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Welcome to the January 2022 WJVintage newsletter and may I 
wish you all a slightly belated ‘Happy New Year’. 2021 was 

certainly another challenging year as we all dared to venture into 
the ‘new normal’ world, only to be thwarted right at the end of the 

year by the fast spreading ‘Omicron’ variant of Covid 19. However, 
things appear to be fast moving and, in the UK at least, ‘Omicron’ 

looks to be past its peak already. 
 

I have been lucky enough to start the year with a trip out to a 

fantastic Bassett-Lowke event in the West Midlands. I wasn’t sure 
it would go ahead but I think the fairly rapid decline of Omicron, 

coupled with sensible hygiene measures, made the decision to 
proceed easier, and I am glad it did. A full report can be found in 

the ‘Out and About’ feature below. Let’s hope as the year 
progresses that we will have a full schedule of shows to attend 

again. 
Despite Covid striking at the heart of the ETS operation with key 

staff members recently testing positive and forced into isolation, a 
trickle of new products has continued to arrive, and I am now 

pleased to be able to offer the full range of Tar Tank Wagons 
(although most are now sold) plus the new Sheffield Tram which 

looks even better in the ‘flesh’ than the artwork suggested. Full 

details on these and other updates are in the ‘What’s New’ 
feature. 

As many of you have commented, there was no December 
newsletter. The November edition was so late appearing, and the 

December edition really needed to be out pre-Christmas, so I felt 
there was insufficient new ‘news’ to justify the additional edition. 

The upside of this is that I now have plenty of content for the 
‘Customer Corner’ feature so do scroll down for a variety of your 

submissions. 
  

Stay Safe & 
Keep enjoying your trains 

WJVintage  

Jan 2022 Newsletter 
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Bassett-Lowke Vintage Train Event, Dodford Village Hall, 
Near Bromsgrove – Saturday 16th January 2022. 
This was a last-minute booking for me, so I am indebted to Beric 

Elwell for managing to squeeze me in and I am so glad he did. 
What a lovely event to start the year and, whilst the numbers in 

attendance were, perhaps understandably, quite low, the quality 

of items running and on display was excellent. 
 

It was also so nice to be able to chat to old friends, many of whom I 
hadn’t seen for the best part of two years! This is a brand-new event, and 

the village hall at Dodford is quite modern, bright and airy, actually 
making it perfect for a model railway show. Beric Elwell, the organiser and 

a long-term member of the Bassett-Lowke Society, is to be applauded for 
organising what has been billed as a successor to the old Avoncroft event. 

I certainly think on this showing it should become a permanent fixture on 
the Bassett-Lowke calendar. 

The main hall was large enough to accommodate the traders in a central 
square area, plus a large O Gauge and large-ish Gauge 1 layout. To one 

side of the main hall there was additional trader space, plus the canteen 
and a seating area with tables for consuming lunch and afternoon cake!  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Out & About 
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There were a couple of outstanding, and super-rare, locos on display. In 
Gauge O Mike Little brought along his fabulous Bassett-Lowke 4-6-0 

Castle Class 4079 ‘Pendennis Castle’. The exact number of these made by 
Winteringham for Bassett-Lowke isn’t 100% certain but they were 

produced just before the outbreak of World War Two and it is thought that 
only single figures were made before the conflict forced manufacturing to 

cease.  
 

 
Below you can see Mike (foreground), ably assisted by the other Mike 
(Delaney) as they oil the loco and coaches prior to running. 

 
It really is wonderful to see such a rarity being used in the manner for 

which it was intended – in other words running! Below you will see the 
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loco approaching the station with a platform full of eager travellers 
awaiting its arrival. 

 

 
 

Another magnificent rarity was to be found over on the Gauge 1 layout. 
This was a complete one-off, an articulated tank engine built by the 

famous model railway engineer, Henry Greenly. The locomotive was the 
subject of an article in the December 1911 edition of Models, Railways 

and Locomotives so that dates it to Edwardian times and over 110 years 
old. 
 

 
 

I have to confess, that I didn’t see this one running but it certainly is a 

most unusual and attractive design, and it was in quite superb condition 
for its age. If you enlarge the photo below you should just be able to read 

the text of the article 



5 
 

 
 

Below are a couple more shots of the O Gauge layout showing the engine 
sidings and the long straight and station. 

  
 

And below are a couple of shots of the gauge 1 layout showing a lovely 
group of wagons (photo David Cooper) and some tank engines in the 

sidings 
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It is great to see you all enjoying the hobby despite the ongoing 

restrictions imposed by Covid 19, and thanks to all of you who have 
submitted photos and information to me. There is quite a lot so if your 

submission doesn’t feature this month, it almost certainly will in the 
February edition. 

