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Welcome to the fourth edition of my new ‘Pandemic Special’ 

WJVintage mini-newsletter, which now sees us eight weeks into 

lockdown. The header photo to this edition serves as a taster for 
a feature to come in the next newsletter. There simply wasn’t 

enough room in this ‘mini’ publication to fit all your submissions 

in but believe me, it will be worth the wait! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

That’s it – no clues or names, but suffice to say, it is packed with 
real quality and you will just have to wait to see more!  

I keep saying it, but I am truly grateful to so many of you for 
sending me photographs of your locos and layouts. That said, 

please don’t stop. I already have a couple of excellent sets of 
photos to show you in June but could always do with more! As I 

said last month, please don’t be upset if they don’t appear 
immediately as I am trying to spread them over the fortnightly 

publications. I will show them in one of the future issues!  
 

In this edition, the ‘What’s New’ feature has the very latest 
updates on new products, including first production photos of the 

brand-new Independent Milk Supplies (IMS) 6-Wheel Tank Wagon 

which looks to me like another winner!   
 

There are also a couple of very nice locos up for grabs – an Adams 
I thought I had sold and an immaculate Darstaed Jinty. Scroll 

down for all the details. 
 

That’s all for now. I hope you enjoy the newsletter and remember 
 

Be alert… 

Stay at home as much as possible…. 
Stay safe and …. 

Keep Enjoying Your Trains! 

WJVintage  

Pandemic Special Newsletter 
May 2020 – Pt2 
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The update for this edition is pretty much the same as for the last one. 
On the whole, both the postal services and courier services are operating 

well, albeit with some delays in certain areas. Please be aware of this 
when ordering and do allow a few days extra for goods to arrive. 

 
I am still limiting trips to the post office with parcels to around twice a 

week. If there is sufficient demand I can be flexible and add an extra trip 
(I have done this already on a couple of occasions) but I prefer not to 

over-expose myself (or indeed others) to risk if I can help it. 
 

Packaging for orders is now in a much better position following a 
Facebook plea to my village for cardboard boxes. I am now inundated 

with boxes of all shapes and sizes which is brilliant and really helps speed 
up the packing process. 

 

Just to repeat my statement from previous newsletters: 
 

 Staff and Premises 
• As a one-man-band I am continuing to operate from the WJ Vintage HQ in the 

Northamptonshire countryside. 

• Currently I am fit and well and keen to crack on as usual, whilst exercising all 

possible caution according to government guidelines.  

• I operate from a home office, plus a small, custom-built storeroom/pick and pack 

area and I am currently taking extra care to ensure a clean working environment 

with surfaces being regularly cleaned and disinfected.  
 

Deliveries  
• I am currently continuing to work with Royal Mail, Parcelforce and other delivery 

services to get your parcels to you in good time. 

• In most cases, delivery drivers will drop off parcels without you having to 

physically sign for them. 

• The royal Mail have advised that domestic deliveries may now be subject to some 

delays. Overseas deliveries may be subject to longer delays.  

• Public Health England (PHE) has advised that people receiving parcels are at 

virtually no risk of contracting the coronavirus. From experience with other 

coronaviruses, we know that these types of viruses don’t survive long on objects, 

such as letters or parcels. 

• This works in tandem with my own policy of regular hand washing and use of 

sanitiser gel when handling and packing goods. 

• As I am currently unable to meet customers at shows I am going to offer free 

postage on all UK orders over £100.00 until the end of April 2020, when I will 

review the situation again.  

Note: Overseas postage will be discounted by an amount equivalent to the 

standard UK postal cost. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Delivery Situation 
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Something a little different this issue, in so much as the ‘funnies’ have all 
been supplied by/relate to customers (and myself) as you will see. 

 
The ‘Lockdown’ haircut has become quite a source of humour in recent 

months as numerous people have posted photographs on the internet of 
their home-styling disasters 
 

 
 

Well who’d have thought it, but just a day or two ago a good customer, 

Mark Carne, well-known model rail enthusiast and collector, plus an active 

participant in full-size restoration, sent me the photo below from some 20 
years ago. For those that don’t know him Mark is on the right in the ‘T’ 

shirt. 
 

 

It looks like Mark, and his friend Dave, were already modelling ‘Lockdown’ 
mop hairdos whilst working on locos over two decades ago. I wonder if 

they realised they were so far ahead of their time?  

