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I have decided to combine the two summer months into one 

newsletter for a number of reasons. Firstly, it is rather quiet at the 
moment, and I haven’t been out and about too much recently. 

Secondly, my wife and I are taking a holiday shortly and I won’t be 
working for the duration! Finally, I don’t have much in the way of 

new stock to tempt you with, although more is due fairly shortly. 
I am sure that if I plan now for a bumper September issue, it will 

be worth the wait and hopefully there will be plenty to fill the 
news pages by then. 

That said, this issue isn’t without some interesting features, 

particularly another fascinating trip to Digswell for one of the 
regular Bassett-Lowke running days. As always there were some 

fabulous, and rare pieces on show as you will see from my report 
that appears below in the ‘Out and About’ feature. There is also a 

great contribution from Paul Gumbrell in the ‘Customer Corner’ 
report, so do scroll down and read. 

Have a great summer, everyone! 
 

Stay Safe & 

Keep enjoying your trains 

WJVintage  

July/Aug 2025 Newsletter 

Welcome to the July/August 2025 Summer edition of the 
WJVintage newsletter. Judging by your comments and feedback 

from last month, you will be glad to hear that this newsletter is 
written and produced entirely by me! My frivolous little foray into 

the world of AI and Chat GPT didn’t go down too well last month. 
It would seem that AI is very clever, but it is only as good as its 

source information, and as we all know, the internet is riddled with 

inaccurate reporting. Lesson learned – 100% me from now on        
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I donôt make a habit of wishing people well in these pages , when I hear of 

various ailments. You could argue that if I did, there would be little room 
in the newsletter for anything else!  

However, on this occasion, I am making an exception because I have 
heard of two people, very well known to a lot of us, who are currently 

struggling health wise . 
 

Graham Lock 
Graham, as many of you will know, has for several years supplied me with 

all man ner of trackside accessories , wagon loads  and figures, all of which 
he makes himself, including hand painting all the figures.  

A few weeks ago now, I am sorry to report that Graham suffered quite a 

serious stroke. Sadly, as he lives alone, he was not discovered for a few 
days, so in many respects it is lucky that he is still with us  and is in 

hospital beginning what may be a long road to recovery .  
Graham is a lovely chap, a huge  O Gauge 

enthusiast , and a founder member of the 
Kent/South East London based óTappersô group. He 

is also a member of the Bassett -Lowke Society and 
I have always enjoyed our chats at the Digswell 

meets, where we sit and put the world to rights. He 
is also an extremely fit man for his age, still 

mowing la wns for a number of clients with his 
beloved 1958 Ransomes mower  and still regularly 

playing tennis.  
I really wish him all the very best and hope that he 

can recover to full strength, given time. If anyone 

can, Graham can ï fingers crossed!  
 

Kevin Finch 

Many of you will know of Kevin, even if you have not 
met. He is also known as óThe Station Masterô from óThe 

Station Masterôs Roomsô and is now, of course, the 
outright owner of Ace Trains London . 

A little more mystery surrounds Kevinôs plight. It was 
reported a while ago that he had suffered a heart attack 

and was hospitalised as a result. However, comments made on the Classic 
O Gauge forum by a member of the new Ace consultancy team, suggest 

that this may not be the actual  reason for his hospitalisation , but no 
further explanation.  

He is apparently now out of hospital but does not appear to be answering 

calls or emails.  
Whatever the problem, I am sure you will join with me in wishing Kevin all 

the best for a full and speedy recovery. We are a small band of enthusiasts 
and suppliers , and the loss of one major cog is not healthy for either the 

hobby, or business. Take all the time you need, Kev, but get back to us as 
quickly as you can . 

Get Well Soon 
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Bassett-Lowke Society Running Day – Cowper 

Arms, Digswell. Saturday June 28th, 2025 
Once again the Digswell meeting of the Bassett-Lowke Society  
group proved to be a great event, with a wide variety of both  

rare and interesting pieces on display and an excellent turnout of like-

minded enthusiasts. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

As many of you will appreciate, I have a bit of a thing abou t breakdown 
cranes, so I was immediately drawn to Paul Gumbrell ôs magnificent scratch -

built example. Whilst Paul does not know who the original maker was, it 

represents a 36  Ton long - reach steam breakdown crane, believed to have 
been one of a pair produced for the GWR  by Ransome s and Rapier Ltd of 

Ipswich circa 1908. At that time it was the largest capacity breakdown crane 
ever constructed for a British railway company . 
 

 

Out & About 
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It certainly makes an impressive O Gauge model and looked great being 
slow -haul ed by a n Ace Black Five .  
 

