WJVintage
Sept 2017 Newsletter

Welcome to the September edition of the WJVintage newsletter.
As some of you may guess from the photo above, I have just
returned from a few days holidaying on the Norfolk Broads with
my family. We were lucky enough to have very pleasant weather
and in between long dog walks and trips to the beach, we did
manage a quick trip to the Bure Valley Railway. There is a full
report in the ‘Out and About’ feature later in the newsletter.
September is of course the start of the busy event and show season and
so I was literally only away from Monday to Friday as I am so busy every
weekend during the month. I have already been to Rugby Vintage and the
Bassett-Lowke Society running day at Digswell (Welwyn). There are
reports on both, as well as another excellent Northants and Rutland O
Gauge Group (NAROGG), again in the ‘Out and About’ feature below.
In the ‘What’s New’ feature this month I have given some further
updates on the 14XX programme. The superb BR (early crest) Black lined
1470 locos with Carmine and Cream Autocoaches are in transit as I type,
and the first batch will be here in time for the big Sandown Toyfair this
coming weekend (Sept 16th). I think these look stunning and I have a
feeling they are going to go down very well when customers start to see
them in the flesh. Read on for details and the first production photo of the
autocoach.
There is also news of a second very limited production run of the superb
Seven Mill Models A4. The first run of these was so enthusiastically
received they are now virtually sold out. The second run includes schemes
not covered by the first, including an extremely limited run of doubletender examples. Read on for full details.
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Out and About

NAROGG – Harringworth, 28th August 2017
Richard and I did ‘Umm and Argh’ about a meeting on Bank Holiday
Monday but in the end, we had another fantastic evening. Numbers were
understandably down a little but there was still a great variety of trains on
display and a fabulous ‘guest’ layout from Tim Knights.
The loose theme for the evening was ‘Vintage Tinplate with a Hornby
Flavour’ and boy, did Tim do us proud with a magnificent tinplate display.
There was a large oval with a figure eight within and then a lovely
turntable feature within one of the loops of the figure eight. The photo
below probably does it more justice than my description.

The layout proved extremely popular and one rare loco of note that was
seen running on it was a Walker Fenn 0-6-0. This was clockwork driven
but featured a speed governor (I think from an old record player) which
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allowed excellent control and much more scale-like running. I can’t recall
ever seeing one of these before so another ‘first’ for me!

Over on the main large layout there were more Hornby locos in the Form
of a Flying Scotsman, Lord Nelson and a 4-4-0 tank hauling a lovely
tinplate goods train.
Variety is what NAROGG is all about and there were two very notable
older locos of great interest. One was a rebuilt Bonds T14 4-6-0 in
Southern livery and the other was a fabulous L&YR 0-8-0. Both ran
absolutely beautifully and both really looked the business!

As always, there was also a fair representation of modern issue O Gauge
from WJVintage/Raylo, (Corgi) Bassett-Lowke, Ace Trains and to finish off
the evening Richard Holder’s Seven Mill Models A2. This put on a great
display, hauling 14 blood & custard coaches smoothly and effortlessly. To
quote Richard; ‘without even breaking into a sweat’.
You can see it in action on a short youtube clip. Here is a link:
https://youtu.be/xFNMezHdshk
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Rugby Vintage – Benn Hall, Rugby, 2nd Sept 2017
I don’t often report on this type of show and to be honest I didn’t take my
camera (this is a shot from last year’s show). However, I thought it might
be worth reporting on this event as it was the ‘season’ opener, but was
disappointingly quiet.