 
Who’se been a Good Boy then? 

Do you remember those days when you were younger, and the chances of 
Santa dropping by depended on how good you had been? Well Jonathan 

Ward must have been an exceptionally good boy for Santa to deliver, not 
one, but two British Railways ‘Door to Door’ containers (made by Graham 

Lock) for use on his O gauge layout. The grin on his face says it all!  
 

 

Customer Corner 
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What’s more, how understanding was Jonathan’s partner Sarah, to allow 
him to set up his wonderful, self-built portable layout on Christmas Day 

afternoon, in the conservatory, so the containers could be pressed 
immediately into service? Or maybe she just fancied a bit of peace and 

quiet???       

 
 

 
 

I have to say, whether by rail or road, these containers look like an 
excellent addition to the layout. Thanks very much to Sarah for sending in 

the photos. How refreshing it is to have a contribution from one of my 
customers’ partners. 
 

More from Santa 
Gordon Sandell over in Washington state, USA also had a recent visit 
from Santa. Gordon showed great self-discipline when the parcel arrived 

just before Christmas. He carefully removed a spare bolt I had sent him 
then returned the rest of the contents to one of santa’s elves for 

wrapping. Here, in Gordon’s words is why: 
‘I took out the bolt, before the remaining contents were removed for 

wrapping, and my USA tank entered Eastleigh for some minor repairs. 

The result is shown on the attached photos, as ex-USATC No 4326 
moves onto her train of STEF refrigerated vans (from JeP and Hornby). 

The date has to be sometime between about May 1946 (when the 
Southern Railway borrowed her to check her suitability to replace the 
ex-LSWR B4 tank locos in Southampton Docks), and October 1948 

(when she was repainted as BR No 30074).’ 
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Another beautifully composed photo Gordon, thanks for sending it along 
with the back story. But it doesn’t end there because come Christmas day 

Gordon had the rest of his presents to open. A few more wagons were 
added to his collection and below is a photo of them in action behind an 

Ace 8F. There are still a couple more mineral wagons and some coal loads 
to be added to this rake (as soon as they are delivered to me). Once 

again, the quality of Gordon’s layout comes to the fore, along with his eye 
for composition – another outstanding photo, I’m sure you will all agree. 
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Customers Go ‘Out & About’ 
Brian Edinboro has featured several times in this newsletter over the past 

months. He not only has a fine O gauge layout at home, but as an ex-
railway employee for many years, he also has a keen interest in the real 

railways (like many of us I guess). Being based in Lincolnshire, Brian 
keeps an eye on local steam railway movements in particular, and never 

misses an opportunity to view a preserved loco if it happens to be in 

steam on or around the east coast mainline. 
Here are a few photos taken in mid-December 

 

 
 

First off hauling the Royal Scot train through Doncaster station is LMS 
Coronation Class 4-6-2 ‘Duchess of Sutherland 

 

 
 

Next is a nice shot of LMS Stanier Class 5 4-6-0 (Black 5) 44871 taking 
on water at Sleaford 
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Finally, a little further afield for Brian, is this GWR Manor Class 4-6-0 

‘Foxcote Manor’ hauling a ‘Santa Special’ through the fog at Market 
Bosworth on the preserved Battlefield line. 

 
Furthermore, Brian also recently visited the ‘Rocks by Rail Museum near 

Cottesmore in Rutland. This is an excellent museum for anyone interested 
in industrial railways, being located in an old ironstone quarry and with a 

collection of over 20 industrial locos all at various stages of restoration.  

 
The museum has carefully rebuilt the original engine shed and workshop 
from Woolsthorpe quarries, and this now houses all the current 

restoration projects. 
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It is several years since I last visited this museum, and it looks as if 
considerable work has been done since. I must add it to my list of outings 

for this coming spring/summer and if you are in the area (a few miles 
west of the A1 between Stamford and Grantham), I would highly 

recommend a visit. 
Thanks again Brian for all the photos. 

 

Just as Alan would have wanted 
One of the reasons I was asked to help dispose of some of the late Rev. 

