WJVintage
January 2020 Newsletter

Welcome to the January 2020 edition of the WJVintage
newsletter and may I wish you all a rather belated ‘Happy New
Year’. New year, new decade, new government, even a new
relationship with Europe – everything is ‘new’ so I guess it falls
to WJVintage to also present something ‘new’!
That was very much my plan this month, but you know what they say
about the ‘best-laid plans’. Sadly, things have not quite worked out
to plan timing-wise, so I’m afraid that you will have to wait another
few weeks to hear about some exciting new products that we have in
the pipeline for this year. There is actually a clue to one new item in
the photo above (and I don’t mean the LMR Austerity as that has
already been announced).
On that subject, the first of the Hunslet Austerity/J94 locos has now
arrived (LNER 8008) and I managed to get quite a few out to
customers before Christmas. It really is a cracking little loco and I
can’t wait to see it in some of the other liveries we have planned.
Check out the ‘What’s New’ feature for all the latest release details.
You will also find some new items from Graham Lock including a
really superb new set of figures that certainly offers something a bit
different, and its quintessentially ‘British’. Scroll down to find out
more.
Finally, I have a number of ‘end-of-line’ items that I could do with
clearing over the next few weeks, so I have included a limited
‘January Sale’ feature. There are some real bargains to be had so do
please have a look and be sure to get in touch early if there is
anything you would like.
Until next month
Keep Enjoying Your Trains!
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Out and About

Tappers Xmas Open Day – Saturday 4th January,
Bromley Common Methodist Church Hall.
What an excellent way to get the year underway! A great
turnout and fantastic atmosphere made this a super day, helped
of course by Graham Lock’s wondeful warm sausage rolls!
With a good mix of traders there was plenty on offer to tempt the
enthusiastic Tappers members, plus with two O Gauge layouts there was
plenty of opportunity to run locos and rolling stock.
Not surprisingly, all tracks on both layouts were in constant use
throughout the day with a wide variety of models, both old and new in
evidence.
As always I will give just a flavour of the day.
The main layout (I call it the Bassett-Lowke layout’) was a very
impressive sight with lots going on and some lovely accessories. It is
mainly used by the vintage boys whilst the smaller layout is more of an
‘anything goes’ affair, with a mix of old and new, electric and clockwork. I
spotted quite a lot of WJVintage products on the smaller layout
throughout the day so apologies if my camera was more drawn to this
area!
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If you know Tony Penn, you will know that he has a particular interest in
freight trains of the LNWR. In fact if you visited the TCS Summer Show at
Stoke Mandeville, you’d have seen a fair bit of Tony’s heavy goods
collection in action. Well, at Tappers he was debuting a superb ‘work in
progress’ semi scratch built LNWR 4-6-0, 19 Inch Goods Loco – an
unusual but great looking subject.

I say ‘semi-scratch’ as Tony came across a suitable ready-made body so
he has adapted this and built the rest, using an ETS 3-rail mechanism as
his motive force. It looks fantastic and promises to be even better when
fully finished. It is also an excellent runner and I am looking forward to
seeing it in action again soon.
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I had never seen one of these before ‘in the flesh’. It’s a 1930s Marklin
clockwork Swiss ‘Red Arrow’ Railcar. It ran really well and whilst I didn’t
get the owners name he certainbly had an interesting collection of rare
clockwork locos. There was actually quite a good selection of clockwork
running on the smaller layout – nice to see!
Just to finish off, here are a couple of WJVintage offerings, a lovely 14xx
and autocoach combination and the very rare EKR Adams Radial – only
six of these were produced. This one was originally sold to Jez Laming
who we tragically lost last year. It was lovely to see dad Tony
remembering Jez in a most appropriate way.
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HRCA Cotswolds Group – Monday 6th January, Rye Hill
Golf Club, near Banbury.

Another really good welcome to the new year with 40 plus in
attendance to blow away the Christmas cobwebs and get some
train running in.

