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Welcome to the August edition of the WJVintage Newsletter. 

Whilst many of you are probably still in summer holiday mode, 
here at WJVintage we have been hard at work in the background 

with new product developments and I am pleased to announce 
that the time has now come to announce our latest, brand new, 

exclusive locomotive release – due to arrive around November. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I have worked in the hobby industry for nearly 30 years, and I 

have to say I find these moments as exciting today, as they were 
when I first started in the business. The biggest difference 

between then and now is that, as a self-employed operator these 
days, the excitement is also mixed with a little apprehension. It 

requires a considerable financial investment to bring new 
products to the market and there are, of course, no guarantees of 

success! 

However, I am confident that the new loco will go down well with 
many/most of you. What is it? I hear you say – well I’m afraid you 

will have to scroll down through the newsletter to find out. All the 
details are given in the ‘What’s New’ section as always.  

Whilst scrolling, don’t forget to stop by the rest of the news as I 
have been to some more excellent events and, in particular the 

HRCA Cambridge Group celebrated 10 years together in fine style 
last month, so do read the report below in the ‘Out and About’ 

section. 
There are lots of other interesting items and products to peruse in 

the newsletter so do enjoy your read. 
 

 
Until next month  

Keep Enjoying Your Trains! 

WJVintage  

August 2019 Newsletter 
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HRCA Cambridge Area, Fulbourn – 23rd July 2019 
This was a very special meeting for the Cambridge Group as it 

represented the 10th Anniversary of the meetings. It was one of 
the best HRCA regional meets I have attended in a long while 

with a bumper turnout, friendly atmosphere and some really nice 

trains and accessories to drool over. 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As it was a special event, Roger Burton had set the theme as ‘bring 

something that has a special meaning to you’. There really were some 
fantastic exhibits to admire and I shall highlight a few that particularly 

caught my eye. 
Starting with some Hornby and Chris Freeman brought along 2 

immaculate No1 Special Tanks, both electric driven and to be honest both 
looked as if they were almost brand, spanking new! I know these aren’t 

terribly rare but in this condition they looked superb. 

 

Out and About 
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Continuing the Hornby theme and Dave Pink was exhibiting another 
version of the No.1 Special – this time the tender version with clockwork 

drive, in the less common, but absolutely beautiful, black lined LMS 
scheme. I have a feeling this was a restoration but if so, it was done to an 

amazing standard. 

 
Roger Burton had a very interesting LMS Johnson Spinner Single Wheeler, 
made by Bing for Bassett-Lowke circa 1920. The story is as follows: Roger 

was given the loco body many years ago by the widow of a close friend. 
For years he hunted for a matching tender to go with it – but with no 

success. That was until recently, when a trip to Rugby Vintage unearthed 
the correct tender attached to an Apollo loco. Roger acquired loco and 

tender and was later able to match the Apollo to its correct tender and he 
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sold it on. Meanwhile Mike Green at Wynford Classics supplied a mech for 
the Spinner in kit form and after much hard work and ‘fettling’ the result 

is a very pleasing little locomotive indeed – and a fitting tribute to Roger’s 
deceased good friend who had originally owned the body. 

 
I have often thought that the Triang Big, Big, Train featured some rather 
realistic mouldings that were produced to look like toys. For example, I 

believe that the mineral wagon body, if resprayed, lettered and matched 

to an ETS wagon chassis, would make a rather nice piece (and be a lot 
lighter in weight than the Darstaed Mineral Wagons). That is nothing to 

what Robin Blee has achieved (albeit over several decades). Back in the 
1970s he acquired the body of a Big Big Blue Flier loco. At the time he 

was mainly into OO gauge, so the body was put aside as a future 
‘project’. However, it was never forgotten and slowly but surely, he 

acquired first bogies, then motors and eventually he decided to create a 
rather nice O Gauge Class 35 Diesel. The result is shown below. It runs at 

20 volts, 2-rail, and is said to be ‘slow but very powerful’ and is a bit of a 
‘growler’. I think it looks fantastic. Nice display base too! 

 
I can’t finish without a word about Martin Dawes’ latest acquisition, which 
he rightly deemed ‘special’ enough to put on display. Purchased recently 
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at the Tappers LMC day, Martin got hold of the most beautiful O Gauge 
breakdown crane for an absolute ‘song’. It is a one-off, scratch-built 

model and features several clock-wheel parts to create a fully working 
crane mechanism. The workmanship is quite superb and the finish 

incredibly realistic in Caledonian Railway brown/bauxite livery. The maker 
even went to the trouble of making a custom box for it with a photo of the 

real thing as a label. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

HRCA Cotswold Group, Rye Hill Golf Club, Mon 5th 
August, 2019 
The Cotswolds Group has been meeting at Rye Hill for around 18 months 

now and the venue has proven to be very popular, with numbers 

constantly around the 40 mark, sometimes more. The August meeting 
was another excellent, well-attended event. 

