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Welcome to the September 2020 edition of the WJVintage 

newsletter. How ironic that just as I return to a monthly format, 

so the virus appears to be returning and further measures are 
being put in place to help prevent the spread. So, when things 

were becoming slightly more relaxed, we have a stark reminder 
that this virus is still very much with us and we must still take the 

utmost care 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I have just returned from a week in Yorkshire which was a 
welcome break for my wife and I. Much of our time was spent 

walking with our two dogs – far from crowds whenever possible. 
We did however venture out occasionally and many of you will no 

doubt recognise the photo above. It is Pickering Station on the 
North Yorkshire Moors Railway. Sadly, it was virtually deserted as 

services have been reduced to a bare minimum due to Covid 19. 
Read more about this below as the ‘Out and About’ feature makes 

a welcome (but possibly brief) return. 
The ‘Customer Corner’ this month has plenty of variety including 

some new videos to watch and I really have to thank you all so 
much for continuing to supply items of interest for this feature. Do 

please keep them coming! 

There are once again only a few updates in the ‘What’s New’ 
section this month but don’t worry, exciting new announcements 

are just around the corner! 
 
 
 

Stay safe and …. 

Keep Enjoying Your Trains 

WJVintage  

September 2020 Newsletter 
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A Very Pleasant Lunch with Michael Foster 
Those of you that regularly see me at HRCA meetings will be aware that I 

quite often travel with Michael Foster. We have been friends since my 
days at Corgi when Michael helped us with our early dealings between 

Bassett-Lowke and ETS. With the slight relaxation of lockdown, and given 
that we hadn’t met up for several months, Michael recently invited me 

over to his home for a spot of socially distanced lunch in his garden, plus 
a chance for a good catch up and to see the projects that have been 

keeping him busy during lockdown. 
Wow, he certainly has been busy. I may actually spread this report over 

two issues as there is so much to show you. First off, just look at the 

wonderful Talyllyn Train shown above and below. This has been a long-
term project for Michael as he explains in his own words as follows: 

 
‘This all started for me in August, 2009, eleven years ago now! The ‘Steam Railway’ 
magazine was fundraising £60K to bring the classic 'Dolgogh' loco back to life. I thought a 
little model, running on '0' gauge track would be a winner and we could easily sell 200 sets.  
 

With very kind help from the engineers of the Talyllyn Railway Company and friends in the 
National Railway Museum in York I soon acquired all the drawings and information I needed. 
I commissioned ETS to build me the prototype and while they were doing that, I set out to 
have made in etched brass the coach set of two carriages and the Brake Van/Booking Van 
coach. All was well until I received the parcel to find the engine had been made to entirely 
the wrong scale. It was much too large! So, the project stalled for a few years. However, I 
looked again at the model and slowly came under its spell. It really is the cutest little engine, 
just over 6 and a half inches long (168mm). So, I commissioned again the coaches, now 
enlarged to match the engine. 
 

The unpainted prototype set went to the NRM, then on to the Talyllyn Railway where it 
came into the hands of keen and highly skilled modeller, Keith Foster who by chance is also 
a volunteer driver on the TRC. He kindly volunteered to paint it for me. Pressures, illness, all 
took up his time, so it was not until last Christmas that he was able to deliver the set back to 
me, basically finished. I was staggered. He has done the most superb job. It is really a jewel 
and a tribute to his skill. 

 
 

Out and About 
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The scale is the odd thing! I call it 'J' Scale = Jiri Scale) named after the Chief Engineer of ETS 
- Mr. Jiri Nemecek. It is bigger than Gauge 1 scale. It is smaller than SM32 scale. It is about 
11.5mm to the foot, 1/27th scale. No matter, it runs on '0' gauge tracks. It can be easily 
capable of running on 3-rail track as well as 2-rail track. It just seems the right size to run 
indoors or out in the garden. 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

So, what do you think? Is this worth putting into production? There’s no 

denying it is an absolute little beauty, but would it sell? What about the 
scale? Let me know your thoughts and I will pass them onto Michael. 

 
The next project is in the early stages of development but is another long-

term idea which would be due to come to fruition in 2025 to mark the 

200th Anniversary of the Stockton to Darlington Railway. I really like this 
idea but again, I will leave it to Michael to say a few words about it. 
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2025 marks the 200-year Anniversary of the Stockton and Darlington Railway, the first fully 
steam operated system in the UK. To mark what will be a wonderful year of events to 
celebrate this milestone, I have taken the Bachmann Souvenir '0' gauge 'Locomotion' 
locomotive and put together a rake of 3 ton Chaldron Coal waggons and a Brumm 1830 Mail 
Coach which is an exact copy of the first passenger coach to be mounted onto wagon 
wheels. 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I am wanting to put this iconic train into production as a souvenir of the origin of our 
railways. What do you think?’ 
 

