
Welcome to the eighth edition of the ‘Pandemic Special’ 

WJVintage mini-newsletter. That equates to four months of 

lockdown which is starting to feel like a long time. For some, of 

course, things are starting to ease and there is a return to a more 
normal existence. However, there are still no train club meets or 

shows, and so I have decided to continue these two weekly 

updates for the time being, at least until the end of August.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This issue sees a second new ‘Product Reveal’ video posted onto my 
Youtube Channel as I continue to try to embrace new ways of delivering 

product news to you. Read my ‘Head Boy’s Thoughts’ below for a 
summary of progress to-date.  

Scroll down further to the ‘What’s New’ feature for details and a link to 

the latest video on my new WJVintage Youtube channel. 

New product information is rather lacking this month as we go through a 

bit of a summer lull. ETS, our manufacturers have been on a summer 
shutdown so that has inevitably slowed things somewhat. 

However, the wheels of progress continue to turn, and I have a couple of 
important updates on both the Couplings and Mineral Wagon projects that 

were started before the pandemic. Several of you have enquired about 

these so please scroll down to ‘What’s New’ for more information. You’ll 
also find some great new and quite unusual items from Graham Lock 

(the clue is in the header photo above)! 
Finally, do please also take a look at the ‘Enquiries Desk’ feature. Last 

issue’s query was met with several great and very helpful responses so do 
look to see if you can help with two new queries in this issue. 
 

 

Stay safe and …. 
Keep Enjoying Your Trains 
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So, what do we think of all this new 

technology then? 
 

Well, my new Youtube channel has been up 
and running for about three weeks now and 

by the time you read this the second video 
will have been available for about a week. 

However, for now let’s just look at reaction 
to the first ‘product reveal’ video. Firstly, 

may I take the opportunity to thank all of 
you who took the time to email me about 

this first step into a new world of virtual 
product launches. I have to say you have 

all been very kind and positive. The video itself has had over 200 views at 
time of writing plus 26 viewers have subscribed to my channel for regular 

updates. It’s a great start! 
 

I never thought for one moment that this would be a replacement for the 

newsletter, nor for physically going to shows (when that becomes possible 

again). Youtube is, like Facebook, just another medium for promoting my 
products but it has the added benefit of being a ‘movie’ with sound and 

motion to give an extra dimension, more detail and hopefully add 
interest.  

I am hopeful that over time the number of views will increase, along with 
the subscribers and we will see this type of video become a regular 

feature of my new product promotions. 
 

Another idea that I put forward a while ago was to consider a virtual toy 

and train fair. Well I am pleased to say that someone else has beaten me 
to it. John Neale of ‘Stop the Drop’ auctions fame, is now also running 

regular virtual fairs. The idea is that a trader buys a table for a month. 
He/she can then upload as much or as little as they want to the table and 

when the fair opens at the beginning of a month, all goods are visible for 
visitors to buy. To be honest it hasn’t quite taken off yet with just 9 tables 

taken on the current fair, however, it isn’t expensive to participate, so I 

think I might just sign up for August and let’s see what happens. 
Here is a link to the current Toy and Train fair: 

https://www.stopthedropauction.com/fair/ToysAndTrains/ 
Make a note to have a look at the next fair which starts on 1st August and 

I will hope to see you there! 
 

‘Zoom’ was the other medium I have considered, but this I have to say is 

probably my least favourite from a business perspective. I have had 
regular ‘Zoom’ meetings with friends and family during lockdown and it is 

great for having a chat or even a small meeting. However, I’m not really 
convinced yet on the mass presentation front. The quality of both picture 

and sound is variable to say the least. I won’t totally discount it as I am 
sure quality will improve, but for now ‘Zoom’ is on hold. 

Head Boy’s Thoughts 

https://www.stopthedropauction.com/fair/ToysAndTrains/


 
 

 

I have featured the fabulous garden layout of Kevin Byrne fairly recently 
in the newsletter but when he wrote to me recently, I knew I just had to 

include him once again. To me his ‘Lockdown’ projects just epitomise the 
very best in how to keep sane during these bleak and often lonely, times. 

I take my hat off to you Kevin, this is brilliant, creative and historically 
accurate, with a personal twist that adds even more. Plus the photo s are 

really great and show off what is really beautiful outdoor layout that uses 
the natural contours of the garden to great effect with bridges and 

viaducts.  
I hope you all enjoy Kevin’s article. Over to you Kevin! 
 

