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Welcome to a very special edition of the WJVintage newsletter. I 

am pleased, and proud to say that this month my little business 

celebrates eight years of trading. I find it hard to believe it and 

boy, how it has flown by! What a lot has changed over that time 

as well. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The most obvious to me is the sheer number of products I have 

developed. Up to and including all the recent Sentinels my list 

stands at 110 bespoke WJVintage product numbers. I never 

would have dreamt of that many, way back in 2011. Perhaps I 

should publish the list some time? A book even??       

Being one half of the NAROGG founding partners with Richard 

Holder is another project I would never have thought possible 
back then, let alone having our meetings featured on the front 

cover of the latest HRCA journal! Plus, we have just completed our 
most successful all-day running event to-date. You can read all 

about it in the ‘Out and About’ feature below – quite extraordinary 
and rather humbling, but at the same time great fun. 

Of course, most of my success and development is down to you 

readers - my loyal and friendly customers. Thanks to you all and 

may we continue to have fun for many years to come! 

Until next month  

Keep Enjoying Your Trains!  

WJVintage  

October 2019 Newsletter 
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Vintage North West Model Railway Exhibition, St 
Joseph’s Hall, Leigh, Saturday 28th September 
This is the show formerly known as Bassett-Lowke Northern and 
it is traditionally one of my favourites as it combines business 

with a little bit of pleasure as a small group of us stay over and 
always meet up for dinner and a glass or two of wine. 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

On this occasion the group consisted of myself along with Bassett-Lowke 

Society stalwarts Mike Green and John Ingram, plus Mike Delaney and 

Graham Willcocks (the latter two trading for the very first time at this 

show). I do hope they both enjoyed themselves as both had travelled a 

considerable distance to be there – Graham all the way from the south 

coast! 

If I am honest, the show was once again a little too quiet for my liking. 

My trading was pretty good, but the atmosphere was lacking a certain 

‘buzz’ as only 60-something people passed through the doors. A show of 

this size, and with the quality of traders and running locos that it attracts, 

should easily be targeting 100-plus in my humble opinion. I really hope 

the organisers can get their advertising properly targeted going forward 

and that we see this show grow in the way that I see other shows and 

events growing. It deserves to flourish if only for the excellent lunchtime 

hotpot!!       

 

 

 

  

Out and About 
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That said, it was an enjoyable day and, being quite quiet, I was able to 

slide away from my table for a while to test the brand new LNER Class 

J94 prototype on the large 3-rail tinplate track layout in the hall adjacent 

to where I exhibit. I have to say it performed superbly well hauling both 

coaches and wagons on the three-rail tinplate track and received 

admirable glances and comments from those watching.  

 
 

 
 

I have posted a short piece of video on the WJVintage Facebook page, or 
you can view it on Youtube by clicking on the following link: 

https://youtu.be/C77UVi5C15g 
The other large layout is the Bassett-Lowke one and this uses raised 

centre third track. Sadly, the under-chassis clearance on the J94 is not 
quite sufficient to handle the raised centre rail, so be aware it needs a 

level centre rail to run properly. This layout was busy all day with mainly 
vintage locomotives by, or in the style of, Bassett-Lowke, Marklin, Bing 

etc.  

https://youtu.be/C77UVi5C15g
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HRCA, Cotswolds Group Running Meet, Rye Hill Golf 
Club, Banbury, Monday 7th October 
Southern Railways (SR) is always a popular theme offering 

plenty of scope for different model types and this certainly 
proved to be the case at the October meeting of the Cotswold 

HRCA Group. 
 

 

Elsewhere I was really pleased to see several rather nice OO gauge 
layouts as well. This show really does offer a bit of everything and, with 

such a friendly atmosphere, it really does deserve to do better.  

 
Why not pay a visit next year. Everybody is assured of a warm welcome 

and a decent ‘brew’! The 2020 dates will be published soon, and I will try 

to flag them up in the newsletter as soon as they are confirmed. 
 

***** 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Poor weather and the nights drawing in suggested the turnout might not 

be as good as it has been over the summer months, but this turned out 
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not to be the case as, once again, around 40 enthusiasts turned out, with 

many bringing ‘on theme’ trains to run and others ‘interpretations’ of the 

theme to add a light-hearted feel to the already relaxed atmosphere. 

