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In other more uplifting news, Iôm pleased to say that I have 
managed to get out and about to a couple of decent events in 

recent weeks. Scroll down to the óOut and Aboutô section for my 
reports and photos of items that particularly caught my eye.  

 
As promised last month, I have recently taken on a new collection 

of exciting ópre-lovedô items and I am pleased to be able to feature 
these in the óPre-Owned Salesô section as you scroll down. Have a 

quick look and maybe bag yourself a bargain, or perhaps youôll 
even find an elusive item thatôs proven hard to find ï like the 

lovely Directory Series wagons by the, now deceased, Bernard 

Ridgely.  
 

Finally, as always, I am indebted to the fantastic readers who 
month in, and month out, supply me with such fascinating pieces 

for the óCustomer Cornerô feature. This month is no exception so do 
get scrolling!  

 
Stay Safe &  

Keep enjoying your train s 

WJV intage   

April 2025 Newsletter  

Welcome to the April 2025 edition of the WJVintage newsletter. It 
is my favourite season as nature comes to life again after the 

dormant winter. Sadly, the season of re - birth has been tainted this 

year by the sad news of the death of Michael Foster, a good friend 
and one of several mentors who helped guide me into the O Gauge 

hobby and business nearly 20 years ago when I worked at Corgi. 

Scroll down for my short reflection on Michaelôs life.  
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I am really sad  to announce the loss of another great character from our 

hobby.  Michael Foster was one of my mentors as I entered t he O gauge 
business, firstly whilst working for Corgi, then later Hornby, and later still 

as a huge supporter of my little business venture when I set up WJVintage 
back in 2011. We became great friends and travelled the length and 

breadth of the country  together,  to both local and national O Gauge events 
and meetings. On a business front, he also introduced me to Colin Toten 

of Raylo, with who m I also went on to become a business partner and 
friend ï I really do have such a lot to thank Michael for.  
 

 
 

He really was a true English gentleman , with a smile on his face , an 

enthusiastic , optimis tic outlook  for everything and a tru ly energetic  ójoie de 

vivreô! The photo above was taken at a Preston Brook HRCA Christmas 
meeting just before lockdown and it sums up Michael very well. Sadly, I 

cannot recall who the lady in the photo is, but I think Michael knew her of 
old.  

He also gave an awful lot to the model railway hobby , and in particular, 
the HRCA, for which he was one of four Vice Presidents . He was an 

accomplished author and his book óHornby Dublo Trainsô is still the ógo-toô 
reference book for many enthusiasts. Latterly, his series of books covering 

the manufacturers of óBritish Tinplate Toy Trains ô was a huge hit with 
collectors and enthusiasts alike, and a definitive work on the subject which 

took literally years of research.  
He is going to be very much missed by so many , not least by his wife, 

Yvonne, and his family. My heartfelt condolences go out to them all.  
Rest in peace Michael, my great friend!  

Michael Foster  ï 1941 to 2025  
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HRCA C ambridge  Group, Fulbourn , Tues day 25 th  

March , 2025  
I am pleased to report that under the new guidance of  Dave Pink  
and Tony Clements, the Cambridge Group appears to be ómore of  

the sameô, which is nice because it has always been a friendly  
group and the meetings have always been well attended. The March 

meeting was no exception and, as always, I found some interesting 

items to report back on.  

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

First up was a lovely Walker Fenn 0 -6-0 in LNER scheme and owned by 

Chris Freeman. For those not familiar with these locos they are clockwork 
but feature a unique damping mechanism which prevents the loco from 

racing off under the torque of the freshly wou nd motor. Instead, it sets off 
at a lovely smooth pace and continues for a considerably longer running 

period , as the energy in the coiled spring of the mechanism is regulated.  
 

 

Out & About  
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David Peacock (of Leeds Steadman  Trust fame) has become a regular at 
Fulbourn and he often brings along u nusual, or rare items with a LMC 

connection. On this occasion  I noticed that he ha d created a superb rake 
of white NE Ventilated Refrigerator Vans  which looked like they were new.  
 

 
 

David explained that he has created these himself using post -war Leeds 
Bake lite -bodied vans which he has repainted and lettered. He has certainly 

done an excellent job and produced a really professional standard of 
finish. He also had a couple of similar brown vans  created from Leeds pre -

war vans , but sadly I don ôt appear to have photographed these.  
 

