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Sadly, this year we have already lost the Beckenham Vintage and 
Alresford Festival of Toy Trains. It does leave a bit of a hole i n the 

show calendar for the year  but I am endeavouring to get óOut and 
About ô as much as I can. I have now added a number of dates to 

the show listings towards the end of the newsletter, and I will add 
even more next month. Scroll down for details.  

There is certainly no shortage of second - hand stock coming my 
way so if you are in the market for a potential barg ain, I have 

added some more really nice items in the óPre - owned Sales ô 
feature below. Do scroll down quickly as these items are often very 

quick to sell and I do find I am often having to disappoint 

customers. Remember, i tôs first come, first served!  
Elsewh ere in this issue, there are quite a lot of photos and not so 

much content on some pages , for which I apologise . If you have 
something that might be of i nterest for óCustomer Corner ô, please 

send it through . I am sure the readers will be fascinated to hear  
about your experiences  

 
Stay Safe &  

Keep enjoying your trains  

WJV intage   

May  2025 Newsletter  

Welcome to the May  2025 edition of the WJVintage newsletter.  As  
spring moves seamlessly towards summer, I am usually looking 

forward at this time of year to some of the great summer shows 
that I atte nd  on a regular annual basis. That is absolutely the case  

W ith the forthcoming combined Bassett - Lowke , Trix Twin and TCS 
show that is coming up in a week or so ôs time at the excellent 

Mo tor Museum venue at Gaydon.  
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Another Trip to the Seaside ï Steve Smith running 

day, Lowestoft , Saturday May 3rd  
I am always really pleased to make the trip over to the east coast  

to visit Steve Smith ôs marvel lous garage O gauge la yout , which  
features his own design track, that can be operated as 2 -  or 3 - rail  

at  the flick of a switch, plus his own pointwork that is all 
electronically controlled from two separate control boxes  ï really 

clever stuff!  

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

It is always a n honour to be invit ed over, and on this particular occasion , I 

fel t particularly spoil t . Not only did Steve allow me to bring anything I 

fancied running (more of which later), but he and his partner (soon to be 
wife!) , Debra, also laid on a sumptuous lunchtime barbeque for myself and 

some of their friends and neighbours . You may start to gather why I like 

going over there so much  

In terms of running, Steve has quite eclectic tastes , but most of his stock 

is of modern production , 3 - rail from the likes of Ace, Darstaed, Seven Mill 

Models and WJV intage .  With an open invitation to take whatever I 

fancied running, I too opted for modern production, and in particular, I 

wanted to use the occasion to test run a few of my recently acquired pre -
owned stock. I always run this stock at home on my rolling road, b ut 

nothing beats a good run on an actual layout , particularly one like Steve ôs 
which has multiple points  ï always a test of a good loco!  

So, as you look at the photos below, you will no doubt spot some familiar 

items from the óPre - Owned  Sales ô feature  later in the newsletter . The 
good news is that everything  I took along ran absolutely beautifully , so I 

feel even more confident in selling these ite ms.  

Out & About  
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Most impressive was the beautiful Ace Trains LMS Coronation Class 

óDuchess of Hamilton ô She hauled a rake of 7 Ace coaches with 
consummate ease and look s really stunning  from every angle . 
 

 
 

Another locomotive that hauls with ease is the Ace N2 in L NER lined blac k 

livery . It was perfectly happy with a mixed rake of goods wagons and, 
again , really looked the part.  

 
Another loco that I thought would really look stunning  on Steve ôs layout  is 

not a ópre -ownedô item , but actually  the very last of my stock  of the H2 
Atlantics in B R lined black livery óBeachy Head ô. With a suitable rake  of BR 

Maroon  coaches behind, I was absolutely correct ï a stunning locomoti ve!  
I hope you will  all agree.  
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Of course , this day isn ôt all about m e running , and Steve was also keen to 

put some of his excellent collection to work. As you will see from the main 
header photo of this newsletter, he is the proud owner of one of the 

recently released Ace Trains Deltics in prototype blue scheme , and the 
header to this feature also shows his lovely Seven Mill Models V2 

óColdstreamer ô 
 

 
 

His Seven Mill Models A4 óSir Nigel Gresley in BR Blue is also another 
stunner and looked particularly nice with a rake of Pullman Coaches.  