Modern Tinplate 0-Gauge Trains 
Sanity During Lockdown 
 

‘Being classed as a vulnerable citizen during this Covid-19 crisis, I needed to have 
plenty of projects to occupy my mind. I had my teaching and all that it entails 

online, but I needed other stimuli to keep me from going totally off my trolley. So, 
at the start of this incarceration, I was looking at my garden railway and realised 

that it needed a considerable amount of work doing to bring it back to an 
acceptable coarse scale standard. 
 

So “Granfor Growby Construction” (A garden spade, trowel and several lump 
hammers) were called in and for the past 12½ weeks, signals have been repainted 

and repaired, Goods sheds and depots built, bridges and viaducts expanded and 
renewed. With all this civil engineering going on, the Maldon trackwork was 

cleaned and tested for running, because there is nothing better at the end of a 
day’s work than to watch trains going round in the landscape. The sight and sound 
of these beautiful models travelling through the landscape have been a real tonic 

for me. What a way to stay sane…. model railways can do that in spades. What I 
like to do is to run trains that I remember from my childhood so here with 

attendant pictures are some of the services I like to run. 
 

1). M.S.W.J.R through service: Cheltenham – Southampton, represented by 
Basset-Lowke Class N Mogul an Ace Blood and Custard and 2 Darstead maroon 
coaches: Used to see this train come through Savernake Low Level. I always felt 

that it was a very sleepy service. No wonder the line closed in 1961. 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

Customer Corner 
(aka - Your ‘Lockdown Locos’) 



2). Withered Arm: Ace Trains unrebuilt Battle of Britain with Darstead Coaches 
on the Padstow portion of the Atlantic Coast Express. Never travelled on it but I 

was fascinated at the many destinations, portions of this train used to arrive at. 
 

 
 

3). Royal Scot: ACE trains City of Edinburgh and Ace Coaches.  This engine pulls 
like anything and goes like the wind. I think it is one of Ace Trains best models. 

Never saw the Royal Scot in real life, but this must be the next best thing 
 

 
 

4). Pannier tank and B-set: Darstead – Went to a boarding school that 

was situated next to the East Somerset Branch near Cranmore. One could 
hear and see the trains quite easily if you knew where to look and many 

was the time when my attention was distracted by passing Panniers. 
 

 
 



5). Channel Islands Boat Express from Weymouth to Paddington: Darstead 
Castle, Ace Blood and Custard Coaches and Pre-war Hornby No.0 Siphon vans: 

This train used to come thundering through my home-town Pewsey at around 6.30 
of an evening. I was always intrigued by the trailing vans full of Channel Islands 

produce that brought up the rear. 
 

 6). West of England Express: Ace Warship and Hawksworth Coaches: 
Diesels progressively took over these services from 1958 on. Gradually the sound 

of chuffing Halls, Castles and Kings were replaced by Maybach Music.  
 

 All these scenes and many more I can recreate in ready to run 0-Gauge. I 
can already hear the fine-scale aficionados twittering away, but the likes of Ace, 

WJVintage, Darstead, Seven Mill Models et al have done a superb job of batch 
building handsome robust ready to run models for the tough environment that can 
be the garden railway. Oh, by the way, an Ace Stanier Duchess in early B.R. blue 

is on the way so that and the Blood and Custards will make a superb sight going 
round my steeply graded line – Shap anyone?’ 

 
Hoorah for that and Model Railways of all kinds! 

 
Green Valley Railway Update 

 
I think we’d all agree that garden railways are fabulous and have really 
come into their own during the pandemic, particularly when we have had 

a half-decent summer so far in the UK. However, they don’t just happen 
by magic. Much hard work is required to create a basic outdoor layout, 

but when you are proposing to completely transform your entire garden 
into a brand new railway in memory of your late parents, that’s when the 

real hard work is required. We saw Paul Gumbrell’s new layout in an 

earlier newsletter, but his work continues unabated. Recently he took 
delivery of a load of sand to be mixed with cement to form the paths 

around his top lawn and down the side of his layout to allow proper 
access along the full length of the layout. 
 



