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The fine weather has also enabled me to get out into the garden 

to photograph the new Bogie Bolster wagons which have just 
arrived (see above). Full details of all the new arrivals appear in 

the ‘What’s New’ section of the newsletter. 
 

I have also been ‘Out and About’ quite a bit over the past month 

and I’m pleased to be able to bring you reports from some 
excellent events from The Vintage Train Show at Leigh (Lancs) to 

HRCA events at Fulbourn (Cambridge) and Rye Hill (Cotswolds), 
plus Beckenham Vintage. The newsletter is a bit event heavy this 

month, but I simply couldn’t leave any of them out. 
 

I’m also pleased to report that the new WJVintage website I have 

been promising for the past few months is now live and up and 
running at long last. Please see below for a sneak preview of the 

homepage and a short report on what you can expect to see on 
the new site. 
 

I am travelling to Prague next week for one of my regular update 
meetings with ETS. I am really looking forward to seeing the 

progress of the new Adams Radial and to talking through a raft of 
new projects that I will hopefully be able to share with you over 

the coming months. There are lots of exciting new ideas in the 
pipeline – watch this space!! 

 
 

WJVintage  

April 2018 Newsletter 

 Welcome to the April edition of the WJVintage newsletter. After a 

week of almost incessant drizzle and murky mist, I’m delighted to 
report that as I write we appear to have kicked winter into touch 

and spring is finally getting established. It is sunny and warm, and 
the forecast is for further improvement over the next week. 

Hoorah!! 😊  
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Numbers through the door were certainly up on recent events and were 

reported to be over 100 visitors, which is pretty good. As I have said 

many times before I really enjoy this show for its friendly, relaxed outlook 

– not to mention the sausage balms from the baker’s shop over the road! 

The traders too, have stood by this show and there is always a really 

good variety of old and new goodies on offer. My sales have generally 

held up quite well over the years, although this particular show wasn’t as 

busy as I would have liked – you can’t win them all 😊 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Out and About 

Vintage Model Railway Exhibition (North West) – St 
Joseph’s Hall, Leigh, 24th March, 2018 
This show was always known as ‘Bassett-Lowke Northern’ in the past but 

recent disappointing attendances forced a re-think and a change of name 

to try to broaden the appeal. Do you know what? I think it might be 

working. 

One of the rare Bassett-Lowke named Jubilee Class Locomotives – 5701 ‘Conqueror’ 
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As always at Leigh there are some lovely old trains to be admired on the 

Bassett-Lowke Society O Gauge layout, plus plenty of variety on the 

anything goes O Gauge 3-rail tinplate track layout in the dining hall – so it 

really does offer the best of all worlds. Here are some more photos to 

give a flavour of the day 

. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jim takes time out from his stall to do a little running himself 

 

 

 

 

Lovely Bassett Lowke O Gauge LMS 2-6-4 Stanier Tank 2603 
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Chris Reeves doing his Tommy Cooper impression ‘Just like that!’ 😊 

 
Unusual Gresley 4-6-2 A3 2544 ‘Lemberg’ – I didn’t get the history of this one 

 

 
Splendid Bassett-Lowke ‘Duchess of Montrose’ 
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The dining room O gauge tinplate track layout is where ‘anything goes’ and is always very popular 
 

 
The young and the slightly less young all enjoying playing trains 

 

This show also had a nice OO layout, as well as an excellent display of 

Bayco buildings, so it really does cater for all tastes and interests. Talking 
of ‘tastes’, the catering is always top-notch as well, incredibly good value 

for money and is always served with a smile. ‘Hats off’ to the hard-
working ladies who give up their time to help out in the kitchen as well! 
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I do hope the Leigh show has now turned a corner and will continue to 
gain in popularity – it certainly deserves to. I for one have already booked 

for the next one which is on Saturday September 29th, 2018. This is 
slightly earlier than usual which I think is a good idea too. September is a 

good month for shows. Make a note in your diaries now! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Brockford Station is part of the Mid-Suffolk Light Railway Museum, near to 

Wetheringsett, Suffolk. John Wooley likes to be different and so, rather 

than just recount his memories of a visit to Brockford, he decided to 

scratch-build the scene in O gauge and bring it along to the meeting. 

HRCA Cambridge Area Meeting – Fulbourn 27th Mar 2018 
Once again this was another bumper attendance at Fulbourn and as 

always, there was a great collection of trains of all persuasions. Apart from 
Roger Burton giving his address from a chair (nothing new there!), there 

were a few things that caught my eye in particular. 
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With a somewhat cheeky smile on his face, John enthusiastically 

explained that the station building model was almost exclusively 
fabricated from baked bean tins. I have to say, they make very realistic 

corrugated iron sheets, but it was slightly worrying that John ate all those 

beans himself. 😊  

Here is a photo of the real station and as you can see, John has done a 

fantastic job of recreating it – lovely work. 
 