 
 

We are used to seeing David and Marcus Peacock at these events  with some 
of their wonderful collection of Leeds Model C ompany (LM C) locos. For this 

meeting neither were able to attend , but Mike Beeston was there , and he had 
some lovely examples  of his own from the LMC fold.  
 

 
 

His Ex -Caledonian 721 Class 4 -4-0 tender locomotive looked very original in 
its LMS black livery, with great patina and was running beautifully .  
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In keeping with the LMS/Caledo nian theme s, Mike also had a LMS black 0 -4-2 
and Caledonian 0 -6-0, and finally a very pretty 0 -6-2 in beautifully pati naôd 

Great Central Railway livery, again all these are by the Leeds Model 
Company.  
 

 
 

The next loco to catch my eye was a nicely restored and repainted example of 
a Marklin model ï but done with a difference and with what I think is a really 

nice touch. I failed to note the owner, but I am going to tak e a stab at Mark 
Carne (and will no doubt be shot down in flames if I a m wrong). The reason 

for this guess is that the loco came with a card giving details of its 
restoration , and I recognise the names as people that  Mark knows  well .  
 

 
It is a Marklin 4 -4-0 tender locomotive in LNWR lined black livery. It was 

bought as a non - ru nner from Sandown  in May and David Burt kindl y restored 
the mechanism, whilst Steve (I ôm guessing Steve Webb) painted and lined 

the model and Tim (I ôm guessing Tim Walker) supplied a Bub tender for 



6 
 

Steve to decorate óuntil we find the correct  6-wheel ( tender )ô. The point of 
difference with this restoration is that on the other side of the loco, they have 

left an area completely unrestored, showing its original worn finish.  
 

 
 

This just seems like a really nice idea to me ï what do you think?  

On the theme of restorations, Ch arles Leekham  was running his excellent 
Bassett -Lowke Princess which is also a really well  finished  re -paint  and  I just 

happened to catch what I think is a nice phot o of it passing under a 
footbridge.  
 

 
 

Finally, it was really nice to see that Alwyn Kershaw had made the long 
journey down from the northwest  of England to visit the event , and even 

better that he brought with him a superb exa mple of a very rare and  original 

locomotive. This was a Hunt for Bassett -Lowke GWR 4-6-0 King Class ï 6009,  
óKing Charles II ô. I am sure you will agree it looks fabulous!  
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Bassett-Lowke, Twix Twin & Train Collector Society 

Combined Model Railway Show - British Motor 

Heritage Museum, Gaydon, Warks, Saturday June 7th 

Update from last month’s report 

 
Thanks to Alw yn for making the journ ey and to everyo ne else that 
contributes to these events with such a wonderful variety of items from 

your collections ï it really makes the se day s special !  
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My report on this fabulous show in last month ôs newsletter, was per haps 

no t my finest moment in terms of rep ortin g. You will recall that I featured 
a really unique collection  of pre -  and post -war Marx  Army Supply Train 

toys , but completely forgot the owner of said collection, despite the fact 
that he is known to me a s a customer of long standing. Well , I am 

delighted to say that he does indeed read this newsletter , and he did get 
in touch shortly after publication . So , I am now  delight ed to say  ï Roy 

Sinclair, please take a bow and thanks for exhi biting such a fascinating 
and complete collection of Marx tinplate.  

It see ms  I am not the only one to have enjo yed Roy ôs collection because 
he reports that he is now writing  a series of articles on the Army Supply 

Train for the TCS magazine. There is no publication dat e at present  but it ôs 

certainly something for members to look forward to  in future issues . 
Thanks  again for getting in touch Roy.  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

My next ófaux -pasô in the report relate d to the magnificent 3 ½  inch gauge 

trams that John Lockwood had recently acquired  and displayed on the 
Bassett -Lowke layout. I wrongly attributed these to a Geoffrey Smith  of 

Ashdown Models . It should , in fact , have read as Geoffrey S WIFT .  
Many than ks to Kevin Payne for pointing this out. Kev in was ac tually 

brought up in Crowborough, Sussex  and remembers him well. He 
comments as follo ws: óHe used to set -up a demo (tram) track at our local 

model railway exhibition in the ñScout Hutò, added to which his garden line 
was visible from the recreation ground where we had sports when at 

infants school. Later, when I was in my teens, I got the privilege of visiting 
his workshop, w hich was as wonderful as you might imagine, although by 

then he was busily building a live steam loco, either 3.5ò or 5ò if I recal l 
correctly .ô 

Thank you Kevin for this valuable addition to the story of these wonde rful 
trams  
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Regular readers will probably 
recall that I have featured 

Paul Gumbrellôs spectacular 
‘Green Valley Railway, The 

Edroy Line’, in the 
newsletter several times in 

the past. Paul has recently  
written to me with an 

innovative solution to a very 

obvious problem -  when you 
have an outdoor O gauge 

layout extending pretty much 
the entire length of you 

garden ï how do you keep the 
track clean?  Here, in his own 

words, is the solution that 
Paul has come up with.  

