb vintage piece brought along by
Len Mills. This was a really unusual Diesel-Pneumatic locomotive of
unknown origin. Len thinks there might be some input from Beeson, but
we really don’t know. It carries the name ‘June’ and running number
1001. Anyone out there ever seen one like this?
One of the things that has really pleased both Richard and I about these
meetings is the breadth of appeal. Not only do we have, as mentioned
above, a number of lady enthusiasts as regulars, but we have also
welcomed a number of youngsters to recent meetings. It is lovely to see,
and I think it certainly adds to the general positive ‘buzz’ that several
people have mentioned to us. Long may it remain that way – as and when
our meetings are able to recommence!
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Train Collector Society (TCS) Spring Meet and AGM –
Leicester, Saturday 7th March, 2020.

By way of contrast, not quite two weeks after NAROGG, we had
the annual TCS bash at Trinity Hall, Leicester. If ever there was a
‘the writing’s on the wall’ event this was it.
Clearly the warnings about Coronavirus were starting to be heeded and it
had a major impact on attendance at this event as you will see above. For
the first time ever (as far as I can recall) I went to a show and took
absolutely no money whatsoever!
It was a real shame it was so quiet because, as ever, many members had
made a big effort with some splendid layouts and displays. Not least
David Knighton and Jonathan Ward with their large LNER O gauge layout
on the stage, Bill and Rachel Vyse with an equally large Hornby O Gauge
layout (although sadly Bill wasn’t well, and they had to leave early. I hope
Bill is now feeling better), Dave and Peter Peasant with their spectacular
O gauge bridge layout and a mass of rare and beautiful accessories plus,
finally a beautiful French Hornby O gauge layout (but I can’t recall
whose).
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Once again you will notice that two of these layouts feature a large
number of biscuit/sweet tin buildings. I really didn’t realise quite how
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popular these have become. I will have to look out for some in the shops
next Christmas as, I am told, this is when quite a few are produced for
some of the big retail chains.

Elsewhere Steve Smith had a lovely display of Triang Hornby through the
different eras. There were 3 main Ovals and clearly (to me anyway) the
earliest was the best. Each subsequent era showed cost savings and a
consequent reduction in quality.
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In the smaller hall there was a unique display of Hornby OO ‘Ghost
Models’. These were prototypes produced by Hornby in Margate, but
which never reached production. A really fascinating display. I wonder
how these models were obtained/collected?

Let’s hope that some of these displays and layouts can be repeated at the
summer, or might it even have to be the autumn show, when the current
restrictions are (hopefully) lifted, so that more members can get the
opportunity to see them.

11

Customer Corner

The beautifully composed photograph above comes all the way from the
South Island of New Zealand, Nelson to be precise. It is the work of Chris
Walsh who was one of the first customers to receive a BR late crest
version of the J94, 0-6-0ST Austerity loco. Chris reports that his loco
‘runs and pulls well’ and I have to say it looks superb on his layout – so
good you almost have to look twice to see it isn’t real!
Below are an extra couple of shots from Chris. I have to say, it looks like
a really impressive layout – I wouldn’t mind seeing more of this – any
chance Chris?

The next photographs come from Germany and a past contributor to this
feature, Broder Christiansen. Broder used to work at the Salzgitter
Museum, where he organised an annual train exhibition with running
layouts. However, in December last year he decided to retire and so now
he is free to start work on his own layout at home.
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These photos are very much work-in-progress but they do show that in
quite a short space of time, Broder has managed to make a really good
start on his layout.

I certainly recognise that rather lovely GWR Diesel Railcar and also some
of the card buildings, so it is great to think I have contributed to the
layout. Hopefully over the coming months we’ll get some progress
updates from Broder and I will happily share these with you.
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What’s New
WD Sulphuric Acid Tank Wagon
Only announced last month, I am already over half sold on these stunning
new tank wagons.

These should be included in the next delivery from ETS so they could be
available as soon as the end of this month - if the delivery trucks are able
to cross borders and operate as normal. No-one can predict at this
moment what will happen tomorrow, let alone in a week or so’s time but
we remain optimistic.
If you haven’t placed an order yet, I would recommend doing so fairly
soon. Previous WD tank wagon releases all sold out quickly so I would
expect this one to do so as well.
This will be another highly limited release of 60 pieces. I have just 30 of
these as my allocation. They will be priced at £44.00 plus P&P each.

16T Mineral Wagons

Well, what a fantastic response I have had to these new Mineral Wagons
– a big thank you to everyone that has been in touch to express an
interest. Now all I have to do is deliver! That of course is easier said than
done in the current climate so please bear with me as I begin the process
of bringing these to market. Just to recap from last month:
This new range of ‘Simple, Super-Detail’ Mineral Wagons has been
developed in collaboration with Michael Foster. They feature a beautifully
detailed, resin-cast body married to a standard WJVintage/ETS tinplate
chassis. The big advantage is in the weight, which comes in at approx.
230gms (about 8 ounces in old money) per wagon. Previous ready to run
all-cast metal mineral wagons weighed in the region of 400gms each and
were deemed by many far too heavy for a long rake. By way of contrast a
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finescale Lionheart all-plastic mineral wagon weighs in at approx. 125gms
so I hope you will agree that these have sufficient weight to be reliably
stable on the tracks, without being too heavy to haul easily. I think they
represent a very good compromise.