 

 

Not surprisingly the main O gauge layout was awash with shades of 

Maunsell and Malachite Green. There was a beautiful Eton, Lord Nelson 

and Spam Can, plus a really nice Southern EMU, not forgetting a hard-

working Hornby Type 51 0-4-0 tender loco which spent most of the night 

hauling a very special goods train. Notably this included two flat wagons 

carrying a large letter ‘S’ and a large letter ‘R’, a Gibbs ‘SR’ advertising 

wagon and a ‘Southern’ fried chicken advertising wagon – you could say 

this train was ‘southern’ through and through! 

 



7 
 

 

 

Definitely worthy of note on the wagon front were Fred Phillips’ fantastic 

rake of SR insulated vans. These were all restorations of pre-loved 

Hornby vans and the full rake of 14 vans came together over many years 

with friend Eric finishing the majority in fairly recent times. Whilst Fred 

was quite keen to point out the minor differences in the lettering between 

the very first produced and the most recent, actually to the average 

enthusiast they just look like a really impressive rake (I had to look 

closely to see they were re-paints) and they did look nice behind a 

Malachite Ace Spam Can. 
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Away from the pure Hornby it was nice to see Len Mills with the prototype 

of a forthcoming Great Western Mogul and also with a very rare (1 of 2 

produced) Ace streamlined Coronation Class ‘Queen Elizabeth’. 

 

 

Another very rare modern tinplate loco was one of yours truly’s Adams 

Radials. The East Kent Railway (EKR) example is one of only 6 pieces 

produced and this particular one was brought along by John Reed. 
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Northants and Rutland O Gauge Group (NAROGG) 
Running Day – Wansford Village Hall, Saturday 12th 
October 
As one of the organisers it is quite difficult to remain objective 

about the NAROGG all-day running event. However, no doubt 
with a degree of bias I have to say that this was a fantastic day 

and I thoroughly enjoyed myself – although I was exhausted by 
Saturday evening! 

 

 

All in all, this was another very enjoyable meeting, topped off beautifully 

by Hassan’s excellent choice of chicken and sausage casserole dishes 

which were both very warming on such a cold, damp night – to the point 

where I even availed myself of seconds as there was plenty available! 

***** 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

We (Richard, Dave and Pete Peasant and I) did the bulk of the setting up 

on Friday evening. Huge thanks are due to Dave and Peter for creating, 

once again, such a brilliant display layout. It really has to be seen to be 

believed.  

Saturday was an early start as I still had to set up my own table, greet 

the traders and then get over to Peterborough Station in the minibus to 

collect our guests from Tappers. By the time we returned the day was in 

full swing – and boy did it swing. 

We had our best NAROGG attendance yet and an absolutely fabulous 

selection of running stock, old, new, Continental and British outline, there 

were some absolute gems. What is more, the atmosphere throughout the 

day was brilliant, with, as far as I could determine everyone adhering to 

the running book so hopefully everyone got to run what they wanted to 

run.  
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As usual, Richard is going to produce a full report on the meeting, so he 

has all the running sheets with the loco descriptions and owners’ names. I 

will therefore make this more of a pictorial report and if you are not on 

Richard’s mailing list and would like to be, please drop me an email and 

I’ll get you added. 
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We were brilliantly supported by our traders and I would like to thank 

them all for coming – Mike Green (Bassett-Lowke Society), David Peacock 

(Leeds Steadman Trust), Bruce Palmer, Martin Bloxham and Graham 

Lock. A special mention and thanks go to John Lacey for his magnificent 

Meccano Showman’s Engine. It was huge, really impressive and a talking 

point throughout the day. Finally, thanks also to those that brought items 

for the ‘Bring and Buy’ table. I hope you all managed to sell some items. 

 

In the kitchen the girls also deserve a mention (and probably a medal 

each      ) as they were flat out all day. Teas, coffees and biscuits in the 

morning, hot sausage rolls, mushroom rolls, cheese scones and 

sandwiches at lunchtime, plus a fabulous selection of cakes in the 
afternoon.  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
What a great job they did and the funniest moment for me was when they 

announced late in the afternoon that cakes were half price. Len Mills (of 



12 
 

Ace Trains fame) put his fingers in his ears and made out he didn’t hear. 
If you know Len, you will already appreciate that he eats cake as if it is 

going out of fashion and at this stage, he had already been back to the 
counter several times for replenishments! 

At the end of the day a great team effort was rewarded with a fabulous 
event and thank you to absolutely everyone that came along to support 

us and make it such a special day. See you all next year, I hope! 
 

