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Welcome to the February edition of the WJVintage newsletter. We 
now find ourselves 11 months into this global pandemic and, 

whilst things are starting to look better, I fear we are still far from 
returning to life as we once knew it. On a positive note, here in 

the UK vaccinations are going well and I would think that many 
readers have now had their first ‘jab’. Hopefully, they will prove 

effective and we shall see brighter days as we head through 
spring and into summer. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As I write we are just coming out of the coldest winter spell in 

many years with snow and biting winds from the east. The past 
few days have been mild and the forecast remains that way for 

the rest of the week, so fingers crossed that spring really is just 
around the corner. 
 

This winter, in particular, has been a quiet time for new product 
releases. Covid 19 combined with the uncertainty of Brexit have 

slowed things a little. However, rest assured that there is plenty 
in the pipeline and as well as the updates in the ‘What’s New’ 

feature below, there will soon be more exciting announcements. 
Thank you for continuing to support the ‘Customer Corner’ 

feature. It is only as good as the material you send me, and I 

think this month is another good one. Please keep it coming! 
 

Right, that’s it for now – why not put on the kettle, make a cup of 

tea and  settle down for a relaxed read and roll on spring! 
 

 

 

Do please stay safe and … 

Keep Enjoying Your Trains 

WJVintage  

February 2021 Newsletter 
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Loading Up! 
Last month we enjoyed a wonderful article from Jonathan Ward about his home 

built GT3 locomotive. Well, they say you can’t keep a good man down and that is 
certainly the case with Jonathan. This month he has produced another 

fascinating piece, this time about the hand-made loads that he has produced for 
his various goods wagons. The good thing is that these are considerably easier 
to make than the GT3 and should be within the scope of most of us. I hope that 

Jonathan’s examples may provide the inspiration for some loads of your own, 
and if you do make some please share a photo or two with me and I will publish 

them in a forthcoming newsletter. Now I’ll hand you over to Jonathan again. 

 

‘I came to a conclusion not that long ago that I had now given myself a small 

problem. Having acquired many open wagons my trains were now looking quite 

empty. This just didn’t sit well. After all, isn’t the purpose of the railway to 

transport goods and passengers (A very cynical professional within the railway 

industry often refers to passengers as “Self-Loading Freight”). To this end, I 

have endeavoured to create loads for my wagons.  

First coal loads. These are formed out of rectangles of 3mm ply with two lumps 

of wood glued underneath. They are then painted black, a liberal coating of PVA 

applied and dropped into a pot of crushed coal. I have two cast resin coal loads 

from an ebay supplier too. These are very good, but a little pricey when you 

need thirty of them. From the same supplier came a cast resin box and barrel 

load which is most convincing. 

 

Customer Corner 
(aka - Your ‘Lockdown Locos’) 
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Plastic Girder sections were purchased to make loads for my two bogie bolsters. 

I cut some small sections of plasticard and glued them to the underside of the 

girders. These fit snugly between the wagon stanchions and hold the loads 

securely when in transit.  

 

 

Timber loads have been created from cut down wooden planter labels. This idea 

has been poached from another member of the HRCA. The labels are available 

from Wilko’s in packs of ten for very little money. They are just cut to length and 

glued together. Cut down coffee stirrers make useful packing pieces.  
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A barrel load has been purchased. This is a cast piece picked up at a model 

show. This is mounted on a couple of offcuts of coffee stirrer as I feared it may 

have scratched the surface of the wagon. I also have another cast resin barrel 

load from the same supplier as the resin coal loads. This is very nice indeed.  

    
Printed paper wagon sheets are available from a number of suppliers (including 

Graham Lock of course). One I formed into a shape to fit onto a Hornby sheet 
rail fitted open wagon. I then had a go a producing one of my own (The darker 
of the two), which even has the Hornby wagon number on it. A couple more will 

be made and formed to fit over the roofs of Hornby No 50 cattle trucks, a 
common sight during fruit picking season when cattle trucks were used to 

convey fruit instead of cattle.’  

 
Jonathan, thanks once again for this insight into your modelling skills. 
Your work really is an inspiration and I hope that others will submit 

photos in the near future to show how they have also tackled home-made 
wagon loads. 

