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Welcome to the January edition of the WJVintage newsletter and a 

slightly belated Happy New Year to you all. Sadly, as I write, here 
in the UK we are back into a national ‘lockdown’ as a new Covid 

mutation looks to be spreading quickly. Fortunately, indications 
are that the vaccines are still as effective against the new strains 

so I hope we can all look forward to a much better 2021, once we 
have all had our jabs! 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At times like these we are lucky to have our railways to occupy 

the time during the bleak mid-winter, and hopefully this 
newsletter will bring a little bit of joy to you as well. 

It is certainly packed with some really excellent feature articles 
which I am still so grateful to receive from you. You really are a 

talented lot, and I am in awe of some of the projects you have 
been working on in lockdown. Who’d have thought there could be 

a traditional toy version of an English Electric GT3 in O Gauge? 
Well, there is one now! Who knows of the connection between 

Hunslet and Livius Dante Porta, the Argentinian steam locomotive 

engineer? Well, you will soon! Scroll down to the ‘Customer 
Corner’ feature below for some real treats. 

There are also exciting updates in the ‘What’s New’ section. 2021 

marks the 10th Anniversary of WJVintage and I bring you news of 

a special commemorative model. We have more exciting news to 

bring you very soon, but the Czech Republic is currently also in 
lockdown so things at ETS are moving at a slower pace than we 

would like. Please bear with us a while longer – it will be worth it! 
 

In the meantime stay safe and … 

Keep Enjoying Your Trains! 

WJVintage  

January 2021 Newsletter 
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Lockdown Loco Project 
We start this month with a fantastic lockdown project from Jonathan Ward in 
Leicestershire. I was made aware of this project some time ago, but it was 

shrouded in secrecy for a few months, just to keep me in suspense! Well, I have 
to say, it was well worth the wait and I am sure you will agree that Jonathan has 
a rare talent to produce such a wonderful result. 

Enough from me, I will hand over to Jonathan to describe his incredible and 

quite unique English Electric GT3 4-6-0 Gas Turbine loco. 

When ACE Trains announced their Black 5, I had to have one, and I did. It runs 

beautifully and I am truly happy with it. ACE then also produced some Black 5’s 

as Kits (As they had done with the second series of Castles a few years before). 

This then got the creative juices flowing. What could be done with the kit to 

make something a little different? Perhaps one of the Caproti fitted locos with 

the very high running board, or with some fairly hefty rebuilding a BR Standard 

5. Or, as a true one off, the English Electrics GT3? The idea lay dormant for quite 

some time.  

 

 

Customer Corner 
(aka - Your ‘Lockdown Locos’) 
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Time moved on, and whilst doing some research for another project, I stumbled 

upon Recreation21's website. They have drawn up many interesting models 

using CAD and offer the bodies through Shapeways (A 3D printing firm) in many 

scales. Amongst all the models was the GT3 available in 1/43rd scale. Could this 

body be mated to an ACE Black 5 chassis? One of the kits was procured, the 

body ordered, and work began.  

 

When the body was offered up to the chassis the results were pleasing. Wheel 

size and spacing were exceptionally close. The question was how to join one to 

the other. The 3D printed body was very light. The Black 5 ‘s body provides most 

of the ballast for the locomotive. Without it, the chassis is surprisingly light too. I 

decided that the best approach was to manufacture a steel block wide enough to 

be a snug fit within GT3’s body, shaped, drilled and tapped to accept the chassis’ 

existing fixing holes. A robust bracket was made in similar vein to fit in the floor 

of the cab. The chassis was then stripped of its cylinders and valve gear.  

The bogie truck was removed as the bogie of the prototype was an outside 

framed affair. This has been achieved by making a fake outside frame (complete 

with 3D printed axle boxes as ones of approximate size are not available), and 

bolting it to the existing bogie frame.  

The tender was a little more difficult. In the end I cut, drilled, fretted and taped 

a 2mm thick sheet of brass to which bolted the Black 5’s tender frames. This 

was then glued into the tender’s body. Although this is a compromise (GT3’s 

tender frames are a different shape, although the wheelbase is little different), it 

saved a little work. They could always be replaced with more accurate frames 

should I feel the need.  