***** 

 

 

Remember the song? Phyllis Nelson’s rather soulful, smoochy ballad from 

1985 – Ah, those were the days! Well, sadly this feature has nothing to 

do with that song at all. It does however aim to look at the possibility of 

moving closer, or should I say coupling bodies closer together than with 

the drop link couplings we tend to use as standard in coarse scale. 

I did touch on this a few years ago in relation to the Terrier and 

suggested that the loco’s appearance could be improved somewhat with a 

coupling manufactured as a repro of the Leeds Model Company type. See 

below for before (left) and after shots. 

   

At that time, I didn’t take things any further, but I now have one or two 

customers who have expressed a further interest in a revised smaller 

coupling. In particular, Michael Yorke has conducted a number of tests 

and experiments and he has come up with a new solution. Michael has 

looked at the standard LMC repro coupling and has amended the design 

to suit both locos and wagons from the WJVintage/ETS fold. He has 

come up with a modified coupling design that has two pivot holes, one to 

suit locos and one to suit wagons. The hole diameter has also been 

increased so they accept the standard ETS metric pivot screws. 

 

‘Move closer, move your body real close until ….’ 
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The photo above shows modified coupling (top) and original. In practice 

they certainly make a noticeable difference as you will see from the 

photos below (rather hastily shot at the NAROGG running day from the 

galley counter!) which show the standard set up and then the modified. 

What do you think? 

 

 

One query that was raised was the question of potential buffer lock, 

particularly when pushing a rake of wagons. Well Michael has been very 

thorough in his testing and took this into account. He believes the 

distance between the wagons is now such, that they will happily stand 

being pushed round a 2 ft radius bend without any hint of buffer lock. So 

confident is he that he made up a short train and ran it on the 2ft radius 

curves on the inner circuit of Dave and Pete Peasant’s layout at NAROGG. 

I have uploaded the results to Youtube and you can see the excellent 

visual effect and the performance when being pushed by clicking on the 

following link: https://youtu.be/Unsq0rsRDf8 

Michael has commissioned a small batch of these couplings from a 
specialist metal fabricator. These are mainly for his own personal use, but 

he is kindly going to let me have some for initial evaluation and hopefully 

sales. I don’t have confirmed prices finalised yet, but I do know that if the 

https://youtu.be/Unsq0rsRDf8
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order size is increased for future runs, so the price will come down quite 
considerably. It will therefore very much depend on the level of interest. 

More on this next month. Do let me know if you are interested and, 
hopefully they will be as big a hit with you as Phyllis Nelson’s record was 

back in 1985! 
 

***** 

 

J94 Update 
No major update this month other than to say ETS are now finalising 

production schedules for the first releases. Orders are continuing to come 
in and I am now over 25% sold out on pre-orders so a good start but 

plenty of stock is still available at this time. 
Many thanks also to Reg and Mary Hunt for the photo above of NCB No.7 

‘Robert’ which the snapped just as he came out of the paint shop in that 
lovely green lined livery. 

Here are the latest liveries confirmed or under consideration: 

LNER unlined black 8008   BR early crest unlined black 68017 

    

What’s New? 
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BR late crest unlined black 68012    LMR lined Blue 196 

       

 

NCB lined Green No.7  ‘Robert’       NCB lined Maroon ‘Harry’          

    

British Army Bronze Green             Port of London Blue No.84 

   
 
Blue lined ‘Wilbert’                        BR St Trinian’s livery 68011 

     
 
Technical Specification 
- 7mm to the foot (O gauge) model 

- Switchable 2/3 rail coarse scale operation 
- 12–14 Volts DC 

- Suitable for 2ft radius curves 

- Powerful electric motor with permanent magnets 
- Smooth mechanism with clutch drive 
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You are welcome to place pre-orders for any of the above although we do 

reserve the right to withdraw liveries if the order book looks below the 
economic minimum order quantity. 

Price for all liveries will be £375.00 each plus P&P 
 

***** 
More from Graham Lock 

 

Graham really is on a roll at the moment and has just presented me with 

these two lovely porter figures carrying a WJVintage sign. What’s more, 

you can also now order up these figures with a sign that can be custom 

printed to your own specification. 

Yes, for just £17.00 plus P&P, Graham will hand paint two white metal 

cast porter figures and custom print the sign to your own specification. 

