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Welcome to the June edition of the WJVintage newsletter.
Summer is now upon us, and thankfully the weather here in the
UK has improved following a very wet May and cold April. This,
combined with the lifting of some Covid restrictions, means that
we are able to tentatively start getting out and about again and I
know several customers who have already organised running
days, either outdoors or in garages.
In fact, I was lucky enough to be invited to one such day just recently and
I was delighted to be able to give the prototype C1 Atlantic its very first
outing and maiden running-in session courtesy of Steve Smith and his
superb self-designed and built garage layout. Lots more photos and
details from this day can be found below in the ‘Out And About’ feature.
There are also reports from Australia on some G scale locos and a further
update from Kevin Byrne with some fascinating details about how he
made the accessories for his garden layout.
In ‘What’s New’ I am able to bring you updates on all the current
projects and I am pleased to say that they all appear to be moving
forward now, after a period with little progress due to the pandemic.
Fingers crossed it looks like being an exciting summer and autumn here
at WJVintage.
Finally, don’t miss the exclusive video clip of the new C1 Atlantic seen in
action for the very first time. Of course, this is only the prototype, but it
gives a flavour of what is to come. Scroll down to the ‘What’s New’
update for the video link.
Do please stay safe and …
Keep Enjoying Your Trains
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Out & About
Living close to the Suffolk coast, Steve Smith’s layout is perhaps not the
easiest to get to, but it is certainly worth the trip. Not only does he have a
fine collection of (mainly) modern image traditional vintage-style
railways, but he has also custom-designed and built his entire layout in
such a way that he can run both 2- and 3-rail locomotives at the flick of a
switch. With the relaxation of restrictions, he has started fairly regular
running days and is always very appreciative that friends make the
journey to see him. Sadly, I couldn’t make the previous day he hosted as
I had just had my second Covid jab and was feeling decidedly under the
weather. Thankfully, Les Martin was at this one (as well as the recent
day) and sent me some great photos such as the one above showing the
Ace Trains Jubilee, ‘Victoria’ in the British Railways Grass Green livery.
This compilation is therefore a mix of shots from both running days.
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Steve has a pretty broad range of railway interests but with a slight
leaning towards Eastern Region (not surprisingly given his location) so it
is no great surprise that his collection has a good representation of LNER
and eastern region BR subjects. I have always liked the Ace/Seven Mill N2
loco – in fact it is one of my favourites. Steve has two, LNER and BR, and
both were put to work during the day, the LNER on milk train duties,
whilst the BR hauled a suburban passenger train.

The Southern region got a good airing with a WJV Adams Radial in BR
lined black with late crest, presumably on passenger duties between
Axminster and Lyme Regis.
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There was also a really nice Darstaed Brighton Belle. It is a fiddle to
connect these coaches all together with the slightly awkward electrical
connections, but a little patience does pay dividends as this set looks
really nice when the interiors are fully illuminated.

There was also a good representation for London transport, with an Ace
Metropolitan Bo-Bo, ‘Sherlock Holmes’ and Pannier tank, plus the very
nice (even if I do say so myself) WJV LT Brake Van.
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Les Martin has an interest in Military Railways and lives not far from the
site of the old Longmoor Military Railway. Over time he has been
collecting an impressive military train for his WJV British Army J94 to
haul. I have a feeling this will soon be extended further with the addition
of a WD Well Wagon and Tar Tank Wagon.

A particular highlight for me was of course the opportunity for a first run
anywhere of the prototype C1 Atlantic in LNER green. Steve kindly
provided a rake of Ace LNER Gresley teak coaches, and I’m delighted to
report that she pulled away effortlessly hauling 6 coaches – right out of
the box. The header photo to this newsletter and the photo below show
her about to depart the station.
There is also a fabulous video clip of her running around the entire layout.
More details of this, plus a link to view it on my Youtube channel are
given below in the ‘What’s New’ section
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I really must thank Steve for inviting me to ‘play trains’ for the day. It
was a beautiful, sunny day, very relaxed in good company and I can’t say
how nice it was to feel normal again. Also, I have to say that East Coast
fish and chips are pretty darned excellent too!

