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Welcome to the May 2022 WJVintage newsletter. Well, I have 

certainly had a challenging few weeks and I apologise for the lack 
of any news last month. As I sent out the March newsletter, I 

went down with Covid. It was relatively mild but did knock me 
sideways for a few days and unfortunately, I tested positive for 

nearly 2 weeks. Then just as I began work on the April newsletter, 
my elderly mum had a fall and broke her pelvis. She was on 

holiday at my brother’s house in Lincs at the time so I spent two 

weeks there looking after her until we could get her back to 
London.  
 

The good news is that I am now fully recovered, my mum has 

made remarkable progress in a rehabilitation unit and will be 
returning to her own home very soon. More good news is that I 

am now in possession of a lovely batch of LNER C1 Atlantics. 
I am also back at the helm as far as WJVintage is concerned and I 

can only apologise if I have been slow to respond to queries. I 
hope that normal service can now be resumed! 

That said, it may take a while to catch-up completely and this 
newsletter, whilst full of all the normal favourites, is a little bit 

lighter on content than usual. 
Despite everything, I have managed the odd trip out and you can 

read about this in the ‘Out & About’ feature, plus I have also 
included a nice diesel themed feature in ‘Customer Corner’ 

More production photos of the beautiful Atlantic feature in ‘What’s 

New’ along with some other new product updates that will 
hopefully be of interest 

 
  

Stay Safe & 
Keep enjoying your trains 

WJVintage  

May 2022 Newsletter 
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HRCA Merseyside Group Meet – Whitley Village Hall 
Tuesday April 5th 
Covid has impacted upon all our lives in one way or another. For 
the Merseyside HRCA Group it has required a venue change for 

the regular Tuesday meets but its not quite that simple! Its also 

not bad news either. Read on ….. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

The group has always met at the village hall in Preston Brook on a 

Tuesday afternoon/evening. However, as the hall is in use as a nursery, it 
was decided that the only way it could continue train meets there would 

be after a thorough deep clean of the entire hall after the kids had 
departed. This would have meant a much later start and therefore a late-

night finish which is not ideal. 
A suitable alternative has however been found at the nearby village of 

Whitley. However, the availability of this hall is limited to school holidays 
as the local school use it during term time. 

The net result of all this is that the HRCA Group has booked Whitley 
Village Hall for Tuesday afternoons on April 5th, July 19th and August 30th. 

Thereafter the meetings will return to Preston Brook Village Hall for the 
autumn/winter months but on a Saturday as an all-day event. These 

dates to be confirmed. 

It all sounds like a plan to me. 
First impressions of the Whitley event were very positive indeed. It has a 

huge car park and inside is large bright and airy. It doesn’t have quite the 
catering of Preston Brook, but I am sure that will develop over time.  

I really enjoyed the afternoon spent there and it is literally only a few 
miles from Preston Brook (but at least for me those few miles are closer 

to home). 

Out & About 
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Attendance was also very good, and I think it will only improve as the 
word gets about. The running layouts were also to the usual high 

standard with both O and Dublo in action, plus the normal myriad of 
traders.  
 

 
 

 
I did ask Jim to smile for the newsletter, but it didn’t really work       
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By way of a special display there was a theme in O gauge of black tank 
engines, which was far better supported that the Dublo Southern 

Locomotives. A really nice Meccano Constructor aeroplane also made a 
welcome appearance. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

In recent times Brian Edinboro has become a very welcome and regular 
contributor to the ‘Customer Corner’ feature. I recently paid him a visit 

and got to see his lovely loft-based layout. This month I am featuring one 
or two of the photographs taken of the layout as well as a few snaps from 

Brian’s recent travels to full-size restored railways. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Customer Corner 

If you get a chance to visit any of 
the planned Whitley meets, I 

would thoroughly recommend it. 
A great venue and the usual 

great crowd – what’s not to like? 

See you there! 
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A newly acquired rake of 12 mineral wagons, complete with coal loads 

was easily handled by the ETS Class 20. The layout is a decent size but 
does have some quite tight 24-inch curves. Again, both loco and wagons 

handled these and all the points with great ease.  
As an ex-railwayman Brian has quite a thing for diesels. Below are a 

couple of his Red Tree Warships peeking out from their engine shed, as 

well as a Seven Mill Models Class 03. 
 

  
 

But the diesel he would really like to see modelled in 3-rail O Gauge(as he 

reminds me whenever we speak      ) is a Class 25. Who else would like 

one of these? – would look very smart in two-tone BR Green 
 

 
 

Continuing the diesel theme, Brian has also photographed a couple of 

other really interesting engines on his travels. 
 