The next issue was painting. 3D printing can be undertaken in many different 

mediums. Each produces a different finish, and each can produce a different 

result depending on what is being printed. In the case of the loco body, this has 

been printed in a white Nylon plastic. The finish is a little grainy, but it keeps the 

price to a reasonable level. This makes painting the model a little more involved 
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than if it constructed from plasticard or sheet metal. In the end it received three 

coats of Halfords primer rubbed down with 400 grit sandpaper between coats, 

and three coats of Plastikote gloss rubbed down with 1000 grit sandpaper 

between coats. In an ideal world another flatting, and a seventh coat would have 

produced a near perfect finish, although I’m quite happy with how it came out in 

the end.  

  

Usually, I’d go for Phoenix Precision paints or Halfords for the gloss paint, but on 

this occasion, I chose Plastikote as their gloss paint produces a really good finish 

at the expense of really long drying times (A good six hours before you can 

handle the model, even then with a good chance of leaving finger prints 

behind!). Lawn Green and Coconut Brown appeared to be very close to the 

colours of the prototype, although good colour photographs of the prototype are 

understandably few and far between. The only issue remaining was finding 

transfers. Although GT3 had little in the way of signs or text, they were quite 

distinctive. On the tender was an emblem which looks just like the later BR 

emblem (Ferret and Dartboard) but actually had the English Electric double ‘E’ 

flanked by the company’s proud name. On the cab side were the loco’s 

identifying legend, GT3, and near the front of the loco’s valences were plates 

proclaiming that the engine was the property of the English Electric company. As 

it turned out, Cambridge Custom Transfers produce a full set of transfers for the 

loco including all the lining. I wasn’t actually able to use the lining as the 

transfer set has been designed with a particular kit in mind. The contours around 

the air filters (The green patches in place of smoke deflectors) are subtly 

different on this printed model. In the end a gold pen was used to apply the 

lining.   

Holes were drilled for Class A Express head code, and 2mm LED’s fitted and 

wired up. A three-position switch has been installed in the back of the cab to 

select 2- or 3-Rail operation, or centre-off. Plastic glassing was applied to the 

cab and the windows in the front and rear of the tender for the finishing touch.  
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The prototype spent little time in service, a mere two years most of which were 

spent at Leicester on the former Great Central. It was relatively successful as 

prototypes go, reputedly never failing to complete a turn under its own power 

when sent out. As it was the third Gas Turbine loco to be constructed in the UK, 

it was given the identity of GT3 and differed from its predecessors (The Brown 

Boveri designed 18000 and the Metropolitan Cammell 18100) by having a 

mechanical transmission as appose to having electric transmission. 

Unfortunately, it came at the wrong time. English Electric had already supplied 

BR with many diesel locos with many more to come, and BR had settled on 

double ended diesel electrics as their preferred choice. GT3 being based around 

Steam loco principles of loco and tender with one cab, just didn’t quite fit in. It 

was returned to Newton-le-Willows, and eventually scrapped.  

I think this has been a successful little project to create a good toy train version 

of a long-lost unusual prototype.    

I absolutely agree Jonathan, it has been a hugely successful project and 
thank you so much for sharing it with our readership. You have done a 

really professional looking job and I am sure others will feel inspired. 
 

Austerity PostScript - by John Bennett 
Next, we have a fascinating piece, researched and written by John 

Bennett who is based in Spain. Given the recent O Gauge release of the 
Hunslet 0-6-0 Austerity/LNER J94 Class by WJVintage, this piece is of 

particular interest. I will hand over to John for the full story. 
 

 
Photograph by John Bennett 
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This is a photo of HE 3883, a Hunslet ‘Austerity’ type 0-6-0ST. 485 of them were 
built and 75 of them came to belong to British Railways, where they were grouped 

together as the “Class J94” (they’d been purchased by the LNER after the War). 
Others were bought by the NCB (National Coal Board). The one in the photograph 

never came into BR ownership. She was one of the first to be built, leaving the 
factory in August 1943 with works number HE 2868. She started work as WD 
75019 at the War Department’s depot at Donnington.  