 
 

As if that wasn’t enough, Roger Burton had a lovely tank engine on 
display. He called it a Hornby ‘Neverwazza’ as it is a standard Hornby 0-4-

0 mechanism, fitted with a scratch-built body to create a very pretty 
Worsdell LNER Y7 0-4-0 shunter in early crest BR unlined black livery. I 

asked Roger if he had designed and built it himself. ‘Oh no’ came the 
reply, ‘John Wooley made it for me’. Oh, to have such talents eh? Mr 

Wooley certainly seems to have them aplenty! 
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Finally, how about this fabulous collection of Hornby pre-war open 

wagons? There are a few gaps in the collection but it is pretty impressive 

all the same and I had no idea there were so many factory variations of 

some of the designs 
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Once again Beckenham offered 12 very different layouts and this year, for 

me the O gauge contingent did us proud with some very diverse and 
interesting displays. 

Sadly, David Embling was not able to make it as Monica, his wife, is 
poorly so we wish her all the best. As late replacements, the ‘Tappers 

Group’ stepped up to the mark and were running all day with 2 circuits of 
tinplate and an outer of Maldon track. This is pretty much an ‘anything 

goes’ area and I saw modern and vintage locos in action at various times 
during the day. 

 

 
Just opposite the Tappers, John Davies had an absolutely beautiful layout 

called Adlestrop. It represents a typical ‘Middle England’ village in 1917 

Beckenham Vintage – Beckenham, 7th April 2018 
The Beckenham & West Wickham MRC vintage event is fast becoming one 

of the highlights of the year for me. The sheer variety of layouts is always 
staggering and this year, for me, was right up there with the best I have 

seen here. As always, the attendance was great, and it was busy from 

doors open at 10 am right through to closing at 5pm. A fantastic day out! 
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during WW1. The attention to detail had to be seen to be believed and 

was made all the more interesting by the historical information and 

artifacts John has gathered. For him there is a personal significance as his 

father served in and survived this horrendous war a century ago. Many of 

the photos and historical items on display actually belonged to John’s 

father. Like so many who experienced this war, he never spoke of his 

experiences to his son. 

 

 

Another exceptional layout was the Hornby M Series by Adam Heeley and 

friends. This was absolutely crammed with delightful and rare pre-war 

toys. The highlight, if there was one, must surely have been the dockyard 

which was cleverly created below main table height by using a slightly 

lower table covered in blue cloth. In dock were some absolutely superb 

pre-war Triang ships and there was a fabulous lighthouse plus dockyard 
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cranes and buildings. I think I may run out of superlatives just describing 

this layout!  

 

 

Suffice to say there were plenty of M series trains, including all the 

streamliners. I also spotted some Meccano Constructor aeroplanes, Dinky 

Supertoys trucks and a whole range of tinplate buildings. Hopefully the 
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photos give some idea of how wonderful this layout was. But there was 

more! 

Bryan Pentland from the TCS created another bustling and busy O gauge 

layout using the ‘British Cheap & Cheerful Train Manufacturers’. This was 

like seeing one of Michael Foster’s British Toy Train books in 3-D, with 

mainly Chad Valley and Brimtoy wending their way around a tinplate toy 

paradise. There were castles and viaducts, stations and footbridges, plus 

much more. 
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Finally, It may not have been O gauge, but it was certainly different and 

hugely entertaining. Mark Carne had a compact JEP Mignon layout, part of 

which was a circuit powered by overhead power lines to the train pick-up. 

Apparently as originally produced this operated from an 80 volt AC 

supply. Thankfully, Mark has modified the power to suit modern day 

safety standards but there was still a degree of sparking to be seen 

between the lines and the pick-ups – great fun to watch and certainly I 

have never seen this before!  

If you have never been to Beckenham Vintage before, you have missed a 

really good show and if there is any chance of making next year’s show, I 

would make a diary note as soon as the date is announced. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It was another resounding success with over 50 members signed in again, 

and a great buzz around the O Gauge and OO layouts. 

The theme for this month’s meeting was tank engines and so I was very 

pleasantly surprised to see several of my own creations in action on the O 

gauge layout, including the Hornby Bassett-Lowke Peckett, a Terrier and 

A USA tank. A few years ago, I could never have imagined such a scene 

and I have to say I was rather proud and humbled to have played my part 

in creating these great little locos.  