Once again, do let me know what you think of Michael’s plan. Would you 
buy a ready to run O Gauge ‘Locomotion’ Set?  
 

Michael has also been working on a number of wagons with a slightly 
more ‘Modern image’ feel I will carry these over to next month. 

Thanks again Michael for a lovely lunch and you can tell Yvonne that I 

certainly do like beef and mustard sandwiches!       

 

 
A Welcome Break in the Yorkshire Wolds 
Based just south of Malton where we rented a small cottage on a working 
farm, my wife and I have just returned from a very welcome break in a 

lovely part of the world. I am not sure whether we walked the legs off our 
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dogs, or whether they walked the legs off us – we certainly managed 
some impressive daily mileages, most of it in stunning countryside and far 

from the madding crowd! 
The only slight disappointment was the lack of railway activity. We did 

manage a trip to Pickering, the southern end and base of the North 
Yorkshire Moors Railway but with only one service per day (due to Covid), 

and that being a direct train to Whitby with no stops at the lovely villages 
on the moors, we decided on a different plan. We drove to Whitby, then 

took a drive across the moors, stopping at Grosmont and passing through 
Goathland en route back to Pickering. We had intended to have a stop at 

Whitby, but it was absolutely crammed with people and we didn’t fancy 
taking unnecessary risks. I have to say, both Grosmont and Pickering 

stations were virtually deserted. Even Goathland was empty and it is 
always busy, either with railway enthusiasts or with Heartbeat fans (the 

long-running show was based there and took the fictitious name of 

Aidensfield). It was all rather sad really and a reflection of the times. 
However, at least we felt safe and there were one or two things of 

interest to see at Pickering, like the very nice Class 08 0-6-0 Diesel in BR 
blue with wasp stripes, shown in the photo below. 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
The 08 Diesel featured highly in the poll of products to produce that I 

conducted a year or so ago. I have always been reluctant to cover this as 
Dapol have already produced a very good 2-rail finescale version and 

there are still a few of the Directory Series locos around in 3-rail. What do 
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you think? Would it be of interest? There is certainly an abundance of 
liveries available to cover off! 

There were also a couple of rather nice Coles Cranes, one quite similar to 
the Dinky Coles Mobile Crane but on a rail chassis and another impressive 

railway breakdown crane , both of which would make lovely subjects for 
an O Gauge models! 

 
  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

On one of our walks we crossed the Scarborough to York Railway line a 
couple of times and at both crossings (Kirkham Abbey and Howsham) we 

came across rather nice signal boxes.  
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Both date from the 1800s and both feature distinctive red brick 
construction with slate roofs. The Kirkham Abbey box in particular is a 

lovely example, very well maintained and is actually Grade 2 listed. 
 

So, there you have it. I always try to incorporate a little railway activity 
into our UK holidays but on this occasion not as much as I’d have liked. 

Never mind, we’ll just have to have another UK holiday next year! The 

way we are going we may have no choice!!      
 
 
 

 
 

It struck me recently that one of the best-known brands in traditional O 

Gauge has tended not to be covered that often in our ‘Customer Corner’ 
feature. I am referring to Hornby O Gauge which must be the most 

popular brand of collectable vintage tinplate trains by far. It was therefore 
nice to recently receive a photo and video link from Jamie Green in 

Shropshire. Jamie is a great enthusiast and collector of traditional O 
Gauge and what I particularly like about the photo and the video, is that 

both feature clockwork models running on his new garden layout. The 
photo above shows Jamie’s LMS No.1 Special with a goods train, whilst 

the video shows his County of Bedford with a GWR train comprising 
Hornby milk tanker and three No.2 Corridor Coaches. Here is the Youtube 

link to the video: 

https://youtu.be/Cf3u5wLVDZ0 
I suspect this new garden layout has seen some considerable action 

during lockdown, particularly during the lovely spell of weather we had 
during the late spring and early summer months this year. It is a great 

layout and I love the sound effects on the video, not just of the train 

Customer Corner 
(aka - Your ‘Lockdown Locos’) 

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fyoutu.be%2FCf3u5wLVDZ0&data=02%7C01%7C%7Cb9cbce0e106d4d56945a08d7e7c4cc2b%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637232757242772204&sdata=TDvhZ4XpRVx4WBFufckG%2FIJwa%2Fpz3z49zV%2F1EckAGtE%3D&reserved=0
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itself, but particularly the cooing pigeons and general bird song – 
fantastic! Thanks for sharing with us Jamie. 

