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I have had a particularly varied and interesting mont h, with 
outing s ranging from small, private , running days , to major 

national events, plus some regular club meets in between. My 
reports, with photos, as always, follow below in the óOut and 

Aboutô feature.  
In óWhat ôs New ô you ôll find  the Seven Mill Models Clearance sale  

advert . All are brand new and there are some bargains to be had. 
As promised last month I am listing some more of the excellent 

pre - owned (mainly) LMS items that I have recently acquired. Scroll 
down to the óPre-Owned Salesô section to discover whatôs on offer. 

Finally, I just want to say a big thank you to all of you. My little 

business turns 14 years this month . When I started out with the 
seed of an idea back in 2011, I could never have dreamed I would 

still be going in 2025. I seriously couldnôt have done it without you 
so thanks for your support, encouragement and friendship ï I have 

enjoyed every minute!  In case you were wondering, for a bit of 
fun, the header photo shows me (in centre with V neck sweater) 

on my 4 th  birthday with my locomotive cake ï itôs in the blood!  
 

Stay Safe &  

Keep enjoying your trains  

WJV intage   

Octo ber 2025 Newsletter  

Welcome to the Octo ber 2025 edition of the WJVintage newsletter.  

The clocks have moved back an hour  and we are suddenly in the 

middle of autumn, with grey skies and mist on the one hand, but a 
multitude of beautiful colours and crisp blue skies on the other. 

Mother nature is preparing us for the winter months to come. 
Fortunately, this is actually a goo d time of year for model railway 

enthusiasts with the opportunity to hunker down and enjoy our 
layouts on the one hand, and a chance to get out to lots of shows 

and meetings on the other.  
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HRCA C ambridge  Group, Fulbourn , Tues day 23 rd  

September , 2025  
I was under severe time pressure at this meeting as I was double 

booked, but I am so glad I made the effort  as the theme was 
óbreakdown cranesô, and, as many of you will know, I have a real 

thing about them. It was also a first opportunity to see a very 
special piece by Chris Freeman, who has taken the art of 3D design 

and printing to new levels of excellence  with his latest masterpiece  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
As you will see from the photos above and below, Chris has CAD designed 

and 3 -D printed a complete set of parts for an O gauge version of the 

famous Hornby Dublo Breakdown Crane. After assembling, painting and 
applying decal s, it looks simply stunning, what a superb, professional job!  
 

 
 

There were a number of  other cranes on display as well as Chrisôs, so here 
are a few photos and details. Kelvin, Chrisôs father, brought along a really 

Out & About  
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nice GWR version. This is believed to have been scratch built, mainly in 
wood and from reference photos it appears to be quite an accurate model.  
 

 
 

 
 

Martin Dawesô Caledonian Railway Crane has a lovely story to tell. Martin 
bought it as a kit of broken parts from a Bassett -Lowke show. Martinôs in 

depth research then uncovered some drawings in the January 1912 edition 
of Henry Greenlyôs Models, Railways and Locomotives Magazine, which 

helped no end in accurately reconstructing the parts. But hereôs a thing! 
One of the wheels on the side frame of the crane was fashioned from a 

1916 farthing , the wheel on the other side was missing. Martin replaced it 
with a 2016 1p piece resulting in a 100 -year difference between the two 

wheels. What a fascinating find this crane will be in another hundred years 

time, when I guess coinage will be a thing of the past!  
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It wasnôt all about breakdown cranes at Fulbourn. There were also some 
fabulous and rare locomotives to be seen. The Marklin live steam óFlying 

Scotsman dates back to the 19 20s. It was discovered  as a complete wreck 
and painstakingly restored, again by Chris Freeman . The original had no 

tender, so Chris recreated a complete new one from tinplate. Just look at the 
before and after photos ï incredible work (again)!  
 

 
 

 
 
Have you ever seen a Leeds Model Company  GWR 4 -6-0, óCounty of 

Pembrokeô locomotive before? I certainly hadnôt and for very good reason. 
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They were only made to order during the early post WW2 years and only a 
very small number  were ever produced . But of course, Leeds afficionado, 

David Peacock is the man to seek out and acquire rare LMC pieces and this 
one is a real beauty.  
 

 
Something else I have never come across before was the range of Gauge 1 

locomotives produced by Marklin during the 1980s and ó90s. They were 
apparently produced over about 10 years and were marketed purely as 

childrenôs toys. However, the price tag was far from the average childôs 
pocket money spend, and as a result they did not sell very well and were 

eventually dropped. It was really nice to see a couple of examples at Fulbourn 
ï not running as there is no gauge 1 track there but nevertheless, they were 

good to see on display.  
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HRCA Autumn Show , British Motor Museum, 

Gaydon , Saturday 4 th  October , 2025  
The British Motor Museum at Gaydon has certainly established 
itself as an excellent venue for model railway shows in recent 

years. Despite its lack of accessibility easily by public transport, it 
seems to be very popular with enthusiasts and certainly this  

Autumn HRCA meeting was very well attended despite the arrival 

of storm Amy on set - up Friday. Thankfully Saturday was calmer.  