Another of his east coast mainline collection to make an appearance was a 
very nice Ace Trains A3 4 -6-0 óGrand Parade ô. 
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Steve also had three very nice, and very different 0 -6-0 locos in use.  

A WJV J94 in Longmoor Military Railway (LMR) blue  

 
 

A Bassett -Lowke J94 i n LNER Lined black  
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Barry Potter Toy and Train Fair, Sandown Park, 

Esher, Surrey, Saturday 17 th  May   
I very rarely, if ever, report on the Sandown Fairs that take place 
four times a year and are amongst the biggest in the UK. However, 

I am aware that there is much concern that these shows are 
becoming of declining interest to model railway enthusiasts, an d O 

gauge enthusiasts in particular, so I thought a quick review, and 

my thoughts, were somewhat overdue.  

And finally , a 2- rail Dapol 08 Diesel óCharlie ô in BR early crest black livery 
posed on Steve ôs still to be completed turntable . 
 

 
Well, what can I say? Another lovely day on the east coast, the weather 
was great,  and  the barbeque was even better . We even got to pla y trains 

as well!  Huge thanks to Steve and Debra for putting this day on and for 
the excellent food . It was fantastic and your hard work is much 

appreciated.  
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The trader gates open at 7 am, and with over 500 stalls, the queue is 
always long to get in. Once parked up there  is the mad scramble to see 

what bargains are available, trader to trader on the steps prior to the 
doors opening. This has always been a Sandown tradition and it is as busy 

today as ever it was.  

 
 

I have to say, it was a shock to learn that Ace Trains had pulled out of this 

show. The reasons, primarily, were that Len Mills was unwell and Kevin, 
the Stationmaster, was otherwise engaged. It was nevertheless 

concerning  to hear this at short notice. The Ace layout is always a focal 

point of the Sandown Shows for O gauge enthusiasts. However, all was 
not lost. The group of enthusiasts who usually volunteer to run the Ace 

layout were given the go ahead by Barry Potter, to proceed with the layout 
as usual , and thankfully, they did just that. They say every cloud has a 

silver lining, and in this case it was that the volunteers were able to run all 
types of trains from various manufacturers, rather than being óAce Trains ô 

exclusive.  
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I couldnôt leave my stall for long but I was delighted to briefly see Paul 
Gumbrell had brought along some of his Terrier fleet, and was running 

them with two of Terry Heaslipôs coaches. These Terry had apparently 
rescued in rather sun -faded state from Allen Levyôs garden layout, and he 

has very cleverly (and professiona lly) grafted a birdcage onto one of them. 
I believe Paul had more Terriers to add to the layout but I didnôt get a 

chance to see them.  
 

Elsewhere I guess it is fair to say that the show is becoming dominated by 
Star Wars and X-Men type toys, plus of course the mountains of diecast 

offerings.  There are less train vendors, of that there is no doubt, but there 
is still a decent offering of vintage O gauge. I donôt know the names of all 

those involved but here are some of the  tables  I spotted in my briefest of 

sojourns around the main hall, whilst my neighbour kindly kept an eye on 
my table . 
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So here are some of the trader names I did know :  
WJVintage (obviously), Mike Green, Nicholas O ddy, Mike Delaney, Richard 

Taylor, Mark Carne, Steve Webb, plus several others whose names I just 
cannot recall ( sorry).  

What I am getting at is that Sandown does still offer  a very broad 
selection of O gauge traders of the highest or der. In my opinion, it is very 

well worth a visit, and don ôt forget the added attraction of the Ace trains 
layout which is in action throughout the day -  whether Ace are there or 

not!  
The next Sandown is on Sat urday September 6 th  why not make a diary 

note now and give it a go?  I don ôt think you will be disappointed.  
 

 

 

 
Milan Simek is one of the trustees of the Littledale Brough Trust Collection. 
The trust was set up to protect the unique collection of toy and model 

trains plus other associated material, that are on permanent display at the 
Brighton Toy and Model Museum, situated under the arches of Brighton 

Railway Station.  
 

Milan has been in touch to say how pleased the museum is to have now 
added a WJV/Raylo H2 Atlantic in LBSCR Umber to its fleet.  I don ôt have a 

photo of the Atlantic on the layout, b ut  here is what he  had to say:  
 
The WJVintage LB&SCR Brighton Atlantic, in umber, has become the 

latest addition to the Littledale Brough Trust Collection of vintage model 
railways, of which the sadly departed Michael Foster was one of the 

founding Trustees. The locomotive is a perfect complement to the ethos 
of the extensive vintage model railway array, on permanent exhibition at 
the Brighton Toy  and Model Museum. The locomotive looks well in 

keeping in the illustrious company of Bassett Lowke, Märklin, LMC and 
other prestigious vintage makers and will be in operation at the 

forthcoming special train running day, at the Museum, on 14th of June. 

