WJVintage
Oct 2017 Newsletter

Welcome to the October edition of the WJVintage newsletter. As
some of you may guess from the photo above, this month I have
just returned from a few days meeting with ETS in Prague (the
photo is of Prague’s main railway station). There is a more detailed
report in the ‘Out and About’ section of the newsletter.
The past month has been another hugely busy time for me, with some
excellent events and running nights visited. I have also reported on some
of these in the ‘Out and About’ section so there is certainly plenty to
read about there.
I have been so busy of late that I almost forgot that October is also the
anniversary of my little business! Yes, it hardly seems possible but
WJVintage has now been trading for exactly six years! Back in October
2011, I nervously invested in a significant (to me) quantity of ETS wagons
that I hoped might have an appeal in the UK market. Thankfully I was
right and the rest, as they say, is history. One of the most popular of
those early ETS wagons was the 6-wheel tanker and so this year to mark
the occasion, I am announcing two, brand new 6-wheel milk tank wagons,
both as extremely limited and exclusive releases. Please, take a look at
the ‘What’s New’ section below for more details.
There is also a ‘teaser’ for a brand-new locomotive that will be announced
at the end of this month. I will show/run it for the first time at the next
NAROGG event at Harringworth on October 30th. Full details are in the
‘See us at Shows’ listings at the end of the newsletter. It will also be on
show at Northend, Preston Brook and Sandown in the first half of
November so hopefully many of you will get to see it at one of these. If
not then check my facebook page or, if all else fails, you will have to
wait for the November newsletter!

Finally, I would just like to thank you all for your continued support over
the past six years. I couldn’t do it without you and I have enjoyed every
minute. I hope I can continue to serve you for many years to come!
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Out and About

NAROGG – Harringworth, 30th Sept 2017

What a wonderful day we had! Our first all-day event was a great success
with a very good turnout and I hope everyone enjoyed it as much as I did.
Even the weather was on our side and gave people a great opportunity to
take a stroll and view the Harringworth Viaduct – and thanks to Paul
Gumbrell for the fantastic panoramic shot below, taken on the day.

We had set up our normal 3-circuit large layout, plus Dave Peasant and
his father, Pete, provided a superb ‘guest’ layout complete with some
fantastic scenery and including a wonderful collection of my personal
favourite, Triang Minic vehicles. We were really pleased to welcome a
contingent of six members of the ‘Tappers’ group who I collected from
nearby Corby Station and they were joined by a large gathering of
enthusiasts - close to 50 in total, which was very nearly the comfortable
capacity for Harringworth Village Hall.
Fortunately, the weather was beautiful for most of the day and one or two
did take the opportunity to take a stroll around the viaduct which crosses
the Welland Valley. On a lovely day like this it really is a beautiful ‘picture
postcard’ scene.
Back inside the hall and Kathy, Angela and Mary were kept busy all day
serving refreshments and, in particular, the excellent ‘meal deal’ lunch
which was extremely popular!
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But what this day was really all about was ‘playing trains’ and we were
keen to keep it as relaxed as possible so no themes or eras – just
‘anything goes’. What we ended up with was, as Richard put it so well;
‘The best of the old and the best of the new’. It really was an eclectic mix
of everything and they say a picture paints a thousand words so here
goes:
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Thank you to everyone that came along and made this such a great day.
It was hard work but both Richard and I (and the girls) really enjoyed it
and we are already planning a similar event for next year. We may look
for a slightly larger hall so that we can accommodate more visitors
comfortably, and also invite one or two additional traders along as well.
We are already reviewing the options locally and we hope to announce a
date and venue fairly soon. Watch this space!

Vintage Model Railway Exhibition (North West) – St
Joseph’s Hall, Leigh, 23rd Sept 2017
This show has always been known as ‘Bassett-Lowke Northern’ but recent
disappointing attendances forced a re-think and a change of name to try
to broaden the appeal.

I can’t lie and say the change worked instantly, it didn’t completely.
However, there were positive signs of things moving in the right direction
and all in all I still really enjoy this very friendly show. I hope it builds
from here and starts to attract the support it deserves.
First of all, the attendance was up on the previous show – not a lot but it
was noticeable. Secondly the traders continue to support the event and it
was nice to see some familiar (trader) faces return after being absent for
the past couple of shows.

6

Thirdly, the quality of trains both running and on the trader tables is
always staggeringly good. In particular, there were some fantastic largescale locos for sale – if only I had the space and the money! I do keep
promising myself a gauge 1 loco at some point, but I think that will have
to be my limit, beautiful though the (even) larger scales are.