 

It’s a Family Affair 
Another inspirational story is that of the Holland family, where three 

generations have been brought together by a love of model railways. 
Grandad Bill is based in Lancashire, whilst son and grandson John and 

James are in Cornwall. However, despite the distance, they really enjoy 
the hobby together, with Bill taking every opportunity to visit – albeit 

currently within the limitations imposed by Covid. In fact, anyone who 
follows the HRCA Facebook site will have seen the videos that John (John 

Henry on Facebook) has posted, and the sheer delight that young James 

derives from the layout.  
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But here’s the thing – in order to ‘play trains’ John has to apply to ‘senior 
management’ for ‘temporary planning permission’ in order to convert the 

living room floor into the layout. As I mentioned in the introduction, not 

all of us have the space for a dedicated layout, particularly when O gauge 
requires quite a decent area, but that needn’t be a barrier to enjoying 

railway modelling as these guys have shown. 
As you will see from the header photo of this newsletter, dad John has an 

interest in military railways, whilst grandson James is particularly keen on 
the diesel era. With a little bit of help from grandad Bill, he has started to 

amass an impressive collection including a Warship, Class 20 and a Class 
03 Diesel.   

 
Using loose lay Merkur tinplate track they have, over time developed a 

layout that includes passing loops and sidings and it is also beautifully 
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accessorised with tinplate buildings, a few trees, and even a WJV girder 
bridge if I’m not mistaken. 

It must be very frustrating for grandad Bill not to be able to get down to 
Cornwall as much as he would like at the moment, but hopefully things 

will soon improve, and travel will become easier (particularly within family 
groups). Whilst Bill is lucky enough to have his own layout up in 

Lancashire, I bet it’s not the same without the full team in attendance. 

 
I also have a number of short video clips that John has sent me, and my 

intention is to edit them together into one video so that I can upload it to 
Youtube and I will then publish the link. Sadly, my technical abilities in 

this area are rather limited and I am still trying to get my head around 
the video editing package I have downloaded. Hopefully next month! 

 

There are some Clever People Amongst Us! 
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I was delighted to receive a few photos from Gordon Sandell over in 
Washington state, USA, showing his Christmas present, namely a USA 

Tank in US Transportation Corps livery. However, look closer and you will 
also see a DAN Toys Guy Van in British Railways livery and a SAM Toys 

Citybuilder Corner Inn. These both look great on the layout, but it was the 
other building that really caught my eye. The Market Square House 

building is such a quintessentially British looking building. It actually 
reminded me of a similar building in Oundle, a small market town close to 

where I live in Kings Cliffe. 

 
Where did Gordon’s building come from? Well, this is the clever bit! He 
used a Superquick OO scale card kit as his master and had the parts 

enlarged to O gauge at his local copy shop. He pasted everything onto 
card and effectively made his own kit. By his own admission it wasn’t 

easy, and in retrospect he wishes he had tried something simpler for a 
first effort. In Gordon’s own words: ‘Fiddly doesn't begin to describe it! 

The really "fun" part was dealing with the arches on the ground floor. I 
should have started with something simpler - just 4 walls and a roof. Oh 

well, we live and learn!’ 
Personally, I think he has made something he can be proud of. It looks 

superb and I think the idea is so clever. I am tempted to give something 
like this a go myself – when time permits. 

Below is another view from a lower angle.  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

The Market House in Oundle 
has now been converted into 

shops and each of the arches 

is now a window, but you 
can certainly see the 

similarity of design. You can 
see similar buildings in 

market towns across the UK. 



8 
 

The scene looks incredibly realistic and just shows what can be achieved 
with a little imagination and good photography. Thanks once again 

Gordon for taking the time to send in your photos. Like I say: ‘There are 
some very clever people amongst us!’ 

 

When is First Class Second Class? 
Well certainly when an envelope with photos in is posted first class on 

28th December (2020), only to arrive with me, some 20 miles away, on 
19th February of the following year (2021). Quite where Brian Edinboro’s 

latest pics ended up on their trip from Grantham to Kings Cliffe is 
anyone’s guess but suffice to say they were given up for lost. 

However, all is well that ends well, and so to prove they arrived in the 
end, here they are. 
 

   
They are photos of Brian’s latest loco acquisitions, a WJV J94 Saddle Tank 
in BR early crest black and a ETS Class 20 diesel in BR green. Brian 

reports that both are excellent runners and has been putting them both to 
considerable work on his loft layout during this latest lockdown. 

Thanks again for sending these Brian and I’m so glad they made it in the 
end – even though it took eight weeks! 