That said, I actually did rather well trade-wise but it does concern me that
this show has been getting much quieter over the past couple of years. By
lunchtime it is all but over as people start to wander off for a bite to eat
and then home.
It perhaps doesn’t help that on this occasion it clashed with the Gauge O
Guild flagship ‘Guildex’ event at Telford. However, am I the only one that
thinks that since the running layouts were abandoned, Rugby has lost a
degree of interest?
This year the stage was unused and the curtains drawn across. For me
this could have been a huge opportunity to invite two or three groups to
put on running layouts. Being at the far end of the hall, visitors would
have to naturally wander through the trade area to access the layouts on
the stage. I just think this show needs a little investment in something
like this to stimulate interest and more footfall (people through the
doors). Otherwise in a couple of years it will cease to exist as less visitors
lead to less traders, which in turn lead to even less visitors etc, etc.
What do you think? Were you there this year? I know that Barry Potter is
concerned as well, but I’m not sure I see much action - at the moment.
Answers on a postcard please 😊

Bassett-Lowke Society Running Day – ‘Cowper Arms’
Digswell 9th Sept 2017
Another hugely enjoyable day at Digswell, one of my favourite events.
Attendance was down a little on previous meets but it was still a decent
turnout and as always there were some great trains on display.
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One highlight for me was Peter O’Kane’s beautiful Steam Railmotor. Peter
acquired this as part of a collection and its origins are unknown. He has
been working on its restoration for some time and has done a really
cracking job. It is actually battery powered with the on/off switch in the
roof and in its current set-up it is either at stop or flat out! It is rather
over-powered racing around the layout at a scale speed that would have
had the driver suspended for dangerous driving and most of the
passengers queuing for the toilets!! However, Peter is planning on
reducing the speed and once that is done he will have a truly beautiful
and very desirable collector’s piece.

Another fascinating loco on display was the Gauge 1, 0-4-0 pictured
above. This was produced for live steam by Bing sometime around 1906.
It was donated to the Bromley-based Tappers Group following a period of
some 50 years in a loft. Graham Lock from Tappers explained that despite
it being in fairly poor order with several missing parts, the challenge will
be to get it fully renovated to working condition. It won’t be an easy
project, and it may not be a quick one either. However, what a lovely
piece it will be when it is restored to its former glory. I can’t wait to see it!
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Simon Chambers had another fascinating piece on display. This was
entitled ‘Beyond Leeds’ and was, if you like a Leeds ‘Nevva Wazza’. Simon
has created a Gauge 3 LNER Clayton Trailer Car – Trailer Brake third
2166, and has produced it in the style of a Leeds Model Company wooden
coach with paper wrap body detail. It really is a superb piece and has a
real vintage charm about it. There are some very clever people about!
Finally, I know one or two people seem to think that these Bassett-Lowke
meets are rather ‘purist’ and one brand only. I find them to be far from
this and indeed at this meeting I was invited to run my BR 14xx 0-4-2T
with BR maroon and GWR chocolate and cream Autocoaches in a
combination just as you will see it on the Severn Valley Railway. I have to
say I was delighted at the positive comments and admiring glances it
received.

I think more people should give these meets a try – in my opinion they
are friendly and welcoming to enthusiasts of all vintage trains (and
modern vintage style)

Bure Valley Railway – Aylsham, Norfolk, Sept 2017
My visit to the Bure Valley Narrow Gauge Railway didn’t turn out quite as I
had hoped. We were a little pushed for time (shouldn’t be allowed on
holiday!) and when we arrived on spec at Aylsham Station we were between
trains. Sadly, my family weren’t up for the hour-plus wait.
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The photo above and the one used as the main header for the newsletter
are stock shots found on the internet. In actual fact ‘Spitfire’, the lovely
2-6-2 ZB Class Tender Locomotive shown in these photos is currently
undergoing a major overhaul. She is currently in the workshops which
were open for viewing. As you will see she is looking a little sorry for
herself.

Fortunately the Bure Valley Railway has no less than 5 steam locos and 3
diesels so there is no shortage of hauling power to carry around 100,000
tourists and enthusiasts per year, along the 9 miles of track-bed between
Aylsham and Wroxham, deep in the Norfolk Broads. The route was
operated by the Great Eastern Railway from 1880, the LNER from 1923 to
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1948 and then British Rail until its closure in 1982. Norfolk County Council
had the foresight to keep the track-bed open for walkers and that is why
in 1990 the Bure Valley opened as a narrow-gauge Railway – this being
narrow enough to allow a footpath for walkers to run alongside the entire
9-mile route.
If you are in this part of Norfolk I would certainly recommend a visit as
both Aylsham and Wroxham are well-worth exploring. But take a tip from
me and get a timetable first!