    After an uneventful career in the 1950s, much of it spent at the Proof & 
Experimental Establishment at Shoeburyness, in 1961 she was re-purchased by 

Hunslet, who wanted to try out some new technology. She re-emerged from 
Hunslet’s in January 1963 in ‘as new’ condition and with a new ‘Hunslet’ works 
plate - HE 3883/1962 and was handed over to the BR Research Department 

(Swindon) for some controlled road testing [BTW, these tests were the last time 
a steam locomotive was formally tested by British Railways with a dynamometer 

car]. In September 1963, she was sold to the NCB’s Glasshoughton Colliery, 
adopting an identity as “Coal Products nº 6”. 
    The tests were to confirm the efficiency of various arrangements of the blast 

pipe, chimney, and a gas producer system. Hunslet had bid unsuccessfully for the 
supply of a batch of narrow gauge 2-10-2 tender engines to the RFIRT, the Rio 

Turbio Railway in Patagonia (southern Argentina), in the course of which they had 
learnt about the revolutionary work of Señor Livius Dante Porta, the Argentinian 

steam locomotive engineer. Hunslet might not have won the Argentinian contract 
but now they hoped to use some of Porta’s ideas in a British context, notably in 
fuel economy (using less coal) and in the reduction of smoke emissions. This 

rebuild was the result of a bid to meet stringent restrictions on smoke emissions 
as dictated by the Clean Air Act of 1956. 

    Hunslet even asked Porta to design some of the modifications of 3883 although, 
in the event, it is said not all his recommendations were applied. But, hey, can 
you believe it? The world-famous Argentinian steam locomotive engineer helped 

in the improvement of some British engines and he actually came to England in 
1963… One reads about Porta’s work in S.America, or S.Africa, or even in Cuba; 

and one knows which locomotives he improved in these countries, but not about 
examples of his work here in Britain. 
    When 3883 re-emerged from the factory, the modifications included: 

1.- a mechanical stoker fitted under the floor of the cab and gravity fed from the 
rear coal bunker. 

2.- the Hunslet gas producer system. Not easy to summarise, read the Martyn 
Bane article cited below [Note (d)]. 
3.- the Hunslet firebox incorporating a ‘jet system’, a number of steam jets and 

ports through which secondary air was introduced into the firebox to create a 
forward flow of burning gases over the surface of the fire before they passed 

forward into the boiler tubes. 
4.- the adoption of Chapelon’s Kylpor blastpipe in the smokebox, an arrangement 
of aerodynamically efficient ducts to entrain the maximum volume of smokebox 

gases for a minimum quantity of steam. 
5.- a smokebox tuning device, a variable opening on the smokebox door so that 

the draught could be matched to the type of fuel used. 
6.- although the major alterations were internal, externally the loco was easily 
recognisable by the design of chimney cowl which was adopted when the 

smokebox arrangements were modified (see photo). 
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    I took the photo on Oxford shed (81F) in 1963, presumably in April when HE 
3883 was reported working trials between Oxford (well, Yarnton) and Kingham. 

The carriage behind her, to which she was connected by various tubes and cables, 
was DW 150192 which was lettered ‘Dynamometer Car’ along the sides, and which 

was always known as the ‘Western Dynamometer Car’ (how many other Regions 
of BR used to have their own dynamometer Car???). Several large dials were 
affixed to the back of the engine’s coal bunker, which could be read—even as they 

were going along—through the open, end door of the carriage. DW 150192 had 
started life in 1947 as Third-Class carriage 796, one of 52 of a build of 

Hawksworth-designed 3rd Class main line stock. It is rumoured to have been 
withdrawn after having been damaged in the Milton accident in 1955; it was rebuilt 
and fitted out (as a dynamometer car) entirely at Swindon Works. It was turned 

out in a chocolate & cream livery (what else?), which it was still wearing when I 
saw it, and had made its first run on 5th July 1961. 