What I did manage to photograph was a most unique version of a Hornby 
No.2 tank locomotive  
 

 
 

What makes this so unique? Well , the livery is the give away . Hornby o nly 
ever produced one of the No.2 tanks in this BR early crest scheme. It was 

used for publicity purpose s but was never produced. Now , again, my notes 
have let me down but I will stick my neck out and say I think this loco was 

another creation by Chris Freeman ï with huge apologies if I am wrong  
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Yorkshire  Vintage Toy, Tinplate and Live Steam 

Fair, Eccleshill Mechanics Institute, Bradford,  

Satur day 2 6 th  April , 2025  
Having missed the October meeting due to a family holiday, I was 

keen to get back to Eccleshill, even though it clashed with the 
HRCA meeting at Swindon. Sadly we cannot be in two places at 

once, and on this occasion Eccleshill won the day.   

Finally, my eye was caught by another tank engine in a most attractive 
scheme, but not one I am familiar with.  
 

 
 

This 0 -4-0 tank  No.80,  óThundersley ô is scratchbuilt but  the builder is 

unknown. The livery is that of the London Tilbury and Southend Railway  
(LT&SR) and the real locomotive itself is preserved and on static display at 

Bressingham Steam Museum in Norfolk  
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It wasnôt a bad decision, the welcome received up in Bradford is always 
second to none, and we are very  well looked after with constant óbrewsô 

and excellent bacon rolls ( or should that be bread cakes ). The show 

takes place on the first floor of the Mechanics Institute, and I have to offer 
sincere thanks to John Lockwood and his team of young assistants who 

scamper up and down the steep staircase with my crates of stock, without 
stopping for breath. I donôt think I could do it without them so thanks 

again lads, itôs really massively appreciated. They also ran the gauge 1 
layout and a small Hornby clockwork circuit throughout the day. Sorry the 

photo isnôt more flattering, but they certainly deserved their food break!  
 

 
 

The Bassett -Lowke  layout was, as always , in action throughout the day, as 
was the Gauge 1 layout, and elsewhere there were some fabulous locos of 

larger gauges on display.  Here are a few highlights to give a flavour of the 
day.  

As always, there were a few nice rarities to feast upon. This O Gauge 
Bassett -Lowke Duchess 46232 óDuchess of Montroseô in BR early crest blue 

was certainly one to catch the eye, and it performed as well as it looked.  
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Parked just along from the Duchess was another pretty rare sight ï a 

Bassett -Lowke Britannia 70004 óWilliam Shakespeareô in BR late crest lined 
green. These two made a fine pairing of post war Bassett -Lowke 

production that you donôt see too many of. 
 

 
 

Another from the BR post war era that caught my eye was Alwyn ôs 
beautiful DMU unit. It was apparently scratch built for him by a model 

engineer in Scotland and uses with Bassett -Lowke motor bogies that were 
refurbished by Frank Nobilo. He clearly did a good job because it ran very 

smoothly and quietly and really looks the part.  
 

 
 

Some of the larger scale locomotives were particularly impressive. Top of 
the shop for me was a beautiful GNR Stirling Single that was commercially 

produced by Martin and Co. of London circa 1890 . The gauge is really 
interesting as its to 4 15/16  inch gauge!  
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It really is a magnificent piece and weighs a ton (figuratively speaking). It 

is live steam and has clearly been well used as it has the most wonderful 
óagedô patina. John Lockwood acquired it from the USA of all places, as 

part of a collection he bought.  
 

Another very impressive larger scale loco formed the centrepiece of the 
Gauge 1 layout. This was a beautiful Midland Railway  Class 2,  4-4-0 which 

was scratch built (builder unknown) in 3½ inch gauge. It literally dwarfed 
the Gauge 1 locos, just a shame we couldnôt see any of these larger gauge 

locos in steam.  
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Away from all the glamour of the locos, I did spot a really lovely  accessory 

piece on one of the tradersô tables. I was a beautifully presented Carette 
Gauge 1 Water Tower, a pretty rare piece as you can imagine. However, I 

am told that Carette produced the same item in O gauge, and that this is 
even rarer.  
 

