WJVintage
October 2020 Newsletter

Welcome to the October 2020 edition of the WJVintage
newsletter. Forget the doom and gloom of the real world and
take just a moment or two to immerse yourself in what has
turned out to be a real bumper issue. I have had so much
material submitted that I already have quite a bit held over for
the November issue – which is fantastic, and I really thank you
for your support.
Please, please keep it coming as it really is appreciated, not only
by me, but by the entire readership. I know from the feedback I
get every month, just how much many of you look forward to
receiving my monthly ramblings and I feel truly humbled by this. I
also happen to rather enjoy writing it, even if I do sometimes get
writers block and hence deliver it to you a few days later than
planned!
Hopefully, the wait will have been worth it. This edition has some
really great reports, particularly in the ‘Out and About’ and
‘Customer Corner’ features. Please don’t miss Jon Graham’s video
covering a super piece of model engineering. His turntable is quite
stunning.
The ‘What’s New’ feature is a little different this month, but
hopefully will, nevertheless prove of interest
Stay safe and ….
Keep Enjoying Your Train
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Out and About

A Day at the Seaside!
Well, not quite at the seaside but only a stone’s throw away. I have been
out and about again this month as I was lucky enough to be invited to
Lowestoft on the east coast for a running day with Steve Smith.
Steve had also invited his friend (and fellow O gauge enthusiast) Les
Martin and the three of us had an excellent day. I have to say it was so
nice just to get out and feel normal again – although we were obviously
aware of social distancing of course.
Steve has an eclectic range of model railway collecting interests, including
Triang Hornby OO gauge and Triang ‘Big-Big Train’, both of which I have
seen him exhibit at TCS events. In more recent years he has moved into
O gauge and now has a large and impressive layout in his garage – which
has become very much ‘The Train Room’. That said the track section
across the garage doors is removeable to allow the car to be driven in.

Three A4s and a N2, this could almost be a scene from Kings Cross Station back in the day!

Both Steve and Les have focussed on modern era 3-rail and so there was
a fantastic selection of Ace, Darstaed, Seven Mill Models and, of course
WJVintage, on display and running throughout the day.
I managed a few photos as you can imagine so here are is a selection.
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The LSWR Adams Radial looks elegant from all angles

‘The Red Knight’, the new King Arthur Class from Ace is certainly a lovely looking loco

Two new WJVintage releases, a British Army Austerity and London Transport Brake Van
For its size the
Terrier can
certainly haul a
decent length
train without
any problems!
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Hands up who’d like a breakdown crane like this? Steve bought this very cheaply and
plans to do some restoration work on it in the near future. In all seriousness, I do think
one of these in O gauge ‘ready to run’ would be popular. What do you think? Nice little
Sentinel shunter there too!

Dapol Class 08 Diesel (steve can run 2-rail as well) and ‘Harry the Hunslet’ Austerity

No layout is complete without a few trackside accessories

I hope the above gives you a good flavour of what a varied and
interesting selection of trains we ran throughout the day. Of course, no
running day is complete without some sort of sustenance and as we were
at the coast Steve did us proud with fish and chips all round (what else?).
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This was a cracking good day and I really do thank Steve for his
hospitality. Can’t wait for the next one! I also took quite a bit of video and
I hope to share some of the footage with you next time, when I have had
a chance to get over to see my son who has promised to edit the clips
together. Something to look forward to for next month!

A Very Pleasant Lunch with Michael Foster – Part 2
Last month I brought you details of some of Michael FoSter’s ‘Lockdown
projects’ that I discussed with him during a very pleasant lunch in his
garden back at the beginning of September (when the weather was
actually lovely).
In terms of your reaction to his proposals, I can report that the lovely
little Talyllyn Railway 'Dolgogh' loco was the project that caused most
positive reaction. The only real problem you highlighted was the scale of
the prototype, which at around 1:27th scale, doesn’t fit with any of the
acknowledged standard railway modelling gauges.
Unfortunately, last month I ran out of space to bring you all of Michael’s
‘Lockdown project’ details so here, as promised, are some more
interesting wagon ideas – in Michael’s own words:
‘I have been developing some more modern image wagons taking the superb body
mouldings from Skytrex (2013) Ltd., and mating them with the heavier, precision ETS chassis
units. Available 2-rail or 3-rail with HF (High Flange) wheels.
First, we have the 40ft Bogie Container wagon. This uses two Buzz Models 20ft containers
(each 140mm long) on the 280mm long ETS bogie Flat Bed chassis. Guide Retail price
£140.00 each.

