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Summer is here and as our thoughts turn to holidays and
relaxation, the general assumption is that it is a quiet period for
Model Railways. Not so in my case I have to say. I have had a
really busy month with trips to a couple of wonderful events in
Hampshire and Berkshire, plus a brief spell in hospital for a minor
operation on my nose. I am pleased to report this appears to have
been a complete success and I am now fully recovered and
breathing freely again!
I really enjoyed my trips to Alresford (home of the Watercress Line shown
in the header photo) for the 25th Festival of Toy Trains and to Mortimer
for a day of ‘Modern Manufacture’ Trains organised by Howard StarrKeddle to celebrate his 70th birthday. Reports will be found in the ‘Out
and About’ section below.
There isn’t so much to report on the ‘What’s New’ front this month but I
have given some further updates on products that are coming through. In
particular, the 14XX programme. I do thank you for your patience waiting
for the sets and single coaches in particular. The Autocoaches are all
brilliantly hand-lined and look fantastic, but it is a slow process and it is
taking time to get these produced, packed and shipped.
Of course, just because there is a slight lull in new products at the
moment doesn’t mean that there aren’t things to look forward to just
beyond the horizon. I have been working on several new items over the
spring and summer and I hope to bring you news of these in the
newsletter over the next few months. Watch this space!
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Out and About

Alresford Festival of Toy Trains – 17th June

Last year was my first time at this show and I enjoyed it so much that I
decided to return for this the 25th annual Festival of Toy Trains. Once
again it was a superbly organised event with some really wonderful O
Gauge displays, including live steam.
The event takes place at Perins Community School Alresford and is spread
out across the Assembly Hall and Sports Hall, plus there are outside
traders and BBQ and Real Ale stalls. It is billed as the biggest event of its
kind in the south of England and with over 80 trade stalls plus at least 20
layouts I can well believe it.
It certainly lived up to expectations once again, and fully justified me
travelling down on Friday for an evening set up and overnight at a local
hotel.I was busy all day and sales were good. If I do have a criticism it
can only be a British classic – the weather was too good!! Yes, it was a
blazing hot day and far too nice to be stuck in a stuffy hall selling model
trains 😊
Being on my own it wasn’t too easy to get around to photograph the
layouts but I did manage a quick sortie around the sports hall which is
where all the O Gauge layouts were.
The largest was the Hornby layout provided by members of the HRCA
Mortimer group who were running a mixture of vintage Hornby and
modern Ace, Darstaed, Seven Mill Models and even WJVintage trains.

The Mortimer HRCA Group’s large Hornby O Gauge layout
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There was also a very nice French Hornby layout, a Hornby clockwork
exhibit, a great display of Japanese O Gauge and of course the everpopular working live steam demonstrations – to name but a few.
Here are some photos to give a flavour:

French Hornby O Gauge

The Mountbatten School Hornby Clockwork O Gauge layout

Japanese O Gauge
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Live Steam O Gauge – I think I should have asked him to say ‘cheese’ 😊

Modern Issue O Gauge Running Day – Mortimer, 9th July
I was delighted to be invited to this running day, not just because the
theme was ‘Modern Issue O Gauge’ but also because it was arranged by
Howard Starr-Keddle for his 70th birthday and I was honoured to be part
of his celebratory day.

What a lovely idea to celebrate a birthday. Howard invited a whole bunch
of friends along to play trains with a modern twist. This was actually my
first visit to Mortimer and I am glad I broke the journey with an overnight
stopover following a wedding on the Saturday as it is quite a drive from
Kings Cliffe. Sunday dawned as another beautiful sunny summer day and
I arrived in good time to set up.
There was a lovely atmosphere throughout and the OO and two O Gauge
layouts were busy throughout the entire day.
Early on I was pleased to see a 14XX plus Autocoach getting a good run
and I have to say it looks stunning as a set and runs beautifully too!
Throughout the day there was a wide variety of locos and rolling stock on
4

show and running. Lots of Ace Trains, Corgi Bassett-Lowke, Seven Mill
Models, Darstaed and Merkur (J98 and Terrier-ish!!). I’m sure I have
missed plenty so apologies!
Half way through the afternoon Howard was presented with a card and a
birthday cake and so we all ended up doing what we always do at train
events – we ate cake!