 
 

 



6 
 

The theme for this month’s meeting was British Rail which is not too 
taxing a subject for most collectors and there were certainly plenty of BR 

locos and rolling stock to be seen. 
The O Gauge boys had the best of this meet as, in addition to the normal 

layout, Mike Tomkins brought a guest layout featuring both electric and 
clockwork 

 
 

Here is a selection of ‘on theme’ loco photos, vintage and modern, from 

the main layout. The first one is interesting. I took the photo and didn’t 
initially spot the deliberate error with this Britannia ‘Alfred the Great’. No 

idea what the story behind this is! 
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Once again, another terrific meeting with a wonderful, friendly, 

atmosphere. We even had a delegation of guests from Mortimer HRCA 

group pop over – so the word must be spreading!  

I have to say, the food is generally pretty good at Rye Hill. However, on 

this occasion it was absolutely first class. Really tasty home-made beef-

burgers with chips, various salads and relishes. There was certainly 

nothing left at the end, so I guess they went down well with everybody!  

Never let it be said that we judge a good model railway meet by the food 

on offer ……… but it certainly helps       

 

 

 
Hunslet Austerity/LNER Class J94, 0-6-0ST 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Yes, the wraps are off and our 2nd loco release of 2019 is now announced! 
The new WJVintage/Raylo collaboration is the wartime Austerity/LNER 

Class J94 0-6-0 Saddle Tank. As many/most of you will know, this loco was 

due to be manufactured by another company a couple of years ago. 
However, they decided not to continue with the project and ever since I have 

been inundated with questions about why it never materialised. Well now it 
has, and what a little beauty it promises to be! 

Actually, it hasn’t physically materialised just yet, but first deliveries are due 
to arrive around November 2019 and I will happily accept pre-orders in the 

meantime. The prototype will be arriving in the next couple of weeks and 
Colin Toten and I will be sharing it in order to let as many of you as possible 

What’s New? 

Photos shown are pre-production prototype models. 

Production models will be subject to amendments/improvements 
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see it/run it as shows/meetings we attend. 
  

  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Technical Specification 
- 7mm to the foot (O gauge) model 

- Switchable 2/3 rail coarse scale operation 
- 12–14 Volts DC 

- Suitable for 2ft radius curves 
- Powerful electric motor with permanent magnets 

- Smooth mechanism with clutch drive 
 

Price will be £375.00 each plus P&P 
 

Have Your Say 
There are so many liveries possible with this locomotive that we have so 

far confirmed the most obvious only, but there is an opportunity for 
collectors to shape the others. We will make the liveries that are most 

requested so please let us know what you would like to see. We make no 

promises, but the most popular selections will be considered for full 
production.  

I look forward to hearing from you. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Confirmed Liveries    Liveries Under Consideration 
LNER Unlined Black 8008    British Army Green    

‘British Railways’ Unlined Black 68061  
 BR (early crest) Unlined Black 68017  
BR (late crest) Unlined Black 68012  Lined Blue ‘Wilbert’ (as preserved) 

LMR Blue Lined 196     
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Sentinel Update 
As I write, I am still awaiting the final Sentinel in LNER lined livery. It is 

summertime, and holidays have delayed things slightly, but I am still 
hopeful these will be shipped by the end of August. I will contact all 

customers with pre-orders as soon as they arrive. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Please let me know as soon as possible if you would like to be added to 

the list. They are priced at £275.00 each plus P&P and are supplied as 3-
rail only (2-rail to special order but please let me know quickly as I will 

have to finalise numbers soon). 
 

Please see my website for full details of all the Sentinels that are currently 
available – www.wjvintage.co.uk 

 

More from Graham Lock 

 

 

 

 

 

The range of container loads from Graham Lock has grown since last 

month. 

So, I am now pleased to be able to offer 2 further styles of container in 

the form of Southern Railway and British Railways Engineering 

Department (see above). 

Measuring 97mm x 43mm x 50mm (LxWxH), they fit nicely into the 

Bassett-Lowke (Leicester) 3-plank wagons as shown below. 

Also available are British Railways Furniture, British Railways Door to 

Door Furniture and British Railways Insul-Meat. 