 
So, what do you do when 6 tonnes of sand are dumped on your driveway? 
Simple, you get a spade and wheelbarrow and you shift it barrow by 

barrow through the house! 

 
Hard Graft but two hours later the job was done. Paul is regularly sending 

photos of his progress, so I hope to be able to show you the result of all 
his hard work in a future edition. I have a feeling it is going to be mighty 

impressive! 



 
Finally, from Michael Foster in Ullesthorpe near Lutterworth we have a 

light-hearted cartoon looking at life as a train enthusiast. Let’s hope we 
get back to meeting friends in the train room sooner rather than later! 

 



 
Firstly I would like to thank everyone that replied to the query posed by 

Toby Ross in the last edition. I am pleased to say that there were several 
responses, all of which have now been forwarded and a very grateful 

Toby is now clear on how to get his MTH Chapelon running. If I get 
further feedback I will of course report further. 
 

For this issue we have two more queries that you can hopefully help with. 
The first comes from John Bennett in Spain and it is a query I have heard 

from others as well so I look forward to your answers.  
Over to John: 
 

‘My layout is Hornby tinplate, current supply is 20v DC and the controllers have 

on them a window which gives ‘V’ and ‘A’ readings as the trains go round. I’m no 

electrician but I assume the V reading is volts.  
 

I recently bought a second-hand B/L Prince Charles. The box lid says it is 12v 
DC. It works well (& it stays on the track), but the controller gives a ‘V’ reading 

of 15.5 as it goes round at the sort of speed that I want it to go. If I dial it down 
to 12 ‘V’ it goes more slowly than I want. 
    I have a habit of setting my trains in motion & sitting there watching them 

going round. It’s very calming not to say hypnotising. If I let my Prince Charles 
run around for any length of time with 15.5 showing as ‘V’ on the controller, am 

I going to do it any harm? Burn out the motor, for example? 
 

I have recently electrified a Hornby nº 50 loco by fitting it with an ETS motor 

unit. I was told this unit ran on 12v DC but I have the same problem as with the 
Prince Charles - it goes too slowly on a V Reading of 12.0. Am I going to damage 

the ETS motor? 
 

I have TWO No. 50 locos with ETS motors. If I double-head them, the V reading 
might be 17.0. Does this mean that, between them, on that train, they are using 
17.0 divided by 2 i.e. each loco is using only 8.5 V (which would be well within 

the 12 V limit)? Or is each loco taking 17.0 V? 
 

Perhaps I should have studied science at school.’   

 
Thanks for the query John, and hopefully the electricians amongst the 

readership will be able to help you out here. Fingers crossed! 
 

Our second query comes from Ed Ives in the USA. Ed has a query 
regarding the wheels on his Ace Celebrations. 

Over to Ed: 
 

‘I have several ACE E-1 locomotives with very few problems however, I also 

jumped in on the ACE Celebration locomotives when they were first available, 
but these suffer with the driving wheels coming loose. I can find no means of 

taking the driving wheels off for a repair.  So far, I have four of these 
locomotives with the loose wheel issue, hence believe this is not unique to me. I 
had a similar loose wheel issue with an ACE A4 locomotive but those wheels 

press on so when they get loose, they slide off. An easy fix is to clean the axle 
and the inside of the wheel hub then use a little Lock-Tite to reattach.  
 

Does anyone have knowledge of how to fix the ACE Celebration loose driving 

wheel issue?’ 

Enquiries Desk 



 

Well Ed, I suspect you can’t have been the first to experience this issue 
given that four locos are all suffering the same problem. Let’s hope there 

is an easy ‘fix’ out there for you. We will see. If not, I could ask Len Mills 

(the Ace engineer/designer) for you. 
 

 
 

 
 

J94 & 20 Ton Brake Van - New ‘Product Reveal’  

 

Firstly, thanks for all your very positive comments on the inaugural 
‘Product Reveal’ video I launched a couple of weeks back. It seems you all 

enjoyed this new way of looking at new products – and I even sold a 
couple of locos as a result so a very positive start. 

I am now pleased to report that second WJVintage ‘Product Reveal’  

video has been completed and is ready for your viewing over on my brand 

new ‘Youtube’ channel. Here is a link to the video which features the 
newly arrived Ex-LNER J94 Class 0-6-0 Saddle Tank in British Railways 

black and a 20 Ton Brake Van in NE red oxide. 
https://youtu.be/C4gAs20HbDI 

 
Please subscribe to the WJVintage channel for regular notifications of new 

videos. 
 