 

 
 

Maintaining the Hornby theme on outdoor layouts I have just received the 
lovely photo above from Bill Mansell over in California. I featured Bill’s 

previous outdoor layout in the newsletter many moons ago, just as he 
was moving house, so it is great to see that he is now up and running 

again. The loco shown also has an interesting story and is of course 
particularly relevant as we celebrate the centenary of Hornby O Gauge 

this year. Here is Bill’s story: 
  
‘I read your article on the beginnings of Hornby O gauge a little while back, and 

thought you might be interested in this. 
I bought this one on ebay quite a few years ago, and it was posed for its photo 

in such a way that it looked fairly presentable, BUT on arrival I realized that it 
was bashed and battered nearly to the point of chucking it away, but it was from 
the first year of issue, so somehow it had to be saved. 

 I stripped it down and straightened it as well as I could. Then looked at the 
clockwork motor. Parts missing, parts irreparable, etc so I talked with Mike 

Foster who ordered a replacement sparkie motor from ETS and sent it over to 
me.  
Any way here it is on my railway in my new house. ( I believe I sent you pics of 

my railway in my old house.) 
It’s not the best, and the colour is wrong but I like it and that is what matters.’ 
 

I like it too Bill and thank goodness you have breathed new life into such 

a historically significant loco. I would much rather see it restored and 
running than consigned to the dustbin (or trash can as you say over in 

the USA). Your new outdoor layout looks stunning too! Thanks for taking 
the time to send in the photo and story. 
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Remember this? 

 
This is a photo of two US Servicemen at Kings Cliffe Railway Station 
during WW2. It featured in the article I wrote a couple of issues ago about 

the ‘Trainbusters’ – the P-38 Lightning fighter aircraft that were based at 
Kings Cliffe air base during the war, and which gained a reputation for 

strafing German supply trains on mainland Europe. 
Well now look at this: 
 

 
 

Keith Preston from Peterborough has produced an O Gauge version of the 

very same photo. The figures here are actually German but as Keith says: 
‘the Americans were probably using PoWs to work in the station yard.’ 

Now that is entirely possible because we did in fact have a PoW Camp 
based just on the western outskirts of Kings Cliffe. It certainly looks a 

pretty believable scenario. 
Thanks, Keith for making up the scene and photographing it.  
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Just one query this month and this comes from Paul Thompson up in 

Cheshire. Smallbrook Studios on the Isle of Wight offer a couple of 
vintage O Gauge battery driven chassis like the one shown below.  
 

 
 

Paul’s query is: ‘has anyone fitted one of these to a Hornby body and if 
so, how did they find the fitting and running of it?’  

I’m sure many others might be interested to hear about any experiences 

with these Smallbrook units so please get in touch if you can help and I 
will publish any thoughts next month. 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
Hunslet Austerity/J94 Final Version Now Available 
The final livery of the Austerity is now in stock – but probably not for 
long. This is the British Army version which we have split into two 

variants – wartime and postwar. They are very similar as you will see 
from the photographs of the production locos below. The wartime (WD - 

Top) is slightly less colourful than the postwar loco (next page). 
  

  

Enquiries Desk 

What’s New 
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We have produced just 10 of each variant so my allocation was just 5 x 

wartime and 5 x postwar only. We cannot produce any more as all the 

parts are now used up! Please get in touch quickly if you would like to 
secure one. I now have just 3 left – 2 x wartime and 1 x postwar. Price 

again is £375.00 plus P&P. 
 

Do remember as well that Graham Lock has produced some rather nice 
figures to suit these.  

 

   
Note – all figures are in the same shade of Khaki. Photos were taken at different times under 
different lighting 
 

Driver/Fireman - £15.00 per set plus P&P 
Shunter - £8.50 each plus P&P 

Guards (red flag or green flag) - £8.50 each plus P&P 
These are all cast in metal and hand painted by Graham to order. 

Please do allow a couple of weeks for orders to be fulfilled. 
 

Revised Couplings 
Thank you all for the pre-orders and I really do apologise that these are 
not here yet. I have to put it down to miscommunication with the 

supplier.       

Suffice to say they are now well into production and should be with me in 
the next week or two. 
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The retail price will be £4.25 plus P&P per pair for the wagon couplings 
and £4.50 plus P&P per pair for the loco couplings. A bag of 20 pairs will 

also be available for £80.00 plus P&P for the wagon couplings and 
£85.00 plus P&P for the loco couplings. 

 
I am also trialling a new coupling designed for old Hornby tinplate wagons 

and I hope to have some further details on these in the next edition of the 
newsletter. 