Next the MGR (Merry-go-Round) HAA Hopper wagons on the standard 170mm long ETS
four-wheel chassis. Price £47.50 each.
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Next the TTA Bulk Liquid 5,000 gallon Tankers. Price £65.00 each. Also, the PCA Bulk
Powder/Cement wagons. A rake would look stunning behind the ETS Class 20 Diesel
engines. Price the same at £65.00 each.

The 60ton Bogie hopper wagons have long been a favourite of mine. Something substantial
to be hauled by my ACE Trains 9F locomotive. These can be in Summers or I.C.I livery, or just
plain Grey scheme. Guide price £147.50 each, this being less than half the similar FineScale
models advertised on the market. What do you think?

The ubiquitous Scammell Mechanical Horse was introduced in 1948 and lasted up till 1967.
Some can still be seen on the preserved Railway sites. The later, more modern 'Scarab' was
launched in 1960. The 1/43rd scale die-cast model by Budgie was made by Merracroft Ltd
and would make a lovely little Resin cast model accessory to one's layout.’
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Please bear in mind these are currently just ideas with target pricing to
gauge interest. None are currently in development as actual products.
However, they could be if there is sufficient interest. So over to you. What
do you think? Both Michael and I look forward to hearing your feedback.

Customer Corner
(aka - Your ‘Lockdown Locos’)
First up this month we have a fabulous collection from Roger Kimber up in
Cumbria. Roger has a really extensive collection of both British and
American outline trains and so he has split his report into two parts. This
month we have the US collection and next month we will have the British
collection. Huge thanks to Roger for taking the time to photograph his
models and for writing a short description of every piece. I do hope you
enjoy it. Over to Roger.
To answer Pauls request for material for his monthly newsletter I have offered this to illustrate my
interest and development of my coarse scale O gauge collection.
It all started well over a decade ago when I discovered a large collection of new old stock Hornby O
gauge on a certain auction site I couldn’t resist, soon after I moved North. However, being a ‘Man of
Kent’ born within the sound of the Kent and East Sussex Railway, I had no hesitation in deciding to
collect Southern Railway items and this has meant going for models produced by modern makers in
the main because I prefer mint and boxed items; few older items are in that condition.
Being a collector at heart, and anyway not having room for a layout either inside or out, I wasn’t
concerned I couldn’t run my stock. So far, I have only run three of my 60 odd locos. Also, I thought,
just covering one area, the Southern, would restrict my collecting. Some hope, as recently, I’ve
added to my themes a little. I’ve long held an interest in American railroads and now have a small
collection of Lionel, Mikes Train House (MTH), Weaver and Williams locos. Also, railways with a
military theme has given my collection variation which it wouldn’t otherwise have had, had I stayed
strictly with the Southern.
Anyway, enough of the rambling. I’ve divided this into two parts.

This is part one: America first!
FIRST SELECTION
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These are all Lionel. Front to back.
Pennsylvania Rail Road (PRR) 4-6-2 Torpedo. PRR GG1 electric. Lionel have made several versions of
these over the years; this is a limited edition made in 2008.
PRR GG1 electric. Lionel have made several versions of these over the years; this is a limited edition
made in 2008.
New York Central F7 ABA three unit consist.
PRR 6-8-6 S2 Turbine. Over the years this loco has been very successful for Lionel. It was less so for
the Pennsylvania RR!
Northern Pacific 4-8-4 northern.
---------------------------------------------------SECOND SELECTION.