 

NAROGG Regular Becomes TV Star! 
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‘The Architecture The Railways Built’ is a fascinating series that airs 
on the Yesterday channel on Freeview. The latest episode (Series 2, 

Episode 5) was of particular interest to members of the Northants and 
Rutland O Gauge Group (NAROGG) as one of our regular members, Martin 

Bloxham, featured on a piece all about the Catesby railway tunnel in 
Northamptonshire. Martin, a railway historian, explained the history of the 

tunnel from its first use in 1898, where it joined 2 sections of the Great 
Central line between Manchester and London, through to its closure at the 

hands of Dr Beeching, in 1966. There is also a happy ending to the story 
because the 1.7 mile straight and flat tunnel is now being refurbished by 

the Catesby Aero Research Facility and will be used as a high-tech test 
facility for both racing and road-going cars.  

The programme, which also includes a fascinating look at the magnificent 
Leipzig Station, is well worth a watch and you can still see it on catch-up 

via UKTV Play. 

 
 
 
 

WJVintage 10th Anniversary 
Thank you to everyone that responded so positively to my 10th 
anniversary wagon. I think it was possibly the best reaction I have ever 

had to a wagon, so I am really pleased and quite humbled. There is still 
time to order one of these if you would like one. I haven’t finalised the 

numbers yet but will do so in the next month or so. As it is a one-off and 
the quantity is likely to be well below the normal minimum order quantity 

for ETS, the cost is going to be a little higher than usual, so I anticipate a 
retail price of £39.99 each plus P&P.  

 

What’s New 
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I will also confirm delivery as soon as I have more news from ETS. I 
would like these as soon as possible but certainly in time for the actual 

10th Anniversary in October 2021. More news as I know it. 
 

Bogie Well Wagon 
Thank you for all your pre-orders for the Well Wagon. 

 
I have now finalised all the liveries we will produce as follows: 
NE (as shown above), GWR Crocodile H (see below), LMS, SR, BR (in the 

style of the Hornby Dublo version also shown below) and WD. 
 

GWR Crocodile H 
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BR Weltrol (shown is the Hornby Dublo version) 

 
 

Price will be £99.00 plus P&P as previously stated (excluding load). 
Graham Lock has been working on loads for these and I will confirm these 

as we go forward with development. Boiler, Cable Drum and large packing 
case are currently mocked up. 

 

Dan Toys 
With more than a passing resemblance to Dinky Supertoys, these modern 

reproduction models give collectors the opportunity to own mint, vintage-
looking toys for well below the cost of an original. Even the Dan Toys 

boxes bear a striking resemblance to the original Dinky mid-1950s blue 
and white striped boxes. 
 

The British Railways Van has been a clear favourite to-date and I do still 
have stock of these. The remaining stock of other schemes available is 

shown below. Please contact me asap to secure any of these.  
 
 

        
Dan 236 – Guy Flatbed - Orange/Green    Dan 238 – Guy Flatbed – Red/Green 
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Dan 239 – Guy Flatbed – Dark/Pale Green   Dan 241 – Guy Flatbed – Blue/Red 

       
Dan 244 – Guy 4T Lorry – Tan/Red             Dan 245 – Guy 4T Lorry – Red/Tan 

     
Dan 232 - Guy Flatbed & tailboard – Blue/Red          Dan 233 - Guy Flatbed & tailboard – Green/Red  

        
Dan 210 Guy Van – Slumberland               Dan 269 – Guy Van – Beefy Oxo                                                  

    
Dan 270 – Guy Van – Brooke Bond Tea   Dan 271 – Guy Van – British Railways 
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All these Dan Toys models are produced at approx. 1:48th scale (US O 

Gauge) so they are a little under scale for the UK. However, in practice, I 
think they look just great, and they really are produced as a top-quality 

item – just like the originals. 

 
ETS #185 Beyer Garratt 0-2-6-6-2-0 LMS Maroon  
R/N 4998 
What better way to start the new year than with this highly limited special 
edition of the eye-catching Beyer Garratt by ETS 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

This is a new production run of just four pieces in LMS Maroon and I now 
have just this one piece available. 

The specification is as follows: 
Tinplate construction with detailed tampo-printed livery 

3-rail only 

0-16 volts DC operation 
Working front and rear directional lights 

Twin Motors each with the unique ETS clutch drive 
UK droplink couplings 

Overall length 500mm (19.7 inches) 
Operates on minimum 27inch radius track 

Price is £739.00 plus P&P Please get in touch quickly to secure this 
beautiful, and head turning locomotive. 