 

HRCA Cotswold Group Running Night – Rye Hill Golf Club 

near Banbury, April 9th, 2018 
Last month’s meeting at the Cotswold Group’s new venue was sadly 
postponed last due to the snow at the beginning of March, so the April 

meeting was actually only our 2nd visit to the Rye Hill Golf Club  
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Len Mills from Ace Trains was also present and was running the prototype 

of the new Ace Caledonian Railway 0-4-4T. I just happened to have a 

Caledonian 6-wheel van with me, so we quickly posed them together for a 

quick photo. I’m not sure Allen would have approved given the source of 

said 6-wheeler, but they did look good together. I don’t know when these 

will be available but it is certainly a nice looking loco and should do very 

well.  
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It was also great to see a contingent from the Chiltern Hills Group join us 

at this meeting. But they did more than just attend, they brought their 

own OO layout and splendid it looked too. 

 

I have said it before but to me, interest in these local HRCA (and other 

model railway) events, is continuing to grow no matter where I attend, 

north, south, east and west. I think that is a wonderful thing and bodes 

well for the future of the hobby. Long may it continue! 
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Well, I am pleased to say that after many months of work, the new 

WJVintage website is now finally live! 

I hope you will find it bright, colourful and easy to use. 

I still have an awful lot of older products to load on, but this will be 

happening over the next few weeks and all new products will be uploaded 

as quickly as they become available. 

Past experience suggests that online ordering and payment is always a 

problem with O gauge type products. 
Low production runs, and high value items need to be personally 

addressed to confirm stock and to discuss carriage options. For this 
reason, orders and enquiries can be submitted online which will 

automatically send me an alert so that I can get in touch to discuss your 
precise requirements and conclude the transaction. I am hopeful this will 

work well and will avoid any confusion. 
 

The ‘What’s New’ section will carry latest news and newsletters and there 
will also be a newsletter archive if you need to look up something from a 

past edition. 

New Website 
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I have also added a calendar feature which will show all my events and 

meetings, so you will know where and when to find me! 
 

When you have had a chance to look over the site, do please let me have 
your feedback and thoughts – there is always room for improvement! 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

The Bogie Bolster Wagons are Arriving! 
 

 

What’s New? 
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The GWR were the first to arrive and they have now been joined by the LMS 

and SR. The LNER variant is due to leave Prague later this week, which only 
leaves the BR and WD which should follow fairly closely behind over the next 

couple of weeks. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

The wagons all feature wooden bolsters, with metal stakes that can be 
fitted either through the bolsters or into sockets along the side of the 

wagon according to the load. 
Both plate frame and diamond frame bogies, disk and spoked wheels 

have been produced and fitted as appropriate to be prototypical. 

Each livery is extremely limited, so these could become highly sought 

after. Well over half have already been sold. 

• All livery lettering is produced using high quality tampo-printing 

onto tinplate bodies 

• All models feature insulated wheels, for 2- or 3- rail use.  
• Standard drop link style couplings fitted. 

• Suitable for 24-inch radius curves.  

WJV01083 Bogie Bolster – GWR IN STOCK 

WJV01084 Bogie Bolster – LMS IN STOCK 

WJV01085 Bogie Bolster – SR IN STOCK 

WJV01086 Bogie Bolster – LNER ARRIVING SOON 

WJV01087 Bogie Bolster - British Railways (BR) 

WJV01088 Bogie Bolster - War Department (WD) 
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• Overall length of the bogie bolster wagon, buffer to buffer is a little 

over 28cm (11 inches). 
 

The wagons are priced at £79.00 plus P&P. The first 3 liveries are 
available now, the rest to follow over the coming few weeks. 

Please order early to ensure you do not miss out on these. Drop me an 
email or give me a call.  

 

    
 

Just a quick word about the wonderful loads in the photos. These are 

made by Graham Locke of Tappers fame. He does them as a hobby and is 

happy to do the odd ones and twos. He does not want to start a full 

production line. If you know Graham and you like these loads, I’m sure he 

would be happy to make one or two for you, and even possibly 

personalise the wooden crate as he has done with mine (it is branded 

WJVintage). 

I cannot offer these loads for general sale – sorry! 

 

LSWR/SR Adams 415 Class Radial 4-4-2T 
The Epitome of Victorian Elegance in Locomotive Design 
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Everywhere I go I am being asked about the progress of the Adams. It is 

clearly a hugely anticipated release. As I write I am rushing to complete this 
newsletter because tomorrow I fly to Prague for a couple of days to meet 

with ETS. I will hopefully get a full update on the progress of the loco (and 
perhaps even see a pre-production sample?). So, for the time being I cannot 

improve on last month’s assertion that we are still hopeful of May delivery for 
the first SR and LSWR models. 

If I get any further delivery information during the visit, I will post it on the 
‘News’ page of the new website, and on Facebook, as soon as I return. 

