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Welcome to the August edition of the WJVintage newsletter. We 

have now had about a month since most restrictions were lifted in 
the UK. It feels strange, particularly when we still have around 

30,000 cases of Covid every day, to be given such freedom. Other 
countries are in lockdown again with just a handful of cases. I 

guess the coming weeks and months will determine the 
effectiveness of the vaccines! Fingers crossed and let’s hope we 

can enjoy the new freedom as we head towards autumn. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The newsletter has a slightly different emphasis this month as I 
have acquired quite a few nice ‘pre-owned’ items which I wanted 

to present to the newsletter readership ahead of it going on my 
website. These are all items from private collections, and I know 

the former keepers pretty well. 
Do take a look in the ‘What’s New’ feature for full details including 

photos. 
Elsewhere I have also introduced a new feature called ‘What a 

Picture, What a Photograph’. It’s a bit of fun and hopefully 
something you might want to get involved with, if you have any 

interesting photos and stories yourselves. Scroll down to see what 
its all about. 

I have had to cut the ‘Customer Corner’ feature this month, not 

because I don’t have material to include, but simply to save this 
newsletter from becoming way too long. (If it gets too long my 

wife struggles to stay awake whilst proof reading      )  

It will return next month! 
 
 

Please continue to stay safe and … 

Keep Enjoying Your Trains 

WJVintage  

August 2021 Newsletter 
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A Day Trip to Heckington, Lincolnshire 
As a member of the Triumph Sports Six Club, my local Peterborough Area 
group recently organised a day trip to Heckington Windmill, the Station 

Museum and Cranwell Museum of Aviation Heritage. Unfortunately, my 
Triumph Vitesse is currently off the road, so I had to tag along instead in 

my 1967 VW Beetle 1500. After a drive of around 40 miles, we arrived 

Out & About 
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and, although a little out of place, I found myself parked up next to a red 
TR4A and red GT6, so we made a nice trio of red classics! 

 
The Windmill at Heckington is the only surviving, and operating, eight-

bladed windmill in the UK and the conducted tour was really interesting 
and very informative, both from the historical point of view and from the 

‘how-it-works’ to produce flour perspective. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

After a quick lunch we dodged the showers and headed across the road to 

Heckington station where there is a small museum. Although tiny as 

museums go, it is packed with railwayana, charts the history of the 
station and has some rather nice model railway layouts – which I didn’t 

expect but which was a nice surprise. 
All three layouts were representations of the station and surrounding 

area, each with their own style and each in a different scale. 
Naturally I was drawn to the O gauge layout, but I have to say that the N 

Gauge and OO Gauge displays were also very well presented. 
 

 



4 
 

In fact. The OO layout was probably the most impressive, with a scratch 
built ‘Heckington Windmill’ as its centrepiece.  
 

 
 
Most realistic was the N Gauge layout which accurately modelled the 

station and Windmill as they are today. 
 

 
 

The O Gauge layout is 2-rail finescale and does not represent Heckington, 
but more an industrial/harbour scene from the backdrops. It is a work in 

progress – with one of the museum volunteers actively soldering a wagon 

frame as we watched on. It’s very skilful work and must take an age to 
complete even a fairly modest wagon. It appears that funding is also an 
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issue for the O gauge layout as was made perfectly clear by the signage 

above the layout       
 

 
 

 
 

Of course, being a working station managed by the East Midlands 
Railway, with services between Nottingham and Skegness, the other 

gauge of railways on display was full size.  
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Whilst we were there, we were lucky enough to see the rather smart 
Class 170 ‘Turbostar’ DMU (170418) shown above, as it pulled in en route 

to Nottingham. The EMR 170s were transferred from Scotrail and have 
only been in service on the East Midlands routes since last November. It 

really is a very smart livery. 
 

We ended our day with a short drive across to Cranwell Museum of 

Aviation Heritage. Thankfully it was fairly short as the heavens opened en 
route. Driving a 1960s car with what can only be described as ‘sluggish’ 

windscreen wipers on a dual carriageway in such a torrential downpour is 
a test of concentration to say the least! 

The museum itself is again very small but did at least offer a nice cup of 
tea and piece of cake so all was well. There are also some interesting 

interactive exhibits including a flight simulator, but only one full-sized 
aircraft, this being an old Jet Provost. 
 

 
 

All in all, this was a very interesting day and a good test for the cars due 
to the at times horrendous weather – typical British summer!  