D9525 and D9537 are both preserved ex-British Railways Class 14 0-6-0 
diesels which he saw on a trip to the Motive Power Depot at Worksworth. 
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They certainly look the part and would make for very attractive models, 

although I wonder whether the livery potential might be a bit limited for a 
model. Let me know what you think. I am always open to ideas! 
 

 
 

 
 
Thanks again to Brian for an excellent contribution as always and some 

thought-provoking ideas for future releases. I look forward to all your 

comments/thoughts on the diesel themes as well. 
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The Atlantics are arriving!  
 

 
Note – crew figures not supplied – available separately (see below) 

It has been a long wait, but I am delighted to say that the first batch of 
C1 Atlantics have now arrived and are ready to be shipped. I may be a 

little biased but what a handsome looking locomotive it is. At the 
moment, I only have stock of the earlier LNER green lined scheme 

representing a saturated steam engine No.4433. There are just a few of 

these left if you would like one. 

 
Note – crew figures not supplied – available separately (see below) 

 
The next variant to arrive will be a super-heated steam British Railways 

locomotive No.62822 in plain black scheme.  
 

 
 

 
 

 

What’s New? 
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This will be followed by the much-anticipated GNR green lined scheme 

which promises to be an absolute beauty. I have just received the artwork 
shown below to give an idea as to how it will look. 

 
The later LNER green lined scheme representing a superheated steam 

engine will be the final release. 
 

 
 

ETS are manufacturing these as quickly as they can. The lining and fine 
detail takes a long while to produce but is well worth the wait in my 

opinion. They will hopefully all arrive within the next 2 to 3 months. 
The locos are selling very well indeed, so if you would like to reserve one, 

please do get in touch as soon as possible. 
It is a fluid situation but at time of going to press I have the following 

stock still available: 
 

GNR – Sorry, sold out 
LNER early saturated – 3 pieces 

LNER later superheated – 10 pieces 
BR – 5 pieces 

All Atlantics are £695.00 plus P&P 
 

With an open cab such as the Atlantic’s, you may wish to consider a crew 

set as shown in the photos above. 
I still have stock of a few sets from the excellent Graham Lock figures 

range. They are prices at £15.00 plus P&P per set 
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Pre-war 

  
 

Post-war 

  
 

If I should sell out, please don’t worry, Graham can produce these pretty 
quickly so I will be able to order more with a lead time of about 2 weeks.  

 

 

WJVintage 10th Anniversary Wagon Update 

 

 

 

 

 
 

My 10th Anniversary open wagon has also been frustratingly slow. 
However, I do have some good news here as well. The sheets are all 

printed and successfully varnished and have now been sent to the guy 
who cuts and forms the sides. These are due back at ETS in the next few 

days and the anticipated delivery date is towards the end of June. 
Thank you all for your patience with this release. I have to say I am 

probably as frustrated, if not more so, than you but it really has been out 
of my control. 

That said, if the quality is anything like that of the Atlantic, then I think 
the wait will have been worthwhile. 

Fingers crossed but I should be getting in touch with you on these very 

shortly. 
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Just a note to anyone seeing this wagon for the first time, I’m afraid they 

are all sold out subject to any cancellations when they arrive. I do have a 
waiting list and you are welcome to put your name down but there are no 

guarantees I’m afraid. 
 

Mineral Wagon Wagon Update 
I have now sold close to 200 of these wagons so I really do thank you all 

for your support. My total order was for 250 so there are still a few of 
both liveries available. 

 
Prices for these mineral wagons are £39.95 each for a single wagon and 

£150.00 for a set of 4 wagons, both plus P&P.  
 

The second batch of coal loads has also now been delivered and these are 
priced at £4.50 each plus P&P.  

These make a great finishing touch, don’t you think? 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Other Updates 

Merkur Track 
Worryingly, I still don’t have much of an update on the Merkur track. I’m 
afraid my note from 2 months ago is still valid as follows:  

Please, be advised that due to a change in company ownership, there is 
currently an issue with supplies of Merkur track. The Merkur train 

business has now transferred to Tioka-Ikaria run by the son of the original 

Merkur business owners. Following the retirement of my former wholesale 
supplier in the Netherlands, I have now been in contact with Tioka-Ikaria 

directly and have sent them a significant order so that I can get re-
stocked. I still have not yet heard back as to when I might receive my 

order so with stocks rapidly declining, I am envisaging a period of stock 
shortages – hopefully just until my order can be despatched. 

I will keep you updated. 
 

 
See us at Shows  
As of Thursday, 24th February 2022, most Covid restrictions in England 

were lifted and most events are expected to very soon get back to 
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normal. It could of course all change but let’s hope not! So, I look forward 

to seeing as many of you as possible over the coming months of spring 
and summer. 