We would recommend a maximum of 20 characters (including spaces) but 

apart from that you are free to choose whatever you would like for your 

layout. 

 



17 
 

Delivery time will very much depend on the level of demand (please bear 

in mind Graham produces his accessories very much as an evening 

pastime) but in most instances I would think two weeks would be a good 

ballpark estimate. 

With Christmas coming up these would make a very nice stocking filler for 

the O Gauge enthusiast, but please don’t leave it until the last moment. 

My final meeting with Graham for the year will be at the Bassett-Lowke 

Society Running Day at Digswell on Saturday December 14th and this will 

therefore be my last chance to collect Christmas orders and get them in 

the post in good time. So, orders received by December 1st should be ok 

for this deadline. Drop me an email to let me know your requirements – 

wjvintage@outlook.com  

  

3-Rail Pick-Up Spoons – Great News! 
 

 
So many customers have enquired about the further availability of these 

spoons and I’m afraid to date it has been a frustrating response as the 
manufacturer seemed unwilling to make more of these for me. 

However, I have great news! They have now changed their position and I 
have an initial small batch being made. I don’t yet when they will arrive, 

although hopefully well before Christmas. I also don’t know how much they 

will cost, although I am assured that the cost won’t be dramatically different 
to before. 

 
The first batch will be a trial and will be just 30 sets of spoons. I have a 

feeling these will disappear fairly quickly so I would suggest you get your 
orders in now and I will confirm price and availability as soon as I can. 

 
I will of course plan to order more of these early next year and hopefully 

these will come through quite quickly – fingers crossed! 
 

More from Alan Cliff 
I have just taken delivery of another batch of models from the Alan Cliff 
collection. Unfortunately, I have not yet had a chance to photograph these. If 

something takes your fancy drop me a line and I can send back a quick snap 
or two. Otherwise I will be photographing all the models very soon and will 

include them on the website asap. 
 

mailto:wjvintage@outlook.com
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Locomotives 
LMS (LNWR) Watford 0-6-2 tank. Dragon kit built by Mike Williams. Requires 

3 feet radius curves. £250.00 plus P&P 

LNWR 2-4-2 tank 2129. Mercian kit built by Mike Williams. LNWR black 

livery by Jeff Howard. Requires wider curves that 2 feet 3 inches radius. 

£250.00 plus P&P 

LMS (LNWR designed) Beames 0-8-4 tank, LMS red (this was correct). 

Ready to Run model by Redcraft of Cardiff. Requires curves around 2 feet 

6 inches radius. £300.00 plus P&P 

LMS (ex-Midland) 3F 0-6-0 tank number 1957 by May's. Requires curves 
around 3 feet radius (Centre drivers are not deflanged). Now fitted with 

correct dome, safety valve and number. £150.00 plus P&P 

Peckett 0-4-0ST GWR Black livery 935. Ready to Run model by Minerva 
This loco has been converted from 2-rail to 3-rail but is easily put back to 

original. £200.00 plus P&P 

LNER N1 0-6-2 tank post war black livery and number 9483. Built from 

scratch by Mike Williams. Requires curves around 2 feet 6 inches radius. 

£250.00 plus P&P. 

LNER G5 0-4-4 tank by Keith Murray. Incorrect prewar green livery – but 

looks very nice. Runs very well. £250.00 plus P&P 

Metropolitan Railway 2-4-0 tank number 72. Ready to Run model by 

Redcraft of Cardiff built from Dragon kit. £250.00 plus P&P 

Metropolitan/London Transport Metro-Vic Bo Bo maroon livery by Ace 

Trains. Like new - £450.00 plus P&P 

War Department 2-8-0 Austerity by ETS Prague. I am waiting for this loco 
to arrive and will confirm price once I have checked condition and Alan 

has discussed this with me. 

Rolling Stock 
Darstaed 4-wheel advertising van Rocket Oil - £30.00 plus P&P. 
Darstaed 4-wheel advertising van Wright's Soap - £30.00 plus P&P. 
Darstaed 6-wheel Caledonian horse box - £50.00 plus P&P 

Darstaed 6-wheel LSWR milk van - £50.00 plus P&P 

Directory Series Caledonian goods brake van - £40.00 plus P&P 

Directory Series Pratt's oil tanker - £35.00 plus P&P. 

WJVintage World War 1 war office tank wagon- £35.00 plus P&P. 