 
“The results of the trials of 3883 were not made generally available but the 
advantages of the conversion were quite clear… and were applied to a number of 

NCB 0-6-0T built to Hunslet’s design. Three were converted in 1961, two in 1962, 
three in 1963, and twelve more were converted or built new in 1964/5” 

(Quainton News 29, 1976). My italics. “The tests demonstrated significant 
improvements over a standard locomotive with a steaming rate of 12,000lbs/hour 

being achieved compared with 6,000lbs/hour for an unmodified locomotive. A 
maximum output of 898hp was recorded, a very impressive figure for what was a 
shunting locomotive” (Martyn Bane). Bane calculates that a total of 60 Austerities 

were ultimately modified, the last one being RSH 7136, which emerged from the 
Hunslet factory in 1969, can you believe, when it was given a new Works number 

- HE 3892. The last new-built ones were HE 3889 and 3890 of 1964, “the last two 
steam locomotives built from new in the UK for industrial service” (M.Bane). “It is 
not generally recognised that Hunslet remain the greatest users of Porta 

technology in terms of the number of locomotives modified or fitted from new 
outside of Argentina”. 

    The one in my photograph, object of the dynamometer car tests in 1963, has 
passed into preservation and many of the modifications have been removed, but 
another one, HE 3890, which I think is now at Quainton Road, is said still to carry 

them. 
 

FURTHER READING: 
Start with the first suggestion. The last three are about the dynamometer car not 
the loco. 

a.- type “Hunslet HE 3883” into Google; also “Martyn Bane”. 
b.- Quainton News nº 29 dated Autumn 1976, “The Elimination of Dark Smoke 

and the Improvement of Locomotive Efficiency”, author not given. 
c.- Railway Magazine August 1963 
d.- “Austerity 0-6-0ST type as modified by L.D.Porta & Hunslet”, on the Martyn 

Bayne website 
e.- https://preservedbritishsteamlocomotives.com/J94 

f.- Trains Illustrated 1961, pp 498-9. 
g.- Railway Magazine 1962, pp 460-5. 
h.- The Western Dynamometer Car, by T.D.A.Civil, self-published in 1985. 

 

John, thank you so much for such an interesting and informative article. I  
 

https://preservedbritishsteamlocomotives.com/J94
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had no idea that the Argentines had such an influence on the 
development of steam in the UK – but I do now! 

 
Some Cracking Carette Wagons 
Bob Harwood up in Cumbria saw the new WJVintage Well Wagon in the 

December newsletter and was prompted to send some photos of his 

Carette for Bassett-Lowke original, plus some of his pre-WW1 Carette 
wagons. Its amazing to think that these ‘toys’ are still being run and 

enjoyed after more than 100 years!  
 

 
 

 
 

We also get to see some of the stunning back scenes on Bob’s layout (the 

mountains being painted by his wife Sheila). Note also his namesake, 
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‘Robert’ the Hunslet 0-6-0ST is doing the hauling, plus Bob tells me the 
Dinky scene was from a shop display and was given to him as a freebie - 

lucky boy! 

 
 

Winding in the New Year with Hornby Clockwork 
Paul Gumbrell from Raynes Park has finally taken a short break from 

working on his magnificent new outdoor Green Valley Railway ‘Edroy 
Garden Line’ layout. He is currently (rather sensibly) working indoors on a 

new library study room, but also took time out to have a Hornby 
clockwork running day on January 1st on his indoor layout. 
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It is a layout packed with interest wherever you look and as a backdrop it 

also features Paul’s truly impressive Viaduct which has featured in these 
pages before. I’m sure you will agree that it makes a magnificent and 

very photogenic feature – both below and in the header photo to this 
newsletter. 
 

  
Thank you, Paul for some lovely shots and I hope you enjoyed your day. 
It is lovely to see clockwork being enjoyed. Happy New year to you! 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

More Tinned Sweets 
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Last month I showed you a couple of beautiful tinplate buildings sent to 
me by very kind and thoughtful customers as a Christmas present. Both 

were full of goodies in the form of ‘sweets’ (or ‘candies’ as they are known  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

WJVintage 10th Anniversary 
It hardly seems possible, but October 2021 will see the 10th Anniversary 

of my little enterprise! It has been an amazing 10 years and I have 
enjoyed every minute of it and in some respects, I am staggered that I 

am still here and trading. When I first set up the business, I really had no 
idea whether I could make a success of it or not! Thanks to all of you for 

your support and for making it all possible! 
Now those of you that recall my 5th anniversary will hopefully remember 

that I put on my very own running day close to WJV HQ here in Kings 

Cliffe. I thoroughly enjoyed the day and I think (hope) that everyone that 

attended did too. Now I would love to top this for my 10th with yet 

another extravaganza.  
However, given the current situation, I think I would be crazy to commit 

to any event during the course of this year. So sorry, but I am afraid the 
party is cancelled before it has even started. 