Front to back
Lionel NYC 4-6-4 streamlined Hudson ‘Commodore Vanderbilt’.
Williams Southern Pacific (SP) GS4 4-8-4 ‘Daylight’.
Lionel SP GS2 4-8-4 Daylight
Lionel Chesapeake & Ohio 4-8-4 streamliner.
The US flag, battery powered so it flutters, is by Mikes Train House (MTH). The car is of course the
Corgi Chevrolet Impala. Same scale as the locos, 1/48.
-----------------------------------------------------------------THIRD SELECTION

Weaver Union Pacific 4-6-2 painted for the pre-war ‘Forty Niner’ service. It really carried that colour
scheme!
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The small stagecoach is by Matchbox, the large one is by an unknown maker in about 1/10th scale. It
needs horses, some passengers and luggage!
FORTH SELECTION.

This is where two interests coincide. I’ve long had an interest in the American Civil War. My wife and
I toured Virginian battlefields and Gettysburg in the early 1990’s so had to have these two Mikes
Train House Western & Atlantic Rail Road 4-4-0s, the ‘General’ and ‘Texas’. They were involved in
the Great Locomotive Chase during the civil war. In short, disguised Union troops penetrated the
South to steal a loco, the ‘General’, to head north destroying track and other equipment to disrupt
Southern troop movements as they went. The Southerners gave chase in the ‘Texas’ and captured
the intruders.
The soldiers are made by W Britain to 1/30 scale so give a forced perspective.
End of Part One. Join me next time for the British connection!

More from the North West
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By complete coincidence, our next submission also comes from Cumbria
like Roger Kimber above. Any of you who regularly attend events in the
north west of England and up into the border counties will probably have
come across Bob Harwood. He has been a regular at the HRCA Preston
Brook meets since well before I started attending, and he is also an active
member of the HRCA Border Counties Group.
Well Bob, having seen the recent Hunslet Austerity release with the name
‘Robert’ decided he just had to have an example – seeing as how it was
named after him! This spurred him on to then take a few photos of his
lovely layout. Again, I’ll let Bob explain in his own words:
I am afraid that photography is not my forte
However, I have had a go so if you want to edit or use any feel free.
The small "Robert" pulls the 17 hornby wagons with ease at around 10 volts and half an amp
The wagons are all repaints of local area pits etc by Neville Whaler one of our Border Group
Members. Neville is also a trader so seems to obtain a ready supply of ‘scrappers’ to repaint
I have enclosed a photo of part of my layout which has been keeping me occupied on wet lockdown
days
Much of the back-scenery work is courtesy of my good lady Sheila.

Well, I would like to firstly thank Bob for sending in the photos. I think
they are great and look ever so realistic. But I also want to say that those
wagons look brilliant (I’d quite like to see some more of them) and what a
great way to save ‘scrappers’ from a sad end. Finally, what a talented
wife you have! Those backdrops are something else and give the layout a
fantastically realistic atmosphere. I also love the girder bridge, which I
assume is hinged in order to gain access to the inner part of the layout.
You should be very proud of your efforts. Thanks again.
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More from Jon Graham
You will hopefully recall that back in the August 2020 Part 2 edition of the
WJVintage newsletter, I included some photos of Jon Graham’s new
layout which features a self-designed and built, electrically driven
turntable. Well, I am pleased to say that Jon has now completed the work
on this fabulous centrepiece and the results, as you will see from the
header photo to this newsletter and below, are quite stunning!
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But wait, there is more to come. Jon has actually filmed the turntable in
action. I have uploaded it to Youtube and you can view it by clicking on
the link below, or copying the url into your browser:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KBjgTY2ECvg&feature=youtu.be
I must say, I thought Jon had been extra clever and added a really fitting
musical soundtrack to the video. It wasn’t quite what I expected. You’ll
hear what I mean when you watch the video.
Jon, many thanks for sharing this with us. I think it is inspirational and I
am sure our readership will be similarly inspired. Top quality
craftsmanship, very well done!

What’s New
It seems rather strange to open the ‘What’s New’ feature with non-train
related products but, whilst we are in a quiet period for new train
products why not? There are several exciting new product releases to
come but at time of writing they are just not quite ready to be
announced. Hopefully, there will be more to report in next month’s
newsletter. In the meantime….