Alan Cliff’s vast collection, is that both Alan and his family wanted the 
locos and rolling stock to be sold on to enthusiasts who would enjoy using 

them.  
That is certainly the case with Chris Holmes, who acquired the beautifully 

repainted and relined Hornby ‘County of Bedford’, married to an Ace GWR 
tender. Chris is very taken by the restored loco and intends to further 

improve it over the coming months. Meanwhile, here are a couple of 
splendid photos of the loco hauling a set of Darstaed GWR clerestory non-

corridor coaches.  
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Chris reports that it runs as well as it looks so what a fantastic new lease 
of life this loco now has. I am sure Alan will be smiling a heavenly grin of 

great approval! 
By the way, the header photo for this newsletter was also supplied by 

Chris. He was lucky enough to acquire a nice set of 4x Darstaed Pullman 
cars – badged for the “Queen of Scots”. The plan is to re-badge these for 

the “West Riding Pullman” to run behind the superheated LNER Atlantic 
(when it arrives). For the time being, however, they do look splendid 

being hauled by the Seven Mill Models V2. 
 

 

 
 
Sheffield Tram 
True to their word, ETS managed to get a small quantity of Sheffield 
trams shipped just in time for Christmas and I did manage to post a 

couple out to customers before the holiday.  
It really is a most charming model and looks even better ‘in the flesh’ 

than it did in the artwork mock-ups. 

 
The tram operates from a standard 12-volt DC power source and is 

designed for 2-rail use on the ETS tram track system (or standard O 
gauge 2-rail track). It features a sprung pantograph pole and working 

front and rear lights.  

They are priced at £154.00 plus P&P and I have a couple left from a very 
limited run of just 15 pieces. Let me know asap if you would like one. 

What’s New 
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By the way, as a UK distributor for ETS I can obtain all of the ETS range 
of tram track, power units etc. Let me know if this is of interest as well. I 

don’t hold stock but orders do come in on a regular basis. 
 

  
 

 

Tar Tank Wagon Update 
I am pleased to confirm that all the Tar Tank Wagons are now available. 
Due to an order cancellation, I do now have very limited stock of all the 

tank wagons as follows: 
 

Shell/BP – 1 piece            ICI – 1 piece        Smith & Forrest – 4 Pieces 
  

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

GWR – 3Pieces      Yorks & Lincs – 1Piece          WD – 1 Piece 

      
As you will see several of these are down to just 1 piece remaining, so 
please get in touch quickly to secure one of them. They are all priced at 

£48.00 each plus P&P 
 

Other Updates 
As I mentioned in my introduction to this month’s newsletter, Covid has 

struck at ETS with key members of staff being struck down by the virus, 

including the head engineer who is still isolating at home. This inevitably 
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means they will be dealing with a significant backlog and so updates on 
major projects may be subject to further delay I fear.  

 
 

Atlantic Update 

 
The latest update is that the wheel tooling is now complete and ETS are 
awaiting the finished wheels. There is still a lot of work to be done but the 

best current estimate is that production will be ready in around 2 months, 

so late March. 
In the meantime, I do still have both LNER and the British Railways 

liveries available and if you would like to reserve one, please get in touch 
asap. 

Meanwhile here is a list of stock still remaining 
GNR – SOLD OUT 

LNER early saturated – 4 pieces 
LNER later superheated – 11 pieces 

BR – 5 pieces 
Please don’t leave it too long if you are contemplating one of these lovely 

locos – get your pre-order in now to secure (no deposit required). 
All Atlantics are £695.00 plus P&P 

Estimated first deliveries from 1st quarter 2022 

 

WJVintage 10th Anniversary Wagon Update 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Before Christmas, ETS were proposing to invest in their own finishing 

equipment in order to apply the varnish coat to these (and to their own) 
wagons. In the latest update they are now producing test sheets with 

different coatings to ensure they do not react with the printing inks. It is 
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progress albeit slow and I will hopefully be able to update in more detail 
next month. 

 

Mineral Wagon Wagon Update 
The final two versions (running numbers) of the Grey Mineral Wagons are 

due to be shipped in January. I don’t have an exact date yet, so I am 
hoping there is no delay. I will be in touch with customers with pre-orders 

as soon as they arrive. Thanks for your patience. 
Prices for these mineral wagons are £39.95 each for a single wagon and 

£150.00 for a set of 4 wagons, both plus P&P. I have both grey and 
bauxite versions still available. 

The second batch of Coal loads should be delivered soon and will be 
priced at £4.50 each plus P&P (slightly cheaper than originally 

suggested!). 

These make a great finishing touch, don’t you think? 
 

 

 
 

 

 
The Alan Cliff Collection 
The Alan Cliff Collection continues to shrink slowly as items sell. There are 
however one or two bargains still left. Below is the updated list of 

remaining items with one or two reduced prices now highlighted. If any 
item is of interest just let me know and I will send you a photo or two to 

assist your purchasing decision. 
 