 
 

I think you will agree that for a visit that lasted no more than an hour and 
twenty minutes, I managed to pack in some unusual, fascinating, rare and 

downright impressive models. I am so glad I made the effort to go along. I 
will definitely be at the next one in November ï see óSee Us at Showsô at 

the end of the newsletter for full details.  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 



7 
 

Sadly, a busy show does make it more difficult for me to get around with 
my camera as I operate alone, and sales have to come first! I did however 

manage a quick run around the main hall and took  a few photos. Here are 
some of the highlights.  

Chris Ness and Dave Norville from North Yorkshire created a lovely layout 
and display entitled óThe LNER in Yorkshireô with a fine array of Hornby O 

Gauge, including a superb display of clockwork locos and shop display 
panels, showcards and catalogues.  
 

 
 

Opposite my stall was the family run layout by father, mother and daughter 

team of Andy, Manda and Chloe Walker . It  was created as a memorial 
layout to John Pentney, Ken and Tim Johnson . 
 

 
 

The layout was constructed using Hornby solid steel track and featured no 

fewer than 4 Princess Elizabeth locos, plus Mandaôs Dinky vehicle collection, 
as well as some Britains accessories. The theme was LMS.  
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More O Gauge clockwork featured on a beautiful, busy layout by Peter 
Schofield and friends. This layout also featured some lovely Meccano pieces 

including a couple of Constructor aeroplanes, plus a superb colliery.  Again, 
Britains accessories also featured.  
 

  
 

In what seems to have been a theme, yet more O gauge clockwork featured 

on the Bristol and Somerset HRCA Group layout. Note in the foreground an 
interesting Becklin Bridge, complete with a black and white Selfridges 

advertisement. I donôt know much about these bridges other than they 
were self -assembly and were known as óThe Bailey Bridge of the Toy 

Worldô.   
 

 
 

One of my favourite toys as a child was Meccano and, whilst I had a huge 
amount of fun building all manner of items with my various sets, I bet I am 

not alone in having always wanted to build the magnificent Block Setting 
Crane which often featured as an a dvertising piece for Meccano. Sadly it 

always remained way beyond the budgets of my pocket money or 
Christmas/Birthday presents, and sadly I never achieved my ultimate 
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Meccano ambition. It was however intriguing to see a fully built version of 
the crane being offered for sale. The price tag? £825.00, which I thought 

was not too bad, particularly as the seller noted that the parts bought new 
would cost over £2000.00! Was I temped? Well not really, the joy for me 

was in the building, and I donôt think Iôd have dared take it all apart, just so 
I could re -construct it.  
 

 
The only other O gauge layout I managed to photograph was very nicely 

presented and featured traditional tinplate 3 - rail track . I think it was Adam 
Heeleyôs layout but apologies if I am wrong . I have  included some photos, 

above as the header, and below.  
 

 
 

In summary, another very good HRCA show, with a great attendance  ï the 
total was around 350 I believe . It was busy from the off, pretty well until 

closing time. I am looking forward to next yearôs event already! 
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A Final  Trip to the Seaside  for 2025  ï Steve Smith 

running day, Lowestoft, Saturday Oct 1 1 th  
Steve was keen to get a final running day in before the changing of  

the clocks and the inevitable winter mothballing of his garage  
layout. I was, of course happy to join in, particularly as  it was a first 

opportunity to be hosted by Mr and Mrs Smith, following Steve and 

Debraôs recent wedding ï huge congratulations to them both and 

hereôs to many happy years together!   

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Regular readers will know that I make probably 3 trips a year over to see 

Steve and Debra and these are always relaxed and enjoyable affairs with an 
emphasis on more modern issue O gauge in the traditional style . This 

particular day  was split between train running, an extended fish and chip 

break over lunchtime, and a very first viewing of the unofficial, but 
nevertheless extremely professional  and beautifully finished,  wedding 

album, which was delivered by a photographer friend and wedding guest  in 
the early afternoon.  The official photos are still to come but they will do well 

to match or exceed this beautiful album.  
I did of course manage a few photos of the layout, and in particular a 

number of Steveôs impress ive collection of Ace Trains. They may not be as 
photogenic as Steve and Debra on their big day, but they sure come a very 

close second  
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The Ace Trains BR Standard Class 9F  2-10 -0, 92251 looks particularly smart 
in gloss lined black and also carries the name of its designer, óRobert A 

Riddlesô.  
 