If you happen to be passing through Heckington in Lincolnshire, then the 
station museum is certainly worth a brief visit, as is the windmill if you 

have a little more time for a tour. 
 

Another Day on the Suffolk Coast 
A couple of months ago I was lucky enough to be invited over to 
Lowestoft for a running day with Steve Smith. It was a great day so when 

he invited me over again, I was delighted to get a day pass from my good 
lady, and to travel over to the Suffolk coast again. 

Steve has just had one of his A4s repainted by Warren Haywood into BR 
green with running number 6009 ‘Union of South Africa’. He has certainly 

done a fabulous job as can be seen from the header photo for this 
newsletter. Steve’s only reservation is that Warren is so busy it has taken 

months and months to get the job done so you need to have lots of 
patience – worthwhile in the end though! 
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Steve’s collection of A4 locos is certainly growing and looks very 
impressive on display. 
 

 
 
I took along a couple of the new Well Wagons and to respond to a 

question posed ‘what can I use as a load for one?’ we took up the 

challenge to see just what would fit. You’d be surprised! 
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I perhaps should have made the point in my sales blurb that the well in 
the floor of the Well Wagon is just right to accept O gauge wheel sets, so 

virtually everyone has a load ready to go! Of course, Graham Lock also 
supplies a fabulous range of bespoke wooden loads for these as well so 

there is a huge choice. 
 

Steve, and friend Les, usually run an eclectic mix of trains, mainly modern 

traditional issues from the likes of yours truly, Seven Mil Models, Ace 
trains and Darstaed. This day was no exception so here are a few photos 

to enjoy. 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

   
 

   
 

 

Finally, as we all know, a layout is never complete, and Steve is always 
adding to his. In one corner he now has a Kitwood Hill turntable. 
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‘What a Picture, 
What a Photograph!’ 

 

 
This is a laser cut kit which Steve has assembled, and it looks fantastic 

even though it is still work in progress. However, what I really like is the 
mechanism. You don’t see this of course but Steve was insistent that it 

should have a period feel so he has constructed it from Meccano parts 
plus some very clever electronics. I just had to photograph it! 

 

 
 
Thank you, Steve for another excellent day and for allowing me to 

‘borrow’ all those loads for photographs. The fish and chips for lunch was 
as good as ever (it always tastes better close to the coast), and the 

company as always was excellent. 

I look forward to seeing you at a show or two soon! 
 

 
 

 
 

The good thing about producing your own newsletter is that if I find 

something that doesn’t fit a specific feature category, I can simply create 
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a brand-new feature to suit. So here we have, in the words of Tommy 
Steele ‘What a Picture, What a Photograph!’ 

 
I came across this little gem on a Facebook site featuring old images of 
Peterborough, which lies about 15 miles to the east of Kings Cliffe, where 

I am based. The exact date is unknown, but it is either 1958 or 1959. The 
occasion was a Family Open Day to mark the opening of a new goods 

terminal at Peterborough. Star of the show was obviously the magnificent 

Cowans Sheldon Steam Breakdown Crane No.110, which was flexing its 
muscles by hoisting visitors up over the yard in an open, wooden sided 

bucket. Not a hard hat or any form of safety restraint in sight of course – 
Pre- H&S days! 

But there is even more to this photograph. If you look a little more 
carefully, you will also see that 60022 ‘Mallard’ is the A4 joining the 

display and, it is believed that the farthest loco is 71000 ‘Duke of 
Gloucester’. 

Exciting times or foolhardy stunt? Whatever your thoughts, I think we can 
agree it is a wonderful, evocative photo from over 60 years ago! 

Do you have a photo with an interesting story? If you do, why not send it 
in with a short explanation. I’m sure it would be of interest to the wider 

readership. 
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A slight change of emphasis this month as I focus on quite a collection of 
second-hand items that I have on offer. These are offered on a first come, 

first served basis so do get in touch quickly to secure an item. 
 

Bassett-Lowke BL9031/A J39 0-6-0 BR unlined black 
(late crest) – R/N 64757 
This is a smooth and quiet running locomotive produced by ETS for 

Bassett-Lowke but without the familiar clutch system that most ETS locos 
feature. It has seen light running but is in excellent condition otherwise 

and features 2/3-rail operation switch and a smoke generator (untested). 
Box is good although the label is slightly marked, and instructions are 

included. However, sadly it is one of a batch that were supplied with a 

problem to the paint finish on the tenders. On both sides it looks as 
though hairs have been left in the paintwork. I have shown the worst side 

below. That said, this loco is priced accordingly at just £195.00 plus P&P 
so excellent value. 