That said I don’t want this momentous occasion to pass without a bit of a 

fanfare and so I have arranged with ETS to produce a special WJVintage 

10th Anniversary Commemorative Edition wagon. 

 
The plan is to produce a very limited-edition Private Owner Wagon in 

WJVintage livery. Now I am no great designer, so I have allowed myself 

to be influenced somewhat by the styles and designs of a brand currently 

What’s New 

in the USA) and cakes but with 
the contents long gone, the tins 

will live on as part of my layout. 
Well, not to be outdone, my 

wife also gave me a lovely 
tinplate gift for Christmas. It is 

a ‘Flying Scotsman’ locomotive 
filled with lovely dairy fudge! 

The loco is rather nice, and I 
reckon with a chimney and a 

dome added would pass quite 

well for the original. So, three 
really nice presents but sadly 

with a not so nice outcome – I 

now need to go on a diet!!       
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owned by my former employers – interestingly a brand that was also 
based in Northamptonshire – I’m sure you’ll see what I mean!  

The visual below is very much a rough mock-up and is certainly subject to 
changes and improvements. However, it will hopefully give you a flavour 

of what to expect. I will keep you up to date with progress in future 
newsletters. 
 

 
How Many and How Much? 
The answer to both questions will depend to some extent on demand. 
That’s why I am announcing these now to give you plenty of time to get 

your pre-orders in. However, as a guesstimate, quantity will almost 
certainly be in the 50 to 100 pieces range and price I would hope will be 

in the £35.00 to £40.00 range. 
 

When? 
Production timings are still to be confirmed with ETS. I would like these as 
soon as possible but certainly in time for the actual 10th Anniversary in 

October 2021. More news as I know it. 
 

If you would like one (or more) of these do please let me know asap as it 
will help enormously with planning the quantity. 

 

Bogie Well Wagon 
Well, whatever your views throughout the debate, the good news is that 
the Brexit deal has finally been done, and trade with Europe will be able 

to continue with zero tariffs! 
It remains to be seen how we will deal with the additional paperwork but 

my guess is that shipping agents will be pitching to take their cut in 
return for administering our shipments from Prague into the UK. So I am 
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guessing we won’t get away completely cost free but it could have been 
worse! 

Even better news is that as a result of this news, I have now confirmed 
the order with ETS for the Bogie Well Wagon which I announced a couple 

of months ago. 

 
I am now working on finalising all the liveries we will produce and I hope 
to be able to confirm these next month. Certainly in contention are the 

following: 
NE (as shown above), GWR Crocodile H, LMS, SR, BR (in the style of the 

Hornby Dublo version and WD. 
Price is expected to remain at £99.00 plus P&P as previously stated 

(excluding load). 
Graham Lock has been working on loads for these and I will confirm these 

as we go forward with development. Boiler, Cable Drum and large packing 
case are currently mocked up. 
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Dan Toys 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Having just established this range in the months before Christmas and 

with excellent feedback received from many customers, I was dismayed 
to see that the cost of these vans and trucks has gone up by between 

40% and 50% as the supplier has now ended the special deal that I was 
able to enjoy last year.  

I fear this has pretty well priced these beyond what I consider good value, 
even though the quality is excellent. My current stock is therefore likely to 

be my last, so if you would like any of these please order now, as once 
they are gone, they are gone, certainly at the prices I am currently 

offering them. 
With more than a passing resemblance to Dinky Supertoys, these modern 

reproduction models give collectors the opportunity to own mint, vintage-
looking toys for well below the cost of an original. Even the Dan Toys 

boxes bear a striking resemblance to the original Dinky mid-1950s blue 
and white striped boxes. 
 