 
As many of you will know, it was, of course, the O Gauge version, and itôs 
rarity, that provided the inspiration for the very popular Ace Trains Water 

Tower that was issued a few years ago.  
 

Given that entry to Eccleshill Mechanics Institute is by donation only ï no 
fixed amount, just whatever you can spare, and given that the café on the 

ground floor is so good , and tremendous value for money, I am always a 
little surprised that attendance isnôt greater. Donôt get me wrong, there 

were a decent few there, particularly in the morning, and I have no 
complaints from a trading perspective as I did very well. It just s eems like 

it ought to have a wider appeal, especially as it is the only vintage show  
that I am aware of on the Yorkshire side of the Pennines.  

John Lockwood and his team run the event twice a year and the next one 
is scheduled for October. Iôll be posting up the date in the óSee us at 

Showsô section of the newsletter, as soon as I have it. Why not make a 
note in your diary for the next one?  
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Regul ar reader, and contributor, Paul Ross has bee n in email 

correspondence in recent weeks , and I thought I really should update you 
on what he has been up  to c overing full -size, 10.25 inch gauge and O 

gauge locos.  He has clearly been having a lot of fun!  
 

   
 

Firstly, inspired by the header photograph of BR Standard Class 7, 

70000,ôBritanniaô in last month ôs newsletter, Paul got in touch to say he 
had enjoyed a footplate experience on that very same locomotive just a 

couple of weeks earlier. Here is what he had to say:  
 

óI have always had a soft spot for Britannias having been born and brought up 

within earshot of the GE Main Line and I can just remember seeing one or two in 
service.   

I was also a good friend of the late Dick Hardy whose name will always be 
associated with the Britannias -  both on the GE and at Stewarts Lane on the 
Southern , where óWilliam Shakespeare ô and óIron Duke ô were kept in tip - top 

condition for working the Golden Arrow.   
I was particularly impressed by the photo of Britannia  on the NVR as I went there 

on the 17 th  (March)  for a 'footplate experienceô on that loco.  Although this was 
shared with another candidate and we only operated as a light loco (so no 
running round or coupling and uncoupling) between Wansford and Peterborough 

and back, it was still quite something to b e at the regulator of Britannia  -  even at 
25mph.  The regular driver and fireman arranged it so that the other chap and I 

split the driving between us in each direction so that one of us didnôt end up 
driving the whole way in reverse!  Firing the loco was equally satisfying.  
As you can see, I thoroughly enjoyed myself.  In case youôre wondering about 

the cap badge, I was passed out for driving on the Romney, Hythe & Dymchurch 
Railway some years ago.  

 

Customer Corner  
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What a great experience Paul and thanks for sharing this with us. 
However, it doesnôt end there . Earlier this month Paul packed his trusty 

drivers cap again and headed off to the Eastleigh Lakeside Railway  for 
another driving experience, this time on a 10.25  inch Gauge loco.  
 

 
 

Here is what Paul h ad to say:  
óHaving sent you some photos of my driver experience day on Britannia  on the 

Nene Valley  Railway , I thought you might be interested to see some taken by my 
friend David Burleigh yesterday when I had a footplate experience day on a 
10.25  inch gauge loco called óThe Empress ô on the Eastleigh Lakeside 

Railway.  This time, there was no sharing , and I had the loco to myself all day!  
 

The Empress  was built by H.C.S. Bullock of Farnborough in 1933 and was re -

gauged to 9.5 inches a couple of years later.  I rode behind her when she ran in 
Barking Park in east London up until 1962 when she was worn out and replaced 
by a petrol loco!  After a rather c hequered life, she was returned to her original 

gauge and restored to working order in 1993.  She arrived at the ELR in 2000. ô 
 

What a great photo Paul (a nd also the photo used as the main header to 
this newsletter) . I bet you h ad a real blast having the loco to yourself for a 

full day.  
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Paul is also a keen O Gauge enthusiast , and he has al so recently sent me 
some photos of his most  recent purchase, a Seven Mill Models B1 4-6-0 

óRoedeer ô. This is in action on Paul ôs friend Chris Holmes ôs layout. Chris is 
also a regular contributor to the newsletter , and you can find his latest 

submission below.   
 