 
 

  
 

Bassett-Lowke BL9032/B J39 0-6-0 LNER lined black – 
R/N 15801 
This locomotive is identical in specification to the one above but is 
presented in the very smart LNER lined black livery. It has seen light use 

What’s New? 
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only, runs smoothly and is in immaculate condition throughout (including 
the tender which is perfect) Box is good although the label is lifting 

slightly in places and instruction sheet is included. This loco is offered at 
just £285.00 plus P&P 
 

 

 
 

Bassett-Lowke BL99064 Maunsell 2-6-0 ‘N’ Class Mogul 
– BR (late Crest lined gloss black – R/N 31816 
This is one of the final batch of these locomotives produced by Bassett-

Lowke and it is therefore fitted with a very smooth and quiet running 
modified motor/gearbox mechanism. I have tested the loco and can 

testify that it runs beautifully. It has seen some light use but is presented 
in superb condition throughout. It features 2/3-rail operation/isolating 

switch and a smoke unit (untested). The box is in excellent condition, and 
it has its instruction sheet. It is missing the small bag of lamps that were 

originally included. 
Price is just £295.00 pus P&P 
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ACE Trains Q Class 0-6-0 – BR (early crest) unlined 
black, R/N 30548 
This is another beautifully presented loco in a nice satin black finish and 

featuring working lamps. It has seen only very light use and runs very 
well indeed. The box is excellent apart from the label which shows a 

different livery Q Class (SR 533). The instructions are also missing. 
Price is just £220.00 plus P&P 
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ACE Trains Ex-LSWR M7 0-4-2T – British Railways lined 
malachite green, R/N 30328 
From the minimal wear on the spoons, I would say this loco is virtually as 

new. It is 2/3 rail switchable and has an isolating switch in the rear 
bunker. Presented in a lovely, lined gloss malachite green finish, this ETS 

for Ace loco features the renowned ETS clutch system which is known for 
its reliable smooth operation. The box lid is sound but showing signs of 

wear and the end label has the livery and running number inked over (so 
possibly a replacement lid). Instructions are included but no lamps/disks. 

Price is £320.00 plus P&P 
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Ace Trains BR 2-6-4T – BR (early crest) lined satin black, 
R/N 42534 
I have to confess I was sorely tempted to hold onto this loco as it is a 

personal favourite. However, these are much sought after and business 
brain has to rule over heart and emotion I’m afraid, so here it is offered 

for sale. It is used but in excellent condition with just a tiny mark 
(indentation?) on the left side of the tank (circled in the photo below left). 

It is designed for 3-rail operation only and has an isolating switch in the 
bunker. The box is good, and instructions are included but no lamps or 

cloth. 
Such an impressive looking loco, in my opinion! 

Price is £525.00 plus P&P 
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Ace Trains Southern EMU 3-Car set 
Another much sought after earlier Ace release (1997) is this beautiful 3-

car EMU in Southern Railways green livery. The set comprises a 3rd Class 
Motor Coach, full 3rd Class Coach, and a Dummy 3rd Class Motor Coach. 

It is designed for both AC and DC operation with control rods to change 
operation – read the instructions to get it right before use! 

Excellent overall condition and I have test run the full set and can confirm 

it runs well and the lights all work as they should. Box is sound with 
marks from storage and instructions are included. 

Price is £450.00 plus P&P 
 

 
 

Ace SR Bulleid Malachite Green 40cm Coach Set B 
This is one of the early sets with a printing error. Some of the black lining 
was printed in yellow in error. A sticker inside the box states ‘Factory 

Reject, not Ace Quality’. That aside this is a very nice set and comprises 
Brake 3rd 4362, Composite 5746 and Restaurant 1st 7683. The Brake has 

a working light, and all have factory fitted interiors. There are no coach 
name-destination boards. The box is good with only very light scuffing. 

Price £150.00 plus P&P 
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Ace BR Southern Mk1 Corridor Composite 15032 

Originally part of a Set B of BR Mk1 Corridor coaches, this 40cm coach is 

unboxed but in lovely condition and will be very carefully packed for 
posting. It has the nameboard ‘Atlantic Coast Express affixed on each 

side, but these boards can easily be replaced. 
Offered at £70.00 plus P&P 
 

 
 

Ace Trains Set of 3 PO Vans 
This is a very nice set of 3 PO Vans comprising Cadbury’s Chocolates, The 
True-Form Boot Co., and Carr’s Biscuits. Condition of each is very good to 

excellent and they are boxed. 
Price is £90.00 plus P&P 
 

   
 

Darstaed 6-Piece 16T Mineral Wagon Set (above right) 
Excellent quality, if a little heavy with cast metal bodies, this boxed set is 
in fabulous condition. 