Howard Starr-Keddle is presented with his birthday cake

One of the things that struck me about the O Gauge layout, quite aside
from the trains, what a wonderful choice of accessories we have had to
choose from in recent years. On display was the City Builder Church, Ace
Station Canopies, Ace Signal Gantries, Darstaed Engine Sheds, plus an
array of 1:43rd scale diecast vehicles from the likes of Corgi, Oxford
Diecast and Atlas Editions

Some great accessories on display

Up on the stage there was a very nice Continental layout with items by AS
(France), Buco, ETS, Hehr, Lehnhardt and Merkur to name a few. Also the
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very good MTH reproduction of a Marklin station. There was also a very
nice collection there of modern tinplate fairground attractions, most of
which had nice clockwork wind-up working features, and not forgetting
the ETS tram system in the middle of the layout.

Continental O Gauge including Tramway

Tinplate Fairground Attractions featured on the Continental layout

Customer Corner
Something a little different this month, but very interesting all the same.
Probably most of you will be familiar with the ‘Golden Arrow’ service, or
‘Fleche d’Or’ as it is in French. The Golden Arrow was the Southern
Railways (later BR) luxury passenger boat train that ran from London
Victoria to Dover, then across the channel by ferry to Calais, to be met by
the SNCF ‘Fleche d’Or’ which carried on the journey to Paris.
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As a youngster, Patrick Kington was an avid train spotter and his
imagination was particularly captured by the ‘Golden Arrow’. He would
stand at the entrance to Platform 8 at Victoria Station to catch a glimpse
of a fabulous Lord Nelson with a rake of beautiful Pullman coaches.
Such was his enthusiasm that his father decided he would cut Patrick a
plywood copy of the ‘Golden Arrow’ platform sign, on the understanding
that he (Patrick) would paint it. He did just that and he has kept that sign
to this day. At last month’s Northend HRCA meeting Patrick proudly
displayed his replica sign for all of us to enjoy.

Obviously, it is not full size as you will
appreciate from the photograph of the real
sign (left). However, what a magnificent job
he has made of this and what a wonderful
memento to keep – as a reminder not only
of his youthful endeavours but also of his
dad who must have taken considerable time
and care to cut out the sign so accurately.
The quality of the painting is first class and
I have to say that when I first saw it I
thought it was an original advertising sign.
Well done Patrick and thank you so much
for sharing this with us all.
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What’s New?

A4 Pacific 4-6-2

This magnificent new model has been disappearing fast over the past few
weeks and we are now virtually out of stock of BR Green lined schemes
and others are extremely low (Just 2 LNER Green left) – see below for
details.
Featuring twin-motors and twin-clutch mechanism by ETS, coupled to an
all-new and exquisitely detailed cast body by DJH, this magnificent new
release is 2/3 rail switchable and is a smooth and powerful runner as you
would expect from Seven Mill Models.
Only 66 models have been produced across four liveries and they are
extremely competitively priced at £750.00 plus P&P
LNER Garter Blue
(without Valances)

Dominion of New Zealand
Dominion of Canada
Commonwealth of Australia
Dwight D Eisenhower

LNER Lined Apple Green
(with Valances)
Silver Link (1 only)
Kestrel (1 only)

BR Express Blue lined
(without Valances)

Sir Nigel Gresley (double chimney)
Dominion of Canada (1 only)

➢
➢
➢
➢

2/3/Rail switchable
Powerful twin motors
Super smooth clutch drive
Cab detail with driver’s and
fireman’s seat

➢
➢
➢
➢
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Highly accurate, detailed
body
Real coal in tender
Body colour Handrails
Screw type front coupling

With such limited availability of liveries and names please contact me to
check availability before you confirm your order. If possible please let me
have a 2nd choice as well.
Email: wjvintage@outlook.com or Tel: 07711092497

48xx/14xx Update
All the single locomotives are currently available although stocks of some
are now low.