What’s New?
48xx/14xx plus Autocoach Sets Update

As I go to press WJV01073, a set comprising loco 1470 in BR lined Black
with BR Carmine/Cream Autocoach W169, is due to be delivered any
day now and will be here in time for Sandown at the weekend (Sept 16th).
I think this is a stunning set and I hope customers are not going to be left
disappointed. I have only ordered 7 sets and 3 are already sold. That
leaves just 4 sets available so please don’t delay too long if, like me, you
think this combination just works so well!
Also still available, but running low on stock is WJV01072, a set
comprising loco 1450 in Lined BR Green with late crest (as preserved and
currently running on the Severn Valley Railway) with BR Maroon
Autocoach W184W. After accounting for pre-orders, I now have have
just 4 of these sets available for sale.

WJV01075, a set comprising 4825 in ‘Great Western’ pre-war plain green
with ‘GWR’ lettered 40cm Autocoach 163 in Chocolate and Cream is now
down to just 1 set left
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ONLY 1 LEFT
£560.00
Plus P&P

Don’t hesitate to get in touch and secure yours before it is too late.
All sets are priced at £560.00 each plus P&P
Product Number WJV01071
GWR plain green 1420 plus Great Western
Choc/Cream autocoach 178
SOLD OUT

Product Number WJV01073
BR black lined (early crest) 1470 plus BR
Carmine/Cream autocoach W169
AVAILABLE NOW – 4 SETS AVAILABLE

Product Number WJV01072
BR green lined (late crest) 1450 plus BR
Maroon autocoach W184W
IN STOCK – 4 SETS AVAILABLE

Product Number WJV01075
Great Western plain green 4825 plus GWR
Choc/Cream autocoach 163
IN STOCK – 1 SET AVAILABLE

Single Autocoaches and Locos Update

If you find you have missed out on the 14XX/Autocoach sets do not
despair. There is still the possibility to buy a single Autocoach with a
single loco. I currently have stock of WJV01068 GWR Chocolate/Cream
(White Roof) and WJV01070 BR Maroon. WJV01069 BR Carmine/Cream is
due very soon.
Sadly, I am now out of stock of WJV01067 Great Western
Chocolate/Cream (Grey Roof)

R/N 167
In Stock

R/N 174
Sold out
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R/N W187W
IN STOCK

R/N W167
DUE SOON

All single Autocoaches are priced at £195.00 each plus P&P. For all
Autocoaches ordered in pairs I will do my best to send different running
numbers
WJV01069 single BR 40cm autocoach W167 in Carmine and Cream will
be next on the production line. The sets with this Autocoach are arriving
any day so the single Autocoaches will be in the next delivery so within
the next 2 to 3 weeks.
Product Number WJV01067
Great Western Choc/Cream autocoach 174
SOLD OUT

Product Number WJV01069
BR Carmine/Cream autocoach W167
COMING SOON

Product Number WJV01070
BR maroon autocoach W187W
IN STOCK

Product Number WJV01068
GWR Choc/Cream autocoach 167
IN STOCK

The Autocoaches all have interiors and interior lighting (with On/Off
switch). The lighting requires 2 x AAA batteries (not supplied) and comes
with fitting instructions. Figures (not supplied) are easily fitted for added
realism by following the instructions for roof removal.
All single 14xx/48xx locos are currently available – Great Western Green,
GWR Green (only 2 left), GWR Black, BR Black lined early crest and BR
Green lined late crest. They are all priced at £375.00 each plus P&P.
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A4 Pacific 4-6-2
With the huge success of the first limited run of A4s, Seven Mill Models
have now confirmed that they will be producing a further small batch of
59 of these highly acclaimed locomotives.
What’s more availability should be during October and there will be some
exciting new schemes available that were not produced in batch 1.
Some of these are going to be extremely limited and indeed some have
already been sold. Please act quickly if there is a specific loco you would
like as they will be allocated on a first come, first served basis
Here are the details (Note – photos are to illustrate schemes only):
LNER (Battleship) works grey
lined (With Valances) x 15*
15 x Woodcock 4489 (2 SOLD)
⃰ Exclusive Raylo/WJVintage Release