WJVintage Edinburgh Colliery open wagon - £30.00 plus P&P. 

WJVintage Cadbury open wagon. - £30.00 plus P&P. 

Paya McVities biscuit van - £25.00 plus P&P. 
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WJVintage Christmas Gift Vouchers 

 
Christmas is coming and often we can be very difficult to buy for (So I’m 
told!).  

However, here’s an idea that might just help. You might just want to suggest 

to Santa that a WJVintage voucher would be a great gift that would allow 

you to get (or put some money towards) something you really wanted. All 

Christmas vouchers sold between now and Christmas 2019 are valid until 
31st December 2020 so you will have a full year to decide what you might 

like. You can order any denomination from £10.00 upwards. 

Santa might like to know that my email address is wjvintage@outlook.com 
as the easiest way to order is to drop me a quick note. 

I do hope you’ve all been good boys and girls this year!!       

 
***** 

 
 

See us at Shows 

If it’s convenient and you’d like to save the postage, why not come and see 
us at one of the regular shows we attend in the Midlands and East of England 

or occasionally in Mainland Europe, and you can buy on the day.  
We always like to meet our customers face to face – it makes a pleasant 

change from the virtual world we seem to live in these days! 
 

Below are our forthcoming shows: 
 

Sunday November 3rd – St Ives Toy and Train Fair - formerly 
Huntingdon (JJ Webb Fairs) 

One Leisure St Ives, Burgess Hall Events and Conference Centre, 
Westwood Road, St Ives, Cambridgeshire, PE27 6WU – 10:00am to 

2:30pm 
1.  

mailto:wjvintage@outlook.com
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Monday November 4th - Cotswolds Area HRCA Meeting, Rye Hill Golf 
Club, Milcombe, Banbury, OX15 4RU – 4:00pm to 9:00pm 

 
Tuesday November 5th - HRCA Merseyside Area Meeting  

Preston Brook Village Hall, Preston Brook, Cheshire WA7 3AW - 4.00pm to 
8.00pm  

 
Saturday November 9th – TCS Autumn Show Leicester 

Unfortunately, an admin error (on my part) means I will not have 
a table at this event. I may however go along as a visitor so 

deliveries can still be made if pre-arranged. 
 

Saturday November 16th – Sandown Park (Barry Potter Fairs) 
Sandown Exhibition Centre, Sandown Park Racecourse, Portsmouth Road, 

Esher, Surrey, KT10 9AJ - 10:30am to 3:00pm 

 
Monday November 25th – Northants and Rutland O Gauge Group 

(NAROGG) 
Harringworth Village Hall, Gretton Road, Harringworth, Northants, NN17 

3AD – 4:00pm to 8:30pm 
Everyone and all O Gauge welcome, £3.00 entry 

 
Tuesday November 26th - Fulbourn, Cambridge (HRCA Running 

Night) 
Fulbourn Village Library, The Swifts, Haggis Gap, Fulbourn, Cambs CB21 

5HD – 6:30pm to 9:00pm (‘OO’ and ‘O’ Gauge layouts) 
 

***** 
 

Ordering from WJVintage is Easy 

Online 

Please use the WJVintage website as a shop window and then place you 

order by using the dropdown menu on each product page to select and 

submit the item you wish to purchase. This automatically sends me your 
details and I will be in touch to confirm your requirements and take 

payment. Alternatively select what you want and then give me a call or email 
me. Whichever method you use I will get back to you asap and I can confirm 

stock, particularly for highly limited items, and postage options. Please see 
below for full contact details. 

 
Credit Card 

We have a credit/debit card facility, so you can telephone and place your 
order with us by calling 07711 092497 – please have your card to hand 

when calling.  
 

Cheque 

If you would prefer to pay by cheque, that is no problem either. Just 
download the order form from our website and complete your 



21 
 

requirements. Then make a cheque out for the total and post both order 
form and cheque to us at the address shown. Please make cheques 

payable to WJVintage. 
 

 
 

Email 
Alternatively, you can place your order by email and payment can then 

be made either by card, PayPal, direct bank transfer or cheque. Please 
note our email address is: wjvintage@outlook.com 

 
Shows 

We also take the credit/debit card machine to all our shows. 
 
 

Best Wishes 

Paul 

  ********* 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

       WJVintage                    Tel: 07711 092497        www.wjvintage.co.uk 

mailto:wjvintage@outlook.com
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=371317419566052&ref=br_rs