The Lighter Side of Lockdown 
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Mind you, I can’t say too much. My wife cuts/clippers my follicly-

challenged ‘bonce’, and recently tried to convince me that during 

lockdown, as all my meetings are currently on ‘Zoom’, people only see the 
front of my head so she felt the rear could be left alone.  

The result is shown below. 
 

 
 

Fortunately, I eventually managed to persuade Angela to finish the job 
and so I am no longer the ‘only balding Mohican in the village’! 
 

Finally, for this issue, customer Paul Gumbrell recently took delivery of 

the latest 6-wheel tank wagon in St Ivel livery and sent me the photo 

below with the caption; ‘Try spreading this St Ivel on your bread – other 
spreads are available!’  
 

 
 

Its good to see that a sense of humour prevails throughout in these 
strange times. It would be nice to see more funnies like these from you, 

the readers, so do please keep sending them in. It certainly brightens my 
day to see ‘The lighter side of lockdown’. 
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This is the area where you take over the newsletter and let everyone see 
what your lockdown projects have involved. This issue sees a mix of both 

outdoor and indoor layouts and we start with a very apt image of a 
garden layout. 
 

 
Green Valley Railway – The Edroy Garden Line 

First up for this edition, we have a wonderful and unique moment 
caught on ‘film’ by Paul Gumbrell from Raynes Park, London.  

During this Corona virus crisis, the rainbow has become a symbol of our 
gratitude to the healthcare professionals and essential services workers 

that have been looking after us and helping to keep the country going. 
Paul recently woke up at 5:30am one morning and was aware of a bright 

glow in the dawn sky. He pulled back the curtains to see a sight he has 
never before witnessed in 33 years in his Raynes Park home. Not only 

was there a full end-to-end rainbow, but it happened to be directly 
centred over his outdoor layout, which is nearing completion following a 

complete rebuild. Out of respect for the NHS and all essential workers, 
and because he managed to capture this unique ‘crack of dawn’ scene, 

Paul has now temporarily renamed his layout Green Valley Railway – The 
Edroy ‘Rainbow’ Line. By the way, ‘Edroy’ is the house name and is 

derived from Paul’s late parents’ names Edna and Royston. 

Customer Corner 
(aka - Your ‘Lockdown Locos’) 
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The next job for Paul to tackle is a mini signal box. The ballast and 

cement have been delivered so work should commence soon. I can’t wait 

to see the finished project and hope to bring you some photos later in the 
summer. 

 
Meanwhile, for his railway running fix at the moment Paul has to be 

largely content with his fine indoor layout, ‘The Tinplate Line’. 

 
The backdrop includes Paul’s superb viaduct which has featured in the 

newsletter before and the layout itself is very much in the vintage 
tradition but with a modern twist in places. Locomotives and rolling stock 

are a mixture of old and new but all in the traditional tinplate style. 
Biscuit tin buildings mix alongside card constructions (it was Paul who 

originally introduced me to the Citybuilder card kit range) and the popular 
Darstaed tinplate engine sheds. Trackside accessories, vehicles and 

figures are by Hornby, Britains, Corgi, Dinky etc, etc.   
 

    
 

The end result is a beautiful layout packed with interesting cameo scenes 

wherever you look. It’s the type of layout where, with every visit, you 
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spot something you missed the last time. Thanks Paul, for the photos and 

we really look forward to more from the garden layout once complete. 

 
Next up, Jonathan Ward from Thringstone, Leicestershire has sent 

details of his ‘work in progress’ but nevertheless fascinating and 
really innovative portable layout. It just shows what can be 

achieved in a relatively small space.  

  
Over to Jonathan for the full story: 
‘It all started at the TCS's summer show back in 2017. I as usual was helping 

fellow collector David Knighton put on a Gauge 1 display. Next door to us was 
Kevin Payne, with the portable section of his wonderful home layout. The 
portable section is of a small-town terminus layout, called Paltry Circus. Kevin 

based this layout on a series of articles by Henry Greenly, in which it was 
suggested that with so many wonderful models around, why not build some 

scale model scenery to drive them through? I suppose you could say it was the 
start of scale railway modelling. 
I was transfixed by Kevin's layout. It was compact enough to transported very 

easily. It had enough operation interest to keep you entertained and was a 
suitable backdrop for tinplate trains old and new. I apologised on the spot and 

said that I would shamelessly ‘nick’ his wonderful idea and build my own! He 
then suggested that if I built my layout to a couple of critical dimensions, then at 
some point we might be able to join them together at a show. And so, the seed 

was planted. I would build a slightly altered mirror image of Kevin's layout. 