 
óWith 5½ O gauge scale miles of 
Maldon 3 Rail level centre third, 

Nickel Silver track to Keep clean 
and maintain in good order for 
trouble free running. Iôve been 

asked the question many times 
about designing and making a 

track cleaning vehicle to assist 
wi th the necessary track 
cleaning. A real challenge!  

I recently had a Heljan Hymeck Diesel that packed up running due to a number 
of issues with the nylon gears having become worn out and breaking. So, I made 

the decision to keep the locomotive as a non -powered dummy locomotive that 
could still be used as th e rear locomotive if I wanted to portray and run a double 
headed locomotive hauled train. Also, the fan and lights are all still working! I 

kept the motors and fly wheels as useful spares as when required. Then one 
recent morning I had a light bulb moment and got to thinking that this might be 

the very answer I been looking for as the basis of a track cleaning vehicle, and, 
even better, that it would still look like a diesel locomotive.  
 

  
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
  

Customer Corner 
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Having recently gone from using track rubbers back to using the finest grade of 
sponge sanding blocks. I worked out that if I cut the sponge sanding block to the 

right size they would wedge in place between the Wheels without fouling them so 
a pair per bog ie 4 in total were cut to the size required. That covered the 

cleaning of the running rails. But I need to accommodate a piece of cut sponge 
sanding block to clean the middle rail? The answer was the Hymeck has a fuel 

tank modelled that sits dead centre be tween the bogies. It was secured by 4 x 
machine screws as it doubled up as a speaker housing for models that were fitted 
with a digital sound unit chip requiring a speaker. So , after carefully removing it 

and cutting a rectangle opening and cleaning it up. It was now possible to fit a 
pie ce of sanding sponge to clean the Level centre third rail.  
 

  
 

So far I am pleased with its performance and itôs been a great asset in the track 
maintaining and cleaning department of the Green Valley Railway. I use two ETS 
0-6-0 USA dock shunters which in themselves are heavy and propel the Hymeck 

Diesel track cleani ng vehicle with no struggle and there are also switchable to 
work in 2 or 3 rail configuration. I still do hand clean as required. So , it has made 

this essential task a great deal easier! ô 

 
Paul, thanks so much for sharing this idea and I do hope that others will 

take inspi ration from this and create their own ótrack cleaner ô locos.  
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

All Atlantics 

Still in Stock! 
 

 
 

Southern Railway H2 4-4-2 ‘Brighton’ Atlantic in  

Malachite Green Scheme. 
 

What’s New 
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I think the SR Malachite green scheme really suits the Atlantic. I hope you 
all agree too! I still have a total of just 6 pieces in total of this scheme 

available from both allocations. Do please get in touch if you would like to 
reserve one of these stunn ing locomotives.  

Price for all the H2 Atlantics is £750.00 each plus P&P.  
  

 

BR (early crest)  

H2 4-4-2 ‘Brighton’  

Atlantic in  

Lined Black Scheme  

‘Beachy Head’ 
JUST ONE LOCO STILL AVAILABLE 

This last available 32424 óBeachy Headô has been available for some time 
now. I canôt believe it is going to hang around for too much longer, given 

the popularity of the model, and the restored real engine at the Bluebell 
Railway. Let me know if you would like the very last one.  
 

I have a short video clip of the production 32424 óBeachy Headô loco in 

action, with thanks to Steve Smith for the use of his fantastic layout. It is 
on my Youtube Page ï here is a link: O Gauge H2 Atlantic 'Beachy Head' 

by WJVintage (youtube.com)  
 

SR Maunsell Green Scheme 

 
 

 
 

 
 

I do still have a few of these Maunsell Green editions available so let me 
know if you would like one. I have both óTrevose Headô and a couple of 

óThe Needlesô available from the stock originally allocated to Raylo. 

 

LB&SCR Umber Scheme  

Again, I do still have a few of these gorgeous Umber scheme locos 

available from the stock that was originally allocated to Raylo.  I have, 
however sold several recently so the numbers are now dwindling. Donôt 

miss out!  
 