G Scale Downunder

Here’s something a little bit different prompted by the recent LGB
collection that I have been selling over the past couple of newsletters. A
couple of items from the collection have found their way right across the
world to Richard in Tasmania. He in turn has sent back a few photos of
friend Colin’s (Col) LGB G scale ‘garden’ layout.
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Actually, ‘garden’ layout is the wrong term for this. It is more a ‘farm’
layout and runs around Col’s farm dam with locos taking a full 3 minutes
to complete a circuit! I guess you could call that an ‘Aussie Rules Garden’
Richard’s LGB locos shown above were from a very good friend who sadly
died, and they were restored and then converted to run using lead acid
batteries with a pre-set speed controller mounted in the tenders.
Col prefers to run live
steam as can be seen in
the photos left and below.
Richard tells me he had to
kneel in the mud at the
dam spillway and use a
zoom lens to get the photo
of the double heading
steamers crossing the
bridge over the cutting.
It certainly looks great fun
and it really is fantastic to
see some G Scale in
action. Thank you Richard
for sending in the photos.
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And some more from Wallers Ash Junction

This month Kevin Byrne has sent is further details of some of the feature
accessories on his brand-new garden layout. These have all been
designed and built by Kevin himself and I think they are particularly
impressive and highlight Kevin’s great creative skills.
The ‘pièce de résistance’ for me is the superb Cannington Viaduct –
although I may just be a little bit biased here. Kevin is particularly fond of
his WJV Adams Radial and claims to have designed the viaduct, which
spanned part of the Axminster to Lyme Regis Railway, as a tribute to his
loco. Inset shows the real thing.

The viaduct was cut from 5/8 inch ply and topped with 40 thou plasticard.
Kevin is really pleased with how it has turned out, particularly the jackarch which he included to remain faithful to the original (see inset pic).
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Elsewhere a crumbling old tunnel was in dire need of replacement. The
new version was a completely new design and was also lengthened to
around 2 metres. Here are Kevin’s notes on the construction:
‘Per se, the tunnel does not represent anywhere in particular, but it was
made on a platform of Gravel Planks obtained from Jewsons. The sides
and roof were made for the same stuff, but off-cuts were also recycled
from the original track bed of my former layout. Rocks and bits of wood
were used for the filling and covered with a layer of cement and topped
off with moss which should really take come the autumn.’
The photo above shows ‘City of Edinburgh’ entering the west portal in the
spring following construction the previous year. This also shows how
quickly the vegetation has taken. The photo below shows the east portal
of the tunnel shortly after construction last summer and at that time was
quite bare over the top of the end structure.

Finally here are a couple of photographs of the station, followed by
Kevin’s words by way of description/explanation.
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‘These two pictures go together. Again, the scene is a sort of General
Joints Line station. I Love the S & D, hence the signal box and some of
the signalling, I also like the M.S.W.J.R. through Marlborough and
Savernake, and also one can add in The Chedder Valley Line, Witham to
Yatton via Cranmore and Shepton Mallet, and of course the Lyme Regis
Branch. The thing I love doing is running typical trains on those particular
lines. I also love the places where the G.W.R. and the Southern Railway
meet.
So tis all rather complicated but fun!
The Station, in fact all the buildings, and line side stuff has all been
scratch built to my own design. Treated ply is the main material and also
offcuts of gravel board are very useful as it always does well to protect
from the weather. Thick perspex for the glass and the whole lot held
together with Gorilla glue. Various sizes of dowelling are used for the
telegraph poles and some of the signals. The arms are made of plasticard.
In all a lot of satisfaction can be derived from creating the right sort of
atmosphere.
Well Kevin, what can I say? I am in awe of your creative talent, and I
certainly think you have created the right atmosphere for your layout. I
love the way you have created something that brings you satisfaction and
with which you clearly do have a lot of fun. Well done indeed and thank
you so much for sharing with the WJV Newsletter readership.
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What’s New?
The Ivatt GNR/LNERC1 Class 4-4-2 Atlantic Update Including Exclusive Running Video!

Launched in the last newsletter, I am pleased to say the response to-date
to the new C1 Atlantic has been fantastic. Thank you all so much for your
support and pre-orders. It is always a bit of a step into the unknown
when a new project is launched, even though this was easily the most
requested loco from my poll (which was some time ago now).
Delivery is scheduled for 4th quarter of the year, and we are currently
planning 4 liveries – GNR (now with 2 running numbers), LNER x 2 (1 x
saturated and 1 x superheated) and British Railways (superheated). Note
none of the black British Railways locomotives were ever lined and none
carried the BR crest (early or late).
The photos above and below show the prototype as an early 'saturated'
loco in LNER green. We will be producing both 'saturated' and the later
'superheated' variants. More details will emerge over the coming months
so keep an eye on the WJVintage newsletter for all the latest updates.
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We will only be producing 150 of these locos across all 4 liveries. Since
our announcement we have decided to add a second running number
option (1450) to the GNR variant as this has been the most popular livery
to-date by far. Pre-orders are welcome (and advised) if you would like to
secure yours now!
The price will be £695.00 each plus P&P.
The proposed liveries are shown below:
GNR 251 – As Preserved at Doncaster

GNR1450 – One of the last saturated locos

LNER 4433 - A saturated locomotive

LNER 3283 – A superheated locomotive

British Railways 62822 – The last C1 to be withdrawn and another superheated loco.
On Sunday 26th November 1950 it hauled the aptly named ‘Ivatt Atlantic Special’ from
Kings Cross to Doncaster – its final run.