 
 

Monday June 13th – HRCA Cotswolds Group 

Northend Village Hall, Top Street, Northend, Warks CV47 2TN 3:30pm to 
8:00pm NOTE – This meeting has returned to its old venue 

 
Tuesday June 14th – Northants and Rutland O Gauge Group 

(NAROGG) 
Gretton Village Hall, 61 Kirby Rd, Gretton, Corby, Northants NN17 3DB – 

1pm to 5pm, refreshments - £3.00 entry 
PLEASE NOTE THE NEW VENUE – just a couple of miles from the old 

one 
 

Saturday June 18th – Alresford 28th Festival of Toy Trains, Perins 
Community School, New Alresford Hants SO24 9BS - 10.30am-4.30pm - 

80+ sales tables and circa 20 vintage layouts. Refreshments, real ale bar 
and live music. 

 

Saturday June 18th - Bassett-Lowke Society Running Day, Digswell 
The Cowper Arms, 31 Station Road, Digswell, Welwyn, Herts, AL6 0EA – 

10:30am to 3:30pm 
Please note The Cowper Arms is next to Welwyn North Station 

PLEASE NOTE I WILL BE AT ALRESFORD SO I’LL MISS THIS ONE 

 

Tuesday July 19th – HRCA Merseyside Group  
Whitley Village Hall, Village Lane, Whitley, Warrington, Cheshire, WA4 4EJ 

– 2pm to 6:30pm  
NOTE: This is a new summer venue for the group that used to 

meet at Preston Brook. It will return to PB during the winter 
months but on a Saturday – more info to follow. 

 
Saturday 23rd July – TCS Summer Show Trinity Methodist Church Hall, 

Narborough Road, Leicester, LE3 2RD – 10:00am to 4:00pm 
 

 
 
 

 

Don’t forget to like our WJVintage Facebook Page 
With over 500 Facebook ‘likes’, the WJVintage page is almost as popular as 
this newsletter! That said, many subscribers on Facebook are associates, 

friends and family with a passing interest in what I get up to – so not my 

key target audience.       However, it keeps growing and all the latest news 

is often seen on Facebook before it appears in the newsletter as updates 

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=371317419566052&ref=br_rs
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can be done instantly rather than monthly. If you are a member of 

Facebook, why not look us up and give us a ‘like’? 

 

 

 

 

Plus, we also now have a ‘YouTube’ Channel! 
I have to confess, after a good start, the channel has been quiet for a while 
but I am pleased to say that a new video of the Atlantic running has now 

been posted.  
I am hoping that this will be the first of many and that the videos will be 

able to recommence on a more regular basis over the coming weeks. I am 
working with my son to produce and post another video update over the 

coming weeks - I’ll keep you updated. 

 

Ordering from WJVintage is Easy 

Online 

Please use the WJVintage website as a shop window and then place your 

order by using the dropdown menu on each product page to select and 
submit the item you wish to purchase. This automatically sends me your 

details and I will be in touch to confirm your requirements and take 
payment. Alternatively select what you want and then give me a call or email 

me. Whichever method you use I will get back to you asap and I can confirm 
stock, particularly for highly limited items, and postage options. Please see 

below for full contact details. 
 

Credit Card 

We have a credit/debit card facility, so you can telephone and place your 
order with us by calling 07711 092497 – please have your card to hand 

when calling.  
 

Cheque 

If you would prefer to pay by cheque, that is no problem either. Just 
download the order form from our website and complete your 

requirements. Then make a cheque out for the total and post both order 

form and cheque to us at the address shown. Please make cheques 
payable to WJVintage. 

 
Email 

Alternatively, you can place your order by email and payment can then 
be made either by card, PayPal, direct bank transfer or cheque. Please 

note our email address is: wjvintage@outlook.com 
 

BACS 
A growing number of customers are now choosing to send money direct to 

https://studio.youtube.com/channel/UC4Nfb8pCxxz44SgufA36CHQ/videos/upload?filter=%5B%5D&sort=%7B%22columnType%22%3A%22date%22%2C%22sortOrder%22%3A%22DESCENDING%22%7D
mailto:wjvintage@outlook.com
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 my account by BACS transfer. If you would like to use this method, please 

contact me and I will send you my bank account details. 
 
 

Stay Safe Everyone! 

Paul 

  ********* 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

       WJVintage                    Tel: 07711 092497        www.wjvintage.co.uk 

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=371317419566052&ref=br_rs
https://studio.youtube.com/channel/UC4Nfb8pCxxz44SgufA36CHQ/videos/upload?filter=%5B%5D&sort=%7B%22columnType%22%3A%22date%22%2C%22sortOrder%22%3A%22DESCENDING%22%7D