With an anything goes theme there was a relaxed feel to the proceedings
and plenty of variety to be seen on the layouts, both O and OO.
The catering was also excellent with the members’ requests for some
plainer food to be interspersed with Hassan’s normal exotic north African
creations, being listened to. Personally I like all styles of food but I do
understand that it isn’t for everyone and the sauages, burgers, beans and
chips certainly disappeared quickly.
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What a beauty – a GNR C1 Atlantic 4-4-2. I don’t know the maker, could
it be Carette? I wonder if a modern image version of this might go down
well??

With news of the new Hornby O Gauge 2710 locomotive breaking on the
day of this meeting, Michael Foster quickly posed a nice original clockwork
example for a possible Hornby Collector Magazine cover shot.
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Len Mills was running this little beauty, a North Eastern Railway 0-4-4T. A
really nice feature was the working reversing lever which automatically
switched as the direction of travel was changed. A lovely piece of model
engineering.

Len Mills also had a good collection of LMS 4F 0-6-0 tender locos which
looked pretty impressive quadruple-heading, two black BR examples and
two ficticious LMS Maroon examples – which do look the part it has to be
said.
Two terrific meetings to start 2020. I’m looking forward to more!
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Industry News
Two major new product announcements have recently been
made and both come from Hornby Hobbies. The first is a special
release to commemorate the centenary of Frank Hornby
launching his business back in 1920.

An all-new tinplate 2710 0-4-0 tender locomotive is to be produced in O
gauge as a series of highly limited commemorative editions.
Commissioned by Hornby from ETS, 4 different versions will be produced
with just 100 pieces of each variant. Unlike the clockwork originals these
will feature a smooth running ETS 10-14 volt DC electric mechanism. The
4 versions will be in LMS Maroon, CR Blue, LNWR Black and GNR Green.
Whilst the eye-watering price of £524.99 may raise a few eyebrows, the
entire run appears to have sold out on pre-order at all the major Hornby
retailer websites, as well as at the Hornby Shop website. If they really are
all sold out already, it looks like these may become much sought after
and highly collectable!
By the way, I did enquire about supplying these but Hornby weren’t
terribly interested I’m afraid.
The second announcement is the much anticipated re-launch of the
famous Bassett-Lowke brand. This one has left me speechless. I will leave
you to form your own opinion as to whether this is a fitting way to
present one of the world’s oldest and most prestigeous model engineering
brands.
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I googled ‘Steampunk’ for a definition as follows: ‘Steampunk is a
subgenre of science fiction or science fantasy that incorporates
technology and aesthetic designs inspired by 19th-century industrial
steam-powered machinery.’

The Hornby ‘fantasy’ range features existing OO gauge toy loco tooling
modified with the addition of pipework and cogs to give a classic
steampunk look. The back story reinvents Wenman Joseph Bassett-Lowke
as a boiler maker come tea plantation owner who decides to re-use
victorian steam technology to ensure that the vital tea cargo is delivered
safely through a perilous landscape that includes hungry horse-eating
lizards.
I will say no more.
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What’s New
Hunslet Austerity/LNER J94 0-6-0ST Update
As reported last month, the first batch of LNER J94s arrived just before
Christmas and quite a few have already made their way to their new owners.
I am really pleased with how this loco has turned out, and I can’t wait now to
see how it looks in some of the other schemes we have planned. Please note,
the J94 is supplied standard as 3-rail only, with 2-rail available to special
order.

Prototype shown – will be 68017 in production

Here is the latest update on livery availability:
LNER unlined black (8008) – available now
BR (early crest) unlined black (68017) – available late Jan 2020
BR (late crest) unlined black (68012) – available late Jan 2020
Longmoor Military Railway (LMR) lined blue (196) – available Feb 2020
Port of London Authority (PLA) unlined blue (No.84) – available Feb 2020
‘Harry’, ‘Robert’ and British Army will then follow during March/April time –
exact timings TBC
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All are available to pre-order now and all are priced at £375.00 plus P&P.
Please note that both the LMR and PLA liveries are close to sold out so don’t
delay if you fancy one of these. Once they are gone, they are gone!
*****

More from Graham Lock

As you might expect, with a bit of time on his hands over the Christmas
break, Graham has been busy working on yet more new products to tempt
you with.
First up are two lovely new small containers in liveries that I think may well
prove extremely popular – United Dairies and Express Dairy.

