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Welcome to the sixth edition of the ‘Pandemic Special’ WJVintage
mini-newsletter, which now sees us twelve weeks into lockdown.
Since the last edition I have been frantically trying to find video
editing tools that I can use for the first of my new product videos.
Yes, they are happening! Thank you all for your fantastic feedback
following my ‘Head Boy’s Thoughts’ in the last issue.
To be honest, it wasn’t all in favour, and to be fair I didn’t think it would
be. However, I would say the feedback was 95% positive so that is an
excellent start and means there are not too many I have to win over! I
also see this as something extra to the newsletter so nothing will change
there going forward (other perhaps than a change back to monthly format
once life settles a bit more). No-one will therefore miss out! Plus, I don’t
want to barrage you with loads of new technology all at once – in other
words I need time to learn what I’m doing myself!
I also want to sincerely thank everyone that has taken the time to send in
articles for inclusion in the newsletter. Since my plea with the last edition
I have been overwhelmed and rather humbled by the reaction. I reckon I
probably have enough for another three issues already, plus promises of
more from one or two others still to come. Please don’t stop as it is all
going to be very welcome over the months to come and it really does help
us to keep in touch with what others are doing.
As I write my latest shipment of new goodies is still en-route from Prague
so the ‘What’s New’ is a bit repetitive this month. Hopefully, there will
be more to report in the next issue, and of course the first video to
preview! Until then …..
Be alert…
Stay at home as much as possible….
Stay safe and ….
Keep Enjoying Your Trains

Head Boy’s Thoughts
Like many of you I was surprised and
saddened to hear in the last week or so,
that MTH Electric Trains in the USA will be
closing down as of 1st June, 2021. Founder
and President, Mike Wolf has announced
that he will be retiring and closing the
business after 40 years building up what
has become one of the world’s largest
model railway manufacturers, and a major
supplier of O gauge (amongst other scales).
For me, the announcement also prompts
questions, the obvious one being why close
down? Why not sell the business on as a going concern? I am sure Mike
must have his reasons and, let’s face it, during the current pandemic it is
possibly not the best time to be trying to sell a business. Anyway, if you
would like to read the full statement put out by MTH, you can find it on
their website and here is a link to the announcement:
https://mthtrains.com/news/658
I was contacted by a customer following my last newsletter, with a
suggestion that I think is very worthwhile, and certainly worth a trial run.
Most of us go to various local events and enjoy immersing ourselves in
model railways with like-minded people, where we can discuss all manner
of things, and we have access to the combined wisdom and knowledge of
so many people if we have a particular problem that needs to be solved.
With no shows or club events to attend, that source of invaluable wisdom
is lost for the foreseeable future!
So, what about a Railway Enquiries Helpline?
If you are stuck with a problem or issue that is stumping you, and you’d
like to seek a possible solution, why not send me the details and I can
publish it in the newsletter? Now I am no agony aunt or technical whizz,
but at the end of the day this newsletter goes out to hundreds of
enthusiasts with, I’ll wager, a really broad spectrum of expertise in all
sorts of railway modelling areas. As soon as I get a response I can
forward it to you so you don’t have to wait until the next issue for an
answer, but I may well publish answers in the next edition so that others
can learn as well.
It must surely be worth a try so please send me your problems and we’ll
see how it works. I look forward to hearing from you.
In the last edition I spoke about when things might return to normal and,
sadly, I think most of you agreed with me, that it might be rather a long
while yet. That said, on a more positive note I also mentioned the
creativity we have seen as people learn to cope with situations in a new
way.
Paul Gumbrell (whose outdoor ‘rainbow’ line featured a couple of editions
ago) is one who refuses to let the situation get him down. With the recent

slight relaxation of the rules on meeting up with people, he arranged a
socially distanced outdoor running session with five of his close buddies to
take advantage of the fine weather we were enjoying until recently (it is
pouring down as I write so normal service is now resumed!), and to
commemorate 33 years living at his Raynes Park home.

