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Welcome to the March 2022 WJVintage newsletter which I hope 
finds you safe and well as we enter spring – my favourite time of 

the year. Sadly, having overcome the winter storms, and with 
Covid 19 playing a lesser role in our lives, we are now hit with yet 

another crisis. The invasion of Ukraine by Russia is an appalling 
tragedy and one that may threaten world peace going forwards. I 

hope and pray that sense will prevail and peace will return quickly 
 

I have said it before, and will no doubt say it again, we are so 
lucky to have our hobby to distract us from a world that is so 

often downright depressing. So, let’s keep our chins up, and keep 

on enjoying our trains! 
 As I write, I have good news on the new product front with the 

artwork for the first two Atlantics, LNER early scheme and British 
Railways, now both completed and approved. Check out the 

‘What’s New’ feature for a sneak preview of these artworks, plus 
further updates on all new products. 

This month I also have a short new feature on ‘Repurposed 
Railways’. I have recently come across a couple of excellent 

examples locally of how new life can be breathed back into some 
of our historic railway rolling stock and architecture. I think this 

works on many levels. It preserves our railway heritage for future 
generations, retains the style and beauty of historic designs and it 

must surely be more eco-friendly to restore/re-furbish, rather 
than to destroy and re-build afresh. 

I am now getting ‘Out and About’ far more, and you can read my 

reports on recent events below and also check the ‘See us at 
Shows’ at the end of the newsletter for the very latest updates on 

my travel plans.  
  

Stay Safe & 
Keep enjoying your trains 
 

WJVintage  

March 2022 Newsletter 
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TCS Spring Meeting – Trinity Methodist Church, 
Leicester, Saturday March 5th 
With the lifting of restrictions in the UK I was fascinated to see 
whether this show would attract a decent number of visitors, 

particularly given the previous show last autumn was a little 
quiet. My fears were soon allayed, and this turned out to be a real 

corker of a show!  
 

The first thing that struck me was the atmosphere. We are all so pleased 
to be back out again and it seems everyone had a bit of a smile on their 

faces! Couple this with an excellent turnout, a great variety of layouts in 
all scales, plus strong trade support and you have a definite recipe for 

success in my book. Oh, and I mustn’t forget the catering which was 
second to none and such great value for money.  

Now, what about those layouts? Well, talk about variety. The first one you 

bumped into in the entry hall was Bryan Pentland’s fabulous display of 
Monorails. These varied hugely from early post-war tinplate examples to 

more modern plastic Disney branded toys from the 1990s. 
 

 
 

Out & About 
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The photo below left shows an interesting contrast with a modern plastic 

‘Compu-Train’ in the foreground and a rather nice, and very unusual, East 
German tinplate floor monorail by Keim in the background 
 

  
Another lovely item was the Japanese manufactured two-Car Monorail 

Express train shown above right. This was battery powered tinplate – 
quite beautiful! 
 

Moving into the smaller of the two main halls and you really couldn’t miss 
James Day's amazing Playmobil ‘Western’ themed G scale layout with 

large 1:24 scale Carrera slot car system with Carrera and Autoart Cars 

(see also the header photo for this newsletter). 
 

 
 

Elsewhere in this hall Dave White and Les Martin had a fantastic Thomas 

the Tank Engine OO gauge layout based around highly modified Tri-ang 
and Hornby, plus Tri-ang Minic vehicles. 
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The two O Gauge layouts were both in the main hall and were provided by 

the well know double acts of Bill/Rachel Vyse and Dave/Pete Peasant. The 
Vyse layout was Hornby O Gauge and had a Southern theme with a good 

representation of Southdown buses, including a Bayco Bus Garage. There 
were several other Bayko buildings including a church and station 

building. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

The Peasant layout is always impressive and features a full-length arched 
viaduct as its backdrop feature. The buildings on this occasion were all by 

Bassett-lowke and Hugar and the track system used is Lionel FasTrack. 
Diecast vehicles added a finishing touch and were mainly by Dinky and 

Corgi. 
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A real talking point in the main hall was undoubtedly the superb 

‘Baykminster’ Cathedral by Robert Palmer. Consisting of some 7000 
pieces this towering gothic style building features around 4000 pieces of 

original Bayko plus 3000 bespoke 3-D printed additional parts. What 
scale? Well, unbelievably it is only 1:87 scale yet it looks huge! 
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It certainly dwarfed Robert’s mainly Bayko replica of a Hornby Dublo pre-
war wooden Terminal Station as can be seen from the photo below. 
 

