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Welcome to the tenth edition of the ‘Pandemic Special’ WJVintage 

mini-newsletter. As I mentioned in the last issue, this will be the 
final edition of the fortnightly (not-so) mini-newsletters. From 

September I will revert to the regular monthly offering and this 
will allow me more time to focus on other areas of my work 

including some exciting product developments to be announced 

over the coming months. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

It certainly hasn’t been the best August weather-wise to date, and I hope 
all the outdoor layouts that have featured in recent editions have held up 

ok under the ravages of Storm Ellen and Storm Francis (battering us as I 

write!). This issue sees a follow-up to the video I put on the WJ Vintage 

Youtube Channel of Jon Graham’s outdoor layout in the garden of his old 
house. Scroll down to ‘Customer Corner’ for an update on Jon’s new 

layout following his house move. You will also find out a little more about 
the magnificent painting used as our header for this issue. 

Scroll a little further down to ‘What’s New’ for an exiting first glimpse of 
the production versions of the British Army Hunslet Austerity locos. There 

are two variants – wartime and post war. 
You will also find a few ‘Odds and Ends’. These are items that have been 

hanging around due to the lack of shows and are offered at very 
attractive prices. 

  
 

 

Stay safe and …. 
Keep Enjoying Your Trains 
 

WJVintage  
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In recent days I have been having some 
email banter with Graham Lock (of Tappers 

fame and producer of some fine trackside 
accessories and figures). The church hall 

where the Tappers meets are held is 
apparently very keen to take bookings 

again, as long as meetings are regulated in 
accordance with the prevailing government 

advice at the time of the event. Clearly, like 
so many other venues, they have been 

starved of cash for the best part of half a 
year and are desperate to re-start some 

kind of income flow. Both Graham and I are sceptical but how do you all 
feel? 

My view is that, even if the government were to permit indoor events with 

largish crowds, I am not sure there would be a huge take up at the 
moment, certainly with regard to our traditional type club meetings and 

swapmeets. Like it or not we are an ageing group and the vast majority of 
us are near or above the vulnerable age limit in terms of Covid 19.  

 
That said, up in the north-west, I believe some of the traditional O gauge 

enthusiasts are considering returning to some very low-key indoor events 
in the near future. These are generally only attended by fairly low 

numbers and so putting in place suitable safety measures should be quite 
easily possible. I will be fascinated to hear how they get on. 

 
Are we ready to risk exposure yet?  

Or do we need to take the risk to avoid other issues? 
 

There is a trade-off between the potential damage done to health by 

holding these events against the potential damage done to health by not 
holding them. Loneliness and isolation are factors also experienced by 

many within our age group and bring the very real risk of mental health 
problems, particularly depression. 

 
It is a very fine line that we tread. At the moment I still err on the side of 

caution, but if the virus continues to be fairly well controlled as we move 
into autumn, then perhaps we have to start taking more risks. The long 

nights of winter are depressing enough without being deprived of the 
sociability of train club meets. For some they are the main source of 

companionship and sociability. 
 

Food for thought! 
 

 

 
 

 

Head Boy’s Thoughts 
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This edition we return to Jon Graham for an update on the new railway he 
is building since he moved home. If you watched Jon’s videos of the old 

layout (see links in the WJV August Part 1 Newsletter), you will appreciate 
that he doesn’t do things by half measures and I have a feeling the new 

layout will be created in a similar vein. 
 

The plan is for the layout to run both outside and inside and the man-
cave (or railway room) is already in place. 

 

 
 

Inside Jon has started the slow process of designing and constructing his 

new layout. One of the big centrepiece displays will be a large operating 
turntable which Jon is building himself. 

As you will see the mechanism is quite complex and comprises a number 
of gear wheels and drive belts to achieve the correct speed and 

functionality that Jon requires. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

Customer Corner 
(aka - Your ‘Lockdown Locos’) 
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Of course, once it is dropped into place all the hard work is hidden from 
view but I am sure the builder will derive a huge amount of satisfaction 

from knowing what lies below! 
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Jon has promised some more photos of the finished turntable, complete 
with an array of locomotives. I hope to bring you this in a future 

newsletter. 
Before we move on, Jon also sent photos of a couple of his prized 

paintings. He commissioned these from renowned British railway artist 
Rob Rowland and aren’t they just wonderful? The header photo to this 

newsletter shows P2 ‘Cock O’ The North’ and A4 ‘Dominion of Canada’ 
departing Kings Cross. 

The photo below depicts Jubilee Class 45572, ‘Eire’ steaming through a 
level crossing in Gloucester. What a lovely atmospheric painting, 

capturing a busy city scene on a grey, wet day – a bit like the weather 
here today! As an aside, I learnt to drive in a Ford popular like the one 

depicted only green       

I think they re both outstanding pieces of art! 
 