The specification for the new Ivatt C1 4-4-0 Atlantics will be as follows:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Precision engineered, (7mm to the foot) O gauge models
Hand built tinplate construction
Beautifully tampo-printed liveries
Fitted with standard (BL/Ace) style drop link couplings on tender
For 2- or 3-rail use (including raised centre 3rd)
Includes ON/OFF isolating switch
12 – 14 Volts DC
Super smooth drive mechanism with clutch
Minimum radius 27” (686mm)

Please get in touch if you have any other queries
regarding this superb new C1 Atlantic!
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Atlantic Makes Waves - Exclusive Running Video!

During my recent trip to Steve Smith’s running day on the East Coast, I
was able to get some exclusive video footage of the very first outing for
the Atlantic prototype. Click the following link to my Youtube channel and
you will see just a short clip (less than 2 mins) of her running around
Steve’s layout.
WJV New Release June 2021-GNR/LNER Ivatt Class C14-4-2 Atlantic YouTube
I have to say she performed superbly right out of the box and really
lookes a picture with a lovely rake of Ace teak Gresley coaches!
I hope you enjoy the clip!

Well Wagons

By the time you read this I should have the first production delivery of
three versions of the Well Wagons – LNER, GWR & BR. I will start to
contact those that have pre-ordered as quickly as possible once these are
available.
Pre-orders remain very encouraging across all liveries and I am now over
50% sold out across the entire range - with GWR and BR being
particularly popular.
So please, if you fancy one (or more) of these, do let me know as quickly
as possible to avoid disappointment. I will be allocated just 100 pieces
spread across all 6 liveries so some will be extremely limited as follows:
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20 x LNER (2 running numbers available)

20 x GWR Crocodile H (2 running numbers available)

20 x BR Weltrol MV (2 running numbers available)

10 x LMS (1 running number only)

15 x SR (2 running numbers available)

15 x WD (1 running number only)

The Well Wagons are priced at £99.00 each plus P&P and please note
they are supplied without loads.
However, Graham Lock is developing a range of loads specifically
designed to go with the well wagon.
These will include:
Boilers in the liveries of Bassett-Lowke (see below), J.T. Lowke and
Marklin. These are priced at £24.00 each plus P&P
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Cable Drums in the liveries of Callender, Enfield, Liverpool, BICC,
Bassett-Lowke, JT Lowke and Longmoor Military Railway. These will be
priced at £15.00 each (inc chock) plus P&P (Note the triangular frame
shown in the photo below is not included)

Twin Cable Drums
This is a new addition from Graham and has been designed specifically to
fit the Well Wagon

It comes complete with metal frames and wooden cradle as shown and
will be priced at £25.00 each plus P&P.
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Large Packing Cases

Meccano Binns
Road/Swift Levick
Sheffield

Swan Hunter/MOD
Royal Navy
Davenport

MetropolitanCammell/Pullman
Car Co.

Eastleigh
Engineering/
Vulcan Ironworks

MOD Royal Navy
Chatham/Harland & Wolff
(not Vickers as shown below)

Packing Cases will be £14.00 each (inc block to locate in Well Wagon)
plus P&P

Brand New Rectangular (Tar) Tank Wagon

Evoking memories of the vintage Tar tank wagons produced in the past
by Mills Brothers (Milbro) and Leeds Model Company (LMC), these brandnew Rectangular Tank Wagons have been brilliantly received. Many
thanks to everyone who has been in touch to pre-order. We are already
sold out/close to sold out on half the range! Please don’t delay if you wish
to order one of these wagons – once they are gone, they are gone.
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The initial range will feature six liveries, all produced in very limited
quantities. They will be:
Yorkshire & Lincolnshire Tar Distillation Co.
Shell/BP
GWR
ICI
WD
Smith & Forrest
The first 3 artworks are shown below, plus photos of the other 3 to give
an indication of how the wagons will look. Note, final artworks will be
subject to changes. More in future newsletters as the project develops.

First deliveries are now expected around July/August. Price for the
wagons is expected to be £48.00 each plus P&P.
As quantities are going to be extremely limited, you are welcome to place
your pre-orders right away. Please get in touch to reserve yours now.

WJVintage 10th Anniversary Commemorative PO 7-Plank
Wagon
Yes, hard to believe but I will have been in business for 10 years this
coming October. I would have liked to have had a big party but
unfortunately, I just don’t think it is worth the risk given where we are
with Covid. So, instead I will be launching a limited-edition wagon.
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Here is a first look at the actual, approved artwork projected onto a
wagon. Printing will be underway very soon so these should be here in
about a month to six weeks. (I estimate August sometime). Due to the
exceptional demand for these, I have now spoken to ETS, and they think
they can increase the production run to 70 pieces (was 60). That is only
a few more but it will help a little for those yet to order. 59 are now sold
so don’t delay too long.
I have to say, huge thanks to everyone that has ordered to-date – your
support is really very much appreciated.
Price will be £39.99 each plus P&P. Please order quickly to secure yours!