Price £220.00 plus P&P 
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Bassett-Lowke Wagons 
 

BL99071 3-Plank Wagon LMS 

Used but good with good box  
£25.00 plus P&P 

 
BL99072 7-Plank Wagon NE 

1 x Used but good with good box  

and moulded Coal Load  

£28.00 plus P&P 

1 x Pre-owned but looks virtually unused  
£28.00 plus P&P 

 
BL99073 7-Plank Wagon LMS 

2 x Used but good with good box  
and moulded Coal Load  

£28.00 plus P&P  
 

BL99043 20 Ton Brake Van LNER 
Later production with the dark satin grey roof 

Roof edges are lightly worn  
(they all are to some degree on these) 

Pre-owned but looks virtually unused. 

Light works but no battery supplied 
£45.00 plus P&P 

 
BL99035 3 x Tank Wagon Set 

Lovely set comprising Shell, National and BP Motor Spirit tank wagons. 
These are all in pre-owned but in virtually unused condition. Box is good 

but the label has some storage wear and one end has the original 
purchase price written on at £180.00! 

A real bargain then at £120.00 plus P&P 
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WJVintage Product News 

The Ivatt GNR/LNERC1 Class 4-4-2 Atlantic Update 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Good news - I am pleased to say the response to the new C1 Atlantic 

remains fantastic and I can report that I am now 66% sold out of my total 
allocation of 75 locos.  

Not so good news – sadly I have had word from ETS that the 
Coronavirus pandemic is now likely to affect the delivery date of the 

Atlantic. I am really sorry, but I think it is now very unlikely we will see 
these before the new year as more than one supplier of materials has had 

problems with staff isolating leading to severe production delays. 

Naturally we will do all we can to minimise any delays but to a large 
extent this is out of our hands. Believe me, this is as frustrating for me as 

it must be for you. I will keep you posted via future newsletters.  
Meanwhile here is a list of stock still remaining 

GNR – 5 pieces 
LNER early saturated – 5 pieces 

LNER later superheated – 11 pieces 
BR – 5 pieces 

Please don’t leave it too long if you are contemplating one of these lovely 
locos – get your pre-order in now to secure (no deposit required). 

All Atlantics are £695.00 plus P&P 
 

Well Wagons Update 
I have just received the final batch of Well Wagons and I will be wading 

through the orders as soon as I have finished this newsletter. Note if you 
are waiting for other items (Tar Wagons, WJV anniversary wagon etc) I 

may hold your order until everything is ready to ship together. If you 
would prefer a part shipment, just drop me a line or give me a call and I 

will gladly sort this out for you. Pictured are the LMS and SR versions 
which have just arrived 
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All Well Wagons are priced at £99.00 plus P&P 
Available liveries – LNER, GWR, LMS, SR, BR, WD 

Full range of loads are also available – See July 2021 newsletter for full 
details. 

 

Rectangular (Tar) Tank Wagon Update 
A very small quantity of Smith & Forrest and Yorks & Lincs Tar has now 

arrived, and I will distribute these as best I can in order of receipt of 
order. The next batch will be here very soon so that will help enormously 

to get orders fulfilled. 
I have to say I think they look superb, I am really pleased with what I 

have seen so far. 
All Tar Wagons are priced at £48.00 each plus @&P 

Available liveries Smith & Forrest, Shell/BP, GWR – all other liveries are 

now SOLD OUT 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Mineral Wagons Update 
The latest news is that the bodies are being painted and the artworks 
have been approved. Hopefully we should see some fast progress from 

this point forward. Fingers crossed! 

       
Prices for these mineral wagons will be £39.95 each for a single wagon 
and £150.00 for a set of 4 wagons, both plus P&P. 

Coal loads will also be available, but pricing is still to be confirmed – 
should be around £5.00 each plus P&P. 
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WJVintage 10th Anniversary Commemorative PO 7-Plank 

Wagon 
As I am sure you are all now aware, I will have been in business for 10 

years this coming October. I would have liked to have had a big party but 
unfortunately, the pandemic made this too risky so instead I am 

producing this limited edition 7-plank PO wagon in WJVintage livery. 