 
 

Thanks, Jon for sharing the above with us and we look forward to seeing 
more photos of the layout when you have progressed further. 

 
Meanwhile over in Suffolk, two friends, Steve Smith and Les Martin 

recently enjoyed a socially distanced running day on Steve’s impressive 
indoor layout. 

Although they run a wide variety of different types of trains, on this 
occasion there was an opportunity to display a rather impressive 

gathering of King Arthurs and I have to say, they certainly do look good. 
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The running day wasn’t all about Ace Trains though, and Steve also gave 

his Seven Mill Models A4 Sir Nigel Gresley a good run, whilst Les enjoyed 
running his WJVintage PLA Austerity and ETS LMR USA Class, whilst Steve 

also added the WJV LMR Austerity for good measure. So, there was also 
some nice freight running plus the odd military train 
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Steve and Les have sent me a couple of short video clips. One shows a 
King Arthur hauling a rake of military wagons. In the foreground there is 

a Port of London Authority Austerity and an Ace A4 also features. I have 
uploaded it to my Youtube Channel and the link is below: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IVgONoFwnPc 
 

The other shows The Seven Mill Models Sir Nigel Gresley in BR Blue 
steaming down the main straight with a decent rake of coaches. The link 

for this one is below: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0D9rwHD4QUc&feature=youtu.be 

 
Many thanks to both Steve and Les for the great photos and videos.  

 
 

 

 
 
 

There haven’t been any further queries in the past couple of weeks so no 
more to add for now. If you do have a problem and would like to hear 

what the readership thinks the solution might be then please get in touch 
and I will publish it in a future edition. 

 

 
 

 
 

Hunslet Austerity/J94 Final Version Due Very Soon 
The final livery of the Austerity is due to be delivered very soon. This is 

the British Army version which we have split into two variants – wartime 

and postwar. They are very similar as you will see from the photographs 
of the production locos below. The wartime (WD - Top) is slightly less 

colourful than the postwar loco (next page). 
  

  

Enquiries Desk 

What’s New 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IVgONoFwnPc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0D9rwHD4QUc&feature=youtu.be
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There are just 10 of each variant so my allocation will be 5 x wartime and 

5 x postwar only. We cannot produce any more as all the parts are now 

used up! Please get in touch quickly if you would like to secure one. I now 
have just 2 of each type available. Price again is £375.00 plus P&P. 

These are now due to arrive during the first week of September. 
 

To whet your appetites, Les Martin was recently on the Isle of Wight and 
managed to video 198 (the preserved postwar army version) departing 

Havenstreet station with a rake of passenger coaches. Click the link below 
to watch this excellent footage. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_gdJZ5AT0SI&feature=youtu.be 
Many thanks for sharing this with us Les. 

 
Hunslet Austerity/J94 Summary 

Well, another loco production run nears its end and I do hope that those 
of you that own an Austerity or J94 have been pleased with them. 

Certainly, the reports I have received have all been extremely positive 

with the (now expected) smooth running characteristics of the ETS 
mechanism and a decent hauling capability. There are still a few 

remaining in stock of most of the liveries so here is just a quick reminder 
of releases to-date and current stocks: 

 
 

LNER Unlined Black – 7 available 
 

 
 

 
BR (early crest) Unlined Black – 5 available  

 
 

 

BR (late crest) Unlined Black – 2 available 
 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_gdJZ5AT0SI&feature=youtu.be
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British Railways Unlined Black – 1 available 

 
 

 
NCB Maroon Lined ‘Harry’ – 1 available 

 
 

 
NCB Apple Green Lined ‘Robert’ – 4 available 

 
 

 
Port of London Authority Unlined Blue – 2 available 

 

 
 

As you will see, some of the above are down to just one or two left so 
please get in touch quickly to secure one. Once they are gone, they are 

gone! 
All are priced at £375.00 each plus P&P and all stock is for 3-rail 

operation only 
 

 
Revised Couplings 
No further news at present but thank you all for the pre-orders. I think I 

may well hve to order a 2nd batch pretty quickly! 
The expected retail price will be £4.25 plus P&P per pair for the wagon 

couplings and £4.50 plus P&P per pair for the loco couplings. A bag of 20 
pairs will also be available for £80.00 plus P&P for the wagon couplings 

and £85.00 plus P&P for the loco couplings. 

 
Mineral Wagons Update 

 
I have just posted a couple of sample wagons to ETS for evaluation. I 

have asked them to consider tampo printing the decoration in Prague 
rather than using decals applied in the UK (as originally envisaged). This 

will be a far better and more durable finish and will hopefully cost no 
more. I will update you all as soon as I hear further. 
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Bits and Bobs 
In going through some of my stock the other day I came across a few items 

that have been sitting around for a while in my shows and events boxes – 
due to the lack of shows and events funnily enough!! I am now happy to 

offer these at very good prices just to clear a little space. 
These are offered on a first come first served basis so please get in touch 

quickly if you would like an item. 
  