These containers are sized to fit perfectly in the Bassett-Lowke type 3-plank
wagons as well as original Hornby O Gauge tinplate wagons. They are priced
at £13.00 each plus P&P. Please allow a couple of weeks for delivery as
Graham makes these in his spare time during the evenings and at weekends.

And now for something really different….
‘Anyone for Cricket?’

Graham’s latest venture into cast figures is something rather special. Yes, he
has produced a complete O Gauge (1:43 scale) cricket match set. Featuring
a full eleven man fielding side, plus 2 batsmen and two umpires, each hand
cast and individually hand painted. The full set, comprising 15 figures, 2 sets
of stumps and 1 sight screen in total, is priced at £110.00 plus P&P. As
these will be made to order, you can choose your cap colours from dark blue,
dark green, maroon and red.
11

Sorry the photo isn’t one of my best, but it was taken in a hurry at Tappers
(see report elsewhere). Hopefully it gives you a reasonable impression of
what the finished set will look like.
Graham can also supply a rather nice relief changing room/pavilion building.
It comes complete with scoreboard and you can even specify your own
cricket club name all for just £22.00 plus P&P.

Note Pavilion is not supplied with figures

Obviously, the delivery time for these superb sets will depend upon demand
and how much time Graham has. It could be a few weeks. Get in touch if you
would like to place an order and I will talk to Graham about any individual
requirements and how quickly he can produce.
What a splendid centrepiece for a village scene on a layout, or even just as a
stand-alone display.
*****

January Sale
End-of-Line Bargains!
I have recently been completing my tax return and as part of this exercise I
always do a physical stock check. As a result of this, my accountant is now
telling me I have a little too much stock and so as a one-off, I am able to
offer a few end-of-line items at special clearance prices.
These are all brand-new items, but most have been gathering dust in a farflung corner of my storeroom and I would like to find them new homes.
Quantities are extremely limited, so it is going to be a first come, first served
exercise and once they are gone, they are gone!
Get in touch quickly to secure any item. There really are some great bargains to
be had. Prices are valid until 14th February 2020 or until stock is sold.
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Southern USA Class 0-6-0T

With immense hauling power for its size this characterful little loco is 2/3 rail
switchable and operates on track down to 24inch (600mm) radius

Longmoor Military – 1 only

WD – 2 only

NCB – 1 only

Normal Price £345.00

SPECIAL SALE PRICE – ONLY £285.00

plus P&P

*****

GWR Railcar (Passenger and Parcels)
The famous ‘Flying Banana’ has a wealth of features including front and
rear lights (which automatically switch according to direction of travel)
and detailed, illuminated interior. 2/3 rail switchable and operates on
track down to 24inch (600mm) radius.

BR Green Passenger – 1 only

GWR Parcels – 2 only

Passenger Railcar Normal Price £450.00
SPECIAL SALE PRICE – ONLY £385.00
Parcels Railcar Normal Price £430.00
SPECIAL SALE PRICE – ONLY £365.00

plus P&P
plus P&P

*****

Terrier A1X 0-6-0T

British Railways – 1 only

The Terrier has been our best-selling locomotive
to-date and I actually thought these were all sold
out some time ago. However, just one loco has been
found lurking in the storeroom so it will hopefully
now go to a good home. This lovely little loco is 2/3
rail switchable and operates on track down to 24inch
(600mm) radius. It pulls really well for such a small
loco!