 
 

 

         

 

LAST ONE 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2jWIzLKnVrk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2jWIzLKnVrk
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I have a short clip of the production LBSCR Umber Brown loco in action on 
my Youtube Page ï here is a link: WJVintage O Gauge LBSCR H2 Atlantic -  

YouTube  

 
Livery                             Stock 
LB&SCR lined Umber  Available  

SR lined Maunsell Green ï óTrevose Headô and óThe Needlesô Available  

SR lined Malachite Green ï óSouth Forelandô óTrevose Headô Available  

BR (early crest) lined Black -  32424 óBeachy Headô 1 only available  

 

The specification is unsurprisingly pretty similar to the GNR Atlantic but 
with one additional key feature ï this version is 2/3 rail switchable. 

Here is the full list of features:  
 

¶ Precision engineered, (7mm to 
the foot) O gauge model.  

¶ Hand -built tinplate construction.  

¶ Beautifully tampo -printed 

authentic liveries.  

¶ 2/3 - rail switchable.  

¶ Includes ON/OFF isolating switch.  

¶ 10ï14 Volts DC operation.  

¶ Twin motors with super -smooth clutch 
drive mechanism.  

¶ Fitted with standard Bassett -Lowke/Ace 
style couplings on tender.  

¶ All -metal construction  
¶ Suitable for minimum radius 27 - inch 

(686mm) curves.  
¶ Will run on raised centre third track.  

 

All Brighton H2 Atlantics are priced at  £750.00 each plus P&P.  
Please get in touch to order yours now!  

 
 
 
…Still available - C1 Atlantics – 3-Rail only 
I do still have a few of the C1 Atlantics left in two schemes ï LNER & BR  
          

 
 

 
 

 
 

These are now in very limited quantities and are priced at £695.00 each 

plus P&P  
 

 
 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wPDy9w8f3mQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wPDy9w8f3mQ
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This month I have a just a few more pre -owned items for you to consider , 

plus the balance from last month.  These come from a number of different 
sources, but all are well known to me. Scroll down and maybe bag a 

bargain ï first come, first served!  

 

Darstaed 6-Wheel Vans - £45.00 each plus P&P  
 

 
GWR Luggage Van       Caledonian Railway Horse Box 

 
Midland Motor Car Van      
 

These colourful 6 -Wheelers from Darstaed are all in mint, unused condition  

 
Darstaed LNER Gresley Coach Set - REDUCED to £200.00 
plus P&P  
 

 

Pre-Owned Sales 
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This is a non -standard set that has been made up from coaches that were 
surplus to the previous ownerôs requirements. It comprises as follows: 

1 x comp corridor 1 st /3 rd , 1 x corridor 3 rd , 1 x open 3 rd   
They are presented in the lovely LNER Gresley Teak finish and are in 

excellent condition. All have connector plugs to enable the lighting to be 
connected when attached to a coach with suitable pick -up spoon.  

 

 
Bassett-Lowke J39 Class 0-6-0 – LNER Black lined 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bassett-Lowke 3-Plank Wagon – NE (x 2 available) 
£25.00 each plus P&P  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Not so long ago these Corgi/Hornby era Bassett -Lowke releases were fairly 

widely  available, but this is not the case anymore. I now have two of these 
up for grabs and both are boxed and in excellent condition.  

 

Darstaed ‘Brighton Belle’ 5-Car Pullman Set  

REDUCED to £595.00 plus P&P (2 - rail only)  

Good little used condition  
2/3 rail, 10 -14volts DC  
(Note – the boiler does have some minor 

paint issues – looks like tiny hairs in the 

paint – sadly most of the LNER lined J39 

models were delivered like this – see 

photo) 

REDUCED to £325.00 plus P&P  
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This is a rare opportunity to acquire this very special set from Darstaed 
but note it is set up for 2 - rail operation only. I believe a 3 - rail power bogie 

was available for these, but I donôt have any in stock.  
 
 

  
 

  
 

 
 

   
 

The power car roof is just slightly bowed up at the front. You will have to 
zoom in on the first photo to see this.  

I have tested the power car on my rolling road and it runs well in both 
directions and powers the internal lighting.  

 

 
See us at Shows  
Here we have a schedule for the remainder  of 2025  although do check 

back as there are one or two events still to add.  