 
A Black 5 arrives with empty stock for the night mail which the Pug will add to. Meanwhile the 4F 
patiently waits for the Black 5 to clear the line to make its departure.  
 

I set a small number of other criteria for the layout too. It had to be as self-

contained as possible, in order to make it quick to put up and take down. I had 
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to be able to transport it on my own, should the need arise. It had to be able to 
run stock from many makers and different eras. It had to be able to run both 2 

and 3 rail stock, and it had to be wired in such a way as to make set up and take 
down as quick and painless as possible. 

I liked the idea of seeing what could be built using contemporary materials. 
Kevin has used Maldon track for his layout. This is superb stuff, but it doesn't 
come cheap. I opted to try something different, Peco SM32 track. Whilst it is 

decidedly less expensive, it does require some modification before use (Which I'll 
describe in a future article). Eventually, the whole layout will be fitted with lift-

out centre rail sections. Thus, when in two rail mode, the centre rail will be able 
to be removed for an improved look. 
 

 
Perhaps a terminus of a branch somewhere not far from the top end of the West Coast Mainline 
 

Boards are constructed from 9mm ply and 2 X 1 framing. Legs are also 

constructed from 2 x 1, and they fold up within the frames. The boards can then 
be lined up face to face, and end plates with hand holds bolted on. This 

transforms the layout from being a 16 foot long by 18 inch wide shape, into two 
18 inch by 18 inch by 4 foot boxes which are light enough to be lifted single 
handed, but more easily moved by two people using the hand holds. To go from 

a fully functioning railway, to packed up ready to move takes roughly 45 
minutes, which isn't bad and will improve when a proper control panel is built.’ 

 

That is a wonderful project Jonathan and I can’t wait to see it once 
finished. I have also seen Kevin Payne’s layout so I can relate to how the 

two layouts might be joined together to form one impressive long layout. 
I do hope this can become reality at some point in the not too distant 

future.  
How about in the carpark at NAROGG next summer (I’m assuming this 

summer is written off!)? I don’t think we could fit it in the hall but on a 
lovely summer’s evening it would work great outdoors. Food for thought! 

 

Finally, for this month we head back indoors and across the 
Atlantic for some very nice photos from Gordon Sandell who is in 

Washington state in the USA. 
I suspect Gordon is not alone in treating himself to one or two railway 

related ‘goodies’ to ease the boredom of lockdown. Here in his words are 
details of his ‘lockdown purchases’: 
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During the present lockdown, I seem to have managed to buy myself a few 
"treats" to keep myself amused, and I thought I'd share them with others. The 

first picture shows several of them.  
 

 
The first purchase was a set of Darstaed LSWR bogie coaches, to go behind my 
Ace M7 or WJ Vintage Adams Radial tank. It's an upgrade for them as until now 
they had to share a rake of Ace and Darstaed 6-wheelers. This is shown more 

completely in the second picture.  
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The second was a Bing Shields & Brown tank wagon, seen in the first picture as 
part of a freight train consisting of my other two Bing wagons, pulled by a WJ 

Vintage/Raylo Terrier. Actually, I have another Bing wagon (a Midland Railway 
open) on order from eBay as well! The tank wagon is shown in more detail in the 

third picture.  
 

 
 

The final "lockdown purchase" seen in the first picture is shown in more detail in 
the fourth picture - a penny-farthing bicycle from Arttista to go with all those 

pre-grouping trains. After an exchange on the HRCA forum, I discovered that 
they were considered out-of-date by the time the M7 came along. Oh well. Rule 

1!  
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And, of course, I have a WJ Vintage tank wagon en-route to me. Hopefully it'll 
be here soon. The Royal Mail says it is in San Francisco, while the US Postal 

Service says it is in Los Angeles. Make up your minds, guys!  

 
Well Gordon, excellent purchases all – and, I have to say set off 

beautifully against the backdrop of your wonderful layout.  
I can also confirm that since sending in this update, Gordon’s WD 

Sulphuric Acid Tank Wagon has arrived safely – although no thanks to 
some uncharacteristically confused tracking between Royal Mail and the 

US Postal Service. 
  

