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Welcome to the February 2025 e on of the WlVintage
newsletter. It feels to me like we have had a particularly long, cold
and wet winter this year. However, in just the past couple of days,
I have noticed a change. In the local woods the snow drops are in
bloom, the temperature has risen a few degrees and, dare I say,
the sun has shown itself a little. The daylight hours are noticeably
longer. Could Spring be on the horizon?

I certainly do hope so, it's my favoutite season of the year,
especially when the clocks spring forward and we get more
evening daylight. Driving to and from shows and running events,
as I do, seems so much easier when completed in daylight or, at
worst, dusk/twilight. Nevertheless, I have been ‘Out and About’
throughout the winter months come rain or shine, and, as always,
the reports on my latest forays to some excellent HRCA meets can
be read below.;

A while ago ‘Customer Corner’ featured some photographs from
Paul Ross, charting his European Railway tour last year with friend
Chris Holmes. This month, Chris has followed up with some of the
fabulous paddle steamers they sailed aboard on the lakes of
Austria and Switzerland. Scroll down for some stunning scenic
photos — see also above as the main header photo.

Finally, don’t forget to check out the '‘Pre-Owned Sales’ section
where I have added some more items from the David Yeats
collection, plus a stunning, ‘brand new old stock’ Bassett-Lowke
locomotive that I recently acquired.

Stay Safe & A
Keep enjoying your trains WJthaQe 9
Serious Tovs for Discerning Boys 6
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Out & About
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HRCA Cambridge Group, Fulbourn, Tuesday 28t
January, 2025

This was my first trip across to Fulbourn since Roger Burton retired
from the organiser role. Huge thanks to him for steering the group
so well for so long, and wishing the new organising team of Dave
Pink and Tony Clements all the very best as they take up the reins
and lead us into the future with a very active membership.

Fulbourn regularly attracts around 40+ attendees, and as always there is
generally something of special interest to be found. This meeting was no

exception. Three items in particular caught my attention. Firstly, just look
at the superb GWR 28XX scratch built by Chris Freeman.




The loco uses Bonds wheels and motor, with the bodywork being hand-
fabricated from tinplate sheet, all then shaped and soldered together. The
tender was actually from a kit, but again all assembled by Chris.

"""""

Ter i'no denying'thgf |tlok abulous with a long rake of milk tank

wagons. However, Chris had other ideas. His engineering skills are one
thing, but he is also a dab hand with computer aided design. So, when
Santa brought him a 3-D printer for Christmas, his talents were able to
flourish in another direction. He decided to ‘print” himself some open
wagons to also haul behind the 28XX. Well, the results have to be seen to
be believed.
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Every single part is printed - even the wheels! For all the reasons that I
highlighted a few months ago about a contracting market, the cost of
living etc, this must surely be the future for parts of our hobby. Chris can
set his printer up to print out a set of parts before going to bed, and in the
morning, they are all done and he can assemble and paint. There are no
minimum order runs, so the most specialised or niche types of products
can be tackled, there is no expensive tooling to fund! The detail, the
precision, it is all there, and bear in mind Chris is only learning at the
moment. What a fantastic result and I really look forward to seeing what
else he will come up with over future months.

Finally, lets get back to
more traditional vintage
tinplate and a couple of
fascinating cranes offered
for sale by Ian Bilby. I have
never seen anything like
them, and Ian hadn't
either. He picked them up
by chance, but they are
surplus to his requirements,
and I very nearly bought
them.

He was offering them quite cheaply and I wish I hadn’t delayed my
decision, as they were very quickly snapped up.

Can anyone shed any light as to their origin? They are both identical, quite
big, and clearly, they have working features as there is a control arm on
the roof of the base building.

I hope someone out there recognises the brand and can let us know a
little more about them. If I find out I will report back next month.
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It isn't train related at all, but I feel I must mention the clockwork mouse
that found its way onto the O gauge layout. With real fur, it was actually
quite eerily realistic at a glance. I have no idea who brought it along, or
why, other than its clockwork mechanism, but it certainly caused some
interest and a little merriment.
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HRCA Cotswolds Group, Northend, Monday 10t"

February, 2025

I always look forward to my regular trips across to Northend and,
despite some rather cold, wet weather enroute, it was another
excellent meeting, although tinged with sadness as I learned that
one of our regulars, and a good customer over the years, Patrick
Kingston, had recently died following a short illness. Another
good man gone but not forgotten — RIP Patrick.