 
Mineral Wagons Update 

 
I have literally just today received some initial costings from ETS for 

tampo printing the bodies. Unfortunately, I don’t yet have an overall full 
costing for the complete product with new wheels and printed bodies but 

as soon as I do, I will update you. We are getting there – albeit rather 

slowly! 
 

Diecast Delights 
As many of you will be aware, I spent 20 years of my career working in 

the diecast toys industry before setting up WJVintage in 2011. So, I like 

to think I have a good eye for a nice diecast product and that’s exactly 

what I am planning to bring you very soon. 
I have always loved the Dinky Supertoys trucks and these new models 

are blatantly made to look like they come from the same moulds. 

They are NOT the Atlas Editions Dinky copies, but they ARE extremely 
high-quality models in the Supertoys style and they ARE just perfect 

accompaniments to any vintage style O gauge layout. My trial order is 
winging its way to me as I write so please look out for details on the 

WJVintage website and Facebook page. I will also be including them in 

the next Youtube video on the WJVintage channel. 

Full details will be in the October newsletter. 
And just to whet your appetites, here are a couple of pictures of Guy 

trucks from the range. 
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See us at Shows – it’s not looking that likely! 
Well, I’m afraid with the recent rise in Covid 19 infections and the latest 

government ‘Stitch in Time’ measures to hopefully ‘Prevent Nine’, it looks like 
any hopes we may have had that shows might be back before Christmas 

have probably been scuppered. Indeed, the government is saying that the 
latest measures may have to be in place for six months, taking us well into 

the new year. 

However, I am still open for business, indeed I could do with your support 
more than ever at this tricky time financially, so do remember that I can still 

take your orders and despatch by post. Ordering and Payment options as 
below.  

 
 

Ordering from WJVintage is still Easy 

Online 
Please use the WJVintage website as a shop window and then place you 

order by using the dropdown menu on each product page to select and 
submit the item you wish to purchase. This automatically sends me your 

details and I will be in touch to confirm your requirements and take 
payment. Alternatively select what you want and then give me a call or email 

me. Whichever method you use I will get back to you asap and I can confirm 
stock, particularly for highly limited items, and postage options. Please see 

below for full contact details. 
 

Credit Card 
We have a credit/debit card facility, so you can telephone and place your 

order with us by calling 07711 092497 – please have your card to hand 
when calling.  
 

Cheque 
If you would prefer to pay by cheque, that is no problem either. Just 

download the order form from our website and complete your 
requirements. Then make a cheque out for the total and post both order 

form and cheque to us at the address shown. Please make cheques 
payable to WJVintage. 
 

Email 
Alternatively, you can place your order by email and payment can then 

be made either by card, PayPal, direct bank transfer or cheque. Please 

note our email address is: wjvintage@outlook.com 
 

BACS 
A growing number of customers are now choosing to send money direct to 

my account by BACS transfer. If you would like to use this method, please 
contact me and I will send you my bank account details. 

 
 

 

mailto:wjvintage@outlook.com
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Both postal and courier services are currently operating pretty much as 
normal with good delivery times to most of the UK. 

 
Some overseas parcels are still subject to some delay and, of course the 

situation is subject to change as Covid spikes in some countries may 
result in further measures to control the outbreaks. 

 
Please bear this in mind when ordering from overseas and please do be 

patient. Touch wood, nothing has been lost at all yet, but there have 
been, and will be, delays. 

 
Just to repeat my statement from previous newsletters this is still 

relevant: 
 

 Staff and Premises 
• As a one-man-band I am continuing to operate from the WJ Vintage HQ in the 

Northamptonshire countryside. 

• Currently I am fit and well and keen to crack on as usual, whilst exercising all 

possible caution according to government guidelines.  

• I operate from a home office, plus a small, custom-built storeroom/pick and pack 

area and I am currently taking extra care to ensure a clean working environment 

with surfaces being regularly cleaned and disinfected.  
 

Deliveries  
• I am currently continuing to work with Royal Mail, Parcelforce and other delivery 

services to get your parcels to you in good time. 

• In most cases, delivery drivers will drop off parcels without you having to 

physically sign for them. 

• Public Health England (PHE) has advised that people receiving parcels are at 

virtually no risk of contracting the coronavirus. From experience with other 

coronaviruses, we know that these types of viruses don’t survive long on objects, 

such as letters or parcels. 

• This works in tandem with my own policy of regular hand washing and use of 

sanitiser gel when handling and packing goods. 

 
All the best 

Paul 

  ********* 
 

 
 
 

 

       WJVintage                    Tel: 07711 092497        www.wjvintage.co.uk 

Delivery Situation 

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=371317419566052&ref=br_rs