 
The LNER Class A3 Pacific 4 -6-2, 60103 óFlying Scotsmanô presented in the 

BR Express Blue lined livery in its early BR days between 1949 and 1952. 
Itôs not my favourite scheme for the loco but the Ace trains gloss finished 

version is very smart.  
 

 
From óFlying Scotsmanô to óFlying Dutchmanô, the Ace Trains BR Standard 
Class 7 óBritanniaô 4-6-2 Pacific is a real beast of a locomotive. It looks 

great in gloss Brunswick Green lined scheme.  
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The Ace Trains LMS Stanier 2 -6-4T was one that I took along to pose on the 
layout and test run with a set of six Darstaed LMS Clerestory Coaches. 

Together, they make a fantastic train, and both are available for sale in the 
óPre-Owned Salesô section as you scroll down. Both loco and coaches run 

beautifully.  
 

 
Just to move away from the Ace theme for a moment, I couldnôt resist 

posing th is pair of Peckett 0 -6-0T tank engines óWenmanô and óJosephô 
together. Both are from the more modern Corgi/Hornby era of Bassett -

Lowke ownership , and this was the first (and last) B-L loco I worked on 
during my time  at Corgi .  

 

   
Finally, tucked away in a corner of the layout, by the Hornby Water Tower, 

a rarely seen WJVintage Hunslet 0 -6-0 in a smart NCB Maroon scheme and 

named óHarryô, yes, óHarry the Hunsletô  

Just in front of óHarryô is óCharlieô, a Class 08 Diesel in purposeful BR Black 

scheme. This is a loco I always wanted to release in O Gauge, but al as it 

was not to be . This particular model is a 2 - rail plastic version by Dapol. 

The great thing about Steveôs custom-built track, is that at the flick of a 

switch you can convert the entire layout to 2 - rail operation, giving the best 
of both worlds!  

Thanks, once again to Steve and Debra for their hospitality. The fish and 
chips were amazing as always and it was great to see the lovely wedding 

album. Congratulations once again, and I look forward to returning to the 
seaside next year (if invited, of co urse).  
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Yorkshire  Vintage Toy, Tinplate and Live Steam 

Fair, Eccleshill Mechanics Institute, Bradford,  

Saturday Oc t 25 th , 2025  
This show is now firmly established as the natural successor to the 
Bassett - Lowke Northern Show that used to take place at Leigh on  

the other side of the Pennines. Leigh always struggled to get support 

in terms of numbers attending, and sadly Eccleshill seems to be 

suffering from the same poor support  

 
 

  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
This is such a shame because this show has so much going for it , with a 

decent sized Bassett -Lowke O gauge layout as well as a gauge 1 circuit, great  
support from traders, excellent catering, some superb, rare locos/rolling 

stock, and above all, a fabulous, friendly atmosphere created by John 
Lockwood and his team. Whatôs not to like? Well, I suppose its on the first 

floor of the Mechanics Institute , so access is up a flight of stairs, but there is 
a stairlift for those with mobility issues. Itôs not a huge show, but what it 

lacks in size, it more than makes up for in quality. So, it was a little 
disappointing that the traders and train operators at times outnumbered the 

visitors. John has acknowledged the problem and will be thinking about how 
to improve the event advertising for next year. It really deserves a better 

attendance as my photos and notes  will hopefully emphasise.  

 
Look at the two beauties above , double heading a rake of open wagons. They 

are rare as óHensô teethô Bing for Bassett-Lowke 4 -4-0T tank engines, with 
original clockwork motors and in the lovely brown lined livery of the North 

British Railway. One is owned by Chris Reeve and the other b y Nicholas Oddy. 
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Despite both being well over 100 years old, they were both individually able 
to complete two circuits of the l arge B -L layout, and a little more when double 

heading  ï spring steel was built to last back then! I have included another 
photo below, together with Chrisô other Bing for Lowke 4-4-0T, a lovely 

Caledonian version, but this one has been upgraded to electric 3 - rail power.  
 

  
Another absolute beauty from the Chris Reeve collection was a superb 
Caledonian 721 Class, óDunalastairô. This one dates back to around 1912, and 

is another Bing for Bassett -Lowke. It was originally clockwork but has been 
modified to 3 - rail electric . Look at the immaculate óLowkoô decal on the rear 

of the tender. What a privilege to be able to see these truly vintage locos 
running as they were intended.  
 

  
 

Mark Armstrong is another Eccleshill regular who always has something of 
interest. On this occasion, I was immediately drawn to his lovely GWR óFlying 

Bananaô Railcar, one of the early streamlined versions (as opposed to the 
later one as produced by WJV intage )  
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Mark knows little of its history but does believe it to be a scratch built  model, 
done to a very high standard with lots of nice detail. It really is an excellent 

model and really captures the 1930s styling of the original very well.  
Mark was also running a fabulous Great Central Railway Class 9N, also known 

as the Robinson A5 (itôs LNER designation), 4-6-2 tank locomotive.  
 