The theme for this meeting was ‘Tank Engines’ and there is always
someone at Northend that takes a slightly humorous view of the theme
and produces something for our amusement. On this occasion it was John
Reid who stepped up with an excellent ‘Tank Engine’, complete with a rake
of military supplies wagons.
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Interestingly, the motive power beneath John’s heavy armour tank body
was an ETS USA 0-6-0 Tank Wagon, so it actually met the theme, with or
without its armament.

I always take a look at Bob Field’s display at Northend as, whilst it is OO
gauge, he normally impresses with his vast collection of Hornby Dublo.
And, needless to say, he did not disappoint, with a fantastic ‘window
display’ of Hornby tank engines, immaculately presented, as always.




Back to O Gauge, but off theme, Robert Wood brought along some really
nice Pre-war Lionel items. The loco was manufactured between 1931 and
1932 and appears to be in its original paint finish, quite extraordinary for a
toy that is over 90 years old!

The three coaches, all of which have their own roller pick-ups and lighting,
were produced between 1926 and 1937. The loco runs extremely well but
does draw a lot of current and is therefore not really suitable for use with
a standard Hornby controller.

Robert also had some lovely Lionel lithographed wagons, also from the
pre-war era, although in the case of the Shell taker, he isn’t entirely sure
whether it is a post-war reproduction or a really mint original. Either way,
he only paid £10 for it so he is happy.
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As he explained; ‘Pre-war and early post-war Lionel trains are not terribly
collectible in the UK, which means they can be hard to find but are usually
cheap to buy.’ Robert reckons his entire pre-war collection, including the
loco, came to a little over £200.00. Wow, what great value for items in
fantastic condition’

Thanks to Robert for bringing this lovely collection to share with us.



Customer Corner

As I mentioned in the introduction, Chris Holmes and Paul Ross, spent
some time last year on a rail tour Austria and Switzerland and a while ago
I featured some of Paul’s photographs of mainly railway related things
they encountered. Chris has now followed this up wit a fascinating look at
one of the other forms of transport that they used to get around, namely
Paddle Steamers. No, they are not railway related but, yes, they are
(mainly) steam driven. Here are some lovely photos, along with Chris’s
captions for each.

(Above) The now diesel powered (ex paddle steamer) “Kaiser Franz Josef”
on Wolfgangsee in Austria. We had an afternoon charter cruise at the
beginning of July, before riding the rack railway to the summit of the
Schafberg and back propelled a by modern steam locomotive. (see also
main header photo of this newsletter)

(Below) Paddle Steamer “Gisela” at Gmunden on Traunsee. Another very
pleasant charter cruise with lunch aboard in July. This is a glorious older
vessel still driven by its original oscillating cylinders engine.



(Below) On the way home from Austria we spent a day in Switzerland to
see and ride on a few more paddle steamers. The first was paddle steamer
“Unterwalden” seen here leaving the Bahnhofs Quai at Luzern, before we
travelled of the Zentral Bahn to Brienz.




(Below) From Brienz we travelled on paddle steamer “Loetschberg” — one
of my favourites — along Brienzersee to Interlaken Ost, before the rail
transfer to Interlaken West
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(Below) Paddle steamer “Blumlisalp” (my other favourite) which took us
along Thunersee to Thun where we caught a direct train back to our hotel
in Olten. The next day we returned home to UK.

Wow, what great adventures and what a way to travel. I have been to
both Austria and Switzerland but only on business. I'd love to visit the
lakes and travel at a more leisurely pace on a steamer. Thanks for sending
these inspirational photos, Chris.

Chris and his family also spent two separate weeks last year in Mid-Wales
visiting various narrow-gauge railways. I hope to bring you his photos of
these next month.
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What's New

All Atlantics
in Stock!

Southern Railway H2 4-4-2 '‘Brighton’ Atlantic in
Malachite Green Scheme.

I think the SR Malachite green scheme really suits the Atlantic. I hope you
all agree too! I still have a total of just 6 pieces in total of this scheme
available from both allocations. Do please get in touch if you would like to
reserve one of these stunning locomotives.

Price for all the H2 Atlantics is £750.00 each plus P&P.