Introducing Dan Toys

Last month I mentioned that I was planning to release a diecast range
that I think really will complement a lot of layouts. So, here they are!
With more than a passing resemblance to Dinky Supertoys, these modern
reproduction models are produced to the very highest quality, giving
collectors the opportunity to own mint, vintage-looking toys for a fraction
of the cost of an original. Even the Dan Toys boxes bear a striking
resemblance to the original Dinky mid-1950s blue and white striped
boxes.
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Initially I have taken delivery of a trial order and selection to see how
they sell and if there are particular favourites. All have been produced as
limited editions so there is no guarantee that I can get more. However, at
time of writing, all are still available. Let me know what you think/which
you would like

Dan 232 – Guy Flatbed with tailboard – Blue/Red

Dan 233 - Guy Flatbed with tailboard – Green/Red

Dan 236 – Guy Flatbed - Red/Green

Dan 237 – Guy Flatbed – Yellow
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Dan 239 – Guy Flatbed – Dark/Pale Green

Dan 245 – Guy 4 Ton Lorry – Red/Tan

Dan 213 – Guy Van Spratt’s Dog Food

Dan 241 – Guy Flatbed – Blue/Red

Dan 246 – Guy 4 Ton Lorry – Green

Dan 267 – Guy Van – Dunlop Tyres
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Dan 270 – Guy Van – Brooke Bond Tea

Dan 271 – Guy Van – British Railways

All these Dan Toys models are
produced at approx. 1:48th
scale (US O Gauge) so they are
a little under scale for the UK.
However, in practice, I think
they look just great and they
really are produced as a topquality item – just like the
originals.
Dan 272 – Guy Van – Heinz 57 Varieties

If you are interested in any of the above models, please get in touch.
Current stocks are very limited, but I will get more if there is demand.
Dan Toys also produce a really nice model of the Guy Van in the wellknown Lyons Swiss Rolls livery. The original Dinky Supertoys version is
very sought after indeed and would cost several hundred pounds in mint
condition. The Dan Toys version is more expensive than the rest of the
range at £49.99 but I will be happy to supply to order (subject to
availability). Let me know if you would like me to enquire.
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More from Graham Lock
Spurred on by the range of Dan Toys I have just announced, Graham
Lock has been in touch with a couple of existing loads that will fit the Guy
flatbed, and has been developing some new loads to suit as well.

The packing case is available in Pickfords or Carter Patterson livery, whilst
the cable drum is available in BICC, Callender, Enfield or Liverpool Cables
schemes. All are priced at £11.00 plus P&P
Graham’s new range is a series of tanks with mock-ups shown below
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The tank range will all be priced at £12.00 each plus P&P and I am happy
to take pre-orders now. As many of you are aware, Graham hand-makes
all his items in his spare time. Delivery will normally take 2 to 3 weeks.

Repro ‘Pixyland Kew’ Porter with Milk Churn

Next up from Graham is a brand-new railway porter figure. This is a
reproduction of a rare figure originally made by Pixyland Kew and features
a uniformed porter figure manhandling a milk churn.
This lovely figure, cast in
white metal then handpainted, is available at
£9.50 plus P&P.

Driver/Fireman Sets
I currently have a small stock of Graham’s fabulous, hand-painted, white
metal Driver/Fireman sets back in stock. If you would like any of these,
they are priced at £15.00 per set.

Post war shovelling fireman

Post war resting fireman

Post war shovelling fireman

Post war resting fireman
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British Army shovelling Fireman
(resting Fireman also available)

Revised Couplings

I am delighted to announce that the new couplings are now in stock
They are priced at £4.25 plus P&P per pair for the wagon couplings and
£4.50 plus P&P per pair for the loco couplings. A bag of 20 pairs is also
be available for £80.00 plus P&P for the wagon couplings and £85.00
plus P&P for the loco couplings.
The wagon couplings are designed to fit easily to all Bassett-Lowke
(Corgi/Hornby era) and WJVintage issued wagons and make a massive
difference – reducing the distance between buffers from circa 25mm to
just under 10mm (see photos below for before and after) without any
buffer lock problems. They are far less obtrusive more visually pleasing.

