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Welcome to the February 2022 WJVintage newsletter which has 
just been completed following storm Dudley and storm Eustice, 

with the latter bringing back memories of 1987 – which I guess 
most of us (in the UK) can remember. It’s a shame because other 

than the weather, spring is showing signs of imminent arrival and 
the Omicron variant looks to be in decline with all restrictions in 

England due to be lifted very soon. 
 

I am also pleased to report that everyone at ETS is now fit and 
well and back at work. There is still a huge backlog from their 

suppliers but at least we should now see progress on a number of 

projects. As always check out the ‘What’s New’ feature for further 
updates on new products. 

As I write I am looking forward to the first Sandown Toyfair of the 
year which takes place on Saturday 26th February. The Beckenham 

Vintage Show has also been confirmed for Saturday April 2nd and, 
hot off the press, I have just received the great news that the 

excellent Alresford Festival of Toy Trains will be returning on 
Saturday June 18th. I will be at all of these and plenty of others! 

After two long years of restrictions, there is suddenly a very real 
sense of cautious normality returning. Do keep an eye on the ‘See 

us at Shows’ listings towards the end of the newsletter for details 
of where I will be and when. I am really looking forward to 

meeting up with as many of you as possible over the coming 
months. 

Over the past few weeks, I really haven’t been out as much as I 

would have liked, but what I have lacked in quantity, I have more 
than made up for in quality as you will see from the ‘Out and 

About’ feature below. 
  

Stay Safe & 
Keep enjoying your train 
 

WJVintage  

Feb 2022 Newsletter 
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A Visit to Andrew Spooner’s beautiful Cambridgeshire 
layout – 27th January 
I haven’t been able to get to as many events as I would like this 

past month, but I think I have made up for the quantity with 
quality. Andrew’s layout isn’t quite finished yet (are they ever?) 

but it is nevertheless quite stunning, and I am so glad I took the 
opportunity to see it. 
 

Andrew Spooner has been a very good customer for some time now and, 

although he lives about 45 minutes from me, he often chooses to come 

across to Kings Cliffe to collect items, particularly with the recent lack of 
local shows from which he might have chosen to collect.  

On this occasion however, I did suggest that I might be able to bring the 
Atlantic prototype over to Andrew’s at the same time as delivering some 

other items. I think he was as keen as I to see the Atlantic running on his 
layout and so a time and date was offered, and I gladly accepted. 
 

 
 

Out & About 
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Like so many of us, Andrew runs three-rail, but with a leaning toward 

modern issue traditional style locos and rolling stock from the likes of 
Bassett-Lowke (Corgi era), Ace Trains, Seven Mill Models, Darstaed and of 

course WJVintage. For reliability, his track is also very much new, being 

supplied by Maldon Rail. As you will see from the photo above of Sir Nigel 

Gresley, the track when fully ballasted looks very nice indeed (as does the 

ICI tar tank      ). 
 

 
 

His twin track, double length engine shed from Darstaed is a real focal 
point, as is the superb, fully functioning electric turntable which he made 

up from a kit by Kitwood Hill Models. I have some video of this operating 
with the Atlantic on it and I will try to post this onto my Youtube Channel 

shortly (when I get the hang of editing the footage properly!). 
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Andrew is also a talented modeller and has created some fabulous 

wagons of his own. You may recall these cattle wagons from a previous 
newsletter. He designed these himself as kits of parts that were then laser 

cut for him to assemble onto stock chassis. They really do look super with 
a really professional finish. 
 

 
 

Once again, an O gauge breakdown crane rears its head as another 
feature of the layout. This one was bought at auction, but Andrew has 

restored and in places rebuilt it to a very high standard indeed. 
 

 
 

Notice as well in the background, a really nicely restored and re-painted 

Dinky 564 Elevator/Loader which sits perfectly alongside the coal store. 
The change of colour (originally, they were yellow) also improves the look 

in my opinion, making it look more realistic. 
 

As I mentioned above, I did take quite a bit of video of the layout and 
various locos in action (although primarily the Atlantic). I will try to get 

these edited into one and will upload onto my Youtube channel as soon as 

I get a chance. I will also post a notification to my Facebook page once 
this is done. 