 

Lowke Lowkos 
Regular readers will know that from time to time I do find the odd 

Corgi/Hornby Bassett-Lowke locos in new or as new condition. 
I have just come across 2 such lowkos from the very last batch that were 

produced before Hornby decided to cease further development of the brand. 
These are the Southern N Class 2-6-0 Moguls as follows - 

BL99042 – SECR Wartime Grey, one of a limited edition of just 50 pieces 

produced 

 
BL99064 – BR early crest lined Black, one of a limited edition of just 75 

pieces 
(In my rush to complete the newsletter these are borrowed images. When I return from Prague I will 
be able to supply detailed photos of the actual locos) 

These Moguls are quite different to the earlier releases. 

For one thing they were fitted with a completely re-designed mechanism 
which is smooth and quiet (anyone who has run one of the early versions will 

know that they sounded like a bag of nails!) 
To differentiate these releases from the earlier versions a reversing lever was 

added to the right-hand side of the loco. This was never on the earlier ones 
Here are the specifications of both: 

 
Electrically powered operating locomotive (7mm to 1 ft) ‘O’ gauge model - 

Limited Release 
• 12-14 volts DC motor 

• Fully revised motor/gearbox unit for smoother operation 

• Precision engineered and individually tested 
• Individually numbered brass plaque fitted to each locomotive 

• Suitable for 2 and 3 rail operation using a switch located in the cab 
• Isolating on/off switch located in cab 

• Complete with smoke generator for added realism (smoke oil not 
supplied) 
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• Realistic detail including sprung buffers and lamp irons complete 

with lamps and reporting disks 
• Improved detail over original releases (reversing lever, steam pipe) 

• Full operating and maintenance instructions supplied 
• Not suitable for children under 14 years 

 
Both are available in as new condition – with minimal running-in only and are 

both priced at £525.00 plus P&P. 
They are available on a first come first served basis so please get in touch 

quickly if you would like one of these. 

 
 

See us at Shows 
If it’s convenient and you’d like to save the postage, why not come and see 

us at one of the regular shows we attend in the Midlands and East of England 
and you can buy on the day.  

We always like to meet our customers face to face – it makes a pleasant 

change from the virtual world we seem to live in these days! 
 

Below are our forthcoming shows: 
 

Saturday Apr 21st – Tappers Running Day, Brighton Toy Museum 
Attendance by invitation only.  

 
Saturday April 28th - Rugby Vintage (Barry Potter Fairs) 

The Benn Hall, Newbold Road, Rugby, Warwickshire, CV21 2LN - 10.30am 
to 3.30pm 

 
Sunday April 29th – NEC (Barry Potter Fairs) 

Hall 18, National Exhibition Centre, Birmingham, B40 1NT – 10:30am to 
3:30pm 

 

Monday Apr 30th – NAROGG (Northants & Rutland O Gauge Group) 
Harringworth Village Hall, Gretton Road, Harringworth, Northants, NN17 

3AD – 4:00pm to 8:30pm 
Everyone and all O Gauge welcome, £3.00 entry 

 
Monday May 7th - Cotswolds Area HRCA Meeting, Rye Hill Golf Club 

Milcombe, Banbury, OX15 4RU – 4:00pm to 9:00pm 
 

Tuesday May 22nd – Fulbourn, Cambridge (HRCA Running Night) 
Fullbourn Village Library, The Swifts, Haggis Gap, Fulbourn, Cambs CB21 

5HD – 6:30pm to 9:00pm (‘OO’ and ‘O’ Gauge layouts) 
 

Saturday May 26th - Sandown Park (Barry Potter Fairs) 
Sandown Exhibition Centre, Sandown Park Racecourse, Portsmouth Road, 

Esher, Surrey, KT10 9AJ - 10:30am to 3:00pm 
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Ordering from WJVintage is Easy 

Online 
Please use the new website as a shop window and then place you order by 

using the dropdown menu on each product page to select and submit the 
item you wish to purchase. This automatically sends me your details and I 

will be in touch to confirm your requirements and take payment. 
Alternatively select what you want and then give me a call or email me. 

Whichever method you use I will get back to you asap and I can confirm 

stock, particularly for highly limited items, and postage options. Please see 
below for full contact details. 

 
Credit Card 

We have a credit/debit card facility so you can telephone and place your 
order with us by calling 07711 092497 – please have your card to hand 

when calling.  
 

Cheque 
If you would prefer to pay by cheque, that is no problem either. Just 

download the order form from our website and complete your 
requirements. Then make a cheque out for the total and post both order 

form and cheque to us at the address shown. Please make cheques 
payable to WJVintage. 

 

Email 
Alternatively, you can place your order by email and payment can then 

be made either by card, PayPal or cheque. Please note our email address 
is: wjvintage@outlook.com 

 
Shows 

We also take the credit/debit card machine to all our shows. 
 

 
 

All the best 

Paul 

  ********* 
 

 

 
 

 

       WJVintage                    Tel: 07711 092497        www.wjvintage.co.uk 

mailto:wjvintage@outlook.com