The British Railways Van has been a clear favourite to-date and I do still 
have stock of these. The remaining stock of other schemes available is 

shown below. Please contact me asap to secure any of these.  
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Dan 236 – Guy Flatbed - Orange/Green    Dan 238 – Guy Flatbed – Red/Green 

 

       
Dan 239 – Guy Flatbed – Dark/Pale Green   Dan 241 – Guy Flatbed – Blue/Red 

       
Dan 244 – Guy 4T Lorry – Tan/Red             Dan 245 – Guy 4T Lorry – Red/Tan 

     
Dan 232 - Guy Flatbed & tailboard – Blue/Red          Dan 233 - Guy Flatbed & tailboard – Green/Red  
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Dan 210 Guy Van – Slumberland               Dan 269 – Guy Van – Beefy Oxo                                                  

    
Dan 270 – Guy Van – Brooke Bond Tea   Dan 271 – Guy Van – British Railways 

 

All these Dan Toys models are produced at approx. 1:48th scale (US O 

Gauge) so they are a little under scale for the UK. However, in practice, I 
think they look just great, and they really are produced as a top-quality 

item – just like the originals. 

Dan Toys also produce a really nice model of the Guy Van in the well-
known Lyons Swiss Rolls livery. The original Dinky Supertoys version is 

very sought after indeed and would cost several hundred pounds in mint 
condition. The Dan Toys version, packed in a repro Dinky box, is more 

expensive than the rest of the range at £49.99 but they have sold very 
well and so I have ordered a small batch to hold in stock. These are 

available to ship now. 
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…and from Graham Lock 
Spurred on by the range of Dan Toys, Graham Lock has developed a 
series of loads suited to the flatbed and tailboard trucks. 
 

    
The packing case is available in Pickfords or Carter Patterson livery, whilst 
the cable drum is available in BICC, Callender, Enfield or Liverpool Cables 

schemes. All are priced at £11.00 plus P&P 
Graham’s new range is a series of tanks with mock-ups shown below 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Choose from the following: 
Pool, Shell/BP, Regent, Mobil Oil, Power, Redline, Wakefield Castrol, Esso, 

Pratts, Shell, BP Motor Spirit. 
The tank range is priced at £12.00 each plus P&P.  

 
ETS #185 Beyer Garratt 0-2-6-6-2-0 LMS Maroon  
R/N 4998 
What better way to start the new year than with this highly limited special 

edition of the eye-catching Beyer Garratt by ETS 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

This is a new production run of just four pieces in LMS Maroon and I now 

have just this one piece available. 

Only One  
Piece Left! 
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The specification is as follows: 
Tinplate construction with detailed tampo-printed livery 

3-rail only 
0-16 volts DC operation 

Working front and rear directional lights 
Twin Motors each with the unique ETS clutch drive 

UK droplink couplings 
Overall length 500mm (19.7 inches) 

Operates on minimum 27inch radius track 
Price is £739.00 plus P&P Please get in touch quickly to secure this 

beautiful, and head turning locomotive. 
 

 

Sentinel Steam Railcar by Leeds Model Company (LMC) 
-with a difference 

 
Well, several differences really. It certainly looks like the LMC Sentinel 
Steam Railcar but as far as I can determine, the Leeds versions were all 

numbered 233 and named ‘Nettle. So clearly this has been renamed and 

numbered as 2261 ‘Diligence’, but how? I have looked at it really closely 
and I can’t see for sure how it has been done – it is that good. I can only 

think that the paper sides (this is a wooden model with printed paper 
overlays) have been expertly reproduced, aged and then applied to a 

standard body. If so, it has been done so professionally that you can only 
wonder at the cost to produce this as a one-off! 
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One thing is for sure, it runs beautifully having been fitted with Ace Trains 
bogies, pick-ups and mechanism – far smoother than the original LMC 

drive train! 

  
 
Now there is one man who has all the answers and that is one M. 

Pilsworth (HRCA 5181). His name is clearly shown on the underside of the 
wooden chassis. I wonder if he is still around? Does anyone know (of) 

him? 
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Just to confirm, it is 3-rail only and has a 12-volt, DC motor. 