 
Many thanks to Andrew for allowing me the chance to come over and 

marvel at his incredible train room and I hope you have enjoyed me 
sharing a glimpse of it with you too. 
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You can tell that I have a certain fascination with these breakdown 
cranes. They seem to keep cropping up and each one is a very impressive 

piece in O gauge. This one is particularly special in my opinion. It has 
been scratch built by Dave Hensley from Bristol who tells me it was 

fabricated mainly from plastic card and other plastic pieces, plus some 
blocks of wood – just goes to show what can be done with sheets of 

plastic and parts from the scrap box! What’s more Dave has fully 
motorised it such that two small motors power the jib arm and hook, with 

batteries hidden away in the cab. 
Below is a photo of the main crane section under construction. If you look 

carefully, you will see the motors in place. 
 
 

 
 

 

Customer Corner 
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Just for comparison, Dave has also sent in a photo showing his crane at 

an early stage of construction, next to an original Hornby Dublo ‘Big Hook’ 
crane. 
 

 
 

I know I often say this, but there really are some talented folk out there. 

To cap it all, Dave doesn’t just produce amazing scratch-built wagons. He 
also builds his own locos! His latest creation is the magnificent M7 0-4-4T 

shown below – just awaiting a set of spoons that I recently supplied. 
 

 
 

Dave, thank you so much for sharing your amazing talents with us all. I 

am sure these photos will prove inspirational to others. If you do decide 

you would like to have a go at your own ‘Big Hook’, Dave has said he will 
be happy to offer assistance as to how he went about the build. Drop me 

a line and I will put you in touch with him. 
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Totally not railway related but a bit of fun nonetheless, regular readers 
may recall that I have occasionally taken part in the Kings Cliffe Players 

past pantomime productions. Sadly, there have been no shows for two 
years – the last one finished its two-week run just before lockdown in 

2020. We were determined to put on another production this year if at all 

possible, and so working around the restrictions of mask wearing and 
social distancing we have been rehearsing as best we can and are pleased 

to present ‘Adventure in Pantoland’.  
 

Covid 19 means it is a little later than we would have liked but the fun 
starts on 10th March at Kings Cliffe Village Hall. 

Work commitments generally mean that I only play a small role within the 
chorus (that’s me on the left in photo above) but this year, as it doesn’t 

clash with Sandown, I have taken on the role of the Genie in the Aladdin 
scene (see below) as well as my normal chorus role. For those of you that 

know her from Sandown or Harringworth (NAROGG) events Mrs L plays 
Fairy Honeysuckle whose magic eventually secures a happy ending!  
 

  
 

Tickets are still available if anyone fancies a laugh!       King's Cliffe Players Home 
Page (kingscliffeplayers.org) 

Its Panto Time Again 
Oh yes, it is! 

http://www.kingscliffeplayers.org/
http://www.kingscliffeplayers.org/
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Sheffield Tram 

The initial run Sheffield Trams that I ordered all sold out very quickly 
indeed, but I am pleased to say that ETS have been able to let me have a 

few more and so I now have just 3 pieces heading my way in the next 

week or two. If you would like one of these please get in touch quickly to 
secure yours. There won’t be any more of these made. 
 

 
The tram operates from a standard 12-volt DC power source and is 

designed for 2-rail use on the ETS tram track system (or standard O 
gauge 2-rail track). It features a sprung pantograph pole and working 

front and rear lights.  
They are priced at £154.00 plus P&P each. Let me know asap if you 

would like one. Note to European customers, ETS have retained a very 
small quantity of these trams for direct supply. This will get around any 

potential customs problems/delays/costs etc.  
By the way, as a UK distributor for ETS I can obtain all of the ETS range 

of tram track, power units etc. Let me know if this is of interest as well. I 

don’t hold stock, but orders do come in on a regular basis. 
 

           
More Trams? 
Given the success of the Sheffield Tram (albeit with a really low quantity 

produced), is there an appetite for more like this? If so which liveries? It 

What’s New? 
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might be possible to ask ETS to produce another run of circa 20 pieces if 

there is a demand. Do let me know your thoughts. 
 

Tar Tank Wagon Update 
I am down to just the last few of these fabulous Tar tank Wagons as 

shown below. Please get in touch quickly to secure one before they are all 
gone! 
 

Smith & Forrest – 4 Pieces  GWR – 3Pieces  Yorks & Lincs – 1Piece 
  

 
 

 
 

 
 

                 
They are all priced at £48.00 each plus P&P 
 

Atlantic Update 

 
The latest update is that first deliveries will be shipped during early April. 

I am awaiting sight of the artworks for approval any day now. The first 

two liveries to be available will be the early saturated LNER 4433 green 
lined scheme (similar to the prototype above) and the super-heated 

British Railways 62822 black scheme (similar to the OO model shown 
below). 
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In the meantime, I do still have liveries available to order as shown below 

and if you would like to reserve one, please get in touch asap. 
Meanwhile here is a list of my remaining non-allocated stock. 