BR (early crest)

H2 4-4-2 'Brighton’
Atlantic in

Lined Black Scheme ..'&

‘Beachy Head’

NOW JUST TWO LOCOS STILL AVAILABLE

As you are probably aware 32424 ‘Beachy Head’ has been selling like *hot
cakes’! I have sold all my own allocation and I am now working my way
through the locos originally allocated to Colin Toten — although he sadly
died before these were produced. Let me know if you would like one.

Price for all the H2 Atlantics is £750.00 each plus P&P.

I have a short video clip of the production 32424 ‘Beachy Head’ loco in
action, with thanks to Steve Smith for the use of his fantastic layout. It is
on my Youtube Page - here is a link: O Gauge H2 Atlantic 'Beachy Head'
by WJVintage (youtube.com)

SR Maunsell Green Scheme

SOUTHERN

I do still have a few of these Maunsell Green editions available so let me
know if you would like one. I have both ‘Trevose Head’ and a couple of
‘The Needles’ available from the stock originally allocated to Raylo.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2jWIzLKnVrk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2jWIzLKnVrk

LB&SCR Umber Scheme

Again, I do still have a few of these gorgeous Umber scheme locos
available from the stock that was originally allocated to Raylo.
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I have a short clip of the production LBSCR Umber Brown loco in action on
my Youtube Page - here is a link: W]Vintage O Gauge LBSCR H2 Atlantic -
YouTube

Livery Stock
LB&SCR lined Umber Available
SR lined Maunsell Green — ‘Trevose Head’ and ‘The Needles’ Available
SR lined Malachite Green - ‘south Foreland’ ‘Trevose Head’ Available
BR (early crest) lined Black - 32424 ‘Beachy Head’ 2 only available

The specification is unsurprisingly pretty similar to the GNR Atlantic but
with one additional key feature - this version is 2/3 rail switchable.
Here is the full list of features:

» Precision engineered, (7mm to Twin motors with super-smooth clutch

the foot) O gauge model. drive mechanism.
o Hand-built tinplate construction. « Fitted with standard Bassett-Lowke/Ace
» Beautifully tampo-printed style couplings on tender.
authentic liveries. o All-metal construction
o 2/3-rail switchable. o Suitable for minimum radius 27-inch
o Includes ON/OFF isolating switch. (686mm) curves.
e 10-14 Volts DC operation. « Will run on raised centre third track.

All Brighton H2 Atlantics are priced at £750.00 each plus P&P.
Please get in touch to order yours now!

...Still available - C1 Atlantics - 3-Rail only
I do still have a few of the C1 Atlantics left in two schemes - LNER & BR

N

12


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wPDy9w8f3mQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wPDy9w8f3mQ

These are now in very limited quantities and are priced at £695.00 each
plus P&P

Price Reduced Further!

Ace Trains English Electric Deltic Co-Co Diesel
Locomotive - E/41 British Railways (late crest) D9017
‘Durham Light Infantry’

The Ace Trains Deltic model features authentic diesel sounds (which can
be muted/switched off) plus directional lighting and crew figures. It is 2/3
rail switchable, 0-20 volts DC and can operate on curves down to 30
inches radius.

The Deltic is now priced at £795:80 £745-00 £725:00 £700.00 plus
P&P. This feels a bit like a ‘Stop the Drop’ type auction. It is offered on a
first come, first served basis.

But if it doesn’t sell soon I think I shall put it up in the loft as part of my
own collection

Pre-Owned Sales

Bassett-Lowke BL99026 — LNER A3 Pacific 4-6-2 ‘Flying

Scotsman’ R/N 4472 - £550.00 plus P&P

This fantastic Bassett-Lowke (Corgi era) release was produced as an
exclusive limited edition of just 100 pieces. It represents 4472 as it ran in
North America withand features double tender, cowcatcher, non-working
headlight, whistle and bell, plus working smoke unit and illuminated fire
box. Individually numbered with a brass plaque it is No.35 0f 100.
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It is in brand new condition, having never been run. The box is excellent
with just a very slight crease in the bottom left corner. It comes with the
original white outer mailer box for added protection.

It is complete with
instruction sheet
and all accessories.
I think it is offered
at a very
competitive price
for this condition.

Please get in touch quickly if you would like to secure this lovely
locomotive.

Ace Trains 4-6-2 Coronation Class '‘Duchess of Hamilton’
- LMS Maroon (2/3-rail switchable) £1200.00 plus P&P

Having never sold one of these superb streamliners from Ace until
recently, I am now delighted to be able to offer a second version and
another very desirable and collectable piece.