 
 

 
 

 
 

2 x Bassett-Lowke 3-Plank 

Wagon NE - £20.00 each 
plus P&P 

2 x Bassett-Lowke 7-Plank 
Wagon NE - £22.00 each 

plus P&P. 
All pre-owned but unused 

and as new 

1 x ETS #469 4-Wheel 

Tanker Wakefield Castrol - 
£30.00 plus P&P. 

Pre-owned but unused and 
as new although box is a 

little tatty. Has UK style 

droplink couplings 

1 x ETS for Ace Trains G5 

Class 0-4-4 GNR Green 
lined - £360.00 plus P&P. 

Pre-owned (Alan Cliff 
Collection) but only lightly 

used and excellent 
condition. Box has a little 

wear to corners/edges 
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Darstaed Six-Wheel Vans all pre-owned (Alan Cliff Collection) but only lightly 
used and excellent condition. Boxes have contents written in black marker 

pen – see photos) 
1 x LSWR Milk Van  

1 x LBSCR Brake 
1 x CR Horse Box 

1 x GWR Luggage Van 
All are priced at £40.00 each plus P&P 

 
See us at Shows (sadly not!) 

Well, I’m afraid we won’t be meeting at a show for the foreseeable future. 
As you will be aware current government advice is to be alert, stay home as 

much as possible  and save lives! As a result, ALL shows have quite rightly 
been cancelled.  

As soon as this changes I will of course be quick to respond and book myself 
in to as many as I can, but I have a feeling it will be several months away 

yet. 
However, I am still open for business, indeed I could do with your support 

more than ever at this tricky time financially, so do remember that I can still 
take your orders and despatch by post. Ordering and Payment options as 

below.  
 

 

Ordering from WJVintage is still Easy 

Online 
Please use the WJVintage website as a shop window and then place you 

order by using the dropdown menu on each product page to select and 
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submit the item you wish to purchase. This automatically sends me your 
details and I will be in touch to confirm your requirements and take 

payment. Alternatively select what you want and then give me a call or email 
me. Whichever method you use I will get back to you asap and I can confirm 

stock, particularly for highly limited items, and postage options. Please see 
below for full contact details. 
 

Credit Card 
We have a credit/debit card facility, so you can telephone and place your 

order with us by calling 07711 092497 – please have your card to hand 
when calling.  
 

Cheque 
If you would prefer to pay by cheque, that is no problem either. Just 

download the order form from our website and complete your 

requirements. Then make a cheque out for the total and post both order 
form and cheque to us at the address shown. Please make cheques 

payable to WJVintage. 
 

Email 

Alternatively, you can place your order by email and payment can then 
be made either by card, PayPal, direct bank transfer or cheque. Please 

note our email address is: wjvintage@outlook.com 
 

BACS 
A growing number of customers are now choosing to send money direct to 

my account by BACS transfer. If you would like to use this method, please 
contact me and I will send you my bank account details. 

 
 

 

 
 

Both postal and courier services are now operating pretty much as normal 
with good delivery times to most of the UK. 

 
Some overseas parcels are still subject to some delay and, of course the 

situation is subject to change as Covid spikes in some countries may 
result in further measures to control the outbreaks. 

 
Please bear this in mind when ordering from overseas and please do be 

patient. Touch wood, nothing has been lost at all yet, but there have 
been, and will be, delays. 

 
Just to repeat my statement from previous newsletters this is still 

relevant: 
 

 Staff and Premises 
• As a one-man-band I am continuing to operate from the WJ Vintage HQ in the 

Northamptonshire countryside. 

Delivery Situation 

mailto:wjvintage@outlook.com
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• Currently I am fit and well and keen to crack on as usual, whilst exercising all 

possible caution according to government guidelines.  

• I operate from a home office, plus a small, custom-built storeroom/pick and pack 

area and I am currently taking extra care to ensure a clean working environment 

with surfaces being regularly cleaned and disinfected.  
 

Deliveries  
• I am currently continuing to work with Royal Mail, Parcelforce and other delivery 

services to get your parcels to you in good time. 

• In most cases, delivery drivers will drop off parcels without you having to 

physically sign for them. 

• Public Health England (PHE) has advised that people receiving parcels are at 

virtually no risk of contracting the coronavirus. From experience with other 

coronaviruses, we know that these types of viruses don’t survive long on objects, 

such as letters or parcels. 

• This works in tandem with my own policy of regular hand washing and use of 

sanitiser gel when handling and packing goods. 

 
All the best 

Paul 

  ********* 
 

 

 
 

       WJVintage                    Tel: 07711 092497        www.wjvintage.co.uk 

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=371317419566052&ref=br_rs