 
Darstaed 0-6-0T Pannier – British Railways Green 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

Only One  
Piece Left! 
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As a one-off I have this lovely Darstaed Pannier on offer. Condition is 
excellent, virtually new with very little wear on the spoons. It is for 3-rail 

only operation and features working headlights, sprung buffers and 
isolating/ on-off and reverse switch. It is finished in satin green British 

Railways livery and will operate on curves down to 2 ft radius.  
 

 
It comes boxed with protective cloth and instruction manual, and is 

offered at a very reasonable £260.00 plus P&P. Let me know if you would 
like to add it to your collection. 

 
HELP!!!! 
ETS #225 Deutsche Reichsbahn Class 99 0-4-0 
Unlined Black 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Did you order one of these locos just before Christmas when I was 

already out of stock? 
Someone did and I promised to order one in but sadly can’t find a note of 

the customer’ name!! 
The loco has now arrived and I’m completely clueless as to who ordered 

it, so if it was you, please get in touch. I will hold onto it for a few weeks, 
and if no-one comes forward, I’ll put it up for general sale again next 

month. 
Price is £195.00 plus P&P 
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The David Bates Collection 
I introduced the David Bates Collection to you in the December issue and 

several of his locos have now sold. The four remaining items are shown 
below along with Youtube links where you can see them in action.  

I have known David for some years now and indeed I featured some of 
his ideas a year or two back in relation to battery powered locos for use 

with radio control. 

David has decided to move on from O gauge. He is instead moving into 
16mm narrow gauge live steam in his garden. As a result, his entire 

collection of O Gauge locos is now up for sale. Over a period of years, 
David has refined the system that he uses, and on offer is the very latest 

in 2.4ghz radio control, expertly adapted for use in coarse scale O gauge 
locomotives. They are ideal for outdoor use but will of course run just as 

happily indoors as well. They really are quite something as I think you will 
agree when you read on. 

 
What’s on offer? 

Well, David has now converted all his locos to battery power, using state 
of the art Lithium Polymer batteries for long run time. He has fitted sound 

and smoke to most of the locos and each is fitted with a receiver, speed 
controller and battery. For operation, you will also receive a transmitter, 

programmable controller, battery charger, as well as full instructions – in 

fact around £250.00 of radio equipment with each loco. They really are 
‘ready to run’. What’s more, David has produced a video to accompany 

each loco so you can see for yourselves exactly how realistically they 
operate. He explains the features of each loco and the functions available 

Here is the complete list: 

No  Loco Name Make  Smoke  Price  

1 A3 Flying Scotsman (Double Tender) Bassett Lowke  yes £750.00 

2 A4 Mallard  Seven Mill Models yes £800.00 

3 A4 Bittern (Double Tender) Seven Mill Models yes £999.00 

4 9F Evening Star Ace Trains  Yes £850.00 

All the remaining models are pictured below and underneath each photo 

is a link (or two) to a Youtube video where David explains the features 
and operation of each loco. 

 
A3 Flying Scotsman (Double Tender)    A4 Mallard 

  
BL 4472 Flying Scotsman Pt1 - YouTube          Seven Mill Models A4 Mallard Pt1 - YouTube 
BL 4472 Flying Scotsman Pt2 - YouTube          Seven Mill Models A4 Mallard Pt2 - YouTube 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eM8yOwqO738
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MB4kMmpZ-eg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OryPM0Q8WO8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nYfX5nVpmpg
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A4 Bittern (Double Tender)               9F Evening Star 

  
Seven Mill Models A4 Bittern - YouTube           Ace Trains O Gauge 9F Evening Star - YouTube 

 
Remember, each loco comes complete with the following: 

Transmitter , Programmable Controller, Full Instructions for Use   

        
 

This is a unique and exciting opportunity, particularly if you operate 

outside, or just wish to be free of all the hassle of keeping track joints 
electrically sound and rails clean enough for good conductivity. Everything 

you need is included. All you need to do is charge up, switch on, bind the 
radio and you are away! 

Now, obviously all these items are one-offs so it is very much first come, 
first served. Please get in touch as quickly as possible to secure one of 

these great locos. 

 
See us at Shows – it’s not happening for a while yet! 
Despite the recent reductions in Covid 19 infections and the very rapid and 
successful UK rollout of a vaccine programme, we remain for the time being 

in lockdown and all the indicators suggest that a relaxation of rules will be 

extremely gradual. So it will still be some time, months at a guess, before I 
have any shows to attend – perhaps not even this year! 