 
 

In the meantime, here is what Paul had to say about the B1:  
óI took my Seven Mill B1 for a proper test run on Chris Holmesôs Gutter Lane 
layout on Sunday afternoon where it performed very well and Iôm very pleased 

with it. The tender was a bit ótight' on his inside circuit, which has 27ò radius 
curves, but it was absolutely fine on the outer circuit.  I might be able to ease the 

tender frames a tad to give the centre wheel set a little more side -play. ô 

Thank you so much Paul for all your submissions and for sharing with us 
the real great times you have been having with your railway hobbies.  

 
 

é and now , as p romised,  itôs over to Chris Holmes  again . This time he 
goes into some detail on how he fits cre w figures to his loco footplates in a 

way that allows them to be easily removed without dama ge to the loco.  
 

Fitting removable crews in ACE (ETS) GWR Tender locomotives.  
Having recently received my ACE Trains GWR ñDukedogò loco ï ñTre Pol 

and Penò ï I decided it was time that I installed crew figures in the loco 
cab, as with the very open Victorian cab the absence of the loco crew was 

very noticeable. However, while I want ed the figures to stay put while the 

locomotive is running, I didnôt want them to be irrevocably fixed. These 
notes and pictures show how I went about the job.  

First a picture of the bare footplate.  
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There isnôt a lot of room for the pair of Graham Lock cast whitemetal figures and 
no flat surface to fix them to. So, I created a floor to fit the width of the cab cur 
from 1.2 mm plywood ï with the grain running from front to back, and two holes 

to fit round the nuts  securing the cab sides to the footplate. A second piece of ply 
was stuck to the underside of the floor ï to fit between the cabside fixing tabs, 

with a hole drilled to go round the top of the tender coupling pin, to ensure the 
bottom sits down flush on th e rear headstock as shown.     
 

 
 

Note, I trimmed the rear corners of the footplate to ensure the back edge of the 

floor aligned with the back face of the headstock.  
To finish the floor, I scribed the floor planks on the top surface, then used a dark 

wood stain to blacken the surface, before fixing the crew in place with a thick 
(slower setting) cyanoacrylate adhesive -  making sure that no parts of the figures 
would fo ul the cabsides and /or the  boiler backhead.  
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Now I can fit the crew into the cab when the loco is operating, and they stay put. 
The loco looks much happier moving with its crew aboard.  
 
I have since made similar fittings for the ACE Trains ñCity of Truroò, Bulldog 

ñPendragonò and the 43xx Mogul. 
The following pictures show the Mogul fitting with a final picture including the 

three locos.  
 

  
 

  
 

 



15 
 

 

Now I need some more loco crews to populate the WJ Vintage GNR and LNER 
Atlantics and a couple of other locos.  
 

Chris Holmes -  18 April 2025.  

 
Chris, thanks so much for this e xcellent , and very practical,  article . Suffice 

to say , I have your ex t ra figures on order and they should be with me in 
the next few weeks.  

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

All Atlantics  

Still in Stock!  
 

 
 

Southern Railway H2 4 - 4 -2 óBrightonô Atlantic in  

Malachite Green Scheme.  
 

I think the SR Malachite green scheme really suits the Atlantic. I hope you 

all agree too! I still have a total of just 6 pieces in total of this scheme 
available from both allocations. Do please get in touch if you would like to 

reserve one of these stunn ing locomotives.  
Price for all the H2 Atlantics is £750.00  each plus P&P.  

  

BR (early crest)  

H2 4 - 4 -2 óBrightonô  

Atlantic in  

Lined Black Scheme  

óBeachy Headô 

NOW JUST ONE LOCO STILL AVAILABLE  

As you are probably aware 32424 óBeachy Headô has been selling like óhot 

cakesô! I have sold all my own allocation and have been working my way 
through the locos originally allocated to Colin Toten ï although he sadly 

died before these were produced. Let m e know if you would like the very 

last one.  
 