BEFORE

AFTER
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The loco versions can be easily fitted to any WJVintage/ETS produced
locomotives to create a similar effect. I will photograph properly for the
next newsletter.
I would just like to formally thank Michael Yorke for all his hard work and
testing to create these couplings.
The new couplings are available now but selling fast with several hundred
already sold on pre-order. Please contact me with your requirements asap

Ace Trains SR 4-6-0 ‘King Arthur’ Class

E/34-A2W ‘King Arthur’ 453 SR gloss lined sage green, Urie cab &
Drummond tender
Some time ago, a customer ordered a King Arthur from me and was very
keen to get a specific Southern Railways version. At the time I wasn’t
sure whether I could acquire the exact model he wanted as they were so
sought after. For that reason, when offered the chance to pre-order one
of the later batch in the same colour (but with the Drummond tender), I
thought I had better order it as a fall-back option in case the first failed to
materialise.

As luck would have it the customer’s first option duly arrived a couple of
months ago and so I am now able to offer this beautiful ‘just released’
locomotive as a one-off.
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So, if you would like this impressive model, I am offering it on a first
come, first served basis.
It is priced at £725.00 plus P&P
Please get in touch quickly to secure

See us at Shows – it’s not happening for a while yet!

Well, I’m afraid with the recent rise in Covid 19 infections and the latest
government localised ‘tiered’ measures to hopefully bring the second wave of
the virus under control, it looks like any hopes we may have had that shows
might be back before Christmas have probably been scuppered. Indeed, the
government is saying that the latest measures may have to be in place for
six months, taking us well into the new year.
However, I am still open for business, indeed I could do with your support
more than ever at this tricky time financially, so do remember that I can still
take your orders and despatch by post. Ordering and Payment options as
below.

Ordering from WJVintage is still Easy
Online
Please use the WJVintage website as a shop window and then place you
order by using the dropdown menu on each product page to select and
submit the item you wish to purchase. This automatically sends me your
details and I will be in touch to confirm your requirements and take
payment. Alternatively select what you want and then give me a call or email
me. Whichever method you use I will get back to you asap and I can confirm
stock, particularly for highly limited items, and postage options. Please see
below for full contact details.
Credit Card
We have a credit/debit card facility, so you can telephone and place your
order with us by calling 07711 092497 – please have your card to hand
when calling.
Cheque
If you would prefer to pay by cheque, that is no problem either. Just
download the order form from our website and complete your
requirements. Then make a cheque out for the total and post both order
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form and cheque to us at the address shown. Please make cheques
payable to WJVintage.
Email
Alternatively, you can place your order by email and payment can then
be made either by card, PayPal, direct bank transfer or cheque. Please
note our email address is: wjvintage@outlook.com
BACS
A growing number of customers are now choosing to send money direct to
my account by BACS transfer. If you would like to use this method, please
contact me and I will send you my bank account details.

Delivery Situation
Both postal and courier services are currently operating pretty much as
normal with good delivery times to most of the UK.
Some overseas parcels are still subject to some delay and, of course the
situation is subject to change as Covid spikes in some countries may
result in further measures to control the outbreaks.
Please bear this in mind when ordering from overseas and please do be
patient. Touch wood, nothing has been lost at all yet, but there have
been, and will be, delays.
Just to repeat my statement from previous newsletters this is still
relevant:
Staff and Premises
•
•
•

As a one-man-band I am continuing to operate from the WJ Vintage HQ in the
Northamptonshire countryside.
Currently I am fit and well and keen to crack on as usual, whilst exercising all
possible caution according to government guidelines.
I operate from a home office, plus a small, custom-built storeroom/pick and pack
area and I am currently taking extra care to ensure a clean working environment
with surfaces being regularly cleaned and disinfected.

Deliveries
•
•
•

•

I am currently continuing to work with Royal Mail, Parcelforce and other delivery
services to get your parcels to you in good time.
In most cases, delivery drivers will drop off parcels without you having to
physically sign for them.
Public Health England (PHE) has advised that people receiving parcels are at
virtually no risk of contracting the coronavirus. From experience with other
coronaviruses, we know that these types of viruses don’t survive long on objects,
such as letters or parcels.
This works in tandem with my own policy of regular hand washing and use of
sanitiser gel when handling and packing goods.
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All the best

Paul
*********

WJVintage

Tel: 07711 092497
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www.wjvintage.co.uk