 
 

The trade stands were in abundance and featured lots of well-known 

characters from the UK O Gauge world; Tony Penn, Mark Carne, Simon 
Goodyear, Michael Foster, Barry Potter, Colin Toten, Len Mills and yours 

truly to mention but a few! 
All in all, this was a great day, and it was so nice to see the TCS shows 

back up and running and very well supported by a good number of 
visitors/enthusiasts/members. Long may it continue, and I am looking to 

the autumn show already! 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

What a Picture! 
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Regular readers will understand just why I could not resist this wonderful 

1960s photograph from the Len Ince Collection, which was posted on a 
Facebook group I follow. 

I seem to have a certain fascination with these breakdown cranes and 
certainly I have shown quite few photos of some fantastic O gauge 

models over the years. However, I haven’t published many photos of the 

real thing, and certainly never a period picture. So, to come across what 
must be a rare colour photo from the mid-late sixties is a real bonus. 

Built by Cowan Sheldon of Carlisle, this 75 Ton Breakdown Crane was 
delivered to Eastleigh in 1964. The photo is dated later than this because 

the coloured light signals and third rail visible in the photo were 
apparently installed around 1966. It’s a little difficult to tell but I think the 

loco is a British Railways Standard Class 4, 2-6-4 Tank. 
A wonderful evocative, period photograph, I hope you will agree. 

 
 

 
 

 
The railways in Britain form an important part of our transport and 

industrial history and I think it is important to preserve elements of both 

rolling stock and architecture for the benefit of future generations. TV 
series like Yesterday Channel’s ‘The Architecture the Railways Built’ have 

become very popular and have helped to raise the profile of our railway 
heritage and have hopefully contributed to the re-purposing of both 

buildings and rolling stock, where in the past they may have been 
demolished or broken up for scrap. 

 
You may recall from a newsletter last summer that whilst on holiday I 

came across the beautiful old station at Tintern which has now become a 
very popular café offering lovely views of the beautiful Wye Valley from 

the garden which was once the track-bed. 
 

 

Repurposed Railways 
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More recently, and far closer to home I have come across another two 

interesting cases of repurposing. 
 

Keep your Fitness on Track with a Personal Train-er 
Many moons ago, I showed a photo in the newsletter of an old European 

railway carriage that has been located on the farm where my wife rides 
her horse for as long as I can remember. Sadly, it was rather falling into 

disrepair as the original idea to turn that into a café had failed to come to 
fruition. However, a few months ago it was moved to a new location and 

work began on restoring and re-purposing it. Just a few weeks ago it 
officially re-opened as …. ‘The Carriage Exclusive Fitness Club’ 
 

 
 

Set right next to the lakeside and amongst trees it really does occupy a 
very tranquil spot – which rather belies the more frantic activity that 

takes place inside. 
 

 
 



9 
 

It is now kitted out with all the latest fitness machines and weights, plus 

of course one side is completely mirrored so you can admire your bulging 
biceps as they develop! If I’m honest, I think I am possibly past my best 

days when it comes to becoming ‘ripped’, but I wish this new venture all 
the best. They have certainly breathed new life into the carriage and long 

may it remain that way! 

 

When is an Engine Shed not an Engine Shed? 

 
This Grade II listed Victorian engine shed was part of the former 
Peterborough East station, which was opened by the Eastern Counties 

Railway (ECR) in June 1845. As the city's first railway station, it was 
initially known simply as Peterborough until being renamed Peterborough 

East in July 1923. 

Passenger services on the line to Northampton were discontinued in May 
1964 and freight services from Peterborough East were terminated in 

April 1966. The remaining passenger services on the route to Rugby 
(which stopped at my home village of Kings Cliffe) were withdrawn in 

June 1966 although the station continued to serve as a parcel depot until 
December 1970. 

The site was proposed in 1971 as a possible location for the National 
Railway Museum (eventually located in York). The station building was 

demolished in 1972. The turntable was acquired by the Nene Valley 
Railway (NVR) in 1977 and moved to Wansford, leaving the engine shed 

plus adjacent goods sheds and a section of the main platform as the only 
remaining structures. 