There  are a few issues that I need 

to highlight.  
The power car (No.88) and coach 

óDorisô have some light scratches 
as shown below. The camera does 

make these look way worse than 
they look to the eye.  
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Monday August 11th – HRCA Cotswolds Group 

Northend Village Hall, Top Street, Northend, Warks CV47 2TN 3:30pm to 
8:00pm  

 
Saturday September 6th – Sandown Park (Barry Potter Fairs) 

Sandown Exhibition Centre, Sandown Park Racecourse, Portsmouth Road, 
Esher, Surrey, KT10 9AJ -  10:30am to 3:00pm  

 
Monday September 8th – HRCA Cotswolds Group 

Northend Village Hall, Top Street, Northend, Warks CV47 2TN 3:30pm to 
8:00pm  

 

Saturday September 13th - Bassett-Lowke Society Running Day, 
Digswell  

The Cowper Arms, 31 Station Road, Digswell, Welwyn, Herts, AL6 0EA ï 

10:30am to 3:30pm  Please  note The Cowper Arms is next to Welwyn North Station  

NOTE: I can now make this event so see you all there! 

 
Tuesday September 23rd – HRCA Cambridge Group 

Fulbourn Village Library, The Swifts, Haggis Gap, Fulbourn CB21 5HD  
5:30pm to 9:00pm  

 
Saturday October 4th – HRCA Autumn Event 

British  Motor  Museum,  Banbury  Road,  Gaydon,  Warwickshire,  CV35 0BJ  
10:00am to 4:00pm  

 
Monday October 13th – HRCA Cotswolds Group 

Northend Village Hall, Top Street, Northend, Warks CV47 2TN 3:30pm to 

8:00pm  
 

Saturday October 25th - Yorkshire, Vintage Toy, Tinplate and Live 
Steam Railways Fair 

Eccleshill Mechanics Institute, 93B Stone Hall Rd, Bradford BD2 2EW ï 
10:00am to 4:30pm  

  
Monday November 10th – HRCA Cotswolds Group 

Northend Village Hall, Top Street, Northend, Warks CV47 2TN 3:30pm to 
8:00pm  

 
Tuesday November 25th – HRCA Cambridge Group 

Fulbourn  Village Library, The Swifts, Haggis Gap, Fulbourn CB21 5HD  
5:30pm to 9:00pm  

 

Saturday December 20th - Bassett-Lowke Society Running Day, 
Digswell  

The Cowper Arms, 31 Station Road, Digswell, Welwyn, Herts, AL6 0EA ï 

10:30am to 3:30pm  Please  note The Cowper Arms is next to Welwyn North Station  
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Don’t forget to like our WJVintage Facebook Page 
With close to 650 Facebook ólikesô, the WJVintage page is as popular as this 
newsletter! That said, many subscribers on Facebook are associates, friends 

and family with a passing interest in what I get up to ï so not my key target 

audience.        However, it keeps growing and all the latest news is often 

seen on Facebook before it appears in the newsletter as updates can be 

done instantly rather than monthly. If you are a member of Facebook, why 
not look us up and give us a ólikeô? 

 
 

 

Plus, remember our ‘YouTube’ Channel! 

I have to confess, after a good start, the channel has been quiet for a while 

but the most recent posts are rather nice videos of the LBSCR H2 Atlantic 

running in Umber LBSCR and lined Black BR schemes.  
I am hoping that there will be more to come in future.  

 

Ordering from WJVintage is Easy 

Online 
Please use the WJVintage website as a shop window and then place your 

order by using the dropdown menu on each product page to select and 
submit the item you wish to purchase. This automatically sends me your 

details and I will be in touch to confirm your requirements and take pa yment. 
Alternatively select what you want and then give me a call or email me. 

Whichever method you use I will get back to you asap and I can confirm 
stock, particularly for highly limited items, and postage options. Please see 

below for full contact detai ls.  
 

Credit Card 

We have a credit/debit card facility, so you can telephone and place your 

order with us by calling 07711 092497 ï please have your card to hand 
when calling.  

 
Cheque 

If you would prefer to pay by cheque, that is no problem either. Just 
download the order form from our website and complete your 

requirements. Then make a cheque out for the total and post both order 
form and cheque to us at the address shown. Please make cheques 

payable to WJVintage.  
 

Email 
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Alternatively, you can place your order by email and payment can then 
be made either by card, PayPal, direct bank transfer or cheque. Please 

note our email address is: wjvintage@outlook.com  
 

BACS 
A growing number of customers are now choosing to send money direct to  

my account by BACS (bank) transfer. If you would like to use this method, 
please contact me and I will send you my bank account details.  

 
Stay Safe Everyone  

Paul  

  *********  
 
 
 
 

       WJVintage                    Tel: 07711 092497         www.wjvintage.co.uk  

mailto:wjvintage@outlook.com