          

 

http://www.wjvintage.co.uk/
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Graham Lock Figures 

 

 

 

 

Don’t forget Graham also produces these popular figure sets. Each 
includes a driver and fireman figure, cast in white metal and hand painted 

at £15.00 plus P&P per set. 
Choose from: 

Pre-nationalisation (paler blue) - fireman resting on shovel 
Pre-nationalisation - fireman shovelling 

Post-nationalisation (dark blue) - fireman resting on shovel 
Post-nationalisation – fireman shovelling 

There are now also Guard figures priced at £7.50 each plus P&P and with 

a choice of Green or Red flag 

 

Darstaed LMS Period 2 Corridor Coaches 
I have a couple of coaches available that were originally part of Darstaed 

3-piece sets. They are pre-owned but virtually unused. Both feature 
detailed interiors and are wired for illumination (which requires the Brake 

3rd from Set A which has the collector spoon fitted). They are both 
supplied in sturdy card boxes for storage/protection 

 
 

  

They are produced from high quality printed 

paper wraps around solid wooden formers. Each 
container is priced at £13.00 each plus P&P. I 

have only a few in stock but I can easily source 
more so let me know if you would like any of 

these. Graham hand makes these to order (in 
his spare time) so please be patient as it may 

take a it may take a week or so to get stocks in 
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Brake 1st 15556 (from Set B) 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

3rd Class 3033 (from Set C) 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Both coaches are priced at just £70.00 each plus P&P and are available 

on a strictly first come, first served basis. 

 
 
The Alan Cliff Collection 
The Reverend Alan Cliff is well known for his series of children’s books 
about ‘Jack the Station Cat’. He also has a significant collection of O 

gauge trains and has decided that now is the time to thin out somewhat. I 
am pleased to be able to offer some of the modern issue pieces that Alan 

Please note the coach colours are identical so 

please ignore the difference in the photos. I 
used a phone camera for the 1st/brake and my 
Nikon for the 3rd – quite a difference! 
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has decided to part with. These are all lightly used but in (mainly) 
immaculate condition and are offered at very realistic prices.  

Note - A few more items have sold and a few more have been added 
since last month. At the time of going to press the following are still 

available: 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ace Trains CR 439 Class 0-4-4T, 
Caledonian lined Blue and 

complete with driver & fireman 
figures 

£450.00 plus P&P 

Ace Trains GER/LNER G5 Class 
0-4-4T, GER lined Green and 

complete with driver & fireman 
figures 

£380.00 plus P&P 

Vintage Trains LNER J19 Class 

0-6-0 Tender engine, LNER 
lined Black  

£300.00 plus P&P 
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Darstaed Pannier Tank 0-6-0T, 
London transport lined Maroon  

£320.00 plus P&P 

Darstead Jinty 0-6-0T 
SDJR unlined Blue 

£225.00 plus P&P 
Note – there are some paint 
scatches on this loco. I think with a 
suitable shade of blue paint they 
could easily be repaired as the 

scratches are mainly on edges of 
windows/chassis – see below 

ETS #203 – General 

Electric Loco – NER 
Unlined Green – 3-rail only 

£325.00 plus P&P 
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Also available (not pictured) 

Darstaed 6-Wheel Combination Van – LNWR - £50.00 plus P&P 

Darstaed 6-Wheel Parcels Van (x2) – LBSCR - £50.00 plus P&P 
Darstaed 6-Wheel Luggage Van – GWR - £50.00 plus P&P 

Darstaed 6-Wheel Milk Van Van – CR - £50.00 plus P&P 
Darstaed 6-Wheel Full Brake Van – CR - £50.00 plus P&P 

Darstaed 6-Wheel Milk Van Van – SR - £50.00 plus P&P 

Darstaed 6-Wheel Full Brake Van – LT/Met - £50.00 plus P&P 
WJVintage 4-Wheel PO Wagon – Cadbury’s - £25.00 plus P&P 

 
All items are offered on a first come, first served basis. Please check with 

me for latest availability as I am also offering the above at shows 

 

Commission Sales 
I feel I should just make a brief statement about commission sales. 
Following the listing of the Alan Cliff Collection, I have had several 

enquiries from readers asking whether I could sell collections or individual 
items for them. 

As most of you are aware, I am a one-man band and I cannot afford to 
turn all my business over to sales on behalf of customers. I sell these at a 

much-reduced margin to my normal product offerings and in some 

respects, they actually compete with my own offerings. 
To his effect, I have established the rule that I will only take on one 

collection at a time. This enables me to concentrate on marketing that 
collection until it is sold, and it will get prominent positioning on sales 

tables, in the newsletter and on my website. 
 

There is of course a positive side to commission sales as well. It gives me 
a broader, more interesting product offering, and I don’t have any capital 

outlay – until the product is sold.  
 