 
I am sorely tempted to hold onto this lovely piece. However, my senior 

management (Mrs L) thinks otherwise so I am going to offer it at a very 
reasonable £130.00 plus P&P. 

Any takers?  
I did rather rush these photos so if you would like any more details or 

more detailed views, do please let me know and I will do my best to help 

 
As always, don’t delay, it’s first come, first served! 
 
The David Bates Collection 
I introduced the David Bates Collection to you last month and some of his 
locos have already sold. The remaining items are shown below along with 

Youtube links where you can see them in action.  
I have known David for some years now and indeed I featured some of 

his ideas a year or two back in relation to battery powered locos for use 
with radio control. 

David has decided to move on from O gauge. He is instead moving into 
16mm narrow gauge live steam in his garden. As a result, his entire 

collection of O Gauge locos is now up for sale. Over a period of years, 
David has refined the system that he uses, and on offer is the very latest 

in 2.4ghz radio control, expertly adapted for use in coarse scale O gauge 

locomotives. They are ideal for outdoor use but will of course run just as 
happily indoors as well. They really are quite something as I think you will 

agree when you read on. 
 

What’s on offer? 
Well, David has now converted all his locos to battery power, using state 

of the art Lithium Polymer batteries for long run time. He has fitted sound 
and smoke to most of the locos and each is fitted with a receiver, speed 

controller and battery. For operation, you will also receive a transmitter, 
programmable controller, battery charger, as well as full instructions – in 
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fact around £250.00 of radio equipment with each loco. They really are 
‘ready to run’. What’s more, David has produced a video to accompany 

each loco so you can see for yourselves exactly how realistically they 
operate. He explains the features of each loco and the functions available 

Here is the complete list: 

No  Loco Name Make  Smoke  Price  

1 A3 Flying Scotsman (Double Tender) Bassett Lowke  yes £750.00 

2 Britannia 'Oliver Cromwell'  Ace Trains  yes £950.00 

3 A4 Mallard  Seven Mill Models yes £800.00 

4 A4 Bittern (Double Tender) Seven Mill Models yes £999.00 

5 9F Evening Star Ace Trains  Yes £850.00 

All the remaining models are pictured below and underneath each photo 

is a link (or two) to a Youtube video where David explains the features 
and operation of each loco. 
 

A3 Flying Scotsman (Double Tender) Britannia ‘Oliver Cromwell’ 

  
BL 4472 Flying Scotsman Pt1 - YouTube        Ace Trains Britannia - YouTube 
BL 4472 Flying Scotsman Pt2 - YouTube    
 

A4 Mallard          A4 Bittern (Double Tender) 

  
Seven Mill Models A4 Mallard Pt1 - YouTube            Seven Mill Models A4 Bittern - YouTube 
Seven Mill Models A4 Mallard Pt2 - YouTube 
 

9F Evening Star 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eM8yOwqO738
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IY2tdJMH5XY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OryPM0Q8WO8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MB4kMmpZ-eg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qk5FvhKN0H8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nYfX5nVpmpg
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Ace Trains O Gauge 9F Evening Star - YouTube 

Remember, each loco comes complete with the following: 
Transmitter , Programmable Controller, Full Instructions for Use   

        
 

This is a unique and exciting opportunity, particularly if you operate 
outside, or just wish to be free of all the hassle of keeping track joints 

electrically sound and rails clean enough for good conductivity. Everything 
you need is included. All you need to do is charge up, switch on, bind the 

radio and you are away! 
Now, obviously all these items are one-offs so it is very much first come, 

first served. Please get in touch as quickly as possible to secure one of 
these great locos. 

 
See us at Shows – it’s not happening for a while yet! 
Well, I’m afraid with the recent rise in Covid 19 infections and the latest 

government lockdown measures to hopefully bring the virus under control 
again, it looks like late 2021 will be the earliest we will see any shows return 

– if we are lucky!  

However, I am still open for business, indeed I could do with your support 
more than ever at this tricky time financially, so do remember that I can still 

take your orders and despatch by post. Ordering and Payment options as 
shown below towards the end of this newsletter.  