I have a short video clip of the production 32424 óBeachy Headô loco in 

action, with thanks to Steve Smith for the use of his fantastic layout. It is 
on my Youtube Page ï here is a link: O Gauge H2 Atlantic 'Beachy Head' 

by WJVintage (youtube.com)  

Whatôs New 

LAST ONE 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2jWIzLKnVrk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2jWIzLKnVrk
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SR Maunsell Green Scheme  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
I do still have a few of these Maunsell Green editions available so let me 

know if you would like one. I have both óTrevose Headô and a couple of 
óThe Needlesô available from the stock originally allocated to Raylo. 

 

LB&SCR Umber Scheme  

Again, I do still have a few of these gorgeous Umber scheme locos 
available from the stock that was originally allocated to Raylo.  

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

         

I have a short clip of the production LBSCR Umber Brown loco in action on 
my Youtube Page ï here is a link: WJVintage O Gauge LBSCR H2 Atlantic -  

YouTube  
 

Livery                              Stock  
LB&SCR lined Umber  Available  

SR lined Maunsell Green ï óTrevose Headô and óThe Needlesô Available  

SR lined Malachite Green ï óSouth Forelandô óTrevose Headô Available  

BR (early crest) lined Black -  32424 óBeachy Headô 1 only available  

 

The specification is unsurprisingly pretty similar to  the GNR Atlantic but 

with one additional key feature ï this version is 2/3 rail switchable . 
Here is the full list of features:  

 
¶ Precision engineered, (7mm to 

the foot) O gauge model.  

¶ Hand -built tinplate construction.  

¶ Beautifully tampo -printed 

authentic liveries.  

¶ 2/3 - rail switchable.  

¶ Includes ON/OFF isolating switch.  

¶ 10ï14 Volts DC operation.  

¶ Twin motors with super -smooth clutch 

drive mechanism.  

¶ Fitted with standard Bassett -Lowke/Ace 
style couplings on tender.  

¶ All -metal construction  
¶ Suitable for minimum radius 27 - inch 

(686mm) curves.  
¶ Will run on raised centre third track.  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wPDy9w8f3mQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wPDy9w8f3mQ


17 
 

All Brighton H2 Atlantics are priced at  £750.00  each plus P&P.  
Please get in touch to order yours now!  

 
 

éStill available -  C1 Atlantics ï 3 - Rail only  
I do still have a few of the C1 Atlantics left in two schemes ï LNER & BR  
          

 
 

 
 

 
 

These are now in very limited quantities and are priced at £695.00  each 
plus P&P  

 
 

 

 
 
This month I have a feast of new pre -owned items for you to consider. 

These come from a number of different sources , but all are well known to 
me. Scroll down and maybe bag a bargain ï first come, first served!  

 

Ace Trains LNER N2 Class 0 - 6 -2T -  £350.00  plus P&P  

 
This is a nice exa mple of the first Ace loco to be produced by ETS in 

Prague. It is presented in the very attr active black lined LNER scheme. It 
has been lightly used and there is a little wear on some of the lining but 

otherwise its in really good overall condition. This is one of the first ba tch 

produced with twin motors but no clutch f eature . 

Pre - Owned Sales  
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Ace Trains  SR 0 - 4 - 0 Schools C lass  óEton ô £535.00 plus P&P  

 
This a beautiful example of the popular Schools Class locomotive and is 
presented in lined Southern Maunsell Green . It is also the rarer non -smoke 

deflector version. The loco has seen very little use indeed and is close to 
mint. It has all its accessories plus  instructions  and the box is in very good 

order too.  
 

 

Seven Mill Models LNER A4 Class 4 - 6 - 2 óQuicksilver ô 
£650.00 plus P&P  

 
This is one of the rarer versions of the smooth running and powerful Seven 
Mill Models A4 . It is presented as 2510 óQuicksilve rô in the very attractive 

silver grey over mid -grey LNER scheme. Very few of these were made and 
they all sold very quickly. The loco is in excellent condition and looks to 

have had only minimal running time. It comes complete with accessories 
and instructions. The box is good ap art from one corner of the lid which 

looks to have split and been (very well) repaired . 
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Bassett - Lowke BL99011 Re -built Scot 4 - 6 - 0 óRoyal Scot ô 
£425.00 Plus P&P  

 
This is a close to mint example of what is widely considered to be the best 

release of the modern Bassett -Lowke (Corgi/Hornby) era . The loco is 
presented in an attractive lined BR Green and I would not be surprised if 

this model has spent its li fe in a display cabinet, it really is in outstanding 
condition. Sadly , the box does have  some storage  wear and is scuffed on 

the edges/corners in places. It comes with its accessories and instructions. 
This is a lovely example and excellent value  at this price.  