In conclusion, yes, I am very happy to consider selling items for you, but 
please be patient because if I already have a list of customers waiting, it 

may be a while before I get to you. However, I feel this is the fairest way 
to approach commission sales and this way everyone gets my fullest 

attention. 

 
Thank you for your understanding and also for your confidence in me to 

act on your behalf!       
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NAROGG (Northants & Rutland O Gauge Group) All-Day 
Running - Saturday 12th October, 2019 - 10am to 4pm 

Christie Hall, Elton Road, Wansford, Cambs PE8 6JS  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Just a quick note to remind everyone that, following the success of last 

year’s event, we are once again holding a full day of running at the 

Christie Hall in Wansford. We will again have two O Gauge layouts in 

operation, and we have already sold all our sales tables, so everything is 

set for a great day. Remember, there is also a bring-and-buy table if you 

have anything you would like to sell. 

I hope to have the use of the village minibus so if there is a group that 

would like collecting/dropping off from/to Peterborough station, I will 

happily do this. Please let me know asap so that we can co-ordinate 

everyone. 

Theme for the day is ‘Continental’ but this is only a very relaxed 

suggestion – anything goes so please just bring something to run. 

‘Christie Hall’ is located in Wansford’s main Elton Road, just west of the 
A1 (actually on what was the old A1). It is a larger hall with better 

parking than the Harringworth Hall and a well-equipped kitchen, so I think 

it really ticks all the boxes in terms of facilities. It is also wheelchair 
friendly with good access via a sloped path. 

 
Richard and I look forward to welcoming you on October 12th. 

See you there! 
 

 
See us at Shows 

If it’s convenient and you’d like to save the postage, why not come and see 

us at one of the regular shows we attend in the Midlands and East of England 
or occasionally in Mainland Europe, and you can buy on the day.  
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We always like to meet our customers face to face – it makes a pleasant 
change from the virtual world we seem to live in these days! 

 
Below are our forthcoming shows: 

 
Monday August 19th – NAROGG (Northants & Rutland O Gauge 

Group) Harringworth Village Hall, Gretton Road, Harringworth, 
Northants, NN17 3AD – 4:00pm to 8:30pm 

Everyone and all O Gauge welcome, £3.00 entry 
 

Monday Sept 2nd - Cotswolds Area HRCA Meeting, Rye Hill Golf Club, 
Milcombe, Banbury, OX15 4RU – 4:00pm to 9:00pm. Theme – Mainline 

Locos 
 

Saturday Sept 7th – Bassett-Lowke Society Running Day, Digswell 

The Cowper Arms, 31 Station Road, Digswell, Welwyn, Herts, AL6 0EA – 
10:30am to 3:30pm 
Please note The Cowper Arms is next to Welwyn North Station 

 
Sunday Sept 8th – St Ives Toy and Train Fair  

- formerly Huntingdon (JJ Webb Fairs) 
One Leisure St Ives, Burgess Hall Events and Conference Centre, 

Westwood Road, St Ives, Cambridgeshire, PE27 6WU – 10:00am to 

2:30pm 
 

Sunday Sept 15th – NEC (Barry Potter Fairs) 
Hall 18, National Exhibition Centre, Birmingham, B40 1NT – 10:30am to 

3:30pm – Free Parking for all visitors. 
 
 

Ordering from WJVintage is Easy 

Online 

Please use the WJVintage website as a shop window and then place you 

order by using the dropdown menu on each product page to select and 

submit the item you wish to purchase. This automatically sends me your 
details and I will be in touch to confirm your requirements and take 

payment. Alternatively select what you want and then give me a call or email 
me. Whichever method you use I will get back to you asap and I can confirm 

stock, particularly for highly limited items, and postage options. Please see 
below for full contact details. 

 
Credit Card 

We have a credit/debit card facility, so you can telephone and place your 
order with us by calling 07711 092497 – please have your card to hand 

when calling.  
 

  

NEW VENUE! 
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Cheque 
If you would prefer to pay by cheque, that is no problem either. Just 

download the order form from our website and complete your 
requirements. Then make a cheque out for the total and post both order 

form and cheque to us at the address shown. Please make cheques 
payable to WJVintage. 

 
Email 

Alternatively, you can place your order by email and payment can then 
be made either by card, PayPal or cheque. Please note our email address 

is: wjvintage@outlook.com 
 

Shows 
We also take the credit/debit card machine to all our shows. 

 
 

Best Wishes 

Paul 

  ********* 
 
        WJVintage                    Tel: 07711 092497        www.wjvintage.co.uk 

mailto:wjvintage@outlook.com
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=371317419566052&ref=br_rs