Presented in the beautiful LMS Maroon livery, this loco is in near perfect
condition. The only minor things I can point out is that one of the sprung
buffers is a little stiff (a drop of oil might well sort this very easily). The
previous owner had the loco set up for 2-rail operation but I have refitted
the 3-rail spoons so it is now ready to go as 2- or 3-rail operation.
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It is presented in its original box (plus white protective outer box) and is
complete with black ‘Ace’ dusters and all paperwork

This is a truly beautiful model and is now very rare to find. If you want to
treat yourself, please get in touch quickly!

Ace Trains Tank Wagons - Pre-owned but as new

I now have just two of the Ace Tank Wagon Sets remaining. These are all
in excellent (almost as new) condition BUT please note the rubber straps
(visible in the photos of previous sets) have perished on all these and

sadly Ace have run out of spares. Each set is offered at just £85.00 plus
P&P per set of three
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Set 2 Set 6
Esso Colas
Castrol Pool
Regent National Benzole
Ace Van Set
| Set 8
N True-Form,Jacob’s, LNWR
6 sl $277F Ll Gunpowder

(Roofs are poor on two)
£70.00 plus P&P

BL LNER 139 Class 0-6-0
Good little used condition
2/3 rail, 10-14volts DC

(Note - the boiler does have some minor paint
issues — looks like tiny hairs in the paint - sadly
most of the LNER lined 1339 models were delivered
like this - see photo)

£350.00 plus P&P
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Darstaed 'Brighton Belle’ 5-Car Pullman Set
£650.00 plus P&P (2-rail only)

This is a rare opportunity to acquire this very special set from Darstaed
but note it is set up for 2-rail operation only. I believe a 3-rail power bogie
was available for these, but I don’t have any in stock.
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There are a few issues that I need
to highlight.

The power car (No.88) and coach
‘Doris’ have some light scratches
as shown below. The camera does
make these look way worse than
they look to the eye.

The power car roof is just slightly bowed up at the front. You will have to
zoom in on the first photo to see this.

I have tested the power car on my rolling road and it runs well in both
directions and powers the internal lighting.
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D Yeats Collection
Darstead GWR Pannier Tank £295.00 plus P&P
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A lovely example of the popul annier Tank 0-6-0T, this loco has seen
light use (see wear on spoons in 2" photo) but is nevertheless in excellent
condition. The box is a little worn and one corner of the lid has split a
little. Supplied complete with Darstaed embroidered cloth. 3-rail only

WlVintage Sentinel Y1 0-4-0 Shunter - GWR
£195.00 plus P&P

This nice example of the GWR liveried Y1 Sentinel shows very little sign of
use on the plunger type pick-ups, but the loco does have some slight paint
blemishes as shown on the last two photos. I am sure these could be quite
easily touched up, but the selling price reflects the slight damage. Box is
good and instructions are included.
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WJVintage C1 4-4-2 Atlantic — LNER lined 4433
saturated steam) - £650.00 plus P&P

This was the last loco that I sold to this customer, and it really doesn’t look
like it has ever been used. It is the rarer early (saturated steam) version

in lined LNER livery, and it is immaculate in all ways. There is no wear on
the spoons and the box is in excellent condition. Instructions are missing
but I can copy a set to include. A really very nice loco.

Bassett Lowke Wagons
NE 3-Plank Wagon - £25.00 plus P&P
LMS 7-Plank Wagon - £30.00 plus P&P

v e P
Both of these Bassett-Lowke (Corgi era) wagons are in excellent, boxed
condition

ACE/Wright LNWR 6-Wheeler Full Brake - £50.00 plus P&P

A lovely example of a quite hard to find Ace 6-Wheeler with Brian Wright
designed, high quality wrap as an LNWR Full Brake.
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This coach is in excellent overall condition, although the back faces of the
wheels are just starting to show a little rusting. This does not in any way
effect the operation of the coach and is not visible when running.

See us at Shows

Here we have a schedule for the first half of 2025. I am sad to have to
report that two of my favourite shows, Beckenham Vintage and the
Alresford Festival of Toy Trains have been cancelled for 2025.