On the O Gauge front George Johnson had his tinplate 3-rail ‘anything
goes’ layout in the secondary hall, whilst the Bassett-Lowke Society
layout had its normal spot in the main hall. Both were busy all day and,
as always at Leigh, I spotted some very nice locos during the course of
the day. Top of the tree for me was a superb 1920s Bing for Gamages,
Midland Railway 4-2-2 single wheeler. This one had been converted from
clockwork to electric and really captured the feel of those wonderful
Victorian single wheelers.
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Also worthy of note, was a beautiful Bassett-Lowke post-war electric, 3rail, BR Green 4-6-0 Royal Scot, 46100 which looked quite superb with a
rake of maroon coaches.

For the OO enthusiasts there were also a couple of layouts including a
really nice Hornby Dublo display. Finally, it was great to see some more
diverse exhibits – in particular there was a fabulous display of Bayco
model buildings, together with some nice diecast models. It all adds to
the interest of the show.

I’m pleased to say that I have already booked in for the next North West
Vintage Train Show on Saturday 24th March, 2018. I hope the organisers
continue to work on the publicity, and that the magazines all print the
correct address details (they didn’t all get it right for this show!). Many of
the events I attend are enjoying increased visitor numbers and Leigh
deserves to be up there with them. I am certainly looking forward to the
next show!
Why not make a diary note of the date now and try to get along. You’ll be
very welcome and you won’t be disappointed
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HRCA Cotswolds Group - Northend 2nd Oct 2017

With an imposed limit on the space available for traders, plus the Village
Hall due to close at the end of the year to be demolished and a new one
built, this was potentially the last time I would make the trip to Northend

Richard Taylor had delivered the bad news the previous month that the
village hall would be closing and our group would be homeless. So, the
challenge was twofold; 1) to find a new venue for the group and 2) for
someone else to pick up the baton and run it (Richard and Sue feeling this
was as good a time as any to hand over the reins after many years in the
role).
However, as it turned out this was actually to be a very uplifting meeting
indeed. A new venue has been found already and a new ‘organiser’ has
also come forward. So, from next year we will meet at Rye Hill Golf Club,
Milcombe near Banbury, offering more space, easy access and catering.
The cost will be a little more as the catering is done commercially but it
was unanimously agreed that the benefits justify this.

This group regularly attracts well over 40 members per meeting and if
anything, is increasing in popularity. It could not be allowed to die!
I must apologise – I forgot to note the name of the new ‘organiser’. I’ll
sort it for the next newsletter.
Back to this meeting and the theme this month was BR. I was extremely
pleased to arrive to see a Seven Mill Models Ivatt Class 2 (‘Mickey Mouse’)
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and a Terrier, both supplied by yours truly and both in BR liveries – the
‘Mickey Mouse’ being in the now sold out BR Green used in western areas.
That is something I could never have imagined seeing 6 years ago as I
was starting out.

Later in the evening one of my lined BR1450 0-4-2 tanks also got an
outing with its maroon Autocoach and Len Mills was running a 2nd preproduction sample of the new Warship Diesel which looked impressive.
However, my favourite of the night was a lovely Bassett-Lowke A3 Flying
Scotsman complete with a rake of six blood and custard coaches. It ran
beautifully and looked a picture!
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This was another hugely enjoyable Northend meeting with an attendance
in excess of 45 enthusiasts. I am so glad that the future for the group
now looks assured and I am looking forward to our new venue in 2018.
Why not look it up and give it a try?

Trip to ETS Prague 4th to 6th Oct 2017
I try to arrange a trip to ETS every 6 months. I feel we achieve almost as
much in 1½ days of face to face meetings than in the previous 6 months
by email and skype. Of course, it is also a fact that Zuzana and Jiri always
make us feel very welcome and look after us very well to-boot!