 
 

 
 

 

Don’t forget to like our WJVintage Facebook Page 
It has been a while since I last mentioned the Facebook page but actually it 

has been steadily increasing its number of ‘likes’ and suddenly I find that 
we are just short of 500 followers (484 at last look). This means that it is 

now being regularly seen by nearly as many people as read this newsletter. 
All the latest news is often seen on Facebook before it appears in the 

newsletter as updates can be done instantly rather than monthly. If you 
are a member of Facebook why not look us up? 

 

 

 

Plus, we also now have a ‘Youtube’ Channel! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qu4NGKSCry8
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=371317419566052&ref=br_rs
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I have to confess, after a good start, the channel has been quiet for a 
while. This is entirely down to my lack of technical skills - which my son 

possesses. Unfortunately, he is unable to visit us due to the lockdown rules 
and so we have not been able to film any updates over the past few 

months.  
However, I have now downloaded a video editing package and so I am 

hopeful that between Mrs L and myself we might be able to film something 
and make it look reasonable in the near future. Watch this space for more 

information on our progress. 
 

 

Ordering from WJVintage is still Easy 

Online 
Please use the WJVintage website as a shop window and then place you 

order by using the dropdown menu on each product page to select and 

submit the item you wish to purchase. This automatically sends me your 
details and I will be in touch to confirm your requirements and take 

payment. Alternatively select what you want and then give me a call or email 
me. Whichever method you use I will get back to you asap and I can confirm 

stock, particularly for highly limited items, and postage options. Please see 
below for full contact details. 
 

Credit Card 
We have a credit/debit card facility, so you can telephone and place your 

order with us by calling 07711 092497 – please have your card to hand 
when calling.  
 

Cheque 
If you would prefer to pay by cheque, that is no problem either. Just 

download the order form from our website and complete your 

requirements. Then make a cheque out for the total and post both order 
form and cheque to us at the address shown. Please make cheques 

payable to WJVintage. 
 

Email 
Alternatively, you can place your order by email and payment can then 

be made either by card, PayPal, direct bank transfer or cheque. Please 
note our email address is: wjvintage@outlook.com 

 
BACS 

A growing number of customers are now choosing to send money direct to 
 my account by BACS transfer. If you would like to use this method, please 

contact me and I will send you my bank account details. 
 

 

 
 

 

mailto:wjvintage@outlook.com
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Despite the new Lockdown, both postal and courier services are currently 

operating but are becoming extremely busy as they deal with heavy 
demand coupled with reduced staffing levels in order to keep the 

workforce distanced and safe. This is leading to some delays with certain 
services.  

 
In particular, some overseas parcels are still subject to delay and, of 

course the situation is subject to change as Covid spikes in some 
countries may result in further measures to control the outbreaks. 

 
Please bear this in mind when ordering from overseas and please do be 

patient. Touch wood, nothing has been lost at all yet, but there have 
been, and will be, delays. 

 

Just to repeat my statement from previous newsletters this is still 
relevant: 
 

 Staff and Premises 
• As a one-man-band I am continuing to operate from the WJ Vintage HQ in the 

Northamptonshire countryside. 

• Currently I am fit and well and keen to crack on as usual, whilst exercising all 

possible caution according to government guidelines.  

• I operate from a home office, plus a small, custom-built storeroom/pick and pack 

area and I am currently taking extra care to ensure a clean working environment 

with surfaces being regularly cleaned and disinfected.  
 

Deliveries  
• I am currently continuing to work with Royal Mail, Parcelforce and other delivery 

services to get your parcels to you in good time. 

• In most cases, delivery drivers will drop off parcels without you having to 

physically sign for them. 

• Public Health England (PHE) has advised that people receiving parcels are at 

virtually no risk of contracting the coronavirus. From experience with other 

coronaviruses, we know that these types of viruses don’t survive long on objects, 

such as letters or parcels. 

• This works in tandem with my own policy of regular hand washing and use of 

sanitiser gel when handling and packing goods. 

 
Stay Safe Everyone! 

Paul 

  ********* 
 

 
 
 

 

       WJVintage                    Tel: 07711 092497        www.wjvintage.co.uk 

Delivery Situation 

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=371317419566052&ref=br_rs