The Peterborough to Ely line, which runs past the site, is still in use. The 
engine sheds and some of the goods sheds were thankfully preserved as 

part of a multi-million pound redevelopment of the Fletton Quays area of 

the city and as you can see, this engine shed now thrives as a Greggs 
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bakery and coffee shop. The photo blow is of a plaque found on one of the 

walls. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

This month we hear again from Jonathan Ward in Leicestershire. Jonathan 

visited my table at the TCS Show in Leicester and brought with him some 
parts from his latest project to produce a 3-car Metropolitan-Cammell 

DMU. He has just updated me with a progress report and some photos. 
This is going to be a bit special I reckon! 

 
 

Here are a few words from Jonathan with some more details: 
‘The three cars are all CCW kits. These comprise of the sides, roof and floors in 
wood, cast white metal ends along with white metal castings for buffers, 

exhausts and window frames. The floors were a little too narrow and warped to 

Customer Corner 

If you have any interesting 
repurposed railway 

architecture or rolling 
stock near you, why don’t 

you send me a photo or 
two along with a 

paragraph about what it 
was and what it has 

become. I will gladly 
feature it in a future 

newsletter. 
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be used, so I've cut new floors from 3mm ply. The cab castings also took a lot of 
work to get the roof line to look convincing. And I'm really not looking forward to 

fettling all of those window frames.  
I drew up the bogies in CAD and got them 3D printed. Wheel sets and motor 
bogies from ETS, as you know. 

The CCW kit is based on the Metropolitan Cammell built units from the late 50's, 
later Class 101. They were quite numerous, and were built as 2, 3 and 4 car sets 

depending on where they allocated. They were some of the last first generation 
DMU's to still be in regular service, the last ones being withdrawn in December 
2003. 

This one will be finished in BR green with speed whiskers, and numbered as one 
of the sets delivered to Derby in 1958. Heaven forbid I find another pair of 

driving cars, I'd like to do a unit in Blue and Grey too.  
For good measure I've included a shot of the Metro-Cammell unit with my 

Douglass models Derby Lightweight for good measure. In real life the two units 
were incompatible, although Metro-Cammell did make an earlier series of units 
which were.’ 
 

 
I am really looking forward to seeing the finished unit. I love the fact that 
Jonathan has incorporated the latest state of the art technology to create 

the detailed bogies as CAD-designed, 3D printed parts. There are some 
very clever people around! Thanks so much for sharing Jonathan and 

please send in some more updates as you go. 
 

 

 
 

Atlantic Update 

 

What’s New? 
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The latest update is that first deliveries will be shipped during April. The 

first two liveries to be available will be the early saturated LNER 4433 
green lined scheme and the super-heated British Railways 62822 black 

scheme. Both artworks have now been received and approved so work on 
printing is underway 

 

 
 

In the meantime, I do still have liveries available to order as shown below 

and if you would like to reserve one, please get in touch asap. 
Meanwhile here is a list of my remaining non-allocated stock. 

GNR – 1 piece available 
LNER early saturated – 4 pieces 

LNER later superheated – 11 pieces 
BR – 5 pieces 

Please don’t leave it too long if you are contemplating one of these lovely 
locos – get your pre-order in now to secure (no deposit required). 

All Atlantics are £695.00 plus P&P 
Estimated first deliveries April 2022 

 

WJVintage 10th Anniversary Wagon Update 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Frustratingly the latest update is that ETS are still conducting tests to get 
the perfect varnish finish for these wagons. My view is that I am happy to 

wait for a superior product so I can only ask that you remain patient, and 
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we will hopefully all enjoy something rather special when they do 

eventually come through. Watch this space! 
 

Mineral Wagon Wagon Update 
I now have all versions of the mineral wagons in stock and available. 

I have been working through the list of pre-orders slowly but please bear 
with me as I am spending quite a bit of time with my mum down in 

London at the moment so sending items out is a bit delayed. 
 

Prices for these mineral wagons are £39.95 each for a single wagon and 
£150.00 for a set of 4 wagons, both plus P&P. I have both grey and 

bauxite versions still available but they are selling pretty quickly so don’t 
delay too long! 

The second batch of coal loads has also now been delivered and these are 
priced at £4.50 each plus P&P.  