As usual Colin from Raylo accompanied me. Just to clarify - whilst we
operate completely independently of one another, you will be aware that
Colin and I have collaborated on several projects in recent years. From
my perspective as a small, sole operator, this has worked quite well in so
much as it reduces my financial ‘exposure’ by splitting the costs and risk
50:50. Our next loco and wagon projects will be on the same basis – I will
sell my stock and Colin will sell his. We do not sell for one another.
One of the main reasons for this visit was to see for the first time the new
locomotive project we have been working on for some time now. There
are two prototypes, one for each of us, that we will be previewing at
shows from the end of the month (see the What’s New feature below for
more details).
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One of the nice surprises of this trip was the brand-new layout that ETS
have built at their offices/factory, so we were able to test the prototypes
properly. It is a decent size in the shape of a large ‘L’ and it even
incorporates a tram track and a raised circuit with girder bridge within the
main layout. It also features points, with loops, crossovers, turnouts and
a turntable, so everything we are likely to encounter back home. All the
track is Atlas 3-rail.
I was certainly very pleased with the progress made during this visit and
hopefully I will be able to unveil even more exciting new releases over the
coming months. We certainly went through many projects in detail and in
several cases I am just waiting for costings, in order to confirm the
financial viability before making announcements. So, as I always say,
‘Watch this space!’

Customer Corner

The Liberation Class was a class of 2-8-0 steam locomotives designed for
heavy freight work in post-Second World War Europe. 120 were built in
the UK by the Vulcan Foundry of Newton-le-Willows in 1946. Similar in
many ways to the WD Austerity 2-8-0 Class, but built to suit the
continental loading gauge, 10 of these locos were supplied to
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Luxembourg. They were famously photographed together in steam in
their Luxembourg running shed.
This was the inspiration for Jessy Morbé and Ed Hemmer, two huge O
gauge enthusiasts and collectors in Luxembourg, for a project to
reproduce this scene.
Under the project management of Ed, they commissioned ETS to produce
all ten of the locomotives, complete with authentic liveries and running
numbers. Based on the existing ETS Austerity tooling but with
modifications to suit, I think you will agree the result is very spectacular!

It is also a very unique collection. I don’t know whether there are ten
members of the local O gauge group who have all taken one of these
each, or if Jessy and Ed have bought five each – I will have to ask. In a
way it would be nice if it is ten members with one each as they could then
arrange an annual gathering of the models – a bit like the Great
Gathering of the A4s ay the NRM, York a couple of years ago. It would be
really nice to have an annual ‘Liberation’ running day!
Many thanks Jessy for sending in the details of this fabulous project.
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What’s New?
Brand New Loco Still Under Wraps – but not for long!

I am sorry, I know I have been promising there will be some exciting new
products to come for a couple of months, but I’m afraid I have to keep
you waiting just a little longer for news of the new locomotive.
The reason is, I announced at the Northants and Rutland Running Day on
30th September (in a moment of mad spontaneity), that the new loco
would be unveiled at the next evening meet, on Monday 30th October.
That said, I always try to release new product information on facebook
first so the launch plan will be as follows:
1st photos/details – facebook Sat 28th October
1st public outing/running – NAROGG Mon 30th October
Further shows – HRCA Northend, HRCA Preston Brook and Sandown in
early November – full details of these are to be found in the ‘See us at
Shows’ section at the end of the newsletter.

New Six-Wheel Milk Tankers

Two new items that I can announce this month are a brand-new pair of
the popular six-wheel tank wagons produced by ETS. These will be
extremely limited to 50 pieces of each and I will take 25 of each and Colin
Toten of Raylo will also take 25 of each.
Independent Milk Supplies

Colour scheme as this photo
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West Park Dairy Company

Colour scheme as this photo

Technical Details:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Precision engineered, (7mm to the foot) O gauge models
Tinplate body construction with cast, spoked wheels
Beautifully tampo-printed bodies
Fitted with standard Bassett-Lowke/Ace style droplink couplings
Insulated wheels for 2- or 3-rail use
Suitable for minimum 24” radius curves

The price for these will be £55.00 each plus P&P and I hope that at least
one of these may be available in time for Christmas. I will confirm this in
next month’s newsletter.
Please be sure to place your orders quickly as these Six-Wheelers have
always proved very popular in the past.

48xx/14xx plus Autocoach Sets Update
With all deliveries now complete I can now offer the following 14xx/48xx
plus Autocoach sets:
WJV01073, a set comprising loco 1470 in BR lined Black with BR
Carmine/Cream Autocoach W169
WJV01072, a set comprising loco 1450 in Lined BR Green with late crest
with BR Maroon Autocoach W184W
WJV01075, a set comprising 4825 in ‘Great Western’ pre-war plain
green with ‘GWR’ lettered 40cm Autocoach 163 in Chocolate and Cream
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ONLY 1 LEFT
£560.00
Plus P&P

Don’t hesitate to get in touch and secure yours before it is too late.
All sets are priced at £560.00 each plus P&P