The two versions shown mocked up here represent BR grey and BR
bauxite markings. Please note – the photos are only pre-production
mock-ups and are likely to be modified/improved in final production
There will be a two-tier pricing system with individual wagons priced at
£37.50 each plus P&P. For those wanting to run a rake we will also be
offering four wagons, each with different running numbers, at the total
price of £140.00 for four plus P&P – which represents a decent saving
over the individual price.
As several have asked the question, I will confirm formally that a set of
four can consist of any mix of grey and bauxite.
Coal loads will also be available very soon and should be priced in the
region of £5.00 each plus P&P per load.
Currently, I have asked ETS to quote for a new dished wheel for these
wagons and as soon as I have this confirmed I should be in a position to
confirm my initial order. Timescale is impossible to predict with the
current state of the world, but I will keep you up to date on progress over
the coming newsletters.

J94 Update

Deliveries of the J94 have been arriving in orderly fashion but I am not so
sure about the next delivery. Hopefully we should see the stunning
Longmoor Military Railway (LMR) and Port of London Authority (PLA)
versions very soon – that is if freight traffic is allowed to move across
European borders. That is (sort of) the good news. The bad news from
your perspective is that the LMR version is now completely sold out at
WJVintage. I do still have limited stocks of BR early and late crest
locomotives, plus the LNER version, all of which look absolutely stunning.
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Next up will be the Port of London Authority (PLA) version, followed by
the rather nice Maroon NCB locomotive named Harry. The PLA version is
imminent and should be delivered along with the LMR version. The
beautiful lined maroon NCB version called ‘Harry’ will be the next to be
produced
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I think the latter in particular is going to be a stunner in a beautiful gloss
maroon finish with satin black roof, chimney and smokebox door for
contrast. At time of going to press I have just seven of these left to sell so
don’t leave it too late to order.
They are all priced at £375.00 plus P&P and all will be supplied as 3-rail
unless you specifically request 2-rail.
Drop me a line to order and/or pre-order any of these J94/Austerity locos.

More from Graham Lock
Graham continues to develop more fantastic products for us at a prolific
rate. This month we have a new series of O Gauge figures that I think will
appeal to many of you as they cover the big four and BR periods. Hand
cast in metal and hand painted I can now offer a superb series of porter
figures, each carrying colourful railway company signs. I think it is best to
let the photos do the talking:

I think that any of these would look great as a platform accessory, or all
five together would make a lovely display set.
They are priced at £8.50 each plus P&P and will be made to order. Please
let me know which you would like, and I will send Graham an order for a
first batch in the next week or two. As you will appreciate there is quite a
bit of work involved in painting not only the figure, but also the sign, so
do please allow a few weeks for delivery.

See us at Shows

Well, I’m afraid we won’t be meeting at a show for the foreseeable future.
As you will be aware current government advise is to avoid any large
congregations of people and as a result ALL shows have been cancelled.
As soon as this changes I will of course be quick to respond and book myself
in to as many as I can, but I have a feeling it will be several months away
yet.
However, I am still open for business, indeed I could do with your support
more than ever at this tricky time financially, so do remember that I can still
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take your orders and despatch by post. Ordering and Payment options as
below.

Ordering from WJVintage is still Easy

Online
Please use the WJVintage website as a shop window and then place you
order by using the dropdown menu on each product page to select and
submit the item you wish to purchase. This automatically sends me your
details and I will be in touch to confirm your requirements and take
payment. Alternatively select what you want and then give me a call or email
me. Whichever method you use I will get back to you asap and I can confirm
stock, particularly for highly limited items, and postage options. Please see
below for full contact details.
Credit Card
We have a credit/debit card facility, so you can telephone and place your
order with us by calling 07711 092497 – please have your card to hand
when calling.
Cheque
If you would prefer to pay by cheque, that is no problem either. Just
download the order form from our website and complete your
requirements. Then make a cheque out for the total and post both order
form and cheque to us at the address shown. Please make cheques
payable to WJVintage.
Email
Alternatively, you can place your order by email and payment can then
be made either by card, PayPal, direct bank transfer or cheque. Please
note our email address is: wjvintage@outlook.com
BACS
A growing number of customers are now choosing to send money direct to
my account by BACS transfer. If you would like to use this method please
contact me and I will send you my bank account details.

All the best

Paul
WJVintage

*********
Tel: 07711 092497
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www.wjvintage.co.uk