LNER Silver/Grey
(With Valences) x 5
1 x Silver Link 2509(SOLD)
1 x Quicksilver 2510
2 x Silver King 2511
1 x Silver Fox 2512

LNER Apple Green lined
with parabolic curves to the
smokebox (With Valences) x 10
4 x Golden Eagle 4482
3 x Osprey 4494
3 x Great Snipe 4462

LNER Wartime Black
(Without Valences) NE on the tender x 5
1 x Union of South Africa 4488 double tender
1 x Mallard 4468 double tender (SOLD)
1 x Mallard 4468
1 x Sir Nigel Gresley 4498
1 x Peregrine 4903 (SOLD)
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Garter Blue - British Railways
(Without Valences) x 4
1 x Golden Fleece 60030
1 x Sir Ralph Wedgewood 60006
1 x Kingfisher 60024
1 x Merlin 60027

BR Thompson Experimental blue/purple
with red and white lining
(Without Valences) x 15
1 x Silver Fox 60017
1 x Sir Nigel Gresley 60007
4 x Merlin 60027 (1 sold)
3 x Walter K. Wigham 60028
3 x Woodcock 60029 (1 sold)
3 x Kingfisher 60024 (1 sold)

BR Green lined, late emblem
(Without Valences) x5
3 x Bittern 60019 double tender
1 x Woodcock 60029
1 x Union of South Africa 60009
Featuring twin-motors and twin-clutch mechanism by ETS, coupled to an
all-new and exquisitely detailed cast body by DJH, these magnificent
models are 2/3 rail switchable and are smooth and powerful runners as
you would expect from Seven Mill Models.
Only 59 models have been produced and they are extremely
competitively priced at £750.00 plus P&P for the single tender models.
Price for the twin tender models is still to be confirmed
➢
➢
➢
➢

2/3/Rail switchable
Powerful twin motors
Super smooth clutch drive
Cab detail with driver’s and
fireman’s seat

➢
➢
➢
➢

Highly accurate, detailed
body
Real coal in tender
Body colour Handrails
Screw type front coupling

With such limited availability of liveries and names please contact me to
check availability before you confirm your order.
Email: wjvintage@outlook.com or Tel: 07711092497
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‘As New’ O Gauge Train Collection
Below is a list of the last remaining items currently still available. I have
adjusted the prices of one or two of these to help move them (see below
in red). If any of these are of interest please let me know and I will
reserve it/them for you and can send photos for approval, if required.
Obviously, these items are offered on a first come, first served basis.

Product No.
Ace E21
Bachmann
BL99064
Darstaed
Darstaed
ETS #184
ETS #184
Peco SL E697

description
GWR 0-6-0 Pannier Satin Black
Brassworks A3 4-6-2 Flying Scotsman
BR 2-6-0 N Class Mogul (revised quiet Mech)
BR (EX-LMS) P1 Corridor Coach Set A
BR (Ex-LMS) P2 Corridor Coach Set A
A1 0-6-0 Terrier Southern Black 636
A1X 0-6-0 Terrier BR late crest
Y turnout (new in box)

qty
1
1
1
2
1
1
1
1

Price
each £
295.00
575.00
525.00
200.00
200.00
275.00
275.00
38.00

Note - All prices are plus P&P

New Website Coming - Albeit Slowly!
As I have mentioned in the past couple of newsletters that I have been
having problems with my website – in particular, the hosting of the
photographs on ‘Photobucket’. As a result, I have reviewed my options
and decided that rather than spend money to repair the old website, the
time is right to create a brand-new site.
Unfortunately, a poorly designer, followed by my holidays means the first
meeting with the web-design team has been delayed. I am rescheduling
for very soon and do still want to try to get a new website up and running
in the next couple of months.
So please be patient. The old site will continue to have information on it,
albeit without most of the photos. It’s not a perfect situation but it will be
worth it in the end!
Many thanks for your understanding.