Once again, your constructive comments/critiques are welcomed. I am 
still learning and with every video I think of new/extra things I could have 

included, so I hope they will continue to improve. 
 

What’s New 

 

https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fyoutu.be%2FC4gAs20HbDI&data=02%7C01%7C%7Cb09975df86c343fd08b008d82ce46d00%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637308706871301007&sdata=k2W1NAIEek304oepwwsPLqZG%2BQnK4l1s7SNQx3JFFY8%3D&reserved=0
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC4Nfb8pCxxz44SgufA36CHQ


J94 Update 
The final livery of the Austerity is now being worked on. This is the British 

Army version which we have split into two variants – wartime and post-
war. They are very similar as you will see from the artworks below. The 

wartime (WD - left) is slightly less colourful than the postwar loco. 
  

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

There will be just 10 of each variant so my allocation will be 5 x wartime 
and 5 x postwar only. We cannot produce any more as all the parts are 

now used up! Please get in touch quickly if you would like to secure one. 
Price again is £375.00 plus P&P. 

 

Brake Van Update 
I have been really pleased with the reception the new brake vans have 

received. So far, the Longmoor Military Railway and the BR Grey versions 
have both sold out, as has the London Transport on pre-orders alone.  
 

The North Eastern version in Red Oxide, is now available and I have a few 
still available so do get in touch if you would like one. It also features in 

the latest ‘product reveal’ video if you would like to see it in more detail. 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The final Brake Van of this run will be the London Transport version. These 

have all sold out, so I am unable to accept more orders at this time. 

 
 



 
 

 
 

 
 

 
All Brake Vans feature a working taillight, which is powered by a slim button-

cell style battery (supplied) mounted on the underside of the chassis (along 
with an on/off switch).  

They are priced at just £65.00 each plus P&P. 

 
More from Graham Lock – Mobile Canteens 

 
With all the recent interest (within this newsletter) in things military, 

Graham has now added a Longmoor Military Railway (LMR) Mobile 
Canteen to a lovely range of Mobile Canteens that fit very nicely on the 

likes of a Hornby flat wagon or a Bassett-Lowke (Leicester) 3-plank 
wagon. 

Originally introduced during the Second World War, these Emergency 
Staff Canteens were based on converted BD Containers. They were used 

by all the ‘big four’, as well as the army and some continued into BR 
service. 

The range consists of six styles – LNER, LMS, SR, GWR, BR, and LMR. 
Each one features the open main hatch on the side of the unit and a 

smaller second hatch open on one end of the container (this was to 
provide ventilation to the kitchen and is clearly visible in the header photo 

to this newsletter).  

SOLD OUT 



 
 

   

 
 

They are available to order at £17.00 each plus P&P and as always, I 

would ask that you are patient as Graham will make these up for you as 
quickly as he can. 

 

Couplings Update 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
You may recall that last year I was working with Michael Yorke who had 

come up with a shorter and much more realistic coupling as a retro fit to 



BL and WJV wagons and locos produced by ETS. Well this project sadly 
stalled during lockdown but I am pleased to say is now live again. In fact 

I have just confirmed the order for a first batch. The original design, 
which featured two mounting holes has now been abandoned in favour of 

two separate couplings – one suitable for wagons and one suitable for 
locos. The expected retail price will be £4.25 plus P&P per pair for the 

wagon couplings and £4.50 plus P&P per pair for the loco couplings. A 
bag of 20 pairs will also be available for £80.00 plus P&P for the wagon 

couplings and £85.00 plus P&P for the loco couplings. I hope they will be 
available around the middle of September. More on these in a future 

newsletter. 
 

Mineral Wagons 

 
Another project that stalled as a result of the pandemic was the 16 Ton 
Mineral Wagons. This project is now also back underway, and I have a 

meeting with one of the suppliers in the next week. Assuming all goes to 
plan I will be able to confirm the initial order for these very shortly as 

well. I will hopefully have more detail and confirmed prices for the next 
issue of the newsletter. 

 
 

 

 

….. Any Takers?  
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
See us at Shows (sadly not!) 