These make a great finishing touch, don’t you think? 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Other Updates 

Merkur Track 
I’m afraid I don’t have much of an update this month. Please, be advised 
that due to a change in company ownership, there is currently an issue 

with supplies of Merkur track. The Merkur train business has now 
transferred to Tioka-Ikaria run by the son of the original Merkur business 

owners. Following the retirement of my former wholesale supplier in the 
Netherlands, I have now been in contact with Tioka-Ikaria directly and 

have sent them a significant order so that I can get re-stocked. I still 

have not yet heard back as to when I might receive my order so with 
stocks rapidly declining, I am envisaging a period of stock shortages – 

hopefully just until my order can be despatched. 
I will keep you updated. 

 

The Alan Cliff Collection 
The Alan Cliff Collection continues to shrink slowly as items sell. There are 

however one or two bargains still left. Below is the updated list of 
remaining items. If any item is of interest just let me know and I will send 

you a photo or two to assist your purchasing decision. 
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Item 
No. Description Price £ Notes 

80 ETS 0-6-0 USA Tank Southern Railways 325.00   

146 Ace CR Bogie Coach Set 200.00   

162 Bernard Ridgely Colmans Van 40.00   

225 WJV GNR Bogie Brick Wagon 70.00   

241 ACE trains LNWR 6W full brake 50.00   

282 Darstaed Suburban 3 piece coach set 180.00   

293 Darstaed LBSCR 3-piece coach set 200.00   

294 Darstaed GCR 4-piece coach set 200.00   

295 Darstaed Metropolitan 3 piece coach set x 2 400.00   

298 Darstaed GCR 3-piece coach set 300.00   

301 IBI (Spain) Fyffes van 35.00   

318 WJV WW1 Tank Wagon (57) 35.00   

325 Highfield LNWR Composite Coach 55.00   

343 WJV Sentinel 0-4-0 Shunter GWR 235.00 Reduced 

400 Highfield LNWR 1st/3rd Composite Coach 55.00   

402 2 x Mr Cat litho LMS corridor coaches 140.00   

409 British Railway Modelling Van 25.00   

424 CSD 8-wheel tender 20.00   

476 Tony Blur PO Van 25.00   

497 ETS Castrol Tank wagon (modified) 35.00   

512 Ace Trains 3 x LNWR Coach Set 200.00   

523 Darstaed LT Brake 3rd 497 70.00   

571 Darstaed 4 x FR Coach Set 280.00   

582 Darstaed FR 6-wheel full brake 45.00   

585 Rail King MTH Southern 0-8-0 Switcher 200.00   

586 Corgi LMS Diecast Van Set 10.00   

 

 
 

The David Bates Collection – One Item Still Available 
FINAL LOCO - PRICE REDUCED 
These superb models were first featured last year. Just one item from 
David Bates’ amazing radio control conversions, remains unsold. It’s a 

fantastic looking double tender A4 Bittern in BR green and is shown below 
along with a Youtube link where you can see it in action.  

STOP PRESS - David has asked that the price be reduced by £100.00 as 
he would like this to be sold asap. This now represents even more of a 

bargain given the quality of conversion and the ‘ready to run’ package on 
offer. 

Over time, David has refined the system that he uses, and on offer is the 
very latest in 2.4ghz radio control, expertly adapted for use in coarse 

scale O gauge locomotives. The loco is ideal for outdoor use but will of 
course run just as happily indoors as well.  
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What’s on offer? 

Well, David has converted all his locos to battery power, using state of 
the art Lithium Polymer batteries for long run time. He has fitted sound 

and smoke to most of the locos and each is fitted with a receiver, speed 
controller and battery. For operation, you will also receive a transmitter, 

programmable controller, battery charger, as well as full instructions – in 

fact around £250.00 of radio equipment with each loco. They really are 
‘ready to run’. What’s more, David has produced a video to accompany 

each loco so you can see for yourselves exactly how realistically they 
operate. He explains the features of each loco and the functions. 

Here is the remaining loco: 

No  Loco Name Make  Smoke  Price  

1 A4 Bittern (Double Tender) Seven Mill Models yes £950.00  £850.00 

The model is pictured below and there is also a link to a Youtube video 
where David explains the features and operation of the loco. 
 

A4 Bittern (Double Tender)                     
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

Click the title for video link    Seven Mill Models A4 Bittern - YouTube            

 
See us at Shows  
As of Thursday, 24th February 2022, most Covid restrictions in England 
were lifted and most events are expected to very soon get back to 

normal. It could of course all change but let’s hope not! So, I look forward 
to seeing as many of you as possible over the coming months of spring 

and summer. 
 