Product Number WJV01062
GWR plain green 1420
ONLY ONE LEFT

Product Number WJV01063
BR green lined (late crest) 1450
IN STOCK

Product Number WJV01064
BR black lined (early crest) 1470
IN STOCK

ALL IN STOCK
£375.00 each
Plus P&P

Product Number WJV01066
Great Western plain green 4825
IN STOCK

Product Number WJV01065
GWR plain black 4807
IN STOCK

48xx/14xx plus Autocoach Sets Update

WJV01071, a set comprising 1420 in ‘GWR’ lettered plain Green
livery plus ‘Great Western’ lettered 40cm autocoach 178 in
Chocolate and Cream is sold out
WJV01075, a set comprising 4825 in ‘Great Western’ pre-war plain green
with ‘GWR’ lettered 40cm Autocoach 163 in Chocolate and Cream is
down to just 2 sets left
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ONLY 2 LEFT
£560.00
Plus P&P

WJV01071, a set comprising 1450 in BR lined Green livery plus BR 40cm
autocoach W184W in Maroon is currently in production and is due in the
next few weeks.
Don’t hesitate to get in touch and secure yours before it is too late.
All sets are priced at £560.00 each plus P&P
Product Number WJV01071
GWR plain green 1420 plus Great Western
Choc/Cream autocoach 178
SOLD OUT

Product Number WJV01073
BR black lined (early crest) 1470 plus BR
Carmine/Cream autocoach W169
COMING SOON – PRE-ORDER NOW

Product Number WJV01072
BR green lined (late crest) 1450 plus BR
Maroon autocoach W184W
IN PRODUCTION – PRE-ORDER NOW

Product Number WJV01075
Great Western plain green 4825 plus GWR
Choc/Cream autocoach 163
IN STOCK – 2 SETS AVAILABLE

Single Autocoaches Update

All single Autocoaches are priced at £195.00 each plus P&P. For all
Autocoaches ordered in pairs I will do my best to send different running
numbers
WJV01070 single BR 40cm autocoach W187W in Maroon will be next on
the production line

Product Number WJV01067
Great Western Choc/Cream autocoach 174
BALANCE DUE W/C 17/07/17

Product Number WJV01069
BR Carmine/Cream autocoach W167
COMING SOON

Product Number WJV01070
BR maroon autocoach W187W
IN PRODUCTION

Product Number WJV01068
GWR Choc/Cream autocoach 167
COMING SOON
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The Autocoaches all have interiors and interior lighting (with On/Off
switch). The lighting requires 2 x AAA batteries (not supplied) and comes
with fitting instructions. Figures (not supplied) are easily fitted for added
realism by following the instructions for roof removal.
ETS 2-8-0 Austerity – LNER unlined black
The first production batch of these is due any time but I am not sure
whether these will be 2-rail or 3-rail at the moment. I will contact preorder customers as quickly as possible with an update.
The artwork is done as per this mock up:

The red shadow will be added to the cab number but otherwise it is ready
to go. Prices are expected to be in the region of £650.00 for 2-rail and
£675.00 for 3-rail. I do still have 1 x 2-rail and 1 x 3-rail available to sell.
There are currently no further parts available to make more so once these
are gone that will be it! Get in touch quickly to secure one of the
remaining two I have available.
All Change please!
Well Wagons from Darstaed
A month really is an awfully long time in O Gauge Railways!
Last month you will recall I announced that the much-anticipated Well
Wagons from Darstaed were to be produced in ABS plastic for the 3-rail
market.
As a result, the vast majority of customers cancelled their orders.
This month it is all change again.
I have spoken to Andries Grabowsky of Darstaed and he has now decided
that, after the 2-rail production in ABS, he will produce a batch of Well
Wagons in zinc specifically for the 3-rail market after all.
So, I will now reinstate the original orders – but you might just want to
confirm them with me – and I will now take new orders for these. Please
let me know as quickly as possible.
The price will remain at £59.00 each for 3-rail in zinc, (£69.00 each for
2-rail, finescale in ABS with Slaters wheels). Once again here is the full
list:
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‘As New’ O Gauge Train Collection
This collection has been disappearing quite quickly.
Below is a list of the items currently still available. I have adjusted the
prices of one or two items to help move them (see below in red). If any
of these are of interest please let me know and I will reserve it/them for
you and can send photos for approval, if required. Obviously, these items
are offered on a first come, first served basis.