GNR – SOLD OUT 
LNER early saturated – 4 pieces 

LNER later superheated – 11 pieces 

BR – 5 pieces 
Please don’t leave it too long if you are contemplating one of these lovely 

locos – get your pre-order in now to secure (no deposit required). 
All Atlantics are £695.00 plus P&P 

Estimated first deliveries April 2022 

 

WJVintage 10th Anniversary Wagon Update 

 

 

 

 

 
 

ETS have confirmed that they have now invested in their own machinery 
to varnish large sheets of printed tinplate. Initial tests have proved 

positive so it is hoped that the 10th Anniversary wagons will soon be back 
into production. Following the varnishing process the parts still need to be 

cut, folded and assembled so there is still a fair bit of work ahead, but I 

am feeling more positive that these will be completed and shipped in the 
next couple of months. I will post more as and when I receive further 

updates. 
 

Mineral Wagon Wagon Update 
The final two versions (running numbers) of the Grey Mineral Wagons 
were sadly further delayed but the good news is that the first batch is 

ready to ship any day now. Thanks for your patience. 
Prices for these mineral wagons are £39.95 each for a single wagon and 

£150.00 for a set of 4 wagons, both plus P&P. I have both grey and 
bauxite versions still available. 

The second batch of Coal loads should be delivered soon and will be 
priced at £4.50 each plus P&P (slightly cheaper than originally 

suggested!). 

These make a great finishing touch, don’t you think? 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



11 
 

Other Updates 

Merkur Track 
Please be advised that due to a change in company ownership, there is 

currently an issue with supplies of Merkur track. The Merkur train 

business has now transferred to Tioka-Ikaria run by the son of the original 
Merkur business owners. Following the retirement of my former wholesale 

supplier in the Netherlands, I have now been in contact with Tioka-Ikaria 
directly and have sent them a significant order so that I can get re-

stocked. I have not yet heard back as to when I might receive my order 
so with stocks rapidly declining, I am envisaging a period of stock 

shortages – hopefully just until my order can be despatched. 
I will keep you updated. 

 

 
Michael Foster Wagon Prototypes 
Those of you that know Michael Foster will appreciate that he has a very 
creative streak and is always coming up with ideas for new items to 

produce in O Gauge. The Mineral Wagons currently available are a great 
example of one of these ideas coming to fruition and Michael and I 

worked together very closely on these wagons. 

Sadly, not all ideas come to fruition, for any number of reasons but I 
guess primarily it comes down to cost. Michael has developed, at his own 

expense, a number of prototype wagons that fall into this category and he 
has now decided that he would like to try to recoup some of his outlay. As 

a result, I am able to offer a very limited number of very unique 
prototypes. These are all based on the principle of a tinplate frame and 

metal wheels by ETS, married to a resin cast or injection moulded body 
produced by Skytrex. They will all require a degree of 

finishing/painting/decoration as will be seen from the photos below. 
 

HAA Merry GO Round Hoppers 
These would look superb behind one of the last BR steam locos or the 
incoming diesels. There are two examples in injection moulded pale grey 

without coal load and two examples with coal load, one in pale grey and 
one painted in a darker grey with basic decoration. 

  
£35.00 each plus P&P (no coal)          £38.00 each plus P&P (with coal) 
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TTA Bulk Liquid Tanker 
Another great looking tank wagon for more modern traction, this Liquid 

tanker is cast resin on a tinplate frame and is finished in grey primer. 
There is only one of these available. 

  
£35.00 each plus P&P 

 

PCA Bulk Powder Tanker 
Another resin cast body on a tinplate frame, these superb Bulk Powder 

Tankers are also suited to more modern traction. There are two of these 
as shown below, one in pale grey resin and one with grey primer (a little 

blotchy in places). 
 

  
£35.00 each plus P&P 
 

These wagons are very much one-offs so please get in touch as quickly as 

possible if you would like one. Its first come first served. 
 

The Alan Cliff Collection 
The Alan Cliff Collection continues to shrink slowly as items sell. There are 
however one or two bargains still left. Below is the updated list of 

remaining items with one or two reduced prices now highlighted. If any 

item is of interest just let me know and I will send you a photo or two to 
assist your purchasing decision. 