Single Autocoaches and Locos Update

If you find you have missed out on the 14XX/Autocoach sets do not
despair. There is still the possibility to buy a single Autocoach with a
single loco. I currently have stock of single Autocoaches :
WJV01068 GWR Chocolate/Cream (White Roof)
WJV01070 BR Maroon
WJV01069 BR Carmine/Cream

R/N W187W
IN STOCK

R/N 167
In Stock

R/N W167
IN STOCK

All single Autocoaches are priced at £195.00 each plus P&P. For all
Autocoaches ordered in pairs I will do my best to send different running
numbers
The Autocoaches all have interiors and interior lighting (with On/Off
switch). The lighting requires 2 x AAA batteries (not supplied) and comes
with fitting instructions. Figures (not supplied) are easily fitted for added
realism by following the instructions for roof removal.
All single 14xx/48xx locos are currently available – Great Western Green,
GWR Green (only 1 left), GWR Black, BR Black lined early crest and BR
Green lined late crest. They are all priced at £375.00 each plus P&P.

Darstaed Well Wagons Update
I have recently been in contact with Andries regarding the likely
availability of the Well Wagons. I’m afraid I cannot give an exact date at
this moment but he has confirmed that a batch of zinc-based Well
Wagons suitable for the traditional (coarse scale) market will be produced
when he produces a second batch for the the finescale market (in ABS) in
‘a few months’ time’.
Here are the proposed liveries:
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A4 Pacific 4-6-2
With the huge success of the first limited run of A4s, Seven Mill Models
have now confirmed that they will be producing a further small batch of
59 of these highly acclaimed locomotives.
Availability should be late Oct/early Nov and there will be some exciting
new schemes available that were not produced in batch 1.
Some of these are going to be extremely limited and they are selling fast.
Please act quickly if there is a specific loco you would like as they will be
allocated on a first come, first served basis. Here are the details
LNER (Battleship) works grey
lined (With Valances) x 15*
15 x Woodcock 4489 (7 SOLD)
⃰ Exclusive Raylo/WJVintage Release

LNER Silver/Grey
(With Valences) x 5
1 x Silver Link 2509(SOLD)
1 x Quicksilver 2510
2 x Silver King 2511 (1 SOLD)
1 x Silver Fox 2512 (SOLD)
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LNER Apple Green lined
with parabolic curves to the
smokebox (With Valences) x 10
4 x Golden Eagle 4482 (1 SOLD)
3 x Osprey 4494
3 x Great Snipe 4462 (2 SOLD)
LNER Wartime Black
(Without Valences) NE on the tender x 5
1 x Union of South Africa 4488 double tender
1 x Mallard 4468 double tender (SOLD)
1 x Mallard 4468
1 x Sir Nigel Gresley 4498
1 x Peregrine 4903 (SOLD)
Garter Blue - British Railways
(Without Valences) x 4
1 x Golden Fleece 60030
1 x Sir Ralph Wedgewood 60006
1 x Kingfisher 60024
1 x Merlin 60027
BR Thompson Experimental blue/purple
with red and white lining
(Without Valences) x 15
1 x Silver Fox 60017 (SOLD)
1 x Sir Nigel Gresley 60007
4 x Merlin 60027 (1 sold)
3 x Walter K. Wigham 60028
3 x Woodcock 60029 (1 SOLD)
3 x Kingfisher 60024 (1 SOLD)
BR Green lined, late emblem
(Without Valences) x5
3 x Bittern 60019 double tender
1 x Woodcock 60029
1 x Union of South Africa 60009
(Note – photos are to illustrate schemes only)

Featuring twin-motors and twin-clutch mechanism by ETS, coupled to an
all-new and exquisitely detailed cast body by DJH, these magnificent
models are 2/3 rail switchable and are smooth and powerful runners as
you would expect from Seven Mill Models.
Only 59 models have been produced and they are extremely
competitively priced at £775.00 plus P&P for the single tender models.
Price for the twin tender models is still to be confirmed
➢
➢
➢
➢

2/3/Rail switchable
Powerful twin motors
Super smooth clutch drive
Cab detail with driver’s and
fireman’s seat

➢
➢
➢
➢
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Highly accurate, detailed
body
Real coal in tender
Body colour Handrails
Screw type front coupling