Terrier 0-6-0T Normal Price £325.00
SPECIAL SALE PRICE – ONLY £275.00
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plus P&P

*****

Seven Mill Models
Class 03 Diesel
Featuring a cast metal DJH body married to the proven and hugely successful
ETS mechanism, these little diesels haul well and are smooth running down
to a crawl. They are 2/3 rail switchable and operate on track down to 24inch
(600mm) radius.

British Railways Green – 4 only

British Railways Blue with
Wasp Stripes – 2 only

Class 03 Diesel Normal Price £475.00
SPECIAL SALE PRICE – ONLY £365.00

MASSIVE
SAVINGS!

plus P&P

*****

Rolling Stock

All wagons feature fully insulated wheels for 2- or 3-rail operation

MOT Hopper
Normal Price £45.00

SPECIAL SALE PRICE
– ONLY £35.00 plus P&P
MOT Hopper – 2 only

BASS PO Wagon

Normal Price £35.00

SPECIAL SALE PRICE
– ONLY £27.00 plus P&P
Bass PO Wagon – 5 only
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Graham’s Lager Tank Wagon
Normal Price £44.50

SPECIAL SALE PRICE
– ONLY £35.00 plus P&P
Graham’s Tank Wagon – 4 only

War Office Tank Wagon
Normal Price £42.50

SPECIAL SALE PRICE
– ONLY £35.00 plus P&P
War Office Tank Wagon – 7 only
R/N 74 x 3, R/N 50 x 2
R/N 57 x 1, R/N 65 x 1

See us at Shows
If it’s convenient and you’d like to save the postage, why not come and see
us at one of the regular shows we attend in the Midlands and East of England
or occasionally in Mainland Europe, and you can buy on the day.
We always like to meet our customers face to face – it makes a pleasant
change from the virtual world we seem to live in these days!
Below are our forthcoming shows:
Tuesday January 28th - Fulbourn, Cambridge (HRCA Running
Night)
Fulbourn Village Library, The Swifts, Haggis Gap, Fulbourn, Cambs CB21
5HD – 6:30pm to 9:00pm (‘OO’ and ‘O’ Gauge layouts)
Monday February 3rd - Cotswolds Area HRCA Meeting, Rye Hill Golf
Club, Milcombe, Banbury, OX15 4RU – 4:00pm to 9:00pm
Tuesday February 4th - HRCA Merseyside Area Meeting
Preston Brook Village Hall, Preston Brook, Cheshire WA7 3AW - 4.00pm to
8.00pm – Christmas Jumpers a must!
Sunday February 9th – NEC (Barry Potter Fairs)
Hall 18, National Exhibition Centre, Birmingham, B40 1NT – 10:30am to
3:30pm
Monday February 24th – Northants and Rutland O Gauge Group
(NAROGG)
Harringworth Village Hall, Gretton Road, Harringworth, Northants, NN17
3AD – 4:00pm to 8:30pm
Everyone and all O Gauge welcome, £3.00 entry
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Ordering from WJVintage is Easy

Online
Please use the WJVintage website as a shop window and then place you
order by using the dropdown menu on each product page to select and
submit the item you wish to purchase. This automatically sends me your
details and I will be in touch to confirm your requirements and take
payment. Alternatively select what you want and then give me a call or email
me. Whichever method you use I will get back to you asap and I can confirm
stock, particularly for highly limited items, and postage options. Please see
below for full contact details.
Credit Card
We have a credit/debit card facility, so you can telephone and place your
order with us by calling 07711 092497 – please have your card to hand
when calling.
Cheque
If you would prefer to pay by cheque, that is no problem either. Just
download the order form from our website and complete your
requirements. Then make a cheque out for the total and post both order
form and cheque to us at the address shown. Please make cheques
payable to WJVintage.
Email
Alternatively, you can place your order by email and payment can then
be made either by card, PayPal, direct bank transfer or cheque. Please
note our email address is: wjvintage@outlook.com
Shows
We also take the credit/debit card machine to all our shows.

All the best

Paul
*********

WJVintage

Tel: 07711 092497
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www.wjvintage.co.uk