 
 

Once again, this handsome model is believed to have been scratch built, Mark 
believes possibly by Peter Wright during the 1950s. The quality of both build 

and finish need s to be seen to be believed ï such a beautiful loco and not one 
I have seen modelled before.  

 
The next model is probably one of the rarest seen on the day.  This one is 

owned by Bassett -Lowke Society chairman, Mike Green . It is a stunning 
Bassett -Lowke  GWR County Class 4 -6-0, óCounty of Wilts ô, 1003.  
 

 
 

Another great looking loco, but one of only two produced by Bassett -Lowke.  

I wonder why only two?  
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Jim Powis is another Eccleshill regular and I spotted him displaying two very 
nice óBlack 5ô 4-6-0 locomotives, one in LMS and the other in BR liveries. Jim 

explained that the LMS version is an all -Dawson model, whereas the BR loco 
is a Dawson body coupled to a Leed s Model Company chassis, and with a 

tender scratch built by Jim himself. The decoration was done by Geoff Knight.  
I have to say, both looked to have been superbly finished . 
 

 
 
How about this 5 inch  gauge SR Q1 locomotive ï the ugly duckling of the 

Southern Railway? It looked to have been completely constructed from 
plywood as a static model, but was really very well done and someone 

obviously put a lot of work into it. If only it was capable of runn ing  
 

 
 

And last, but not least , the gauge 1 layout was a little late being set up as 

George managed to sleep in , and was without assistance on this occasion . 

However, it wasn ôt long before he had everything running and John added to 
the display with his two superb large scale trams.  
 

   
 



17 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
  

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
éAlso s till available -  C1 Atlantics ï 3 - Rail only  
I do still have a few of the C1 Atlantics left in two schemes ï LNER & BR  

          
 

 
 

 
 

These are now in very limited quantities and are priced at £695.00  each 
plus P&P  

 

Seven Mill Models Stock Clearance Sale  
John Fowler of Seve n Mill Models has decided to retire from the model 

railway business but still has limited stocks of some of his excellent O 
Gauge locomotive s and Girder Bridges . These are a clever combination of 

finescale DJH E ngineering bodies with ETS chassis and mechanisms for 
2/3 - rail running.  

If you  are not a member of the HRCA , then you will not have seen his 
advertisement. WJVintage will be handling all the sales so if there is 

anything in the advert that you fancy, drop me a line. Stocks are limited 
and once they are gone, they are gone!  
 

Whatôs New 

 

H2 Brighton Atlantics  
Do remember, I still have a few of 

the ex -Raylo stock of Brighton 
Atlanti cs in stock . Liveries available 

are LBSCR Umber, SR Maunsell 
green and SR Malachite Green  

All Brighton H2 Atlantics are priced 
at  £750.00  each plus P&P.  
Please get in touch to order yours 

now!  
 



18 
 

 
 

03  Diesels now SOLD OUT  
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LMS Collection  
As I mentioned in the introduction, I have a dded a few more items from 
this  great collection of mainly LMS items . I do still have a few more items 

to list and these will follow next month . All appear to be in excellent 
condition, but please see the individual listings for my assessment of each 

individual piece.  
 
 

Ace Trains LMS Coronation 4 - 6 -2 óCity of Liverpoolô -   

£1150.00  plus P&P  
This superb LMS Coronation Class 4 -6-2 was produced in extremely low 
numbers and is highly sought after. Suitable for 2 or 3 - rail operation, it 

has seen very little running and is in excellent condition. The box is also 
good with just the odd mark on the e dge of the lid. All paperwork is 

included but the instruction sheet is a colour copy of the original  
 

 
 

Bassett - Lowke Princess Class 4 - 6 - 2 óLady Patricia ô LMS 
lined blac k  
£550.00  plus P&P  

 
This is a Bassett -Lowke release from the Corgi era (pre -Hornby) and is 
presented in beautiful , unm arked gloss black with cream lining and a little 

Pre - Owned Sales  
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maroon edging on the tender. It comes complete with lamps and various 
tr ain name plates  

 

Ace Trains LMS  2 - 6 - 4 tank ï lined black  
£495.00 plus P&P  

 
I think these are superb looking locomotives. This example is in excellent, 

lightly used condition and is complete with paperwork . It runs very 
smoothly too.  

 

Ace Trains LMS 4 - 4 - 4 Tank Locomotive ï Black  lined  
£250.00 plus P&P  

 
This lovely tank engine i s one of the earlier Ace releases . It is presented in 
immaculate lined gloss black finish  with very little wear showing on the 

spoons and a good bo x. There is no paperwork with this loco.  