WJVintage is on Facebook
Remember news breaks first on our facebook page so if you want to be
amongst the first to see what’s new, join up and ‘like’ the WJVintage
page. We now have 306 ‘likes’ and it is increasing almost weekly so why
not join the growing band? Remember, I try to feature interesting product
news on the facebook page before it breaks elsewhere.
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Northants and Rutland O Gauge Group

Playing Trains in the shadow of the Harringworth Viaduct

Saturday 30th September, we are running a special all-day event. This
will run from 10am until around 4:30pm and as it is the first of its type
we really are encouraging a theme of ‘anything goes’. Just bring
something to run and have fun!
There will be two layouts with multiple circuits so plenty of capacity to run
whatever takes your fancy – old, new, clockwork, electric, 2-rail, 3 rail –
but no live steam I’m afraid.
Refreshments will be available to buy throughout the day including a light
lunch from around 1pm.
Entrance is £5.00 per head to cover hall hire and insurance.
IMPORTANT - there is a contingent from ‘down south’ (London area)
planning to make the journey up. There are currently 5 people confirmed
and I am arranging to meet them all at Corby Station and will have my
village minibus to transport everyone to Harringworth. 16 Seats are
available so do please register your interest if you would like to be
included. Collection from Corby will be at 10:15am and return will leave
Harringworth at around 3:45pm
Address details for Harringworth Village Hall are given in the listings
below.

See us at Shows

If it’s convenient and you’d like to save the postage why not come and see
us at one of the regular shows we attend in the Midlands and East of England
and you can buy on the day.
We always like to meet our customers face to face – it makes a pleasant
change from the virtual world we seem to live in these days!
Below are our forthcoming shows:
Saturday Sept 16th – Sandown Park (Barry Potter Fairs)
Sandown Exhibition Centre, Sandown Park Racecourse, Portsmouth Road,
Esher, Surrey, KT10 9AJ - 10:30am to 3:30pm
Saturday Sept 23rd – Vintage North West Model Railway Exhibition
(formerly Bassett-Lowke Society Northern)
St. Joseph's Hall, Chapel Street, Leigh, Lancs WN7 2PR – 10am to 4pm
Tuesday Sept 26th – Fulbourn, Cambridge (HRCA Running Night)
Fullbourn Village Library, The Swifts, Haggis Gap, Fulbourn, Cambs CB21
5HD – 6:30pm to 9:00pm (‘OO’ and ‘O’ Gauge layouts)

14

Saturday Sept 30th – NAROGG (Northants & Rutland O Gauge
Group) Special All-Day Running Event
Harringworth Village Hall, Gretton Road, Harringworth, Northants, NN17
3AD – 10:00am to 4:30pm Theme ‘Anything Goes’
Everyone and all O Gauge welcome, £5.00 entry
Monday Oct 2nd - Cotswolds Area HRCA Meeting, Northend, Warks
Burton Dassett Village Hall, Top Street, Northend, Southam,
Warwickshire, CV47 2TN – 3:30pm to 8:30pm
Please note: Sales tables are no longer available at Northend so I will take stock in my
van but please call me for any particular requirements and I can bring it along

Tuesday Oct 3rd - HRCA Merseyside Area Meeting
Preston Brook Village Hall, Preston Brook, Cheshire WA7 3AW - 4.00pm to
9.00pm

Ordering from WJVintage is Easy
Online
We no longer operate the online ordering system as calculating the postage
for multiple purchases and overseas shipments was proving too complex. So
please use the website as a shop window and then place you order either by
calling or emailing me. This has the added advantage that I can confirm
stock, particularly for highly limited items. Please see below for full contact
details.
Credit Card
We have a credit/debit card facility so you can telephone and place your
order with us by calling 07711 092497 – please have your card to hand
when calling.
Cheque
If you would prefer to pay by cheque, that is no problem either. Just
download the order form from our website and complete your
requirements. Then make a
cheque out for the total and post both order form and cheque to us at
the address shown. Please make cheques payable to WJVintage.
Email
Alternatively, you can place your order by email and payment can then
be made either by card, PayPal or cheque. Please note our new email
address is: wjvintage@outlook.com
Shows
We also take the credit/debit card machine to all our shows.

That’s all for now!
All the best

Paul
WJVintage

*********
Tel: 07711 092497
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www.wjvintage.co.uk