Customer Corner  



13 
 

Chosen for its company will be a rake of Hornby No 2 Special white roof 
Pullman cars, judged to be a perfect complement, echoing the classic 

spirit of the likes of the ETON, BRAMHAM MOOR or YORKSHIRE.  
If you have never seen a special train running day of the LBT Collection, 

at the Brighton Toy and Model Museum, you might like to spend a happy 
15 minutes watching a recording of a past event on the following link:  
 

Brighton Toy and Model Museum (Bonus Part: Running Session) 
 

Many thanks to Milan for those kind words regarding the óBrightonô 

Atlantic. I have had the privilege of attending several running days at the 
Brighton Toy and Model Museum and I can only reiterate that if you 

havenôt been, you surely must try to get there. The O gauge layout is 
simply divine. The video is great to get a flavour, but nothing beats the 

real thing. Why not go along to the next running day ï Saturday 14 th  June , 

details shown below:  
 

 
 

 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EypPaKrxkE4
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All Atlantics  

Still in Stock!  
 

 
 

Southern Railway H2 4 - 4 -2 óBrightonô Atlantic in  

Malachite Green Scheme.  
 

I think the SR Malachite green scheme really suits the Atlantic. I hope you 

all agree too! I still have a total of just 6 pieces in total of this scheme 
available from both allocations. Do please get in touch if you would like to 

reserve one of these stunning locomotives.  
Price for all the H2 Atlantics is £750.00  each plus P&P.  

  

 

BR (early crest)  

H2 4 - 4 -2 óBrightonô  

Atlantic in  

Lined Black Scheme  

óBeachy Headô 

JUST ONE LOCO STILL AVAILABLE  

This last available  32424 óBeachy Headô has been available for some time 
now. I can ôt believe it is going  to hang around for  too much longer, given 

the popularity  of the model, and the restored real engine  at the Bluebell 
Railway . Let me know if you would like the very last one.  
 

I have a short video clip of the production 32424 óBeachy Headô loco in 
action, with thanks to Steve Smith for the use of his fantastic layout. It is 

on my Youtube Page ï here is a link: O Gauge H2 Atlantic 'Beachy Head' 
by WJVintage (youtube.com)  

 

SR Maunsell Green Scheme  

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

Whatôs New 

LAST ONE 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2jWIzLKnVrk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2jWIzLKnVrk
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I do still have a few of these Maunsell Green editions available so let me 
know if you would like one. I have both óTrevose Headô and a couple of 

óThe Needlesô available from the stock originally allocated to Raylo. 
 

LB&SCR Umber Scheme  

Again, I do still have a few of these gorgeous Umber scheme locos 
available from the stock that was originally allocated to Raylo.  

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

         

I have a short clip of the production LBSCR Umber Brown loco in action on 

my Youtube Page ï here is a link: WJVintage O Gauge LBSCR H2 Atlantic -  
YouTube  
 

 
Livery                              Stock  
LB&SCR lined Umber  Available  

SR lined Maunsell Green ï óTrevose Headô and óThe Needlesô Available  

SR lined Malachite Green ï óSouth Forelandô óTrevose Headô Available  

BR (early crest) lined Black -  32424 óBeachy Headô 1 only available  

 

The specification is unsurprisingly pretty similar to the GNR Atlantic but 

with one additional key feature ï this version is 2/3 rail switchable . 
Here is the full list of features:  

 
¶ Precision engineered, (7mm to 

the foot) O gauge model.  

¶ Hand -built tinplate construction.  

¶ Beautifully tampo -printed 

authentic liveries.  

¶ 2/3 - rail switchable.  

¶ Includes ON/OFF isolating switch.  

¶ 10ï14 Volts DC operation.  

¶ Twin motors with super -smooth clutch 

drive mechanism.  

¶ Fitted with standard Bassett -Lowke/Ace 
style couplings on tender.  

¶ All -metal construction  
¶ Suitable for minimum radius 27 - inch 

(686mm) curves.  
¶ Will run on raised centre third track.  