Item 
No. Description Price £ Notes 

80 ETS 0-6-0 USA Tank Southern Railways 325.00   

145 Ace LBSCR Coach Set 200.00   
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146 Ace CR Bogie Coach Set 200.00   

162 Bernard Ridgely Colmans Van 40.00   

183 Ace LNER Dynamometer Car (B Wright Overlay) 100.00 Reduced 

225 WJV GNR Bogie Brick Wagon 70.00   

241 ACE trains LNWR 6W full brake 50.00   

282 Darstaed Suburban 3 piece coach set 180.00   

292 Darstaed 2 coach GER set (with horsebox missing) 90.00   

293 Darstaed LBSCR 3-piece coach set 200.00   

294 Darstaed GCR 4-piece coach set 200.00   

295 Darstaed Metropolitan 3 piece coach set x 2 400.00   

298 Darstaed GCR 3-piece coach set 300.00   

301 IBI (Spain) Fyffes van 35.00   

318 WJV WW1 Tank Wagon (57) 35.00   

325 Highfield LNWR Composite Coach 55.00   

343 WJV Sentinel 0-4-0 Shunter GWR 235.00  Reduced 

400 Highfield LNWR 1st/3rd Composite Coach 55.00   

402 2 x Mr Cat litho LMS corridor coaches 140.00   

409 British railway Modelluing Van 25.00   

424 CSD 8-wheel tender 20.00   

469 LNER Gresley Corridor Brake 60.00   

474 Ace trains LMS Corridor Full Brake 60.00   

476 Tony Blur PO Van 25.00   

497 ETS Castrol Tank wagon (modified) 35.00   

501 Darstaed Melrose Tea Van 35.00   

512 Ace Trains 3 x LNWR Coach Set 200.00   

514 Ace LMS 3rd Class 60.00   

523 Darstaed LT Brake 3rd 497 70.00   

530 Sutcliffe 1938 Chris Craft Race Boat 150.00 Almost mint boxed 

571 Darstaed 4 x FR Coach Set 280.00   

582 Darstaed FR 6-wheel full brake 45.00   

585 Rail King MTH Southern 0-8-0 Switcher 200.00   

586 Corgi LMS Set 10.00   

604 WJV LNER Sentinel 0-4-0 Y3 Shunter 235.00  Reduced 

 
 

The David Bates Collection 
FINAL LOCO - PRICE REDUCED 
These superb models were first featured last year. Just one item from 
David Bates’ amazing radio control conversions, remains unsold. It’s a 

fantastic looking double tender A4 Bittern in BR green and is shown below 
along with a Youtube link where you can see it in action.  

STOP PRESS - David has asked that the price be reduced by £100.00 as 
he would like this to be sold asap. This now represents even more of a 

bargain given the quality of conversion and the ‘ready to run’ package on 
offer. 
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Over time, David has refined the system that he uses, and on offer is the 

very latest in 2.4ghz radio control, expertly adapted for use in coarse 
scale O gauge locomotives. The loco is ideal for outdoor use but will of 

course run just as happily indoors as well.  
 

What’s on offer? 

Well, David has converted all his locos to battery power, using state of 
the art Lithium Polymer batteries for long run time. He has fitted sound 

and smoke to most of the locos and each is fitted with a receiver, speed 
controller and battery. For operation, you will also receive a transmitter, 

programmable controller, battery charger, as well as full instructions – in 
fact around £250.00 of radio equipment with each loco. They really are 

‘ready to run’. What’s more, David has produced a video to accompany 
each loco so you can see for yourselves exactly how realistically they 

operate. He explains the features of each loco and the functions. 
Here is the remaining loco: 

No  Loco Name Make  Smoke  Price  

1 A4 Bittern (Double Tender) Seven Mill Models yes £950.00  £850.00 

The model is pictured below and there is also a link to a Youtube video 

where David explains the features and operation of the loco. 
 

A4 Bittern (Double Tender)                     

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Click the title for video link    Seven Mill Models A4 Bittern - YouTube            

 

 
See us at Shows  
As of Thursday, 24th February 2022, most Covid restrictions in England 
will be lifted and most events are expected to very soon get back to 

normal. It could of course all change but let’s hope not! So, I look forward 
to seeing as many of you as possible over the coming months of spring 

and summer. 