Item 
No. Description Price £ Notes 

27 Powell & Market San Francisco Tram 65.00   

80 ETS 0-6-0 USA Tank Southern Railways 325.00   

99 Spectrum United Traction Co Tram Car 65.00   

113 Midland Rly 6 wheel clerestory coach 35.00   

145 Ace LBSCR Coach Set 200.00   

146 Ace CR Bogie Coach Set 200.00   

159 WJV Colman's PO Wagon 30.00   

162 Bernard Ridgely Colmans Van 40.00   

183 Ace LNER Dynamometer Car (B Wright Overlay) 195.00  Reduced 

225 WJV GNR Bogie Brick Wagon 70.00   
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241 ACE trains LNWR 6W full brake 50.00   

282 Darstaed Suburban 3 piece coach set 180.00   

292 Darstaed 2 coach GER set (with horsebox missing) 90.00   

293 Darstaed LBSCR 3-piece coach set 200.00   

294 Darstaed GCR 4-piece coach set 200.00   

295 Darstaed Metropolitan 3 piece coach set x 2 400.00   

298 Darstaed GCR 3-piece coach set 200.00  Reduced 

300 Bachmann Brassworks unpainted tank wagon 40.00   

301 IBI (Spain) Fyffes van 35.00   

318 WJV WW1 Tank Wagon (57) 35.00   

321 Ace Palethorpe's Van 35.00   

325 Highfield LNWR Composite Coach 55.00   

342 Darstaed 2-6-2 Great Western 275.00  Reduced 

343 WJV Sentinel 0-4-0 Shunter GWR 235.00  Reduced 

400 Highfield LNWR 1st/3rd Composite Coach 55.00   

402 2 x Mr Cat litho LMS corridor coaches 140.00   

409 British railway Modelluing Van 25.00   

410 Darstaed Rowntrees Van 35.00   

424 CSD 8-wheel tender 20.00   

469 LNER Gresley Corridor Brake 60.00   

473 Darstead Horton Weetabix Van 30.00   

474 Ace trains LMS Corridor Full Brake 60.00   

476 Tony Blur PO Van 25.00   

497 ETS Castrol Tank wagon (modified) 35.00   

501 Darstaed Melrose Tea Van 35.00   

512 Ace Trains 3 x LNWR Coach Set 200.00   

514 Ace LMS 3rd Class 60.00   

518 LMS 3F 0-6-0 275.00   

522 Ace Met Pullman Parlour 'Mayflower' 90.00   

523 Darstaed LT Brake 3rd 497 70.00   

530 Sutcliffe 1938 Chris Craft Race Boat 150.00 Almost mint boxed 

571 Darstaed 4 x FR Coach Set 280.00   

582 Darstaed FR 6-wheel full brake 45.00   

585 Rail King MTH Southern 0-8-0 Switcher 200.00   

586 Corgi LMS Set 10.00   

604 WJV LNER Sentinel 0-4-0 Y3 Shunter 235.00  Reduced 

 

The David Bates Collection – PRICES REDUCED 
These superb models were first featured earlier this year. Just two items 
from David Bates’ amazing radio control conversions remain unsold. They 

are both fantastic looking locos and are shown below along with Youtube 
links where you can see them in action.  

STOP PRESS - David has asked that the prices be reduced by £100.00 

per loco as he would like these to be sold asap. They now represent even 
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more of a bargain given the quality of conversion and the ‘ready to run’ 
package on offer. 

Over time, David has refined the system that he uses, and on offer is the 
very latest in 2.4ghz radio control, expertly adapted for use in coarse 

scale O gauge locomotives. They are ideal for outdoor use but will of 
course run just as happily indoors as well. They really are quite something 

as I think you will agree when you read on. 
What’s on offer? 

Well, David has converted all his locos to battery power, using state of 
the art Lithium Polymer batteries for long run time. He has fitted sound 

and smoke to most of the locos and each is fitted with a receiver, speed 
controller and battery. For operation, you will also receive a transmitter, 

programmable controller, battery charger, as well as full instructions – in 
fact around £250.00 of radio equipment with each loco. They really are 

‘ready to run’. What’s more, David has produced a video to accompany 

each loco so you can see for yourselves exactly how realistically they 
operate. He explains the features of each loco and the functions. 

Here is the list of remaining locos: 

No  Loco Name Make  Smoke  Price  

1 A4 Bittern (Double Tender) Seven Mill Models yes £950.00  £850.00 

2 9F Evening Star Ace Trains  Yes £850.00  £750.00 

The models are pictured below and there is also a link to Youtube videos 
where David explains the features and operation of each loco. 
 