Product No.
Ace AC/2
Ace C24
Ace E10/T
Ace E21
Bachmann
BL99060
BL99064
Darstaed
Darstaed

description
Water Tower
6 Wheel LMS coach set (x3 per set)
SR 4-4-0 Schools 1885 Roedean (Navy Blue)
GWR 0-6-0 Pannier Satin Black
Brassworks A3 4-6-2 Flying Scotsman
SR 3-Plank Wagon
BR 2-6-0 N Class Mogul (revised quiet Mech)
BR (EX-LMS) P1 Corridor Coach Set A
BR (Ex-LMS) P2 Corridor Coach Set A
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Price
qty each £
1
150.00
2
165.00
1
595.00
1
295.00
1
600.00
1
22.00
1
550.00
2
200.00
2
200.00

ETS #184
ETS #184
Peco SL E697

A1 0-6-0 Terrier Southern Black 636
A1X 0-6-0 Terrier BR late crest
Y turnout (new in box)

1
1
1

275.00
275.00
38.00

Note - All prices are plus P&P

Website Woes
Thanks to those of you who have been in touch about my website.
I have a problem/conundrum.
All the photos have been taken down as ‘Photobucket’ (the photo host
site) has decided it wants to charge for ‘3 rd Party Hosting’. I currently
store the photos on their site and then create a link from my website so
the photos you see are from the ‘Photobucket’ host site.
Now I actually don’t mind paying a fee at all. However, it is $400.00 per
year and I was actually contemplating a complete revamp of my website
anyway. So, do I want to pay for a year and defer the new website or
shall I accelerate the new website and leave the old one looking a mess
for a month or so?
Give me a day or two to think about it!
In the meantime, I’m sorry but the website is without most of its photos.

WJVintage is on Facebook
Remember news breaks first on our facebook page so if you want to be
amongst the first to see what’s new, join up and ‘like’ the WJVintage
page. We now have moved up to 298 ‘likes’ that follow us so why not join
them? We will get to the elusive 300 milestone soon!

Northants and Rutland O Gauge Group is now also on
Facebook
I have also set up a Facebook page for the NAROGG meetings so if you
are a Facebook user and you would like to see in more detail what we get
up to at this fabulous new event, then please look us up and ‘like’ our
page. The next meeting is coming up on Monday August 28th which is
the Bank Holiday Monday. We hope you will be able to get along.

See us at Shows
If it’s convenient and you’d like to save the postage why not come and see
us at one of the regular shows we attend in the Midlands and East of England
and you can buy on the day.
We always like to meet our customers face to face – it makes a pleasant
change from the virtual world we seem to live in these days!
Below are our forthcoming shows:
Saturday July 15th – TCS Summer Show, Milton Keynes
Stantonbury Arts & Leisure, Stantonbury, Milton Keynes, MK14 6BN
10:30am to 5:00pm
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Tuesday July 25th – Fulbourn, Cambridge Area HRCA Meeting
Fulbourn Village Library, The Swifts, Haggis Gap, Fulbourn, Cambs CB21
5HD – 6:30pm to 9:00pm (‘OO’ and ‘O’ Gauge layouts)
Tuesday August 1st - HRCA Merseyside Area Meeting
Preston Brook Village Hall, Preston Brook, Cheshire WA7 3AW - 4.00pm to
9.00pm
Monday August 7th - Cotswolds Area HRCA Meeting, Northend,
Warks
Burton Dassett Village Hall, Top Street, Northend, Southam,
Warwickshire, CV47 2TN – 3:30pm to 8:30pm

Ordering from WJVintage is Easy

Online
We no longer operate the online ordering system as calculating the postage
for multiple purchases and overseas shipments was proving too complex. So
please use the website as a shop window and then place you order either by
calling or emailing me. This has the added advantage that I can confirm
stock, particularly for highly limited items. Please see below for full contact
details.
Credit Card
We have a credit/debit card facility so you can telephone and place your
order with us by calling 07711 092497 – please have your card to hand
when calling.
Cheque
If you would prefer to pay by cheque, that is no problem either. Just
download the order form from our website and complete your
requirements. Then make a
cheque out for the total and post both order form and cheque to us at
the address shown. Please make cheques payable to WJVintage.
Email
Alternatively, you can place your order by email and payment can then
be made either by card, PayPal or cheque. Please note our new email
address is: wjvintage@outlook.com
Shows
We also take the credit/debit card machine to all our shows.

That’s all for now!
All the best

Paul
*********

WJVintage

Tel: 07711 092497
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www.wjvintage.co.uk