With suitable precautions it is possible to safely enjoy our trains. If the
weather this year is good, I think outdoor layouts are going to become
extremely popular. Well done to Paul and friends for making the best of
the current situation. Send me some photos please if you hold an event
like this. But most of all – Stay Safe!

Brighton Toy Museum on Telly!

If you have never visited the Brighton toy Museum, then I strongly
recommend that you put it on you ‘post lockdown to-do’ list. What’s
more, if you would like a brief insight into what treasures it holds, then be
sure to watch BBC1’s Bargain Hunt on Friday 26th June 2020 at
12:15. Just before the lockdown the Bargain Hunt team, with presenter
and antiques expert Christina Trevanion, plus crew, descended upon the
museum to spend seven hours filming a feature for the popular TV
antiques show.
The museum’s founder and director, Chris Littledale, looked like he
enjoyed every moment of being interviewed by Christina and showing her
around the museum which houses, amongst other things, one of the
finest collections of pre-war model railways in the UK including a quite
superb O Gauge layout which can be seen working on special running
days.

There certainly seems to be a big smile on Chris’s face in all the shots –
and who can blame him eh?
By the way, the museum reports that they are currently carrying out risk
assessments prior to putting new safety procedures in place. They hope
to then re-open towards the end of July. Best to check before travelling

Customer Corner
(aka - Your ‘Lockdown Locos’)

Video of the Month
First up in this new feature (that will hopefully become a regular) is Robin
Dodson from Canada. He has submitted a couple of lovely videos from his
permanent layout featuring, perhaps not surprisingly, French Hornby. I
particularly like the first one with a storyline that I think could have come
straight out of a Reverend W. Awdry book!
Here are the Youtube links:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cFRl8pxdJLQ&feature=share
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HwGj9EfSkKA&feature=share

Robin has sent lots more links to his videos so I may well share some
more over the coming months.
Do please send your videos to me for inclusion – they are great fun and
help to bring our models alive at a time when we can’t get out.

More from Malta
Toby Ross from Malta has sent in some more lovely photos, this time of
two special trains running on his layout. First up is a very exclusive Ace
Jubilee. It is particularly personal to Toby because Allen Levy of Ace made
it especially for him. The locomotive is number 5616 ‘Malta’ and it is
shown here with a rake of 8 pristine Exley coaches.

Toby reports that the loco is right on its limits with this train and does
wheel spin on pull away as it struggles for traction. No such problems for
the next locomotive. The gorgeous Ace streamlined Coronation manages
with ease the ‘Coronation Scot’ in the form of 6 MTH LMS Blue Coaches.

Many thanks to Toby for once again sending in these photos of two very
impressive trains.

Meanwhile over in leafy Oxfordshire
During ‘lockdown’ David Cooper has been enjoying his spectacular
outdoor layout and you can see from the header photo to this newsletter
why I use the word ‘spectacular’ – those 5 Ace Station Canopies are just
that!
David recently invited friend Phil Nind round for a ‘socially distanced’
running session and very kindly took some photos for us all to enjoy.
David’s outdoor railway is designed for running long trains and the centre
straight section is fifty feet long with two unconnected circuits, a simple
inner one and an outer one with two long passing loops and some sidings
and head shunts. The overall shape is of a curved dog bone to fit inside
the garden hedge. In this way two trains at least can run at once with
several waiting in reserve.

The first picture above shows an appreciative crowd admiring a newlyoutshopped Midland 2P just departing on a local train of Carette coaches
somewhere in the West Midlands. This a 1970s kit-built model.
The photo below shows the engine shed.

Phil brought his Longmoor Military Railway (LMR) train along to run and
very impressive it looks too. It carries on the military theme from the last
issue when we saw Les Martin’s LMR train. Phil also told me that, inspired
by the photos Les sent, he has recently bought a 1:43 scale Series I Land
Rover to add to his train.