 
Tuesday March 22nd – HRCA Cambridge Group 

Fulbourn Village Library, The Swifts, Haggis Gap, Fulbourn CB21 5HD 
5:30pm to 9:00pm 

 

Saturday Mar 26th - Bassett-Lowke Society Running Day, Digswell 
The Cowper Arms, 31 Station Road, Digswell, Welwyn, Herts, AL6 0EA – 

10:30am to 3:30pm 
Please note The Cowper Arms is next to Welwyn North Station 

 

Saturday Apr 2nd – Beckenham Vintage Toy Train Show 

NOW ONLY £850.00 plus P&P 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qk5FvhKN0H8
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St John’s Church, Eden Park Avenue, Beckenham, Kent BR3 3JN - 10am 

to 5pm – 10 working layouts, trade stands and light refreshments 
 

Tuesday April 5th – HRCA Merseyside Group  
Whitley Village Hall, Village Lane, Whitley, Warrington, Cheshire, WA4 4EJ 

– 2pm to 6:30pm  

NOTE: This is a new summer venue for the group that used to 
meet at Preston Brook. It will return to PB during the winter 

months but on a Saturday – more info to follow. 
 

Monday April 9th – HRCA Cotswolds Group 
Northend Village Hall, Top Street, Northend, Warks CV47 2TN 3:30pm to 

8:00pm NOTE – This meeting has returned to its old venue 
 

Saturday 21st May - Sandown Park (Barry Potter Fairs) 
Sandown Exhibition Centre, Sandown Park Racecourse, Portsmouth Road, 

Esher, Surrey, KT10 9AJ - 10:30am to 3:00pm 
 

Saturday June 18th – Alresford 28th Festival of Toy Trains, Perins 
Community School, New Alresford Hants SO24 9BS - 10.30am-4.30pm - 

80+ sales tables and circa 20 vintage layouts. Refreshments, real ale bar 

and live music. 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Don’t forget to like our WJVintage Facebook Page 
With over 500 Facebook ‘likes’, the WJVintage page is almost as popular as 

this newsletter! That said, many subscribers on Facebook are associates, 
friends and family with a passing interest in what I get up to – so not my 

key target audience.       However, it keeps growing and all the latest news 

is often seen on Facebook before it appears in the newsletter as updates 
can be done instantly rather than monthly. If you are a member of 

Facebook, why not look us up and give us a ‘like’? 

 

 

 

 

Plus, we also now have a ‘YouTube’ Channel! 
I have to confess, after a good start, the channel has been quiet for a while 
but I am pleased to say that a new video of the Atlantic running has now 

been posted.  
I am hoping that this will be the first of many and that the videos will be 

able to recommence on a more regular basis over the coming weeks. I am 

https://studio.youtube.com/channel/UC4Nfb8pCxxz44SgufA36CHQ/videos/upload?filter=%5B%5D&sort=%7B%22columnType%22%3A%22date%22%2C%22sortOrder%22%3A%22DESCENDING%22%7D
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=371317419566052&ref=br_rs
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working with my son to produce and post another video update over the 

coming weeks - I’ll keep you updated. 

 

Ordering from WJVintage is Easy 

Online 
Please use the WJVintage website as a shop window and then place your 

order by using the dropdown menu on each product page to select and 
submit the item you wish to purchase. This automatically sends me your 

details and I will be in touch to confirm your requirements and take 
payment. Alternatively select what you want and then give me a call or email 

me. Whichever method you use I will get back to you asap and I can confirm 
stock, particularly for highly limited items, and postage options. Please see 

below for full contact details. 
 

Credit Card 

We have a credit/debit card facility, so you can telephone and place your 
order with us by calling 07711 092497 – please have your card to hand 

when calling.  
 

Cheque 

If you would prefer to pay by cheque, that is no problem either. Just 

download the order form from our website and complete your 
requirements. Then make a cheque out for the total and post both order 

form and cheque to us at the address shown. Please make cheques 
payable to WJVintage. 

 
Email 

Alternatively, you can place your order by email and payment can then 
be made either by card, PayPal, direct bank transfer or cheque. Please 

note our email address is: wjvintage@outlook.com 
 

BACS 
A growing number of customers are now choosing to send money direct to 

 my account by BACS transfer. If you would like to use this method, please 
contact me and I will send you my bank account details. 

 
 

Stay Safe Everyone! 

Paul 

  ********* 
 
 
 
 
 
 

       WJVintage                    Tel: 07711 092497        www.wjvintage.co.uk 
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