 

Da r staed Southern 3 rd  Class Non - Corridor Coach   

(2 a vailable) £75.00 each Plus P&P 
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Presented as indiv idual items, on offer here are 2 x Darstaed coaches in 
excellent condition . The y are not in original  boxes but are supplied in 

sturdy card boxes with clot h p rotective wrap inside . Both have different 
running numbers (1025 and 2046) and lighting is inclu ded with trailing 

connector  plugs  at either end). To operate the lighting , you will need to 
have another suitable coach with the centre rail pick up spoon  fitted (I do 

not have one of these) . 
 

Darstaed LNER Gresley Coach Set £225.00 plus P&P  

 
This is a non -standard set that has been made up from coac hes that were 
surplus to the previous owne rôs requirements. I t comprises as follows:  

1 x comp corridor 1st /3 rd , 1 x corridor 3 rd , 1 x open 3 rd   
They are presented in the lovely LNER Gresley Teak finish and are in 

excellent condition. All have connector plugs to enable the lighting to be 
connecte d when attac hed to a coach with suitable pick -up spoon.  

 

Ace Trains GWR 6 - Wheel LNER Coach Set with Clerestory 
Roofs  -  £ 150.00 Plus P&P  
This is a well -presented set of 3 x 5 6-Wheel Coaches in LNER Teak finish  

with Ivory clerestory roofs. All look to be in e xcellent condition  
 



21 
 

 
 

Directory Series GWR Toad Brake Van -  £70.00 Plus P&P 

This is a very rare opportunity to acquire a lovely GWR Toad Br ake Van , 
hand made by Bernard Ridgely as part of his Directory Series , t he Van 

looks to be in immaculate condition and is presented in its original box . 
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Directory Ser ies GWR 20 Ton Coal Wagons  £ 40.00  each 
Plus P&P 

 
 

Bassett - Lowke J39  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Darstaed óBrighton Belleô 5- Car Pullman Set  

£650.00  plus P&P (2 - rail only)  
This is a rare opportunity to acquire this very special set from Darstaed 

but note it is set up for 2 - rail operation only. I believe a 3 - rail power bogie 
was available for these, but I donôt have any in stock.  
 

BL LNER J39 Class 0 -6-0  
Good little used condition  

2/3 rail, 10 -14volts DC  
(Note ï the boiler does have some minor paint 
issues ï looks like tiny hairs in the paint ï sadly 
most of the LNER lined J39 models were delivered 
like this  ï see photo )  

£ 35 0.00  plus P&P  

Another rare opportunity to 

acquire these lovely 

Directory Series 20 Ton 
Wagons in GWR and GWR 

LOCO liveries. All are in 
excellent condition with 

original boxes.  
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The power car roof is just slightly bowed up at the front. You will have to 

zoom in on the first photo to see this.  
I have tested the power car on my rolling road and it runs well in both 

directions and powers the internal lighting.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There  are a few issues that I need 

to highlight.  

The power car (No.88) and coach 
óDorisô have some light scratches 

as shown below. The camera does 
make these look way worse than 

they look to the eye.  
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D Yeats Collection 
Darstead GWR Pannier Tank Ã295.00 plus P&P 
 

 
A lovely example of the popular Pannier Tank 0-6-0T, this loco has seen 
light use (see wear on spoons in 2nd photo) but is nevertheless in excellent 

condition. The box is a little worn and one corner of the lid has split a 

little. Supplied complete with Darstaed embroidered cloth. 3-rail only 

WJVintage C1 4-4-2 Atlantic ï LNER lined 4433 
(saturated steam) - Ã650.00 plus P&P 

 
 

This was the last loco that I sold to this customer, and it really doesnôt look 
like it has ever been used. It is the rarer early (saturated steam) version 

in lined LNER livery, and it is immaculate in all ways. There is no wear on 
the spoons and the box is in excellent condition. Instructions are missing 

but I can copy a set to include. A really very nice loco. 
 

 
 


