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Welcome to the October issue of the WJVintage Newsletter. This is
quite a significant milestone issue for me, as this month I celebrate
seven years as a business! Seven years!! Wow, who would have
thought back in October 2011 that I’d make it to seven years and
beyond? Probably not me!
And as for the ‘seven-year itch’ – not a chance I am glad to say! In
all honesty, the past seven years have been some of the most
rewarding of my business career. I have met some truly
wonderful people, have forged many new friendships and I have
developed excellent working relationships with my main
suppliers, from the Czech Republic, India and the Far East.
Of course, it hasn’t all been plain sailing. I have made the odd
mistakes along the way – but who in business hasn’t? I’m sure I
will make more in the future too, but I just hope I learn from
them and make less and less as I go!
Most important of all, I have enjoyed the support of a fantastic
customer base, which has grown year on year, with many coming
back to buy from me time and time again. I am really so grateful
to each and every one of you.
So, thank you one and all and here’s to the next seven years!
Now, on with the newsletter. Boy, have I been to some great
events over the past month, the culmination of which was the
NAROGG running-day at Wansford. As always, reports on all will
be found below in the ‘Out and About’ section.
On the new product front there are also some exciting new
developments so scroll down a little further to see what’s on offer
in the ‘What’s New’ section.
Until next month
Keep playing trains!
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Out and About

Bassett-Lowke Society Running Day - Digswell
Saturday Sept 22nd
The regular Bassett-Lowke Society meets, first at Hatfield and more
recently moved to Digswell, were amongst the first I attended when I
started my business. To this day they never fail to provide some
memorable, beautiful and rare items to drool over. This meet was no
exception!
I have always enjoyed a nice slow-hauled freight train and so when
Jonathan Bryant set up a lovely rake of tank wagons I was naturally
drawn to it. Then I started to look more closely. There were a dozen
original Bassett-Lowke petrol tank wagons, all in excellent condition –
Esso, Pratts and Mobiloil. Each of these is probably worth between £250
and £300 so there was a very rare rake worth probably in excess of
£3000 slowly trundling round in a very unassuming manner – incredible!
Peter O’Kane always brings something interesting to run and, on this
occasion, it wasn’t just one loco, but two that caught my eye. Firstly, he
had a beautiful Midland single wheel ‘Spinner’.

Hand-built by Peter from a kit, I am always in awe of those with the skill
and patience to create such beautiful models. The crew figures were also
excellent and really suit locos like this with an open cab. Fabulous work!
The second gem of Peter’s on display was a lovely LNWR 4-6-0 ‘Prince of
Wales’ Class in beautiful lined black livery. I had certainly never seen one
2

of these before and Peter explained that he had bought it at auction in the
belief that it was possibly from the ‘Keene’ collection. It is certainly
another superb and very rare loco.

But there is more! Look at the beautiful GNR 2-4-0 locomotive shown
below. This is yet another really, rare model produced by the Rev. Parley
between the wars. It was originally fitted with a clockwork mechanism but
has now been converted to electric. I believe the clockwork mechanism
has been retained and just drops back in place, so it can be converted
back to its original specification quite easily.

There was a fabulous modern rarity on display as well. This was in the
form of Bernard Ridgeley’s Fitzroy Loco Works Gresley P2, 2-8-2 ‘Cock ‘O’
The North’. A batch of just 20 were hand-built by Pieter Penhall in
Melbourne, Australia (although he is rumoured to be considering a second
production run at some time in the near future). These are real tab and
slot tinplate construction models, very much in the style of BassettLowke, but with perhaps slightly enhanced levels of detail. The P2 really is
a beautifully finished and impressive looking model. I know of three of
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these that were purchased by UK collectors – there may well have been
more, but they are definitely a rare sight so thanks to Bernard for
bringing it along for us to admire!

Last, but by no means least, I spotted a fabulous LNER Class B3 (Ex-GCR
Class 9P) 4-6-0 ‘Valour’. This one was produced by Leeds Model Company
(LMC) and what a splendid looking locomotive she is! I had seen photos of
this loco online (there is a very nice photo in the archive of the Leeds
Steadman Trust website), but I had never seen one ‘in the flesh’ as it
were, so this was another first for me to round off another excellent meet.
The next Cowper Arms, Digswell meeting is the Christmas event on
Saturday 15th December. It will be well worth a visit.
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Vintage Toy Train Exhibition - Leigh, Saturday 29th
September
This is another of my regular shows and one I really enjoy attending,
despite slightly dwindling attendances over the past couple of years.
Whilst this autumn meet wasn’t the busiest I’ve known, it was certainly
well attended in the morning and had a good ‘buzz’ about it
Trade for me was also excellent at this show, particularly in the busy early
morning session, so I think it is fair to say that the show, formerly known
as ‘Bassett-Lowke Northern’ is still alive and kicking – long may it remain
so!
Just like waiting for a bus, you don’t see one for ages and then two come
along in quick succession. Having seen a LNWR ‘Prince of Wales’ Class at
Digswell just a week earlier (see above), here at Leigh there was a
fabulous Gauge 1 LNWR ‘Experiment’ Class locomotive. In reality, these
were almost identical locos, the ‘Prince of Wales’ being a super-heated
version of the ‘Experiment’. I am getting closer to being tempted by
Gauge 1 every time I see models like this – just beautiful!