 
 

Saturday 26th February - Sandown Park (Barry Potter Fairs) 
Sandown Exhibition Centre, Sandown Park Racecourse, Portsmouth Road, 

Esher, Surrey, KT10 9AJ - 10:30am to 3:00pm 
 

NOW ONLY £850.00 plus P&P 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qk5FvhKN0H8
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Saturday 5th March – TCS Spring Show Trinity Methodist Church Hall, 
Narborough Road, Leicester, LE3 2RD – 10:00am to 4:00pm 

 
Monday 14th March – HRCA Cotswolds Group 

Northend Village Hall, Top Street, Northend, Warks CV47 2TN 3:30pm to 

8:00pm NOTE – This meeting has returned to its old venue 
 

Tuesday 22nd March – HRCA Cambridge Group 
Fulbourn Village Library, The Swifts, Haggis Gap, Fulbourn CB21 5HD 

5:30pm to 9:00pm 
 

Saturday Mar 26th 2022 - Bassett-Lowke Society Running Day, 
Digswell 

NOTE – PROVISIONAL DATE SUBJECT TO CONFIRMATION 

The Cowper Arms, 31 Station Road, Digswell, Welwyn, Herts, AL6 0EA – 

10:30am to 3:30pm 
Please note The Cowper Arms is next to Welwyn North Station 

 
Saturday Apr 2nd – Beckenham Vintage Toy Train Show 

St John’s Church, Eden Park Avenue, Beckenham, Kent BR3 3JN - 10am 
to 5pm – 10 working layouts, trade stands and light refreshments 

 
Saturday June 18th – Alresford 28th Festival of Toy Trains, Perins 

Community School, New Alresford Hants SO24 9BS - 10.30am-4.30pm - 
80+ sales tables and circa 20 vintage layouts. Refreshments, real ale bar 

and live music. 

 
 

 
 
 

 

Don’t forget to like our WJVintage Facebook Page 
With over 500 Facebook ‘likes’, the WJVintage page is almost as popular as 
this newsletter! That said, many subscribers on Facebook are associates, 

friends and family with a passing interest in what I get up to – so not my 

key target audience.       However, it keeps growing and all the latest news 

is often seen on Facebook before it appears in the newsletter as updates 

can be done instantly rather than monthly. If you are a member of 
Facebook, why not look us up and give us a ‘like’? 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=371317419566052&ref=br_rs
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Plus, we also now have a ‘YouTube’ Channel! 
I have to confess, after a good start, the channel has been quiet for a while 
but I am pleased to say that a new video of the Atlantic running has now 

been posted.  
I am hoping that this will be the first of many and that the videos will be 

able to recommence on a more regular basis over the coming weeks. I am 
working with my son to produce and post another video update over the 

coming weeks - I’ll keep you updated. 
 

 

Ordering from WJVintage is Easy 

Online 
Please use the WJVintage website as a shop window and then place your 

order by using the dropdown menu on each product page to select and 
submit the item you wish to purchase. This automatically sends me your 

details and I will be in touch to confirm your requirements and take 

payment. Alternatively select what you want and then give me a call or email 
me. Whichever method you use I will get back to you asap and I can confirm 

stock, particularly for highly limited items, and postage options. Please see 
below for full contact details. 
 

Credit Card 
We have a credit/debit card facility, so you can telephone and place your 

order with us by calling 07711 092497 – please have your card to hand 
when calling.  
 

Cheque 
If you would prefer to pay by cheque, that is no problem either. Just 

download the order form from our website and complete your 
requirements. Then make a cheque out for the total and post both order 

form and cheque to us at the address shown. Please make cheques 

payable to WJVintage. 
 

Email 
Alternatively, you can place your order by email and payment can then 

be made either by card, PayPal, direct bank transfer or cheque. Please 
note our email address is: wjvintage@outlook.com 

 
BACS 

A growing number of customers are now choosing to send money direct to 
 my account by BACS transfer. If you would like to use this method, please 

contact me and I will send you my bank account details. 
 
 

https://studio.youtube.com/channel/UC4Nfb8pCxxz44SgufA36CHQ/videos/upload?filter=%5B%5D&sort=%7B%22columnType%22%3A%22date%22%2C%22sortOrder%22%3A%22DESCENDING%22%7D
mailto:wjvintage@outlook.com
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Stay Safe Everyone! 

Paul 

  ********* 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

       WJVintage                    Tel: 07711 092497        www.wjvintage.co.uk 

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=371317419566052&ref=br_rs
https://studio.youtube.com/channel/UC4Nfb8pCxxz44SgufA36CHQ/videos/upload?filter=%5B%5D&sort=%7B%22columnType%22%3A%22date%22%2C%22sortOrder%22%3A%22DESCENDING%22%7D