 

 
 

 
 

      SOLD OUT 
 

 
 

 
Thank you all for your support and orders for these – they are now SOLD 

OUT but ETS have promised to try to produce a few more so any further 
enquiries are being added to a waiting list and if they can send me some 

extras then I will release them to those on the list. 
Delivery is promised for September and the price will be £39.99 each 

plus P&P.  

 
 

See us at Shows  
I am pleased to report that some major shows have restarted during August 

and more local HRCA meeting dates are now being added. Sadly, I cannot 
make the September TCS Show but I will be at the Barry Potter Sandown 

event on Saturday September 18th. Of course, this could all change if 

infections, hospitalisations and deaths start to rise at an alarming rate, but 
for the moment we are riding it out in the hope of herd immunity given we 

have such a large proportion of the population fully vaccinated. 
More news as things progress, over the coming weeks and months. 

 
Subject to confirmation, below are our forthcoming shows: 

 
Monday September 6th – HRCA Cotswolds Group 

Rye Hill Golf Club, Milcombe, Banbury, OX15 4RU 
3:00pm to 8pm - £6.00 entry but no hot food, bar facilities available 

 
Saturday September 18th – Sandown Park (Barry Potter Fairs) 

Sandown Exhibition Centre, Sandown Park Racecourse, Portsmouth Road, 
Esher, Surrey, KT10 9AJ - 10:30am to 3:00pm 

 

Tuesday Sept 28th – HRCA Cambridge Group 
Fulbourn Village Library, The Swifts, Haggis Gap, Fulbourn CB21 5HD 

5:30pm to 9:00pm 
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Saturday November 6th – TCS Autumn Show Trinity Methodist Church 
Hall, Narborough Road, Leicester, LE3 2RD – 10:00am to 4:00pm 

 
Saturday November 13th – Sandown Park (Barry Potter Fairs) 

Sandown Exhibition Centre, Sandown Park Racecourse, Portsmouth Road, 
Esher, Surrey, KT10 9AJ - 10:30am to 3:00pm 

 
 

 
 
 

 

Don’t forget to like our WJVintage Facebook Page 
With over 500 Facebook ‘likes’, the WJVintage page is almost as popular as 
this newsletter! That said, many subscribers on Facebook are associates, 

friends and family with a passing interest in what I get up to – so not my 

key target audience.       However, it keeps growing and all the latest news 

is often seen on Facebook before it appears in the newsletter as updates 

can be done instantly rather than monthly. If you are a member of 
Facebook, why not look us up and give us a ‘like’? 

 

 

 

Plus, we also now have a ‘Youtube’ Channel! 
I have to confess, after a good start, the channel has been quiet for a while 

but I am pleased to say that a new video of the Atlantic running has now 
been posted.  

I am hoping that this will be the first of many and that the videos will be 
able to recommence on a more regular basis over the coming weeks as 

Covid restrictions ease. I am working with my son to produce and post 
another video update over the coming weeks - I’ll keep you posted. 

 

Ordering from WJVintage is Easy 

Online 

Please use the WJVintage website as a shop window and then place your 

order by using the dropdown menu on each product page to select and 
submit the item you wish to purchase. This automatically sends me your 

details and I will be in touch to confirm your requirements and take 
payment. Alternatively select what you want and then give me a call or email 

me. Whichever method you use I will get back to you asap and I can confirm 
stock, particularly for highly limited items, and postage options. Please see 

below for full contact details. 
 

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=371317419566052&ref=br_rs
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Credit Card 
We have a credit/debit card facility, so you can telephone and place your 

order with us by calling 07711 092497 – please have your card to hand 
when calling.  
 

Cheque 
If you would prefer to pay by cheque, that is no problem either. Just 

download the order form from our website and complete your 
requirements. Then make a cheque out for the total and post both order 

form and cheque to us at the address shown. Please make cheques 
payable to WJVintage. 

 
Email 

Alternatively, you can place your order by email and payment can then 
be made either by card, PayPal, direct bank transfer or cheque. Please 

note our email address is: wjvintage@outlook.com 

 
BACS 

A growing number of customers are now choosing to send money direct to 
 my account by BACS transfer. If you would like to use this method, please 

contact me and I will send you my bank account details. 
 
 

Stay Safe Everyone! 

Paul 

  ********* 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

       WJVintage                    Tel: 07711 092497        www.wjvintage.co.uk 
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