5

Something else that struck me as particularly tempting was a really nice
condition, original, electric Bassett-Lowke ‘Flying Scotsman’. On offer at
just £675.00 this struck me as being particularly cheap. I’d have expected
to see more like £1000.00 on a loco like this. I believe it is a good runner
too, so someone may well pick up a bargain there.

One of the great features of the Leigh shows is that there are two large O
Gauge layouts. In the main hall there is the traditional (raised centre
third) Bassett Lowke two-oval layout, whilst in the canteen area George
Johnson provides a (level third) tinplate two-oval layout. Traditionally the
former is used mainly (but not exclusively) for vintage Bassett-Lowke
running whilst on the latter anything goes, and we see a mix of old and
new from Hornby to modern ETS, Ace, WJVintage etc.

Then there is the fabulous work of John Radcliffe to admire. John really is
a superb model engineer and produces some absolutely stunning O gauge
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models in brass. Each model is a delight to behold and believe me they
run as good as they look as he often demonstrates a loco or two at Leigh.

Plus, the eagle eyed amongst you will see yet another LNWR 4-6-0
‘Experiment’ Class loco. This one is R/N 1534 ‘Westmorland’. So that’s
three in eight days - I think I’d better go and try to catch a bus! 😊

Northants & Rutland O Gauge Group – Wansford,
Saturday 6th October
This was the second annual NAROGG ‘All-Day’ event and Richard and I
were slightly nervous that the horrendous weather forecast might put
people off travelling. Needless to say, O Gauge enthusiasts are made of
sterner stuff and, despite the constant rain, we were soon grateful we
went for the slightly larger hall at Wansford this year.
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As the co-organiser I may be slightly biased, but this was such an
enjoyable day. The atmosphere was warm and friendly, and, amongst
others, we welcomed a group from the Tappers Club in Bromley, Tony
and Jez Laming from Kent and, can you believe it, Graeme Eldred of Binns
Road fame came all the way from Aberdeenshire to be with us. I think
both Richard and I were quite humbled at the distance that some people
travelled. We would both like to extend our thanks to everyone that
attended, and we hope you all enjoyed the day as much as we did.

Huge thanks also to Dave and Pete Peasant for a wonderful guest layout
which featured a marvellous arched/girder bridge as its focal backdrop,
along with a myriad of wonderful toys of the past to complete the
diorama. Thanks also to Roger Marriot for the superb Meccano display.
The attention to detail is staggering and you have to see the working
Morgan 3-Wheeler in action to believe it – quite outstanding work, as was
the working coal loader/unloader.
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The theme for the day was ‘Your Absolute Pride and Joy’ and so we were
treated to some fabulous locomotives and rolling stock. I don’t have room
to show everything, but Richard will be sending out a detailed show
newsletter very soon so do contact me if you are not on the distribution
but would like to receive it.
One item I must mention was from a newcomer, Alan Upsall. He had
inherited some O gauge from a deceased friend and thought he would
bring along one of the items to show us. It was an early 1900s Karl Bub
clockwork loco in not mint, but really excellent, original condition and as
good as you are likely to see for that age. It certainly caused quite a stir,
1) due to its age, 2) due to its rarity and 3) due to its fabulous condition.
I don’t think Alan had any real idea what a gem he possessed. Here are
some photos

If you enlarge the photo (left) you
will clearly see KBN (Karl Bub
Nurnberg) stamped into the
smokebox door
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And here is a selection of some of the other superb models that people
brought along to give a flavour. It wasn’t until I started going through
these that I realised what a LNER bias there appears to be – but then we
were located just a few miles from the east coast mainline so perhaps not
so surprising after all.