 
 

 

J94/Hunslet Austerity Update 
There really isn’t an awful lot to update regarding the J94 in this issue. At 

time of writing I am still awaiting the first production photos of ‘Robert’, 
which will be the next NCB liveried loco to arrive. Pre-orders for this one 

are continuing to come in so don’t leave it too late – he is going to be 
another stunner! Production photos should be in the next (early June) 

edition. 

 

 
Supplied for three-rail only running as standard, the loco is priced at 
£375.00 plus P&P. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

What’s New 

 

At time of going to press, I 

do still have just 2 of the 
beautiful maroon lined ‘Harry’ 

NCB Austerities available, 
both in 3-rail only 

configuration. Let me know if 

you would like one for 
immediate shunting duties! 

£375.00 plus P&P. 
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There are still limited stocks of some of the earlier releases available – 

although sadly no more of the Longmoor Military Railway, as these sold 

out very quickly indeed. 
 

Get in touch to reserve LNER, Port of London (PLA), BR early and BR late 
crest versions. All £375.00 plus P&P. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 
Further J94 Liveries 
The final J94/Austerity livery was to have  

been the British Army version.  
  

 
 

As launched in the last issue, we have now decided to add a further J94 
variant. This will be a ‘British Railways’ unlined black loco R/N 68061 as 

shown below. 

This is still planned for production 

and indeed we are looking at 
producing both wartime and post 

war versions. Both will be in Army 
Green, one with the wartime WD 

number 75039 and the other with 

the post-war number 98 (it was 
later renumbered 198 as below). 
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As there are only a limited number of parts available this is going to be an 

extremely limited edition of just 10 pieces, with my allocation being just 5 

models. I have pre-sold a couple of these already so now only 3 left! 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

All future J94/Austerity locomotives will be priced at £375.00 each plus 

P&P and, as always you are welcome to pre-order in order to secure one 
of these very limited releases. 

 
 

6-Wheel Milk Tank Wagon – Independent Milk Supplies 
(IMS) 
As launched in the last issue of the newsletter, I will soon be taking 
delivery of another 6-Wheel Milk tank Wagon. Like the St Ivel version, 

this is another post-war scheme and is in the very distinctive and 
colourful blue livery of Independent Milk Supplies (very different to the 

pre-war maroon livery that we produced some time ago). Here are a 

couple of production shots of this colourful new tank wagon. 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
Once again, my allocation of these will be just 30 pieces and I am already 

just over half sold -out of these. There will be two running numbers so 15 
each of No.23 and No.29. They will be priced at £55.00 each plus P&P. 

They should be available later this month 
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LNER Brown 

6-Wheel Milk Tank Wagon – St Ivel 
The final batch of St Ivel Milk Tank Wagons have now arrived and I am 

working my way through the orders if you would like to add to your milk 
tank rake, please let me know asap as I only have 3 left to sell. 

They are priced at £55.00 each plus P&P 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
20 Ton Brake Van Range 
The Longmoor Military railway brake van is now sold out.  
 

More brake vans will be introduced over the coming weeks and I do now 

have the approved artwork for the next two, namely BR Grey and LNER 

Brown (Bauxite). These will be followed by a London Transport variant which 
has gone down very well and is half-way to sold out already. Please let me 

know if you would like one of these reserving in your name. 
 

 
  

 
 

 
 

 
 

: 
      

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

BR (unfitted) 

Grey 



15 
 

London Transport 

 
 

The London Transport Brake Van is sold out on paper, but I am going to ask 

ETS to see if they can produce a few more. This isn’t guaranteed but if you 
would like to go on the list for one of these do get in touch and I will do my 

best. Quantities are obviously limited by the number of parts available and I 
may not be able to increase this easily, so it is first come, first served I’m 

afraid. 
These will all be released over the coming few months so keep an eye on 

future newsletters for further details and timings. 
They each feature a working taillight, which is powered by a slim button-cell 

style battery (supplied) mounted on the underside of the chassis (along with 
an on/off switch).  

They are priced at just £65.00 each plus P&P and a battery is included. 
 