A4 Bittern (Double Tender)                    9F Evening Star 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
Seven Mill Models A4 Bittern - YouTube           Ace Trains O Gauge 9F Evening Star - YouTube 

 

 

See us at Shows  
The Covid 19 Omicron variant appears to have peaked in the UK and is 

now in decline. I think we can look forward with a degree more confidence 
in the hope that events will be able to go ahead. I would however still 

recommend that you check before travelling as things can change very 
quickly as we have already seen. 

 

Tuesday Jan 25th 2022 – HRCA Cambridge Group 
Fulbourn Village Library, The Swifts, Haggis Gap, Fulbourn CB21 5HD 

5:30pm to 9:00pm 
 

NOW ONLY £850.00 plus P&P NOW ONLY £750.00 plus P&P 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qk5FvhKN0H8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qu4NGKSCry8
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Monday February 14th 2022 – HRCA Cotswold Group 
Northend Village Hall, Top Street, Northend, Southam, Warwickshire, 

CV47 2TN – 4pm to 8:30pm 
NOTE: This meeting has now returned to the newly built and opened 

village hall in Northend! 
 

Saturday February 26th 2022 - Sandown Park (Barry Potter Fairs) 
Sandown Exhibition Centre, Sandown Park Racecourse, Portsmouth Road, 

Esher, Surrey, KT10 9AJ - 10:30am to 3:00pm 
 

Saturday Mar 26th 2022 - Bassett-Lowke Society Running Day, 
Digswell 

NOTE – PROVISIONAL DATE SUBJECT TO CONFIRMATION 

The Cowper Arms, 31 Station Road, Digswell, Welwyn, Herts, AL6 0EA – 

10:30am to 3:30pm 
Please note The Cowper Arms is next to Welwyn North Station 

 
Saturday Apr 2nd – Beckenham Vintage Toy Train Show 

St John’s Church, Eden Park Avenue, Beckenham, Kent BR3 3JN - 10am 
to 5pm – 10 working layouts, trade stands and light refreshments 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Don’t forget to like our WJVintage Facebook Page 
With over 500 Facebook ‘likes’, the WJVintage page is almost as popular as 

this newsletter! That said, many subscribers on Facebook are associates, 
friends and family with a passing interest in what I get up to – so not my 

key target audience.       However, it keeps growing and all the latest news 

is often seen on Facebook before it appears in the newsletter as updates 
can be done instantly rather than monthly. If you are a member of 

Facebook, why not look us up and give us a ‘like’? 

 

 

 

Plus, we also now have a ‘YouTube’ Channel! 
I have to confess, after a good start, the channel has been quiet for a while 

but I am pleased to say that a new video of the Atlantic running has now 
been posted.  

I am hoping that this will be the first of many and that the videos will be 

able to recommence on a more regular basis over the coming weeks. I am 
working with my son to produce and post another video update over the 

coming weeks - I’ll keep you updated. 
 

https://studio.youtube.com/channel/UC4Nfb8pCxxz44SgufA36CHQ/videos/upload?filter=%5B%5D&sort=%7B%22columnType%22%3A%22date%22%2C%22sortOrder%22%3A%22DESCENDING%22%7D
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=371317419566052&ref=br_rs
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Ordering from WJVintage is Easy 

Online 
Please use the WJVintage website as a shop window and then place your 

order by using the dropdown menu on each product page to select and 
submit the item you wish to purchase. This automatically sends me your 

details and I will be in touch to confirm your requirements and take 
payment. Alternatively select what you want and then give me a call or email 

me. Whichever method you use I will get back to you asap and I can confirm 
stock, particularly for highly limited items, and postage options. Please see 

below for full contact details. 
 

Credit Card 

We have a credit/debit card facility, so you can telephone and place your 
order with us by calling 07711 092497 – please have your card to hand 

when calling.  
 

Cheque 
If you would prefer to pay by cheque, that is no problem either. Just 

download the order form from our website and complete your 
requirements. Then make a cheque out for the total and post both order 

form and cheque to us at the address shown. Please make cheques 
payable to WJVintage. 

 
Email 

Alternatively, you can place your order by email and payment can then 
be made either by card, PayPal, direct bank transfer or cheque. Please 

note our email address is: wjvintage@outlook.com 
 

BACS 
A growing number of customers are now choosing to send money direct to 

 my account by BACS transfer. If you would like to use this method, please 

contact me and I will send you my bank account details. 
 
 

Stay Safe Everyone! 

Paul 

  ********* 
 
 
 
 
 

 

       WJVintage                    Tel: 07711 092497        www.wjvintage.co.uk 
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