 
All Brighton H2 Atlantics are priced at  £750.00  each plus P&P.  
Please get in touch to order yours now!  
 

 

 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wPDy9w8f3mQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wPDy9w8f3mQ
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éStill available -  C1 Atlantics ï 3 - Rail only  
I do still have a few of the C1 Atlantics left in two schemes ï LNER & BR  

          
 

 

 
 

 
 

These are now in very limited quantities and are priced at £695.00  each 
plus P&P  

 
 

 

 
 
This month I have a few more  pre -owned items for you to consider. These 
come from a number of different sources, but all are well known to me. 

Scroll down and maybe bag a bargain ï first come, first served!  

 

WJVintage H2 4 - 4 - 2 Atlantic ï LBSCR Umber  
£600.00 plus P&P  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

It is otherwise perfect as far as I can see , and for the price is an absolute 
bargain. It comes boxed and with the instructions. I donôt think this will 

hang around for long so donôt delay if you have been hankering after one 
of these beautiful Atlantics .  

 

Pre - Owned Sales  

This lovely loco comes from a deceased 
estate and is virtually mint. There is just 

a hint of wear on the pick -ups and a 
small dent in the box lid (see above)  
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Ace Trains LMS Coronation Class , 6229 óDuchess of 
Hamilton ô -  £ 120 0.00  plus P&P  
 

This is another rare opportunity to own one of the most sought after of the 
Ace Trains Releases, the beautiful, streamlined óDuchess of Hamilton ô. This 

locomoti ve is virtually mint and shows only minimal signs of running on 
the pick -up spoon s. I t  comes in  an excellent box , plus  white outer mailer 

box , and all the paperwork is also present . You don ôt see many of these 
offered so don ôt delay if you would like one.  

 
 

 

Ace Trains LNER N2 Class 0 - 6 -2T -  £350.00  plus P&P  
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
This is a nice example of the first Ace loco to be produced by ETS in 

Prague. It is presented in the very attractive black lined LNER scheme. It 
has been lightly used and there is a little wear on some of the lining but 

otherwise itôs in really good overall condition. This is one of the first batch 
produced with twin motors but no clutch feature.  
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Ace Trains 3 - Van Set (No.1) -  £85.00 plus P&P  
 

 
 

This is a beautifully presented set of Ace Trains Wagons comprising Ace 

Trains PO Van, plus LNWR and NE Vans. All are in excellent condition with 
virtually no sign of wear/use.  

 

Darstaed LNER Gresley Coach Set £225.00 plus P&P  
 

 
This is a non -standard set that has been made up from coaches that were 
surplus to the previous ownerôs requirements. It comprises as follows:  

1 x comp corridor 1 st /3 rd , 1 x corridor 3 rd , 1 x open 3 rd   

They are presented in the lovely LNER Gresley Teak finish and are in 
excellent condition. All have connector plugs to enable the lighting to be 

connected when attached to a coach with suitable pick -up spoon.  
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Ace Trains GWR 6 - Wheel LNER Coach Set with Clerestory 
Roofs -  £150.00 Plus P&P  
This is a well -presented set of 3 x 6-Wheel Coaches in LNER Teak finish 
with Ivory clerestory roofs. All look to be in excellent condition  

 

 
 

WJVintage Stevenson Clarke (SC) 7 -Plank Coal Wagons  
(x2 available) -  £30.00  each plus P&P  
 

 
 

Since I sold out of these wagons back in 2018, just a few months after 

release, I have never seen an example on the second hand market. So, to 
now have two available (with different running numbers) represents a 

pretty rare opportunity to acquire one, or both of these beautifully detailed 
coal wagons. Both are in excellent condition and are boxed.  
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WJ Vintage Huntley & Palmer 7 - Plank Wagon  
£25.00 plus P&P  
 

 
 

Not particularly rare , but nevertheless, a nice colourful example of a PO 
wagon in Huntley & Palmer Biscuits livery. Good condition, boxed and 

offered at a very competitive price.  

 
WJVintage Mineral Wagons (x 4 available)  
£100.00 plus P&P the set , or £27.50 each plus P&P  (subject to 

availability)  

 
 

   
 
 
 
 
Here is a very nice set of WJV intage  Mineral Wagons featuring  ETS metal 

underpinnings (chassis, wheels etc) with Skytrex resin bodies , painted and 
printed by ETS. Each wagon has a different running number. The couplings 