However, I am still open for business, indeed I could do with your support 
more than ever at this tricky time financially, so do remember that I can still 

take your orders and despatch by post. Ordering and Payment options as 
shown below towards the end of this newsletter.  

 
 

 
 

 

Don’t forget to like our WJVintage Facebook Page 
Last month I mentioned the Facebook page because it it has been steadily 

increasing its number of ‘likes’. This has continued over the past few weeks 
and suddenly I find that we are tantalisingly just short of 500 followers 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qk5FvhKN0H8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qu4NGKSCry8
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=371317419566052&ref=br_rs
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(498 at last look). This means that it is now being regularly seen by nearly 
as many people as read this newsletter. All the latest news is often seen on 

Facebook before it appears in the newsletter as updates can be done 
instantly rather than monthly. If you are a member of Facebook why not 

look us up? 

 

 

 

Plus, we also now have a ‘Youtube’ Channel! 
I have to confess, after a good start, the channel has been quiet for a 

while. This is entirely down to my lack of technical skills - which my son 
possesses. Unfortunately, he is unable to visit us due to the lockdown rules 

and so we have not been able to film any updates over the past few 

months.  
However, I have now downloaded a video editing package and so I am 

hopeful that between Mrs L and myself we might be able to film something 
and make it look reasonable in the near future. Watch this space for more 

information on our progress. 
 

Ordering from WJVintage is still Easy 

Online 
Please use the WJVintage website as a shop window and then place you 

order by using the dropdown menu on each product page to select and 
submit the item you wish to purchase. This automatically sends me your 

details and I will be in touch to confirm your requirements and take 
payment. Alternatively select what you want and then give me a call or email 

me. Whichever method you use I will get back to you asap and I can confirm 
stock, particularly for highly limited items, and postage options. Please see 

below for full contact details. 
 

Credit Card 
We have a credit/debit card facility, so you can telephone and place your 

order with us by calling 07711 092497 – please have your card to hand 
when calling.  
 

Cheque 
If you would prefer to pay by cheque, that is no problem either. Just 

download the order form from our website and complete your 
requirements. Then make a cheque out for the total and post both order 

form and cheque to us at the address shown. Please make cheques 
payable to WJVintage. 

 
Email 

Alternatively, you can place your order by email and payment can then 

be made either by card, PayPal, direct bank transfer or cheque. Please 
note our email address is: wjvintage@outlook.com 

 

mailto:wjvintage@outlook.com
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BACS 
A growing number of customers are now choosing to send money direct to 

 my account by BACS transfer. If you would like to use this method, please 
contact me and I will send you my bank account details. 
 

 

 
 

Despite the new Lockdown, both postal and courier services are currently 
operating but are becoming extremely busy as they deal with heavy 

demand coupled with reduced staffing levels in order to keep the 
workforce distanced and safe. This is leading to some delays with certain 

services.  
 

In particular, some overseas parcels are still subject to delay and, of 

course the situation is subject to change as Covid spikes in some 
countries may result in further measures to control the outbreaks. 

 
Please bear this in mind when ordering from overseas and please do be 

patient. Touch wood, nothing has been lost at all yet, but there have 
been, and will be, delays. 

 
Just to repeat my statement from previous newsletters this is still 

relevant: 
 

 Staff and Premises 
• As a one-man-band I am continuing to operate from the WJ Vintage HQ in the 

Northamptonshire countryside. 

• Currently I am fit and well and keen to crack on as usual, whilst exercising all 

possible caution according to government guidelines.  

• I operate from a home office, plus a small, custom-built storeroom/pick and pack 

area and I am currently taking extra care to ensure a clean working environment 

with surfaces being regularly cleaned and disinfected.  
 

Deliveries  
• I am currently continuing to work with Royal Mail, Parcelforce and other delivery 

services to get your parcels to you in good time. 

• In most cases, delivery drivers will drop off parcels without you having to 

physically sign for them. 

• Public Health England (PHE) has advised that people receiving parcels are at 

virtually no risk of contracting the coronavirus. From experience with other 

coronaviruses, we know that these types of viruses don’t survive long on objects, 

such as letters or parcels. 

• This works in tandem with my own policy of regular hand washing and use of 

sanitiser gel when handling and packing goods. 
 

Stay Safe Everyone! 

Paul 

  ********* 
 
 

       WJVintage                    Tel: 07711 092497        www.wjvintage.co.uk 

Delivery Situation 

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=371317419566052&ref=br_rs