With such limited availability of liveries and names please contact me to
check availability before you confirm your order.
‘As New’ O Gauge Train Collection
Below is a list of the last remaining items currently still available. I have
adjusted the prices of one or two of these to help move them (see below
in red). If any of these are of interest please let me know and I will
reserve it/them for you and can send photos for approval, if required.
Obviously, these items are offered on a first come, first served basis.
Product No.
Ace E21
Bachmann
BL99064
Darstaed
ETS #184
ETS #184
Peco SL E697

description
GWR 0-6-0 Pannier Satin Black
Brassworks A3 4-6-2 Flying Scotsman
BR 2-6-0 N Class Mogul (revised quiet Mech)
BR (EX-LMS) P1 Corridor Coach Set A
A1 0-6-0 Terrier Southern Black 636
A1X 0-6-0 Terrier BR late crest
Y turnout (new in box)

qty
1
1
1
2
1
1
1

Price
each £
295.00
575.00
525.00
195.00
275.00
275.00
38.00

Note - All prices are plus P&P

New Website Coming - Albeit Slowly!
As I have mentioned in the past few of newsletters I have been having
problems with my website – in particular, the hosting of the photographs
on ‘Photobucket’. As a result, I have reviewed my options and decided
that rather than spend money to repair the old website, the time is right
to create a brand-new site.
Progress is frustratingly slow but we will get there!
So please be patient. The old site will continue to have information on it,
albeit without most of the photos. It’s not a perfect situation but it will be
worth it in the end!
Many thanks for your understanding.

WJVintage is on Facebook
Remember news breaks first on our facebook page so if you want to be

amongst the first to see what’s new, join up and ‘like’ the WJVintage
page. We now have 308 ‘likes’ and it is increasing almost weekly so why
not join the growing band? Remember, I try to feature interesting product
news on the facebook page before it breaks elsewhere.
PLEASE NOTE: Photos of the brand new WJVintage loco will appear on
my facebook page during the evening of Saturday 28th October – 2 days
before the official launch at NAROGG.

See us at Shows
If it’s convenient and you’d like to save the postage why not come and see
us at one of the regular shows we attend in the Midlands and East of England
and you can buy on the day.
We always like to meet our customers face to face – it makes a pleasant
change from the virtual world we seem to live in these days!
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Below are our forthcoming shows:
Mon Oct 30th – NAROGG (Northants & Rutland O Gauge Group)
Harringworth Village Hall, Gretton Road, Harringworth, Northants, NN17
3AD – 4:00pm to 8:30pm Theme ‘Anything Goes’
Everyone and all O Gauge welcome, £3.00 entry
Monday Nov 6th - Cotswolds Area HRCA Meeting, Northend, Warks
Burton Dassett Village Hall, Top Street, Northend, Southam,
Warwickshire, CV47 2TN – 3:30pm to 8:30pm
Please note: Sales tables are no longer available at Northend so I will take stock in my
van but please call me for any particular requirements and I can bring it along

Tuesday Nov 7th - HRCA Merseyside Area Meeting
Preston Brook Village Hall, Preston Brook, Cheshire WA7 3AW - 4.00pm to
9.00pm
Saturday Nov 11th – Sandown Park (Barry Potter Fairs)
Sandown Exhibition Centre, Sandown Park Racecourse, Portsmouth Road,
Esher, Surrey, KT10 9AJ - 10:30am to 3:30pm
Tuesday Nov 28th – Fulbourn, Cambridge (HRCA Running Night)
Fullbourn Village Library, The Swifts, Haggis Gap, Fulbourn, Cambs CB21
5HD – 6:30pm to 9:00pm (‘OO’ and ‘O’ Gauge layouts)

Ordering from WJVintage is Easy
Online
Please use the website as a shop window and then place you order either by
calling or emailing me. This has the added advantage that I can confirm
stock, particularly for highly limited items. Please see below for full contact
details.
Credit Card
We have a credit/debit card facility so you can telephone and place your
order with us by calling 07711 092497 – please have your card to hand
when calling.
Cheque
If you would prefer to pay by cheque, that is no problem either. Just
download the order form from our website and complete your
requirements. Then make a
cheque out for the total and post both order form and cheque to us at
the address shown. Please make cheques payable to WJVintage.
Email
Alternatively, you can place your order by email and payment can then
be made either by card, PayPal or cheque. Please note our new email
address is: wjvintage@outlook.com
Shows
We also take the credit/debit card machine to all our shows.

That’s all for now!
All the best

Paul
WJVintage

*********
Tel: 07711 092497
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www.wjvintage.co.uk