Well detailed B17 R/N 2818 ‘Wynyard Park’ belongs to 95 years young, Richard Hodding

Stunning Shire Class 4-4-0, R/N 236 ‘Lancashire’

Ace A4, ‘Kestrel’ hauling Marcus Peacock’s lovely kit-built Gresley teak coaches
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Marcus switches to a Seven Mill Models A4 ‘Silver Link’

Richard Holders latest acquisition is a stunning Fitzroy Loco Works A3 ‘Papyrus’

A French Hornby 0 Gauge clockwork 2-Car PLM Autorail
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MTH 4-6-2 Duchess of Abercorn comes with all the bells and whistles (which we didn’t get to hear)

Scratch built BR Class 45/Type 4 Diesel with an interesting history is now owned by John Mawson

Unusual Great Central 2-4-2 hauling a rake of coal wagons
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Customer Corner

Gordon Sandell is certainly flying the flag for British outline O Gauge in
Washington State, USA. He and fellow ex-pat enthusiast Ed Ives are part
of a small group who both run and exhibit traditional 3-rail O gauge with
a British flavour. The photo shows part of a modular layout that Gordon
and friends take to shows, in this case a show in Lynden WA, close to the
Canadian border. You will note the LSWR Adams Radial has somehow
strayed over the channel and is seen at Clochemerle-en-Beaujolais station
(from the Gabriel Chevalier book, The Scandals of Clochemerle, as
serialized by the BBC in the 1970s). It is in fact a JEP Grande Gare with a
French Hornby ‘Quai aux Voyageurs’ island platform. I really like the
Matchbox Yesteryear series Rolls-Royce Armoured Car which fits really
well on the WD Bogie Bolster wagon. The eagle eyed amongst you may
notice that just in front of the Adams is a figure of Professor Dumbledore
(of Harry Potter fame). Perhaps it was a bit of wizardry that transported
the Adams into the Beaujolais region of France! Great stuff Gordon and
friends – keep up the good work!

What’s New?
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LSWR/SR Adams 415 Class Radial 4-4-2T Update

The Epitome of Victorian Elegance in Locomotive Design
To those of you still awaiting your LSWR and SR Adams Radials I can only
apologise. Deliveries have been painfully slow, and I am only now
expecting the final consignment of LSWR locos in the next few days. The
SR versions will follow quickly thereafter. To be fair to everyone I have
gone down the list in order of orders being placed (and juggled a little
where certain customers were happy to wait a while longer). I can only
thank you all for your patience and reiterate that I think you will consider
they have certainly been worth the wait. I will endeavour to contact you
as quickly as possible once the stock arrives.
For those that have pre-ordered one of the black variants (SR or BR
early/late), we have ordered smaller quantities of these, so I am hopeful
they will come through fairly quickly in the next couple of months. I have
a feeling these are also going to be stunning looking models. They will all
be produced in satin black finish.
WJV01078
WJV01079
WJV01080
WJV01081
WJV01082

Adams Radial LSWR lined Adams Pea Green
Adams Radial Southern lined Maunsell Green
Adams Radial Southern unlined Black 'Sunshine' lettering
Adams Radial BR early crest lined Black
Adams Radial BR late crest lined Black

Technical Details:
❖ Precision engineered, (7mm to the foot) O gauge
models
❖ Hand built tinplate construction
❖ Beautifully tampo-printed liveries
❖ Fitted with standard (BL/Ace style) drop link couplings
❖ For 2- or 3-rail use (including raised centre 3rd)
❖ Includes ON/OFF isolating switch
❖ 12 – 14 Volts DC
❖ Super smooth drive mechanism with clutch
❖ Minimum radius 24”
Price for all versions is £450.00 each plus P&P.
Please get in touch to buy/reserve yours.

EKR Adams Radial

Last month I mentioned the possibility of producing a further run of
Adams in East Kent livery. Sadly, there has not been sufficient interest to
justify producing more parts for this run.
However, ETS do have sufficient parts over to produce just six models in
this livery, that’s three for me and three for Raylo. All my allocation is
already sold so you will have to try Colin if you have not already preordered from me.
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New Six-Wheel Milk Tankers

As we go to press we are eagerly awaiting news of the SR and LNER
versions of the new Six-Wheel Milk Tank wagons. They will follow the next
batch of Adams Radial locos, so I think we may have to be patient for
another few weeks. The SR and LNER variants are also still available to
order.
The new Milk Tank Wagons already delivered have continued to sell very
quickly. As previously reported, I am sold out of GWR variants and I now
have to report that stock of LMS is getting low also.
Remember, all four different variants are being produced with two
different running numbers, for those that may wish to order a pair to run
together.

SOLD OUT
LOW STOCK

Quantities of each livery are extremely limited, and demand is proving to
be high so do please place your orders early to avoid disappointment.
Below is the full list of livery variants.

United Dairies Six-Wheel Milk Tankers
WJV01089
WJV01090
WJV01091
WJV01092

United Dairies GWR – SOLD OUT
United Dairies LMS – LOW STOCK
United Dairies SR
United Dairies LNER

The price for these is £55.00 each plus P&P.
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Coming Soon
GNR/LNER Bogie Brick Wagon/Sulphate Wagon

Development of the Bogie Brick Wagon is moving ahead at a fair pace!
The prototype shown above gives a feel for what is to come, whereas the
artworks below show what the final print will look like on the first two
releases.