Mineral Wagons Update
The latest news is that the bodies have been delayed a little and are not
yet completed, which is a little disappointing. Meanwhile the chassis are
all finished and ready to go so hopefully, once the bodies are ready,
progress should be quite quick. More to come in future newsletters.
The photos below show early mock-ups of the BR Grey and Bauxite
versions.

Prices for these mineral wagons will be £39.95 each for a single wagon
and £150.00 for a set of 4 wagons, both plus P&P.
Coal loads will also be available, but pricing is still to be confirmed –
should be around £5.00 each plus P&P.

Darstaed BR Non-Corridor 3rd Class Coach
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As most of you are aware, I do from time to time come across secondhand items in new or very nearly new condition. This is one such item, a
beautiful Darstaed non-corridor coach in BR maroon and representing a
3rd class coach.
It is boxed and virtually as new with hardly any sign of wear on the
wheels. The interior is nicely detailed and can be illuminated using the
pins at either end to connect to other coaches (one of which will need to
have a pick-up connection to the third rail). It is 3-rail only.
Offered on a first come, first served basis at £70.00 plus P&P

See us at Shows – well it won’t be long! Or will it?
I am pleased to report that the re-start of some major shows is scheduled to
begin from August. Barry Potter Fairs have announced that their events will
begin then, and from my perspective the big news is that there will be a
Sandown event on Saturday September 18th. Of course, this will be very
much subject to the Covid situation and as I write we have already heard
that the planned ‘freedom-day’ of June 21st has been put back until July 19th
(at the earliest) due to the sharp increase in cases of the ‘Delta’ or ‘Indian’
variant. It remains to be seen where we will be after the main
June/July/August holiday period. We all need to keep an ear to the ground as
things might well change. I do hope not – it has been such a long time.
More news as things progress, over the coming weeks and months.
STOP PRESS – I have just heard from the O Gauge Guild that their Guildex
Show planned for 4th & 5th September has now been cancelled due to the
delay to the relaxing of Covid restrictions and the uncertainty this brings.
This is of course very unwelcome news and must throw doubt on the viability
of other shows. When will it ever end?

Don’t forget to like our WJVintage Facebook Page
With over 500 Facebook ‘likes’, the WJVintage page is almost as popular as
this newsletter! That said, many subscribers on Facebook are associates,
friends and family with a passing interest in what I get up to – so not my
key target audience.
However, it keeps growing and all the latest news
is often seen on Facebook before it appears in the newsletter as updates
can be done instantly rather than monthly. If you are a member of
Facebook why not look us up and give us a ‘like’?

Plus, we also now have a ‘Youtube’ Channel!
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I have to confess, after a good start, the channel has been quiet for a while
but I am pleased to say that a new video of the Atlantic running has now
been posted.
I am hoping that this will be the first of many and that the videos will be
able to recommence on a more regular basis over the coming weeks as
Covid restrictions ease. I’ll keep you posted.

Ordering from WJVintage is still Easy

Online
Please use the WJVintage website as a shop window and then place your
order by using the dropdown menu on each product page to select and
submit the item you wish to purchase. This automatically sends me your
details and I will be in touch to confirm your requirements and take
payment. Alternatively select what you want and then give me a call or email
me. Whichever method you use I will get back to you asap and I can confirm
stock, particularly for highly limited items, and postage options. Please see
below for full contact details.
Credit Card
We have a credit/debit card facility, so you can telephone and place your
order with us by calling 07711 092497 – please have your card to hand
when calling.
Cheque
If you would prefer to pay by cheque, that is no problem either. Just
download the order form from our website and complete your
requirements. Then make a cheque out for the total and post both order
form and cheque to us at the address shown. Please make cheques
payable to WJVintage.
Email
Alternatively, you can place your order by email and payment can then
be made either by card, PayPal, direct bank transfer or cheque. Please
note our email address is: wjvintage@outlook.com
BACS
A growing number of customers are now choosing to send money direct to
my account by BACS transfer. If you would like to use this method, please
contact me and I will send you my bank account details.

Delivery Situation
Deliveries are now pretty much back to normal, and I think it is time to
remove this update as we go forward towards a more normal life (and

20

assuming things continue to improve). Naturally if there is any change for
the worse, I will do my utmost to keep you updated.

Stay Safe Everyone!

Paul
WJVintage

*********
Tel: 07711 092497
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www.wjvintage.co.uk