Well, I’m afraid we won’t be meeting at a show for the foreseeable future. 
As you will be aware current government advice is to be alert, stay home as 

much as possible  and save lives! As a result, ALL shows have quite rightly 
been cancelled.  

Further to my note about diecast tank 
availability in the last issue, I now 

have just 1 Churchill left. It is 1:43 
scale so ideal for an O gauge military 

layout and is priced at just £15.00 
plus P&P 

Dims: 170 x 70 x 65mm (LxWxH) 
 



As soon as this changes I will of course be quick to respond and book myself 
in to as many as I can, but I have a feeling it will be several months away 

yet. 
However, I am still open for business, indeed I could do with your support 

more than ever at this tricky time financially, so do remember that I can still 
take your orders and despatch by post. Ordering and Payment options as 

below.  
 

 

Ordering from WJVintage is still Easy 

Online 

Please use the WJVintage website as a shop window and then place you 

order by using the dropdown menu on each product page to select and 

submit the item you wish to purchase. This automatically sends me your 
details and I will be in touch to confirm your requirements and take 

payment. Alternatively select what you want and then give me a call or email 

me. Whichever method you use I will get back to you asap and I can confirm 
stock, particularly for highly limited items, and postage options. Please see 

below for full contact details. 
 

Credit Card 

We have a credit/debit card facility, so you can telephone and place your 
order with us by calling 07711 092497 – please have your card to hand 

when calling.  
 

Cheque 

If you would prefer to pay by cheque, that is no problem either. Just 
download the order form from our website and complete your 

requirements. Then make a cheque out for the total and post both order 
form and cheque to us at the address shown. Please make cheques 

payable to WJVintage. 
 

Email 
Alternatively, you can place your order by email and payment can then 

be made either by card, PayPal, direct bank transfer or cheque. Please 
note our email address is: wjvintage@outlook.com 

 
BACS 

A growing number of customers are now choosing to send money direct to 
my account by BACS transfer. If you would like to use this method, please 

contact me and I will send you my bank account details. 
 

 
 

 
 

Whilst postal and courier services have been operating throughout this 

pandemic – and thanks to all those involved as it has been a lifeline for 
many – I am aware that some services have been subject to considerable 

Delivery Situation 

mailto:wjvintage@outlook.com


delays. It certainly doesn’t apply everywhere in the UK, so it is impossible 
to predict with accuracy, how long items will take irrespective of whether 

they are sent first or second class. 
 

Certainly, overseas parcels have been particularly badly hit with many 
flights cancelled, so hold space has become more limited. I have had 

parcels to Australia and New Zealand take 4 weeks to arrive when 
normally they are there within the week.  

 
Please bear this in mind when ordering and please do be patient. Touch 

wood, nothing has been lost at all yet, but there have been, and will be, 
delays. 

 
With the relaxation of the lockdown measures in the UK, I am now 

happier to make more regular trips to the post office so hopefully this will 

remove one potential source of delays and hopefully other services will 
start to operate more normally over the coming weeks. Fingers crossed! 

 
Just to repeat my statement from previous newsletters this is still 

relevant: 
 

 Staff and Premises 
• As a one-man-band I am continuing to operate from the WJ Vintage HQ in the 

Northamptonshire countryside. 

• Currently I am fit and well and keen to crack on as usual, whilst exercising all 

possible caution according to government guidelines.  

• I operate from a home office, plus a small, custom-built storeroom/pick and pack 

area and I am currently taking extra care to ensure a clean working environment 

with surfaces being regularly cleaned and disinfected.  
 

Deliveries  
• I am currently continuing to work with Royal Mail, Parcelforce and other delivery 

services to get your parcels to you in good time. 

• In most cases, delivery drivers will drop off parcels without you having to 

physically sign for them. 

• The royal Mail have advised that domestic deliveries may now be subject to some 

delays. Overseas deliveries may be subject to longer delays.  

• Public Health England (PHE) has advised that people receiving parcels are at 

virtually no risk of contracting the coronavirus. From experience with other 

coronaviruses, we know that these types of viruses don’t survive long on objects, 

such as letters or parcels. 

• This works in tandem with my own policy of regular hand washing and use of 

sanitiser gel when handling and packing goods. 

 
All the best 

Paul 

  ********* 
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