Monday March 10th - HRCA Cotswolds Group

Northend Village Hall, Top Street, Northend, Warks CV47 2TN 3:30pm to
8:00pm
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Tuesday March 25t — HRCA Cambridge Group
Fulbourn Village Library, The Swifts, Haggis Gap, Fulbourn CB21 5HD
5:30pm to 9:00pm

Monday April 14th - HRCA Cotswolds Group
Northend Village Hall, Top Street, Northend, Warks CV47 2TN 3:30pm to
8:00pm

Saturday April 26 - Yorkshire, Vintage Toy, Tinplate and Live Steam
Railways Fair

Eccleshill Mechanics Institute, 93B Stone Hall Rd, Bradford BD2 2EW -
10:00am to 4:30pm

Monday May 12t - HRCA Cotswolds Group
Northend Village Hall, Top Street, Northend, Warks CV47 2TN 3:30pm to
8:00pm

Saturday May 17t" — Sandown Park (Barry Potter Fairs)
Sandown Exhibition Centre, Sandown Park Racecourse, Portsmouth Road,
Esher, Surrey, KT10 9A] - 10:30am to 3:00pm

Tuesday May 27t - HRCA Cambridge Group
Fulbourn Village Library, The Swifts, Haggis Gap, Fulbourn CB21 5HD
5:30pm to 9:00pm

Saturday June 6 - Bassett-Lowke Society/TCS/Trix Twin Society
Combined Vintage Model Railway Show

British Motor Museum, Banbury Road, Gaydon, Warwickshire, CV35 0BJ
10:00am to 4:00pm

Monday June 9th - HRCA Cotswolds Group
Northend Village Hall, Top Street, Northend, Warks CV47 2TN 3:30pm to
8:00pm

Saturday June 28th - Bassett-Lowke Society Running Day, Digswell
The Cowper Arms, 31 Station Road, Digswell, Welwyn, Herts, AL6 OEA -
10:30am to 3:30pm please note The Cowper Arms is next to Welwyn North Station

Find us on:
ﬂ facebook.

Don’t forget to like our WJVintage Facebook Page
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https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=371317419566052&ref=br_rs

With close to 650 Facebook ‘likes’, the W]Vintage page is as popular as this
newsletter! That said, many subscribers on Facebook are associates, friends
and family with a passing interest in what I get up to - so not my key target
audience. However, it keeps growing and all the latest news is often
seen on Facebook before it appears in the newsletter as updates can be
done instantly rather than monthly. If you are a member of Facebook, why
not look us up and give us a ‘like’?

3 YouTube

Plus, remember our ‘YouTube’ Channel!

I have to confess, after a good start, the channel has been quiet for a while
but the most recent posts are rather nice videos of the LBSCR H2 Atlantic
running in Umber LBSCR and lined Black BR schemes.

I am hoping that there will be more to come in future.

Ordering from WJVintage is Easy

Online

Please use the wJVvintage website as a shop window and then place your
order by using the dropdown menu on each product page to select and
submit the item you wish to purchase. This automatically sends me your
details and I will be in touch to confirm your requirements and take payment.
Alternatively select what you want and then give me a call or email me.
Whichever method you use I will get back to you asap and I can confirm
stock, particularly for highly limited items, and postage options. Please see
below for full contact details.

Credit Card
We have a credit/debit card facility, so you can telephone and place your
order with us by calling 07711 092497 - please have your card to hand
when calling.

Cheque

If you would prefer to pay by cheque, that is no problem either. Just
download the order form from our website and complete your
requirements. Then make a cheque out for the total and post both order
form and cheque to us at the address shown. Please make cheques
payable to WlVintage.

Email

Alternatively, you can place your order by email and payment can then
be made either by card, PayPal, direct bank transfer or cheque. Please
note our email address is: wjvintage@outlook.com

BACS
A growing number of customers are now choosing to send money direct to
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https://studio.youtube.com/channel/UC4Nfb8pCxxz44SgufA36CHQ/videos/upload?filter=%5B%5D&sort=%7B%22columnType%22%3A%22date%22%2C%22sortOrder%22%3A%22DESCENDING%22%7D
mailto:wjvintage@outlook.com

my account by BACS (bank) transfer. If you would like to use this method,
please contact me and I will send you my bank account details.

Stay Safe Everyone
Paul

3K 3K 3k K 3K K K >k Xk

WVintage Tel: 07711 092497 www.wjvintage.co.uk

B facebook. 3 YouTube
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