Cheshire Lines Committee 
This is your last chance to express interest in a Cheshire Lines Committee 

(also known as the Cheshire Lines Railway) version of the brake van. The 

van was a standard LNER style and was used in the CLC livery until well into 
the 1950s. Unusually, the CLC was not amalgamated into the big four as part 

of the grouping of 1923, and remained independent until nationalisation of 
the railways in 1948. 

The livery was LMS grey with white lettering. 

 
I have had some interest in these, but probably not enough yet to consider a 
short run of these. Please let me know if you would be interested. 
 

 

Mineral Wagon Update 
I am pleased to say that reaction to the necessary price increase for these 

wagons has been understanding and positive. I am about to get this project 
underway and as restrictions across Europe start to ease I am hopeful that 

Note: Photo shown is just a 
representation found on the 
internet and is subject to change 
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good progress will be made over the next few months. I will of course update 

regularly via the newsletter. 

 

 
 
 
 

    
 

 
 

As a reminder the price for the wagons will have to increase to £39.95 each 
for a single wagon and £150.00 for a set of 4 wagons. 

 

Latest from Graham Lock 
Station Porters 

These new figures have been very well received and Graham is already 
beavering away on several figures for customers. To remind you, this new 

porter figure holds a station sign. The idea is that you get to choose your 
own railway company and station name – see below for an example. 
 

 
Let me know your choice of operating company and station name and 

Graham will custom make a figure for you – all for just £9.00 each plus P&P 
As these are all made to order I would ask that you allow sufficient time for 

Graham to make these – I would say at least a couple of weeks. I promise 
you, they will be well worth the wait! 

 
 

 

WJVintage LSWR Adams Radial –Adams Pea Green Lined 
The LSWR Adams sold out some time ago, or so I thought!  

In searching out a Southern Railways version for a customer recently, I came 
across one LSWR variant stored in the wrong location. 
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As a result, I do now have just one available on a first come, first served 
basis. It is running number 479, as depicted above. It is brand new, unrun 

(will be tested before despatch) and is available for £450.00 plus P&P 

 
Darstaed Jinty 0-6-0T – LMS Unlined Black 

 
Just before lockdown I acquired this lovely Jinty. It is virtually new and in 

immaculate condition, with just a tiny amount of wear on the spoons (just 
visible on photo below). 
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Designed for 3-rail operation only, it is an excellent runner and supplied in 
excellent box with paperwork and Darstaed branded cloth. It is offered at 

just £275.00 plus P&P  

 
See us at Shows (sadly not!) 

Well, I’m afraid we won’t be meeting at a show for the foreseeable future. 

As you will be aware current government advice is to be alert, stay home as 
much as possible  and save lives! As a result, ALL shows have quite rightly 

been cancelled.  
As soon as this changes I will of course be quick to respond and book myself 

in to as many as I can, but I have a feeling it will be several months away 
yet. 

However, I am still open for business, indeed I could do with your support 
more than ever at this tricky time financially, so do remember that I can still 

take your orders and despatch by post. Ordering and Payment options as 
below.  

 

Ordering from WJVintage is still Easy 

Online 

Please use the WJVintage website as a shop window and then place you 

order by using the dropdown menu on each product page to select and 
submit the item you wish to purchase. This automatically sends me your 

details and I will be in touch to confirm your requirements and take 
payment. Alternatively select what you want and then give me a call or email 

me. Whichever method you use I will get back to you asap and I can confirm 
stock, particularly for highly limited items, and postage options. Please see 

below for full contact details. 
 

Credit Card 

We have a credit/debit card facility, so you can telephone and place your 
order with us by calling 07711 092497 – please have your card to hand 

when calling.  
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Cheque 

If you would prefer to pay by cheque, that is no problem either. Just 
download the order form from our website and complete your 

requirements. Then make a cheque out for the total and post both order 
form and cheque to us at the address shown. Please make cheques 

payable to WJVintage. 
 

Email 

Alternatively, you can place your order by email and payment can then 
be made either by card, PayPal, direct bank transfer or cheque. Please 

note our email address is: wjvintage@outlook.com 
 

 

 
BACS 

A growing number of customers are now choosing to send money direct to 

my account by BACS transfer. If you would like to use this method please 
contact me and I will send you my bank account details. 
 

All the best 

Paul 

  ********* 
 

 

 
 
 

       WJVintage                    Tel: 07711 092497        www.wjvintage.co.uk 

mailto:wjvintage@outlook.com
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=371317419566052&ref=br_rs