Last, but by no means least are two fabulous shots of a workmanlike
goods train. As David says: ‘The photos are of locos that would hardly
have been noticed back in the day when we boys were all keen to see
‘namers’, preferably with smoke deflectors!’ However, these two 4Fs
make a fine sight double-headed on a goods train.

Lovely photos David – many thanks for sharing them with us. Here’s to a
long, dry summer so you get plenty more photo opportunities!

What’s New
J94/Hunslet Austerity Update
I am pleased to report that first production photographs of the NCB
Austerity 0-6-0ST ‘Robert’ have just arrived, and what a stunner it is.

I think the colourful liveries on the Austerity completely transform the
look and it becomes a very smart and handsome engine indeed.
Supplied for three-rail only running as standard, the loco is priced at
£375.00 plus P&P. These are now en route and should be here early next
week.
At time of going to press, I still have
just 2 of the beautiful maroon lined
‘Harry’ NCB Austerities available, both in
3-rail only configuration. Let me know if
you would like one for immediate
shunting duties! £375.00 plus P&P.

There are still limited stocks of some of the earlier Austerity/J94 releases
available – although sadly no more of the Longmoor Military Railway, as
these sold out very quickly indeed.
Get in touch to reserve LNER, Port of London (PLA), BR early and BR late
crest versions. All £375.00 plus P&P.

Further J94 Liveries
The final J94/Austerity livery was to have
been the British Army version.
This is still planned for production
and indeed we are looking at
producing both wartime and post
war versions. Both will be in Army
Green, one with the wartime WD
number 75039 and the other with
the post-war number 98 (it was
later renumbered 198 as below).

As previously advised, we have now decided to add a further J94 variant.
This will be a ‘British Railways’ unlined black loco R/N 68061 as shown
below.
As there are only a limited number of parts available this is going to be an
extremely limited edition of just 10 pieces, with my allocation being just 5
models. I have pre-sold a couple of these already so there are 3 left!

All J94/Austerity locomotives will be priced at £375.00 each plus P&P
and, as always you are welcome to pre-order in order to secure one of
these very limited releases.

20 Ton Brake Van Range

The second version of the new Brake Van Range has just arrived, and I am
going through the list of pre-orders as quickly as I can.
BR
(unfitted)

Grey

:

These have been selling really well and I now have just 3 left of my
allocation of 20 pieces. If you would like one, please get in touch asap. They
are priced at £65.00 plus P&P.
The next two liveries to follow will be NE in a Bauxite brown colour and
London Transport in Grey with orange/red ends as shown below
NE Brown

London Transport

SOLD OUT

ETS have confirmed that they can make me a few extra pieces of the London
Transport Brake Van, but these are now also now sold so, I’m afraid this
version is a complete sell-out!
These will all be released over the coming months so keep an eye on future
newsletters for further details and timings.
All Brake Vans feature a working taillight, which is powered by a slim buttoncell style battery (supplied) mounted on the underside of the chassis (along
with an on/off switch).
They are priced at just £65.00 each plus P&P.
Cheshire Lines Committee
Egg on face time! Having just received sufficient orders to make this
worthwhile, ETS have been back to say that they don’t have all the required
parts to make a run of these. Short of committing to another 150 to 200
pieces I’m afraid this one will have to go on hold, probably permanently!
I am really sorry and particularly to those that supported it with pre-orders.

Latest from Graham Lock

Station Porters
We have a new style of Station Porter. This time he is holding a finger type
board and once again you can specify the destination you would like adding
to the board (see below left for an example). Cost is as before at £9.00 each
plus P&P. To remind you, the other style of porter with a station sign is also

still available. The idea is that you get to choose your own railway company
and station name (see below right for an example).