Liveries will include:
GNR Brick Wagon, LNER Brick Wagon, BR (Eastern) Brick Wagon,
LNER Sulphate wagon
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Once again, all four different variants will be produced with two different
running numbers, for those that may wish to order a pair to run together.
Each wagon will be priced at £85.00 each plus P&P.

New City Builder Kit
It has been a while since we last saw anything new from SAM Toys and
their City Builder range of cardboard O gauge building kits. So, I am
delighted to announce the imminent arrival of a fantastic new Corner
Supermarket kit.

This is quite a large model with lots of detail and will certainly make an
impressive addition to your layout
All parts are laser cut and require just minimal cutting out. The full-colour
assembly instructions are very clear and easy to follow making this an
ideal rainy Sunday afternoon project, particularly as the nights draw in.
All you will need to complete the kit is a craft knife, PVA glue (or similar
card glue) and a little patience as you do have to let things dry between
stages!
The price for the new Supermarket will be £28.95 plus P&P
I should have stock in the next week or so.
All other City Builder kits are still available as priced on my website whilst
stocks last.
However, when I re-order there are going to be some hefty increases
coming so I would advise you to get your Christmas orders in early.
There have been changes to the Indian tax system, plus major increases
in courier costs from India and I’m afraid these factors, coupled with the
continuing poor pound exchange rate, mean the inevitable result will be
higher prices. I will obviously try to keep these increases to a minimum.
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See us at Shows

If it’s convenient and you’d like to save the postage, why not come and see
us at one of the regular shows we attend in the Midlands and East of England
or (I can now say) occasionally in Mainland Europe, and you can buy on the
day.
We always like to meet our customers face to face – it makes a pleasant
change from the virtual world we seem to live in these days!
Below are our forthcoming shows:
Sunday Oct 28th – Reading Vintage
Rivermead Leisure Complex, Richfield Ave, Reading, RG1 8EQ – 10:30am
to 3:00pm
Saturday Nov 3rd – TCS Autumn meet
Trinity Methodist Church Hall, Narborough Road, Leicester, LE3 2RD 10:00 am - 4:00 pm, £3.00 entry
Monday Nov 5th - Cotswolds Area HRCA Meeting, Rye Hill Golf Club,
Milcombe, Banbury, OX15 4RU – 4:00pm to 9:00pm
Tuesday Nov 6th - HRCA Merseyside Area Meeting
Preston Brook Village Hall, Preston Brook, Cheshire WA7 3AW - 4.00pm to
9.00pm
Saturday Nov 10th – Sandown Park (Barry Potter Fairs)
Sandown Exhibition Centre, Sandown Park Racecourse, Portsmouth Road,
Esher, Surrey, KT10 9AJ - 10:30am to 3:30pm
Mon Nov 26th – NAROGG (Northants & Rutland O Gauge Group)
Harringworth Village Hall, Gretton Road, Harringworth, Northants, NN17
3AD – 4:00pm to 8:30pm Theme ’50 Shades of Red’
Everyone and all O Gauge welcome, £3.00 entry
Tuesday Nov 27th – Fulbourn, Cambridge (HRCA Running Night)
Fulbourn Village Library, The Swifts, Haggis Gap, Fulbourn, Cambs CB21
5HD – 6:30pm to 9:00pm (‘OO’ and ‘O’ Gauge layouts)

Ordering from WJVintage is Easy
Online
Please use the new website as a shop window and then place you order by
using the dropdown menu on each product page to select and submit the
item you wish to purchase. This automatically sends me your details and I
will be in touch to confirm your requirements and take payment.
Alternatively select what you want and then give me a call or email me.
Whichever method you use I will get back to you asap and I can confirm
stock, particularly for highly limited items, and postage options. Please see
below for full contact details.
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Credit Card
We have a credit/debit card facility, so you can telephone and place your
order with us by calling 07711 092497 – please have your card to hand
when calling.
Cheque
If you would prefer to pay by cheque, that is no problem either. Just
download the order form from our website and complete your
requirements. Then make a cheque out for the total and post both order
form and cheque to us at the address shown. Please make cheques
payable to WJVintage.
Email
Alternatively, you can place your order by email and payment can then
be made either by card, PayPal or cheque. Please note our email address
is: wjvintage@outlook.com
Shows
We also take the credit/debit card machine to all our shows.

All the best

Paul
WJVintage

*********
Tel: 07711 092497
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www.wjvintage.co.uk