In either case, let me know your choice of lettering and Graham will custom
make a figure for you – all for just £9.00 each plus P&P
As these are all made to order I would ask that you allow sufficient time for
Graham to make these – I would say at least a couple of weeks. I promise
you, they will be well worth the wait!

See us at Shows (sadly not!)
Well, I’m afraid we won’t be meeting at a show for the foreseeable future.
As you will be aware current government advice is to be alert, stay home as
much as possible and save lives! As a result, ALL shows have quite rightly
been cancelled.
As soon as this changes I will of course be quick to respond and book myself
in to as many as I can, but I have a feeling it will be several months away
yet.
However, I am still open for business, indeed I could do with your support
more than ever at this tricky time financially, so do remember that I can still
take your orders and despatch by post. Ordering and Payment options as
below.

Ordering from WJVintage is still Easy

Online
Please use the WJVintage website as a shop window and then place you
order by using the dropdown menu on each product page to select and
submit the item you wish to purchase. This automatically sends me your
details and I will be in touch to confirm your requirements and take
payment. Alternatively select what you want and then give me a call or email
me. Whichever method you use I will get back to you asap and I can confirm
stock, particularly for highly limited items, and postage options. Please see
below for full contact details.

Credit Card
We have a credit/debit card facility, so you can telephone and place your
order with us by calling 07711 092497 – please have your card to hand
when calling.
Cheque
If you would prefer to pay by cheque, that is no problem either. Just
download the order form from our website and complete your
requirements. Then make a cheque out for the total and post both order
form and cheque to us at the address shown. Please make cheques
payable to WJVintage.
Email
Alternatively, you can place your order by email and payment can then
be made either by card, PayPal, direct bank transfer or cheque. Please
note our email address is: wjvintage@outlook.com
BACS
A growing number of customers are now choosing to send money direct to
my account by BACS transfer. If you would like to use this method please
contact me and I will send you my bank account details.

Delivery Situation
Whilst postal and courier services have been operating throughout this
pandemic – and thanks to all those involved as it has been a lifeline for
many – I am aware that some services have been subject to considerable
delays. It certainly doesn’t apply everywhere in the UK, so it is impossible
to predict with accuracy, how long items will take irrespective of whether
they are sent first or second class.
Certainly, overseas parcels have been particularly badly hit with many
flights cancelled, so hold space has become more limited. I have had
parcels to Australia and New Zealand take 4 weeks to arrive when
normally they are there within the week.
Please bear this in mind when ordering and please do be patient. Touch
wood, nothing has been lost at all yet, but there have been, and will be,
delays.
In addition to the above, I am still limiting trips to the post office with
parcels to around twice a week. If there is sufficient demand I can be
flexible and add an extra trip (I have done this already on a couple of
occasions) but I prefer not to over-expose myself (or indeed others) to
risk if I can help it.
Just to repeat my statement from previous newsletters:
Staff and Premises

•
•
•

As a one-man-band I am continuing to operate from the WJ Vintage HQ in the
Northamptonshire countryside.
Currently I am fit and well and keen to crack on as usual, whilst exercising all
possible caution according to government guidelines.
I operate from a home office, plus a small, custom-built storeroom/pick and pack
area and I am currently taking extra care to ensure a clean working environment
with surfaces being regularly cleaned and disinfected.

Deliveries
•
•
•
•

•

I am currently continuing to work with Royal Mail, Parcelforce and other delivery
services to get your parcels to you in good time.
In most cases, delivery drivers will drop off parcels without you having to
physically sign for them.
The royal Mail have advised that domestic deliveries may now be subject to some
delays. Overseas deliveries may be subject to longer delays.
Public Health England (PHE) has advised that people receiving parcels are at
virtually no risk of contracting the coronavirus. From experience with other
coronaviruses, we know that these types of viruses don’t survive long on objects,
such as letters or parcels.
This works in tandem with my own policy of regular hand washing and use of
sanitiser gel when handling and packing goods.

All the best

Paul
*********
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